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Editorial

Bangladesh's higher education sector is
facing new challenges in the aftermath of
the July 2024 uprising, driven by the rapid
growth in the number of universities and
students. As a result, there is an urgent
need for effective, transparent, and
data-driven administration. In response,
the University Grants Commission (UGC)
of Bangladesh has initiated a visionary
project to unify its own activities and those
of all universities through a
comprehensive automation system. This
marks a significant milestone in the history
of higher education administration in the
country. This initiative will gradually
transition various administrative
operations—such as financing, research
management, teacher and student
administration, and policy
decision-making—onto a digital platform.
This shift aims to enhance transparency,
accountability, and efficiency in the
management of higher education.

By reducing administrative complexities,
the flow of information will become quicker
and more accurate, enabling students to
access essential services more easily.
Under the Higher Education Acceleration
and Transformation (HEAT) project, the
UGC is developing a centralized database
through automation. This database will
facilitate more data-driven and realistic
policy formulation and planning processes
in the higher education sector.
Additionally, it will improve transparency in
fund utilization, ensure better monitoring of
research progress, and provide more
reliable performance evaluations for
teachers and staff.

The UGC's initiative goes beyond
technological transformation; it represents
a policy-level change aimed at creating a
more modern, dynamic, and accountable
higher education system. This effort seeks
to align Bangladesh’s higher education
with global standards.

Prof. Dr. Mohammad Tanzimuddin Khan
Member, UGC
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UGC calls for stronger role of
UNICEF in ensuring child safety

(7 rofessor Dr. SMA Faiz, Chairman

of the University  Grants
Commission (UGC) of Bangladesh,
has urged the United Nations
International Children’s Emergency
Fund (UNICEF) to play a stronger role
in ensuring the safety of all children
around the world, particularly those at
risk, such as in Gaza.

He called upon the UNICEF to take a
firm stand to stop the indiscriminate
killing of children by Israeli forces in
Gaza and ensure their safety.

He made this appeal while speaking
as the Chief Guest at a workshop
jointly organized by UGC and UNICEF
on Social Behaviour Change (SBC),
aimed at conducting research and
developing courses and curricula in
the country’s universities. The
inaugural session of the two-day
workshop was held on 15 April 2025 at
UGC auditorium. A total of 12
teachers and researchers from
various public and private universities
participated in the event.

UGC Member Professor Dr. Mohammad
Anwar Hossen and Secretary Dr. Md.
Fakhrul Islam spoke as the Special
Guests on the occation presided over by
Jesmin  Pervin, Director (Current
Charge) of International Collaboration
Division of UGC.

Associate Professor of University of

Dhaka Syed Tanveer Rahman,
Associate Professor of Jagannath
University Dr. Tauhid Hossain Khan,
Associate Professor of University of
Liberal Arts Bangladesh Dr. Sarkar
Barbaq Quarmal, UNICEF SBC
Program  Manager Md. Badrul
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Hassan, along with the relevant UGC
officials, were present at the event.

Professor Faiz said that Israel is
destroying the future generation of
Gaza. He emphasized that UNICEF
needs to raise its voice to ensure the
safety of children. Calling for protest
against Israel’'s brutal attacks, he said
that just as the people of Bangladesh
have shown solidarity on the Palestine
issue, UNICEF must also take a
similar strong stance.

Professor Anwar Hossen stated that
the curriculum on Social and
Behaviour Change (SBC) will be
developed in alignment with the
Outcome-Based Education (OBE)
curriculum. Relevant university faculty
members will receive the necessary
training to implement this effectively.
He observed that the initiative will
contribute to changing the attitudes of
various stakeholders in  society
towards marginalized communities,
children, and women. Additionally, it
will help raise awareness among the
students about SBC, enabling them to
apply the knowledge gained both in
their professional fields and personal
lives, he added.

It is worth noting that skilled
professionals will be developed to
design courses and curricula on Social
and Behaviour Change (SBC) at the
undergraduate level—particularly
within various disciplines under the
Faculty of Social Sciences. UNICEF
and the University Grants Commission
(UGC) will provide comprehensive
support for this initiative. &

UNESCO education chief holds
meeting with UGC Chairman

Norihide Furukawa, the newly
appointed head of Education at
UNESCO called on Professor Dr.
SMA Faiz, Chairman of the University
Grants Commission (UGC) of
Bangladesh. The meeting was held
on 24 April 2024 at UGC conference
room.
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It is noteworthy that
mental health services
have been initiated for

10,000 students from 22
public and private
universities of the

country, aiming to help
student activists involved
in the July mass uprising
bring back into
normal life.
29

During the meeting, UGC Members-
Professor Dr. Mohammad
Tanzimuddin Khan, Professor Dr.
Mohammad Anwar Hossen, Professor
Dr. Masuma Habib, Secretary Dr. Md.
Fakhrul Islam and Director (Current
Charge) of the International
Collaboration Division Jesmin Pervin
along with other relevant officials were
present.

The meeting elaborately discussed
the inception report of research
concerning the social and mental
well-being of university students under
the social emotional wellbeing project
being implemented jointly by the UGC

and UNESCO.
UGC Chairman Professor Faiz
welcomed the UNESCO’s newly

appointed head of Education and
expressed his gratitude for
undertaking social emotional
wellbeing project for welfare of the
university students. He extended
assurance for effective
implementation of the project.

It is noteworthy that mental health
services have been initiated for 10,000
students from 22 public and private
universities of the country, aiming to
help student activists involved in the
July mass uprising bring back into
normal life. This project is being jointly
implemented by the UGC and
UNESCO. ¢
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MoE calls for
quality
improvement of
higher education
to increase foreign
studentsiiintake

S enior Secretary of the Secondary
and Higher Education Division,
Ministry of Education Siddiq Zobair,
has advised ensuring the quality of
education in all universities to raise
awareness and interest among the
foreign students seeking higher
education in Bangladesh. He made
these remarks while speaking as the
Chief Guest at a workshop on regional
cooperation in higher education with a
special focus on student exchange,
teachers’ training, and research. The
workshop was held under the Higher
Education Acceleration and
Transformation (HEAT) project, being
implemented by the University Grants
Commission (UGC) of Bangladesh at
a hotel in the capital.

Senior Secretary Siddiq Zobair said
Bangladesh is home to a range of
public, private and specialized
universities. Many foreign students will
not be interested in coming to
Bangladesh for pursuing higher
studies if quality of education is not
ensured. Side by side,the research
environment at university level needs
to be further improved. If these things
are improved, he believed that
Bangladeshi universities will be able to

secure honorable positions in
international rankings.

UGC Members-Professor Dr.
Mohammad Tanzimuddin Khan,

Professor Dr. Mohammad Anwar
Hossen and Professor Dr. Md. Saidur
Rahman along with  Additional
Secretary  (Development) of the
Ministry of Education Md. Humayun
Kabir delivered speeches as Special
Guests at the event with UGC
Chairman Professor Dr. SMA Faiz in
the chair. Moreover, World Bank
Senior Education Specialist TM

Asaduzzaman also spoke, among
others, on the occasion.

In his presidential speech, Professor
Faiz said that the UGC is working
tirelessly to ensure quality higher
education in the country. He
mentioned that salaries and other
benefits of university teachers in
Bangladesh are not sufficient
compared to other SAARC member
states, He advised the Government to
increase the budgetary allocation in
this sector to promote education and
research.
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Educationists and researchers put
forward a set of recommendations to

enhance regional cooperation in
higher education. These include
maintaining regular academic

sessions at universities in Bangladesh,
inviting foreign students for higher
education and research, establishing a
dedicated desk at the Ministry of
Education  for  regional  higher
education, setting up international
offices at universities, formulating
time-befitting policies for student
exchange, credit transfer, joint
degrees and exchange programs,
ensuring opportunities for fellowships,
providing opportunities for visiting
professors at universities within the
country and in SAARC member states,

introducing  academic  exchange
programs between public and private
universities, bringing all programs
under  accreditation, undertaking
talent haunt programs in research,
establishing  multiple  world-class
research institutes for conducting

fundamental research activities and
reintroducing the SAARC scholarship
program for students from SAARC
member states.

At the event, Dr. Harsha Aturupane,
Lead Economist for South Asia at the
World Bank and Professor Dr.
Asaduzzaman, Project Director of the
HEAT project, highlighted various
aspects of regional cooperation in
higher education. Teachers and
researchers from different universities
participated in an open discussion on
several issues related to regional
collaboration in higher education.
Besides, senior officials from the
Ministry of Education, the University
Grants Commission (UGC) and the
HEAT project also took part in the
workshop. &
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Regional higher education
conference to be held in
Dhaka in December: UGC

(7" he University Grants Commission
J (UGC) of Bangladesh will hold a
three-day regional higher education
conference in Dhaka in December of
this year with the UGC representatives
of SAARC member states. Honorable
Chief Adviser Dr. Muhammad Yunus
will be invited as the Chief Guest at
the opening ceremony of the
conference. The decision was taken at
a meeting held at UGC on 21 April
with regard to organizing regional
higher education conference.

The meeting was presided over by
UGC Chairman Professor Dr. SMA
Faiz and attended by UGC Members-

Professor Dr. Mohammad
Tanzimuddin Khan, Professor Dr.
Mohammad Anwar Hossen and

Professor Dr. Md. Saidur Rahman.
Besides, TM Asaduzzaman, Senior
Education Specialist of the World
Bank, Dr. Harsha Aturupane, Lead
Economist for South Asia at the World
Bank, Professor Dr. Asaduzzaman,
Project Director of Higher Education
Acceleration and  Transformation
(HEAT) project along with other
concerned officials were present.

The decision to hold the regional
higher education conference was
taken at a hotel in Dhaka. A steering
committee has also been formed to
ensure its successful implementation.
Vice-chancellors, academics, and
researchers from various universities
across Bangladesh will attend this
conference apart  from UGC
representatives from SAARC member
states.

The conference is being organized to
bring together the UGC network of the

region, strengthen a spirit of
collaboration in enhancing the quality
of education and research in
universities and identify  priority
actions for the advancement of higher
education.The event will be held under
Higher Education Acceleration and
Transformation (HEAT) project,
currently being implemented by the
UGC. ¢
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The UGC has issued
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and guardians not to be
misled by such false
information and strongly
advised them not to
engage in any financial
transactions or take any
admission related steps
based on this fake
website.
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Fake website in
name of
Narayanganj
Science and
Technology
University,
admission alert
issued

dministrative and academic

activities including appointment
of a Vice-Chancellor of Narayanganj
Science and Technology University,
approved in 2023, has not
commenced as yet. However, a
fraudulent group has created a fake
website (https://ngstu.ac) using the
name of the university. The website
spreads false information and is being
used to carry out illegal student
admission activities, which has
recently drawn the attention of the
University Grants Commission (UGC).

The relevant division of the UGC has
reviewed the website in the name of
the university operated by the
fraudulent group. The review revealed
that the photo of the vice-chancellor of
a university in Kolkata, India, has been
used as the vice-chancellor of this
university. Besides, images of the
campus and infrastructure of Gazipur
Agricultural University have been used
to represent the university's own
campus.

The UGC has issued warning to the
students and guardians not to be
misled by such false information and
strongly advised them not to engage
in any financial transactions or take
any admission related steps based on
this fake website. &
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UGC calls for proactive initiatives to fulfill
aspirations of the new generation

= -

| v Cartificaty Awarding ooy E
ool Traiming for University Teachers

() rofessor Dr. SMA Faiz, Chairman

of the University Grants
Commission (UGC) of Bangladesh,
has called upon the country's
universities to take necessary

initiatives to fulfill the demands and
aspirations of the new generation in
the changed circumstances, He
advised the university teachers to play
an appropriate role in producing youth
as skiled and well-educated in
alignment with the future needs. He
made these remarks as the Chief
Guest at a certificate distribution
ceremony for the 31st foundation
training of university teachers held at
UGC auditorium on 22 May 2025.

UGC Chairman Professor Faiz
advised the university teachers to be
more compassionate towards
students. He further stated that a gap
has developed between teachers and
students in various universities across
the country. To overcome this
situation, the distance in relationships
between teachers and students must
be reduced.

uUGC Members-Professor Dr.
Mohammad Tanzimuddin Khan,
Professor Dr. Masuma Habib and
Vice-Chancellor  of = Bangladesh
Agricultural University Professor Dr.
AK Fazlul Haque Bhuiyan delivered

speeches as Special Guests.

The program was chaired by UGC
Secretary Dr. Md. Fakhrul Islam and
the welcome speech delivered by
Professor Dr. Bentul Mawa, Director of
the Graduate Training Institute (GTI)
at Bangladesh Agricultural University.

A total of 25 young teachers from 13
public universities of the country

participated in the foundation training
program organized by the Graduate
Training Institute (GTI) with the
financial support from the UGC. ¢
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The meeting discussed
strategies for the
successful
implementation of
important initiatives
undertaken by the UGC
and identified actions to
enhance the image of the
organization.
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Meeting between the
divisional heads and
UGC authority

A view exchange meeting between
the Members of UGC and
divisional heads of the Commission
was held on 23 June 2025 at the UGC
conference room with UGC Chairman
Professor Dr. SMA Faiz in the chair.

UGC Members-Professor Dr.
Mohammad Anwar Hossen, Professor
Dr. Md. Saidur Rahman, Professor Dr.
Masuma Habib, Secretary Dr. Md.
Fakhrul Islam, Director of Private
University Management Division Dr.
Md. Sultan Mahmud Bhuiyan, Director
of Public Relations and Publications
Division Dr. A K M Shamsul Arefin,
Director of Information and
Communication Technology Division
Md. Omar Faruque, Director of Public
University = Management  Division
Muhammad Jaminur Rahman,

Director of Planning and Development

Division Mohammad Maksudur
Rahman Bhuiyan, Director of General
Services and Engineering Division
Zafor Ahommad Jahanger, Director of
Strategic Planning and  Quality
Assurance Division Dr. Durga Rani
Sarker, Director of Finance, Accounts
and Budget Division Md. Rezaul Karim
Hawlader and Director (Current
Charge) of Audit Division Nahid
Sultana attended the meeting.

The meeting discussed strategies for
the successful implementation of
important initiatives undertaken by the
UGC and identified action plants to
enhance the image of the
organization. ¢
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Initiative undertaken to bring UGC and
university activities under automation

(¢ he University Grants
J Commission (UGC) of
Bangladesh has undertaken an
initiative to develop UGC-ERP
software to bring all activities of the
UGC and the country’s universities
under automation. This software will
be developed soon under the Higher
Education Acceleration and
Transformation (HEAT) project.
Information with regard to academic

activities, research, accreditation,
project proposals, financial
management  and profiles  of
universities as well as various

activities of the UGC will be included
into it. The information was shared at
a daylong workshop on UGC-ERP
software architecture and design
expert opinions. The workshop was
held at UGC on 18 May 2025.

UGC Chairman Professor Dr. SMA
Faiz attended the workshop as the
Chief Guest. UGC Member Professor
Dr. Mohammad Tanzimuddin Khan
delivered speech as Special Guest at
the event presided over by UGC
Member Professor Dr. Md. Saidur

Rahman. UGC Secretary Dr. Md.
Fakhrul Islam, Director of the
Information  and Communication

Technology Division Md. Omar
Faruque, HEAT Project Director
Professor Dr. Asaduzzaman and Chief
Executive Officer of Bangladesh
Research and Education Network
(BAREN) Mohammad Tawrit also
delivered Speeches at the event.

UGC Chairman Professor Faiz said
that in the interest of proper
management, it is necessary to bring
the activites of the country’s

universities and the UGC into a unified
platform. For this purpose, an
integrated  software  system is
required. He stated that if this initiative
is implemented successfully, it will
create an effective method for
information management in higher
educational institutions. This will save
both time and money and make it
easier to access information about
universities and the UGC.

Special Guest Professor Tanzimuddin
Khan said that such software is
needed to ensure transparency and
accountability in activities of higher
educational institutions. He also
mentioned that accurate information
and free access to data are essential
for the proper management of
universities. Once this software is
launched, it will be possible to
determine the actual number of staff in
universities, staff requirements, the
number of departments, the need to
open new departments and to prepare
budgets based on these needs.

Professor Saidur Rahman, in his
presidential speech, said that most of
the information exchanged at UGC
and the country's universities is still
done manually. This leads to a waste
of time and makes it difficult to use
information as needed. He stated that
a universal module will be developed
to bring the UGC and universities into
a single platform. He expressed his
optimism that it will set a unique
example in the country as a
user-friendly software. He expressed
gratitude and thanks to the software
professionals and industrialists for
providing valuable feedback on the

architecture and design of the ERP
software for UGC and the universities.

The workshop was moderated by
Additional Director of the ICT Division,
Engineer Mohammad Ziaur Rahman.
Director of UGC’s Planning and
Development Division, Mohammad
Maksudur Rahman Bhuiyan, along
with  faculty members from the
computer science and engineering
departments of various universities
and software professionals
participated in the event. ¢
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(s~ he Chairman of the University
J Grants Commission of
Bangladesh Professor Dr. SMA Faiz
said that a decision will be made soon
about launching PhD program in
private universities in the country.
After  assessing their  overall
capabilities, qualified universities will
be allowed to run PhD program. He
made these remarks as the Chief
Guest at a view exchange meeting
with the stakeholders on the Private
University Act-2010
(Amendment-2024) on 12 May 2025.
The meeting was held at UGC
auditorium.

In his speech, Professor Dr. SMA Faiz
said that universites are an
inseparable part of society. Various
social problems affect universities too.
Therefore, universities must conduct
research activities on social issues
and find solutions to these problems.
He urged the university authorities to
understand the students’ hopes and
mental condition carefully in the
changed social and political situation
and take necessary steps to meet
their expectations. He added that the
UGC does not want to treat public and
private universities differently for
quality improvement and expansion of
higher education. The UGC is not a
controlling authority, rather wants to
help improve the quality of higher
education and research as facilitating
body. He assured everyone that the
constructive suggestions made by the
participants in the meeting will be
considered, he observed.

The meeting was chaired by Dr. Md.
Sultan Mahmud Bhuiyan, Director of
the Private University Management

Division of UGC. Professor Dr.
Mohammad Anwar Hossen, the
responsible Member of the Private
University Management Division of
UGC was present as the Special
Guest.

Professor Dr. Anwar Hossen, in his
speech as the Special Guest said that
private universities are playing an
important role in expansion of higher
education in the country. Along with
the expansion of higher education, it is
necessary to take appropriate
measures to ensure the quality of
education within a proper legal
framework for these universities. He
also said that the UGC has been
working as a supportive institution to
ensure the quality of education and
research in private universities. Based
on the opinion of relevant experts,
activities for amending law and
formulating various policies related to
private universities are undereway, he
added. Measures to amend the
Private University Act-2010 may be
taken to meet the demands of the
times and ensure the proper
management of private universities.
he noted. He urged all stakeholders to
provide thoughtful opinions to help
make this UGC initiative successful.

The event was attended by the
Vice-Chancellor of the University of
Dhaka Professor Dr. Niaz Ahmed
Khan, Vice-Chancellor of the
University of Rajshahi, Dr. Saleh
Hasan Nagib, Vice-Chancellor of
Jagannath University Professor Dr.
Rezaul Karim, Vice-Chancellor of
North South University Professor Dr.
Abdul Hannan Chowdhury
Vice-Chancellor of East West

UGC soon to
decide on
launching Ph.D.
program in private
universities

University Professor Dr. Shams
Rahman, Pro-Vice-Chancellor  of
National University Professor Dr. Md.
Nurul Islam, Dean of BRAC University
Professor Dr. AFM Yusuf Haider,
President of the Association of Private
Universities of Bangladesh and
Chairman of the Board of Trustees of
Daffodil International University Dr.
Md. Sabur Khan, former Chairman of
the National Board of Revenue, Dr.
Mohammad Abdul Mazid as well as
the nominated representatives from
various public and private universities,
the Secretary of UGC, directors of
different divisions and other relevant
officials of the Commission.

The event was moderated by Nuree
Shahrin  Islam, Senior Assistant
Director of the Private University
Management Division of UGC. ¢
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JICA keen to invest in improving the quality
of engineering and technology education

Agency (JICA) has expressed

interest in  supporting the
improvement of engineering and
technology education in the country. A
project will be undertaken soon in this
regard. Quality postgraduate students
will be produced, students more
research-oriented and innovation and
skills improved under the project. JICA
expressed this interest during a
bilateral meeting on higher education
with the Chairman of the University
Grants Commission (UGC) of
Bangladesh Professor Dr. SMA Faiz.
The meeting was held at UGC on 08
May 2025.

The meeting was attended by UGC

j apan International Cooperation

Members-Professor Dr. Mohammad
Tanzimuddin Khan, Professor Dr.
Mohammad Anwar Hossen and

Professor Dr. Md. Saidur Rahman,
UGC Secretary Dr. Md. Fakhrul Islam,

Director of the Planning and
Development Division Mohammad
Maksudur Rahman Bhuiyan,
Additional Director Shah Mohammad
Aminul Islam, along with other
concerned officials.

Saeri Muto, the Chief Advisor of
JICA's Technical Education and
Higher Education, led the

four-member delegation.

Saeri Muto of JICA said that there is a
shortage of skilled teachers in
post-graduate education at

engineering and technology
universities in Bangladesh. In addition,
there is a lack of modern facilities for
advanced research. A project will be

launched soon to enhance the
capabilities of students and its
objectives will be set. Necessary

support will be provided for research
collaboration and joint degree
programs between universities in
Bangladesh and Japan.

UGC Chairman Professor Faiz
thanked JICA for their proposal to
support higher education in the
country. He said that there are limited
opportunities for special incentives at
the post-graduate level in engineering
and technology education, leading to
a lack of motivation among the
students to complete their
post-graduate studies. He believed
that the project will encourage more
students to pursue postgraduate
education.

Professor Faiz also mentioned that
Japanese universities have a strong
global reputation. He noted that young
people from Bangladesh who have
received higher education in Japan
are playing important role in the
country’s economy. He called for an
increase in the number of scholarships
for Bangladeshi youth to study in
Japan and urged the exploration of
new fields for scholarships and
fellowships &
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UGC seeks cooperation of EU to
enhance opportunities for higher education

SMA Faiz,
the University
Grants Commission (UGC) of
Bangladesh, has called on the
European Union (EU) to expand
opportunities for higher education for

(g rofessor  Dr.
Chairman  of

Bangladeshi students including
scholarships and joint research
programs at various universities

across Europe. He made this call
while speaking as the Chief Guest at a
discussion event organized on the
occasion of Erasmus+ Information
Day for Bangladesh. The day-long
event was held on 07 May 2025 at
UGC auditorium. EU Ambassador
Michael Miller addressed the event as
the Special Guest. uGC
Members-Professor Dr. Mohammad
Anwar Hossen and Professor Dr.
Masuma Habib also spoke at the
event moderated by Jesmin Pervin,
Director (Current Charge) of UGC'’s
International Collaboration Division
and National Focal Point for
Erasmus+. EU Programme Manager
Jui Chakma along with faculty
members and students from 20
universities as well as the relevant
officials from the UGC and the EU
participated in the event.

Professor Faiz said that through the
Erasmus+ scholarship, Bangladeshi
students are getting the opportunity to
improve their skills, build connectivity
with various EU universities and prove
their talent on the global stage.The

UGC Chairman also said that
European countries are moving
forward  through research and

innovation. He  expressed his

optimism that the EU’s support for
higher education opportunities for
Bangladeshi students will increase
further. He also expressed his
commitment to strengthening the
existing relationship between UGC
and the EU.

Michael Miller said that the Erasmus+
scholarship and fellowship is a
successful program. It will create great
opportunities for Bangladeshi young
students to improve their skills and
increase employment opportunities.
The relationship  between the
European Union and Bangladesh will
become stronger. He also hoped that
through the Erasmus+ Information
Day, Bangladeshi students will learn
more about the scholarship and that
more students will take part in the
program.

Professor Anwar Hossen said that the
UGC is working to ensure the quality
of higher education in light of the July
mass uprising and the nation’s present
needs. He added that EU’s Erasmus
Mundus Scholarship Programme will
create major  opportunies  for
Bangladeshi students and play a
remarkable role in building a new
Bangladesh. He urged EU to increse
the number of scholarships for
Bangladeshi students and make visa
process easier.

Professor Masuma Habib said that the
Erasmus Mundus Scholarship
Program is very popular and
prestigious. Through this program,
Bangladeshi students can get to know

different countries and cultures,
improve their skills, and exchange
new ideas.

Dr. Jenny Lind Elmaco, Dr. Ashiqur

Rahman from the European
Commission and Jesmin Pervin,
Director (Current Charge),

International Collaboration Division of
UGC conducted a knowledge-sharing
session on the international standards
of the Erasmus+ program, capacity
building in higher education, the
Erasmus Mundus Joint Master’s
Degree and the role of the National
Focal Poin at the event.

It is worth mentioning that under the
Erasmus Mundus Scholarship,
students get the opportunity to study
Master's and Joint Master's programs
at various universities in Europe. This
is one of the Europe’s most popular
and prestigious scholarships, which
started in 1987.¢
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Meeting to host higher education
regional cooperation conference held

5 he 1st meeting of the steering
committee formed to organize
the Conference on South Asian
Regional Cooperation in Higher
Education was held on 25 June 2025
at University Grants Commission
(UGC) of Bangladesh.

The meeting chaired by UGC
Chairman Professor Dr. SMA Faiz
was attended by UGC
Members-Professor Dr. Mohammad
Tanzimuddin Khan, Professor Dr.
Mohammad Anwar Hossen, Professor
Dr. Md. Saidur Rahman, UGC
Secretary Dr. Md. Fakhrul Islam, Joint
Secretary of the Secondary and
Higher Education Division of the
Ministry of Education Md. Saidur
Rahman, Director of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs Lokman Hossain,
Joint Secretary of the Ministry of
Cultural Affairs Mu. Billal Hossain
Khan, Project Director of the Higher
Education Acceleration and
Transformation (HEAT)  project,
Professor Dr. Asaduzzaman, World
Bank Senior Education Advisor Dr.
Md. Mahmud-ul-Haq along with the
relevant consultants and officials from
UGC and the HEAT Project.

In the meeting, two committees
named the organizing committee and
the technical committee were formed,
with  UGC Members- Professor Dr.
Mohammad Tanzimuddin Khan and
Professor Dr. Md. Saidur Rahman as
Conveners respectively. UGC
Members and officials from the
relevant ministries have been included

in the committees.The meeting
covered many things including
holding the Conference on South

Asian Regional Cooperation in Higher

Education, selecting guests, fixing the
location and time, planning visits and
arranging cultural programs. It was
also decided to adopt the Dhaka
Declaration on higher education
cooperation.

UGC Chairman Professor Faiz, in the
meeting, said that the South Asian
Regional Cooperation in Higher
Education Conference is not just a
UGC event but a national program. He
commented that participants in this
conference will exchange ideas about
the best practices of universities from
SAARC member states, which will
contribute to the advancement of

higher  education. He  sought
cooperation from all involved to
successfully organize this

international conference.

It is noteworthy that this year in
December, UGC is working to
organize a three-day regional higher
education conference in Dhaka with
UGC representatives from SAARC
mmember countries.

Dr. Muhammad Yunus, the Honorable
Chief Adviser, will be invited as the
Chief Guest for the inaugural
ceremony of the conference.
Representatives from the UGCs of the
eight SAARC member states,
delegates from countries in Africa and
Asia, vice-chancellors of various
universities in the country,
educationists and researchers will be
invited to attend the conference.

This conference is being organized to
bring together the UGC network of the
South Asian region and strengthen a
cooperative attitude in improving
education, innovation, and research in

universities as well as help decide the
actions needed for the progress of
higher education.

The conference will be held with the
funding from the Higher Education
Acceleration and  Transformation
(HEAT) project being implemented by
the UGC. ¢
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Regional Cooperation in
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practices of universities
from SAARC member
states, which will
contribute to the
advancement of higher
education. He sought
cooperation from all
involved to successfully
ordanize this international
conference.

29

10

UGC Bulletin, Vol. 25, No.2, April-June 2025



AFD interested in extending cooperation in
six areas including HRD and higher education

5 he French Development Agency

(AFD) has expressed interest in
extending support to the country’s
higher educational institutions to
produce skilled manpower in areas of
human resource development, smart
agriculture, ready-made garments
industry, renewable energy,
environmental development and water
management. AFD Managing Director
Arnauld de Nadaillac expressed this
interest at a meeting with the
University Grants Commission (UGC)
of Bangladesh. Both the sides has
agreed to prepare a concept paper
and sign a memorandum of
understanding (MoU) soon to this end.
A three-member delegation from AFD
attended the meeting.

UGC Member-Professor Dr.
Mohammad Anwar Hossen, Secretary
Dr. Md. Fakhrul Islam, Director of the
Planning and Development Division
Mohammad Maksudur Rahman
Bhuiyan, Director (Current Charge) of
the International Collaboration
Division Jesmin Pervin along with
other concerned officials were present
at the meeting presided over by UGC
Member Professor Dr. Mohammad
Tanzimuddin Khan.

Professor Tanzimuddin Khan stated
that the relationship  between
Bangladesh and France is historic.
French universities have a strong
reputation for developing skilled
professionals in fields such as fashion
design, hospitality management and
financial management. AFD could
extend support in enhancing the
capacities of Bangladeshi universities

in these areas. He also suggested that
AFD could collaborate with agricultural
and textile universities in Bangladesh
to improve the quality of education
and research in agriculture and
textiles. He called on AFD to provide

technical  assistance in  water
management, environmental
development, the ready-made

garments industry and tackling climate
change. He assured that the UGC will
provide full support if AFD undertakes
any projects in this regard.

AFD Managing Director Arnold de
Nadaillac observed that a concept
paper for the new project will be
prepared within  short time. The
project's  requirements  will be
determined based on the needs of
Bangladesh. He sought the UGC'’s
cooperation in implementing the
project. Necessary cooperation will be
provided to universities for human
resource development and curriculum
design in areas such as skilled
workforce development, the
ready-made garments industry, water
management, climate change, and the
use of renewable energ under this

initiative, Arnold de Nadaillac
observed.

At the meeting, the French
Development Agency called for

setting up daycare centers at the UGC
and universities across the country to
increase women’s participation and
employment opportunities. In
response, Professor Tanzimuddin
Khan stated that the UGC will submit a
proposal on this matter to the relevant
ministry. He also noted that

universities face
financial constraints
daycare centers.

manpower and
in setting up

UGC’s strategic plan for higher
education outcome-based educations
curriculum templates, Bangladesh
National Qualifications Framework,
and issues related to research and
innovation came up for the
discussion. ¢
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UGC to publish three new original
books for higher education

m I

University Grants
(UGC) of

5 he
Commission
Bangladesh will publish three new
original books for higher education.

The UGC has signed
agreements with three university
teachers, who has written the book
manuscripts regarding publication and
copyright issues of the manuscripts on
08 April 2025 at UGC office. Professor
Dr. Mohammad Tanzimuddin Khan,
Member of UGC, was present on the
agreement signing ceremony as the
Chief Guest.

Dr. Md. Fakhrul Islam, Secretary of
UGC signed the agreements on behalf
of the Commission. The authors who
signed the agreements for their
respective books are Dr. Makhan
Chandra Roy, author of Satyanath
Bhadhuryr Sahitya Karma; Dipti Rani
Dutta, author of Ekushey Alpana:
Meyeli Alpanar Rupantor O Nobo
Rajnaitik Sangskritir Bistar and Dr.
Kalidas Bhakta, author of
Panchatontrer Sanmaj, Rajneeti O
Naitikshikkha.

Md.

separate

Rokonuzzaman, Additional
Director and Mohammad Abdul
Mannan , Deputy Director of the
Public Relations and Publications
Division, UGC  along with other
concerned officials were present on
the occasion. The event was
moderated by Mauli Azad, Deputy
Director of the Public Relations and
Publications Division, UGC .

While speaking at the event, Dr.
Tanzimuddin Khan stated that these
books will contribute to the creation of
new knowledge in higher education.
He expressed his optimism that
students at the tertiary level will be

| V | 'F'

immensely  benefitedt once the
manuscripts get published in book
form,. He also reaffirmed the UGC'’s
continued commitment to supporting
the publication of quality textbooks for
higher education.

Dr. Tanzimuddin Khan further said
that the July mass uprising has
brought about a significant changes in
the country and infused a renewed
sense of hope among the students.

He noted that the image of UGC will
be brightened through positive
activities. He added that the UGC is
working to increase research support
to generate new knowledge, ensure
effective management in universities,
and improve relationship with the
university faculty members.

At the event, the authors expressed
their gratitude to the University Grants
Commission (UGC) for encouraging
research and publication. They made
the appeal to the UGC to play a more
proactive role in fostering the creation
and dissemination of knowledge.

Besides, the manuscript authors
urged the UGC to demonstrate greater
commitment for ensuring publication
of high-quality books in areas of proof
reading, cover design, and interior
layout.

It is worth mentioning that Dr. Makhan
Chandra Roy is a faculty member in
the Department of Bengali at the
University of Chittagong, Deepti Rani
Dutta in the Department of Oriental Art
at the University of Dhaka, and Dr.
Kalidas Bhakta in the Department of
Sanskrit at Dhaka University. ¢
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The University Grants
Commission (UGC) of
Bangladesh will publish
three new original books
for higher education. The
UGC has signed separate
agreements with three
university teachers, who
has written the book
manuscripts regarding
publication and copyright
issues of the manuscripts
on 08 April 2025 at UGC
office. Professor Dr.
Mohammad Tanzimuddin
Khan, Member of UGC,
was present on the
agreement signing
ceremony as the Chief
Guest.
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UGC calls for ensuring the use of
SBC-related research repository

—

—

(g) rofessor Dr. SMA Faiz,

Chairman of the University
Grants Commission, has urged the
teachers and researchers from all
universities across the country to
make proper use of research
repository on social behavior change
(SBC) developed on SBC.

He made the remarks as the Chief
Guest at research repository sharing
program on social and behaviour
change (SBC). The awareness
meeting was held at UGC on 30 April
2025. UGC Members- Professor Dr.
Tanzimuddin Khan and Professor Dr.
Masuma Habib delivered their
speeches as Special Guests at the
event.

Professor Dr. Zahidul Islam,
Vice-Chancellor of Dhaka
International University, Professor Dr.
AKA Firowz Ahmad, retired faculty
member of the Department of Public
Administration and Professor Dr.
Shafiun Nahin Shimul from the
Institute of Health Economics at
Dhaka University took part in the
event as panel discussants. Besides,
UGC Secretary Dr. Md. Fakhrul Islam
delivered speech on the occasion.

Professor Faiz said that developing a
research repository on social behavior
change is a praiseworthy work.
Researchers will be able to easily
collect the necessary information from
this platform. He also said that the
biggest example of social behavior
change is the July uprising.We are
free now because of this movement.
Mentioning that the students who took

part in the July movement feel worried
and stressed, he asked everyone to
work together to help reduce this.

The SBC research repository has
been created to bring together the
country’s research data on social and
behaviour change into a single
platform. Information from 150 studies
conducted in the last five years on
social and behaviour change in the
country has been preserved in it.
Through this platform, researchers
can quickly and easily access data on
SBC-related research and receive
guidance for conducting new research
in this field in future.

This research repository has been
developed under the project of
conducting research on social and
behaviour change (SBC) and
enhancing the capacity of university
teachers in this area implemented by
UGC and UNICEF. The repository
was created with the assistance of
university teachers.

The event was chaired by Jesmin
Pervin, Director (Current Charge) of
the International Collaboration
Division of UGC.

Participants included UGC Directors,
Additional Directors, teachers,
researchers, Registrars from 12 public
and private universities and
representatives from UNICEF.At the
event, Dr. Tauhid Hossain Khan,
Associate Professor of the
Department of Sociology at Jagannath
University, highlighted various aspects
of the SBC research repository. ¢
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Meeting of social emotional
wellbeing project held

5 he 3rd meeting of the
implementation committee of
social emotional wellbeing project
jointly being implemented by UGC and
UNESCO was held on 24 April 2025
at the UGC conference room. The
project is being implemented to
ensure social and mental health
protection of the university students
subjected to repression during the
anti-discrimination student movement
and in its aftermath.

UGC Member  Professor  Dr.
Mohammad Anwar Hossen presided
over the meeting. Professor Dr.
Shafiun Nahin Shimul from the
Institute of Health Economics at the
University of Dhaka presented the
inception report on research with
regard to the social and mental
well-being of the university students.
Data collection methods and the areas
of sample collection including the
context of the inception report came
up for the discussion in the meeting.

UGC Member Professor Anwar
Hossen, in his presidential speech,
urged all concerned to complete the
project activities with transparency
within the stipulated timeframe. He
also advised those involved in the
project to give the highest priority to
the welfare of the students. He further
observed that the Government's
repression during the
anti-discrimination student movement

has triggered severe anxiety among
the students. The ongoing project
would play a vital role in improving
students' mental health and help them
return to a normal life, he opined.

The meeting was attended by Dr. Md.
Fakhrul Islam, Secretary,
Mohammad Maksudur Rahman
Bhuiyan, Director of the Planning and
Development Division, Jesmin Pervin,
Director (Current Charge) of the
International Collaboration Division,
UGC, Professor Dr. Md. Robiul Islam
from the Institute of Social Welfare

and Research, Professor Dr.
Mahjabeen Haque from the
Department of Educational and

Counselling Psychology, University of
Dhaka, Professor Dr. Md. Mahbubur
Rahman, Director of the National
Institute of Mental Health, Muhammad
Nazmul Islam, Additional Director of
UGC’s ICT Division, Akram Ali Khan;
Additional Director of the Strategic
Planning and Quality Assurance
Division, UGC, Shaukat-Ul-Islam;
UNESCO National Consultant, Robiul
Sani Shipu, student coordinator of
American International  University-
Bangladesh along with other relevant
UGC officials.

It may be mentioned that goals have
been set to provide social and mental
health services to 10,000 students
from both public and private
universities across the country
through this project. The project will
later be expanded to 175 universities
based on the assessment of needs. ¢
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CCN University of Science & Technology

delegation from the University

Grants Commission of
Bangladesh visited CCN University of
Science & Technology with the
purpose of extending the period of
temporary approval for establishment
and operation of the university.

A five-member committee led by
Professor Dr. Mohammad Anwar
Hossen, Member of the UGC, visited
the university on 24 May 2025. The
delegation also conducted an on-site
inspection  of the  university’s
designated land, laboratories, library,
classrooms and other physical
infrastructures.

Dr. Md. Sultan Mahmud Bhuiyan,
Director of the Private University
Management Division of UGC; Md.
Rezaul Karim Hawlader, Director of
the Finance, Accounts and Budget
Division; Md. Sultan Mahmud,
Additional Director of the Private
University Management Division; and
Md. Amirul Islam, Assistant Secretary
of the Administration Division, were
present during the time.

It is worth mentioning that the
Commission formed this committee to
properly examine and evaluate the
fulfilment of all conditions for
extending the temporary approval
period of the private university located
in Comilla for the second time.

The UGC delegation held discussions

T

UGC delegation visits

with the university authorities to
ensure the quality of education,
improve the standard of research, and
raise awareness about student
excellence. At that time, Dr. Md.
Tariqul Islam Chowdhury, Chairman of
the Board of Trustees of the university
along with the Members of Board of
Trustees the Vice-Chancellor,
Treasurer Registrar and other relevant
officials of the unversity were present.
*
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UGC working to meet the
expectations of the new generation

(g) rofessor Dr. SMA Faiz,
Chairman of the University
Grants Commission (UGC) of

Bangladesh, said that UGC is working
as a supporting organization of the
country's higher educational
institutions to meet the expectations of
the young generation of new
Bangladesh. He advised the
concerned authorities to work as a
team rather than exercising control
over the universities in an effort to
raise the quality of higher education
and research.

He said this while speaking as the
Chief Guest at a workshop titled rapid
needs assessment tools validation
under the social emotional wellbeing
project jointly implemented by UGC
and UNESCO. The day-long
workshop was held on 06 May 2025
at UGC auditorium.

UGC Members-Professor Dr.
Mohammad Anwar Hossen and
Professor Dr. Masuma Habib spoke at
the event as Special Guests.

Professor Faiz expressed gratitude to
the new generation for their
contribution to the July uprising. He
expressed his commitment to work for
building a new Bangladesh inspired by
the spirit of July and for the welfare of
students. The students who took part
in the July movement are under
immense mental pressure. They are
living with great difficulties. We must
do things that will benefit them, he
noted.At that time, he emphasized the
need for technical and vocational
education and training to solve the

unemployment
students.

problem of the

Professor Anwar Hossain noted that
the July uprising has caused severe
mental stress among the students.
Everyone must work together to
improve their mental health, help them
return to a healthy and normal life, and
address the challenges for creating a

proper learning environment, he
observed. He suggested for
improving student-teacher

relationships and increasing mental
health support and facilites at
university level.

Professor Masuma Habib said that the
university teachers could not properly
understand the mental health and
expectations of the students during
the movement. The mental condition
of the students involved in the July
uprising has changed. The teachers
need to change their mindset and
student counselors must take a
proactive role to reduce students'
stress. The mental health of mothers
who lost their children must be
protected side by side students, she
mentioned.

The opening ceremony of the
workshop was conducted by Jesmin
Pervin, Director Current Charge) of
the International Collaboration
Division, UGC. Secretary of UGC Dr.
Md. Fakhrul Islam and UNESCO
representative Raju Das were present
at the event. Teachers and student
representatives involved in social and
mental health protection from 22

universities along with relevant UGC
officials took part in the workshop.

Professor Dr. Shafiun Nahin Shimul
from the Institute of Health Economics
at University of Dhaka highlighted
various aspects of the rapid needs
assessment tools validation at the
workshop.

It is worth mentioning that providing
social and mental health services to
10,000 students from public and
private universities in the country has
been targetted through the social
emotional wellbeing project. &
66
Professor Dr. SMA Faiz,
Chairman of the
University Grants
Commission (UGC) of
Bangladesh, said that
UGC is working as a
supporting organization
of the country’s higher
educational institutions
to meet the expectations
of the young generation
of the new Bangladesh.

He advised the
concerned authorities to
work as a team rather
than exercising control
over the universities in an
effort to raise the quality
of higher education and
research.
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UGC calls for creation of new
knowledge through research

GC Member Professor Dr.

Masuma Habib has urged the
teachers and researchers to creat
new knowledge through conducting
research activities to enhance the
quality of education in the country.
She noted that the teachers, students
and researchers will be benefitted if
the research findings get published.
The UGC is undertaking necessary
measures to provide support to this
end.

She made the' observations as the
Chief Guest at an academic seminar
entitted “Assessing the Relevance
Between PhD Theses obtained by
Teachers and Their Teaching related
Subjects.

The seminar was held at UGC on 09
April  2025. Dr. Md. Fakhrul Islam,
Secretary of the Commission,
delivered speech as Special Guest at
the event chaired by Dr. Durga Rani
Sarker, Director (Additional Charge)
of the Research Grants and Award
Division of UGC.

Professor Masuma Habib stated that
the UGC authorities have taken the
initiative to preserve research works in
digital format. A research database
will soon be developed. She believed
that researchers will benefitted in
many ways from this and it will help
prevent the repetition of research.She
further mentioned that quality
research  activities are  being
conducted in various fields, including
agriculture. She believed that these
research efforts will advance higher
education in the country.

Dr. Fakhrul Islam stated that in the
evolving context of Bangladesh, the
research findings of school and
college teachers will truly benefit the
welfare of the nation. These studies
will make an invaluable contribution to
creation of new knowledge. He added
that UGC will recommend to the
Directorate of Secondary and Higher
Education for assigning these PhD
holding teachers to the colleges
offering Honors and Master’s courses.

Professor Dr. Md. Shamsul Alam,
Vice-Chancellor, | slamic Arabic

University (IAU), Professor
Muhammad Asaduzzaman, Director
General, International Mother
Language Institute, Professor Dr.
Sayeed Ferdous,
Pro-Vice-Chancellor, Bangladesh
Open University, Professor Dr.
Mohammad  Abu Zafor Khan,
Pro-Vice-Chancellor, IAU, Professor
Dr. Md. Belal Hossain,

Pro-Vice-Chancellor,Sher-e-Bangla
Agricultural University, Professor Dr.
Mohammad Thoufiqul Islam and
Professor Dr. Nevin Farida of the
University of Dhaka, Professor Dr.
Khandakar Shariful Islam, Professor
Dr. Murad Ahmed Farukh, and
Professor Dr. Mahbuba Jahan of
Bangladesh Agricultural  University
and Professor Dr. Jasim Uddin of
Sher-e Bangla Agricultural University
were present at the event as subject
related expert members.

At the event, Md. Shahin Siraj,
Additional Director of the Research
Grants and Award Division and
Mohammad Nazrul Islam, Deputy

Director, Research Grants and Award
Division of UGC were present. It is
worth mentioning that this academic
seminar was organized to evaluate the
PhD dissertations of 12 teachers from
various government schools and
colleges in an effort to determine the
alignment of their obteined degrees
with their subject related teaching.

13
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conducting research
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that the teachers,
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5 he eminent educationists and
researchers have offered a set
of recommendations including
strengthening the monitoring activities
of the University Grants Commission
(UGC) of Bangladesh in order to
enhance the quality of research in the
country.

They made these suggestions at an
academic seminar titled "Assessing
the Relevance between PhD
Dissertations obteined by Teachers
and Their Teaching related Subjects."
UGC Member Professor Dr Masuma
Habib was present as the Chief Guest
at the event held at the UGC on 10
April 2025.

Dr. Md. Fakhrul Islam, Secretary of
the Commission, delivered his speech
as Special Guest on the occasion with
Dr. Durga Rani Sarker, Director
(Additional Charge) of the UGC's
Research Grants and Award Division
in the chair.

At the seminar, Professor Dr. ABM
Obaidul Islam, Vice Chancellor,
Bangladesh Open University,
Professor Dr. Ferdous Arfina Osman,
Member, Bangladesh Public Service
Commission Professor Dr.
Mohammad Azam, Director General
of Bangla Academy, Professor Dr.
ABM Shahidul Islam, Professor Dr.
Thoufiqul Islam, Professor Dr. S.M.
Ali Reza, Professor Nadia Newaz
Rimi, Professor Dr. Md. Ershad Halim,
University of Dhaka, Professor Dr.
Mahbuba Jahan, Bangladesh
Agricultural University and Professor
Dr. Nahid Akhtar, Jahangirnagar

UGC urged to strengthen supervision to
improve quality of research

,,E.'I

University were present as subject
related expert members.

Academics suggested for fixing the
number of words and pages in thesis
paper, clearly defining the goals and
objectives of research, removing
unnecessary topics from the research
and separating research in science,
technology, humanities and business
fields.

In her speech as the Chief Guest,
Professor Masuma Habib said that
teachers of the government colleges
are conducting high-quality research
activities. Like university teachers,
they are also creating new knowledge
and thus contributing to
nation-building activities. These
teachers deserve proper recognition
and evaluation. A database of such
teachers should be created. They can
be assigned to the reputed
government honors colleges across
the country. She also mentioned that,
for this purpose, a letter will soon be
sent from the University Grants
Commission (UGC) to the Directorate
of Secondary and Higher Education
(DSHE).

Dr. Fakhrul Islam stated that initiatives
have to be taken to promote research
activities from the college level in
order to enhance the quality of
research in the country, For building a
modern Bangladesh, emphasis should
be placed on research, innovation,
creativity, critical thinking, and
communication strategy. He further
mentioned that steps are being taken
to develop a comprehensive database

to preserve research projects funded
by the University Grants Commission
(UGC) and to curb the growing trend
of plagiarism in research.

The event was conducted by Md.
Shahin Siraj, Additional Director of the
Research Grants and Award Division
UGC. Deputy Director of the same
division Mohammad Nazrul Islam and
other relevant officials were also
present.

It is worth mentioning that this
academic seminar was organized to
evaluate the PhD dissertations of 11
teachers from various government
schools and colleges and to assess
the relevance of their degrees to the
subjects they are currently teaching. ¢
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