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Editorial

Since gaining independence, Bangladesh
has taken significant steps to expand
access to higher education. As a result,
the number of public universities has
increased to 61, with 56 already engaged
in academic activities. Additionally, there
are 116 private universities, 106 of which
are currently operational.

However, as we address the challenges
arising from this expansion, maintaining
quality remains our most formidable
challenge. In the wake of the July
Uprising, expectations among students,
parents, and stakeholders in higher
education have soared. For the
Commission under new leadership, this
evolving landscape presents both an
inspiring opportunity and a significant test
of capacity.

Raising the standards of higher education,
modernizing teaching methods and
curricula, fostering research excellence,
integrating digital technologies, and
aligning universities with global
benchmarks are urgent imperatives. We
must reimagine universities not just as
centers for the transmission of knowledge,
but as integrated hubs of innovation,
ethics, creativity, and human values.

To empower the youth of Bangladesh in
the competitive global arena, we must
emphasize international rankings,
collaborative research, faculty and student
exchange programs, and strong
connections between academia and
industry.

This issue of the Bulletin highlights the
notable initiatives and efforts undertaken
by the University Grants Commission
(UGC), which we hope will serve as a
guiding light for all stakeholders in the
higher education sector. We extend our
heartfelt gratitude to everyone who
contributed their dedication and intellect to
the preparation and publication of this
Bulletin.

Prof. Dr. Mohammad Tanzimuddin Khan
Member, UGC
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Tripartite deal signed to facilitate
online attestation of certificates for
students going abroad

(770 make the attestation of
J certificates for students traveling
abroad simpler, faster, and more
secure, a tripartite Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) has been
signed among the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, the University ~ Grants
Commission of Bangladesh (UGC),
and Aspire to Innovate (a2i)
Programme.

Under this arrangement, students of
universities under UGC will be able to

pay service fees for certificate
attestation through the National
Payment Gateway “EkPay” while

applying via the myGov platform.

The MoU was signed at UGC on 18
February 2025 by Md. Mamunur
Rashid Bhuiyan, Project Director of
a2i; Dr. Md. Fakhrul Islam, Secretary
of UGC; and Dr. Shah Mohammad
Tanvir Monsur, Director General
(Consular & Welfare), Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, on behalf of their
respective institutions.

The signing ceremony was attended
by UGC Chairman Professor Dr. SMA
Faiz; UGC Members Professor
Mohammad Tanzimuddin Khan,
Professor Dr. Mohammad Anwar
Hossen, Professor Dr. Md. Saidur
Rahman, Dr. Md. Nazrul Islam,
Secretary (East), Ministry of Foreign

Affairs; UGC Directors Md. Omar
Faruque (Information Management,
Communication and Training Division)
and Md. Rezaul Karim Hawlader
(Finance and Accounts Division); Joint
Secretary Tahmina Rahman;
Additional Directors Engineer
Mohammad Ziaur Rahman and Md.
Golam Mostafa, along with senior
officials from the respective
institutions.

Speaking on the occasion, UGC
Chairman Professor SMA Faiz said
that through this integrated online
attestation system, students will now
be able to pay their attestation fees via
the EkPay gateway. He sought the
cooperation of all stakeholders for the
successful implementation of this
initiative.

Dr. Nazrul Islam, Secretary (East) of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
observed that bringing all universities
under a unified online attestation
platform was a challenging task. He
thanked UGC for making the process
easier and called upon stakeholders to
extend online certificate attestation
facilities to Bangladeshi embassies
abroad.

According to the MoU, the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs will prepare necessary
rules, guidelines, and policies to
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implement the Apostille system and
coordinate with all parties. UGC will
issue instructions to universities for
implementation, ensure that students

are informed about attestation
charges, and facilitate payment
through universities. EkPay  will

provide universities with the required
access to the integrated online
attestation management system.

UGC also emphasized the importance

of solving local challenges with
homegrown software solutions,
promoting their use, and
strengthening the security and

monitoring of the online attestation
system.

It may be noted that the online
Apostille attestation system has been
introduced for students seeking higher
education and employment abroad.
The Apostille process will save time,
cost, and effort for students while
reducing suffering.

Through this initiative, the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of
Education, the ICT Division’s aZ2i
Programme, and UGC will jointly
facilitate Apostille-based online
certificate attestation for students
graduating from all universities in

Bangladesh via the myGov platform. ¢

UGC holds meeting on launching
PhD programs at private universities

A stakeholder  consultation  on

defining eligibility criteria for
introducing PhD programs at the
country’s private universities was held
at the University Grants Commission
of Bangladesh (UGC) on 19 March
2025. The session was graced by
UGC Chairman Professor Dr. SMA
Faiz, who attended as the Chief
Guest.

The meeting was presided over by Dr.
Sultan Mahmud Bhuiyan, Director of
the Private University Management
Division, while Professor Dr.
Mohammad Anwar Hossen, UGC
Member, addressed the gathering as
Special Guest.

The event drew participation from a
wide spectrum of stakeholders,
including Professor Dr. SM Kabir,

Member of the Bangladesh
Accreditation Council,
Vice-Chancellors and nominated

representatives from 22 public and
private universities.

In  his remarks, UGC Chairman

Professor Dr. Faiz underscored that
the Commission does not differentiate
between public and private
universities; rather, it prioritizes
ensuring the quality of education
across the board. He noted that the
sustainability of PhD programs at
private universities would be carefully
assessed before approval. Calling for

integrity and dedication, he urged
vice-chancellors and university
authorites  to  discharge  their

responsibilities with the highest ethical
commitment.

Professor Dr. Anwar Hossen observed
that the demand for introducing PhD
programs at private universities has
been longstanding. He emphasized
the importance of considering whether
such programs would genuinely
contribute to nation-building and
sustainable development. He added
that any decision in this regard must
be both prudent and aligned with
societal needs, taken through
meaningful engagement with
stakeholders.

The meeting also put forward a set of
concrete recommendations for rolling
out PhD programs at private
universities which include - restricting
the initiative to universities operating
from permanent campuses with
demonstrated capacity; formulating a
unified national policy on PhD
degrees; prohibiting honorary and
online PhD awards; ensuring
permanent faculty appointments;
mandating international faculty and
student participation; resolving
inconsistencies in awarding degrees;
requiring publication of research in
international, peer-reviewed journals
of recognized quality; setting a
standard minimum CGPA for PhD
eligibility; allowing opportunities for
joint PhD degrees with public
universities and establishing a
dedicated monitoring cell at UGC to
oversee the quality of PhD programs.

As part of the session, Professor Dr.
S.M. Hafizur Rahman and Professor
Dr. Mohammad Ali Jinnah of the
Institute of Education and Research,
University of Dhaka, presented a
detailed concept paper on the
proposed  framework for  PhD
programs at private universities. ¢
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UGC calis for
implementation

of digital signatures
fo ensure
cybersecurity

hile digital technologies have ushered in unprecedented convenience to

human life, they have also introduced new dimensions of security risks. In
light of these challenges, Professor Dr. SMA Faiz, Chairman of the University
Grants Commission of Bangladesh (UGC), has called for heightened awareness
and the adoption of robust cybersecurity measures to safeguard personal,
institutional, and state information.

He made this call on 28 January 2025 while addressing as the Chief Guest at a
workshop on Digital Signature jointly organized by the Office of the Controller of
the Certification Authorities (CCA) under the ICT Division and the UGC at the
Commission’s auditorium.

The inaugural session of the workshop was graced by UGC Member Professor
Dr. Md. Saidur Rahman and UGC Secretary Dr. Md. Fakhrul Islam as Special
Guests. The program was presided over by Md. Omar Faruque, Director of
UGC'’s Information Management, Communication and Training Division, while
the welcome address was delivered by ATM Ziaul Islam, Controller of the CCA
Office.

The UGC Chairman noted that Bangladesh has long entered the digital era, and
to keep the digital sphere safe, constant vigilance is essential. He expressed
hope that the workshop on digital signatures would prove instrumental in
securing information exchange, particularly in government institutions.

In his remarks as Special Guest, Professor Dr. Md. Saidur Rahman emphasized
that the use of digital signatures ensures the integrity of information as well as
the authentication of both sender and receiver. To make this system more widely
adoptable, he underscored the need to render it cost-effective and urged the
concerned authorities to specify the areas where its application would be most
pertinent.

Speakers at the event further observed that the successful implementation of
digital signatures could play a vital role in preventing forgery and reducing
cybercrimes. They stressed that communications authenticated through digital
signatures leave no room for subsequent denial. Furthermore, they opined that
incorporating digital signatures in university-issued certificates would effectively
curb certificate fraud.

During the workshop, Naznin Akter, Assistant Engineer (IT Security) of the CCA
Office, conducted a technical session on “implementation of digital signature in
universities under the UGC and the role of the UGC.” Senior officials of UGC
(Grade 5 and above) along with representatives from the CCA Office attended
the program. ¢

3 university
faculty awarded
research fellowships
on SBC

(s hree faculty members from
J public and private universities in
Bangladesh have been awarded
prestigious fellowships to conduct
research on Social and Behavioral
Change (SBC). The fellowships,
offered under the joint UGC-UNICEF
program, aim to foster cutting-edge
research in the field of SBC and to
enhance the research capacity of
university teachers on this vital theme.

The recipients of the fellowship are-
Professor Dr. Md. Robiul Islam,
Institute of Social Welfare and
Research, University of Dhaka; Dr.
Muhammad Akram Uzzaman,
Associate Professor and Chair,
Department of Psychology, Jagannath
University; and Dr. Mahfuza Parveen,
Associate Professor, Department of
Environmental Science and Disaster
Management, Daffodil International
University.

The announcement was made at a
meeting held at the UGC auditorium,
presided over by Professor Dr. SMA
Faiz, Chairman of the University
Grants Commission of Bangladesh
(UGC). The program was attended by
UGC Members Professor  Dr.
Mohammad Tanzimuddin Khan,
Professor Dr. Mohammad Anwar

UGC Bulletin, Vol. 25, No.1, January-March 2025

3



Hossen, Professor Dr. Md. Saidur
Rahman, and Professor Dr. Masuma
Habib;  UNICEF’s  representative
Khandaker Lutful Khaled; UGC
Secretary Dr. Md. Fakhrul Islam;
Director of Finance and Accounts
Division Md. Rezaul Karim Hawlader;
Director ~ (Current  Charge) of
International Collaboration Division
Mst. Jesmin Pervin; and other senior
UGC officials.

In his presidential remarks, UGC
Chairman Professor Dr. SMA Faiz
urged the awardees to carry out their
research with utmost transparency
and sincerity. He expressed
confidence that the findings would
serve as a critical guide for designing
effective interventions and shaping
policies in the field of social and
behavioral change. He further noted
that the continuation of the program
would depend on the success of the
research projects, underscoring that
the outcomes would be disseminated
widely to serve societal needs.

Professor Dr. Mohammad Anwar
Hossen, UGC Member and Convener
of the Fellowship Selection
Committee, emphasized that the
selection of the three fellows was
made through a strictly competitive
and transparent process. He observed
that their research outcomes are
expected to play a pivotal role in
fostering fundamental shifts in social
behavior. He further added that the
findings would contribute significantly
to policy formulation by ensuring the
inclusion of marginalized
communities, thereby advancing the
vision of an equitable society.

The event also brought together
members of the Core Committee for
the SBC program, including
Sharmeen Ahmed, Senior Lecturer,
Department of Social Sciences and

Humanities, Independent University,
Bangladesh; Dr. Syed Tanveer
Rahman, Associate Professor,
Department of Psychology, University
of Dhaka; and Dr. Tauhid Hossain
Khan, Associate Professor,
Department of Sociology, Jagannath
University, and also the consultant of
the program.

It may be noted that UGC had earlier
invited proposals through a public call
for applications. A total of 120 faculty
members and researchers from both
public and private universities
submitted proposals. Under the
leadership of Professor Dr.
Mohammad Anwar Hossen, a
five-member evaluation committee
rigorously reviewed the submissions
and, upon thorough assessment,
selected the three most promising
candidates for the fellowship. ¢

UGC calls for 4pc of
national budget allocation to HE

(7~ he University Grants Commission (UGC) of Bangladesh has urged the
J government to allocate at least 4 percent of the national budget to the
higher education sector in the upcoming fiscal year.

“Education, agriculture, and health should be given the highest priority for
ensuring human security. At least 4 percent of the national budget must be
allocated to higher education. If this can be ensured, the much-needed budget
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for research will be increased,” said
UuGC Member Professor Dr.
Mohammad Tanzimuddin Khan.

He made these remarks on 19
February 2025 at a workshop
organized by UGC on the evaluation
of research project proposals in the
subsector of Social Sciences for the
fiscal year 2023-2024.

Chairing the session, UGC Member
Professor Dr. Masuma Habib
expressed optimism, noting that three
university teachers are currently
holding positions as the Advisers in
the government. She hoped they
would show generosity in enhancing
the budget for education and research
to meet the nations’ expectations.

At present, less than one percent of
the national budget is allocated to
higher education.

Professor Tanzimuddin Khan further
emphasized the need to ensure
quality education, noting that UGC
must evaluate genuine researchers.
He underscored that academic merit
should be prioritized over political
affiliation when awarding research
grants. He also highlighted the
importance of selecting research
projects that can generate tangible
welfare-oriented impacts for society.

The workshop was attended by
eminent academics, including
National University Vice-Chancellor
Professor Dr. ASM Amanullah;
Pro-Vice-Chancellor Professor Dr.
Muhammad Nurul Islam; Dhaka
University  Professors  Giti  Ara
Nasreen, Dr. Nasrin Sultana, Dr. Md.
Abdus Salam, Dr. Md. Sirajul Islam,
Dr. Kamal Uddin Ahmed Chowdhury
and Dr. Samina Luthfa; and Professor
Muhammad Faridul Alam of the

University of Chittagong.
Key recommendations from the
workshop  included- making it

mandatory to publish research papers
in nationally and internationally
recognized journals; ensuring ethical
review of all research projects;
avoiding repeated allocations for the
same project; organizing workshops
and training on proposal writing;
aligning research themes with societal
needs; developing a national research
database; opening new academic
departments in universities to meet
national priorities; and significantly
increasing allocations for research.

The session was conducted by Md.
Shahin Siraj, Additional Director of the
Research Grants and Award Division.
A total of 17 research project
proposals were evaluated during the
workshop.

UGC urges university teachers
to work for protection
of women’s and children’s rights

Social Behavior Change (SBC)
&4 Capacity Building with Academics
‘ Training ‘? 3o
Date: 14th and 15th January 2025 r&ﬁ‘.i‘
‘ Venue: BRAC ¢ Development Management ‘
- " [ 1A

ember of the University Grants
Commission of Bangladesh

(UGC) Professor Dr. Mohammad
Anwar Hossen has called upon
university teachers to actively work
toward changing negative societal
attitudes and safeguarding the rights
of women and children. He made the
appeal during delivering address as
the Chief Guest at the closing
ceremony of a training program held
on 15 January 2025 at BRAC CDM,
Savar.

The training, jointly organized by
UNICEF and UGC, was aimed at
“Capacity Building of University
Teachers on Social and Behavioral
Change (SBC).”

UGC Member Professor Dr. Masuma
Habib attended the event as special
guest. The ceremony was presided
over by Mst. Jesmin Parvin, Director

of UGC’s International Collaboration
Division (ICD). Bridget Job-Johnson,
Chief of UNICEF’s SBC Section, and

Badrul Hasan, SBC Program
Manager, also addressed the
participants.

Professor Masuma Habib highlighted
the importance of the training in
enhancing university teachers’
capacity to address social and
behavioral change. She urged faculty
members to apply the knowledge and
skills gained from the program in their
classrooms to foster behavioral
change.

At the event, Professor Anwar Hossen
distributed certificates among the
participants.

Under the joint initiative of UNICEF
and UGC, the SBC program
encompasses research in behavioral
sciences at the university level,
curriculum and policy development,
fellowship provision, introduction of
short courses, training programs,
seminars, and workshops.

The two-day training, moderated by
UGC Deputy Director Mohammad
Nazrul Islam, brought together 40
faculty members from 20 public and
private universities. Senior Assistant
Director of ICD, Khandker Sabahat
Rizvee, along with other UGC and
UNICEF officials, were also present.¢
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UGC calis for simplifying patent registration

S implifying the process of patent registration is essential for protecting
intellectual property, said Professor Dr. Masuma Habib, Member of the
University Grants Commission of Bangladesh (UGC).

She made the remarks as chief guest at a day-long workshop on “Ensuring
Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) for University Teachers” organized by UGC on
17 February 2025 at the URP Lecture Theatre of the Academic Building, Khulna
University.

The event was chaired by Dr. Durga Rani Sarker, Director of UGC’s Strategic
Planning and Quality Assurance (SPQA) Division. Special guests included
Professor Dr. Md. Rezaul Karim, Vice-Chancellor of Khulna University, and Dr.
Md. Fakhrul Islam, Secretary of UGC.

In her address, Professor Masuma announced that UGC is taking the initiative to
establish a dedicated cell to safeguard the intellectual property rights of
university teachers’ innovative ideas and inventions. This cell will create a pool
of lawyers to provide rapid support for patent registration. She emphasized that
a stronger intellectual property regime is vital, and the registration process must
be made more accessible.

She further noted that intellectual property rights provide legal recognition for
creative works, innovations, and other intellectual inventions. While widely
embraced in the developed world, IPR has not gained similar popularity in
Bangladesh due to bureaucratic complexities. To address this, UGC has been
conducting awareness workshops on IPR across the country.

Khulna University Vice-Chancellor Professor Rezaul Karim observed that
impactful research is taking place at his university, but teachers are being
deprived of intellectual property rights due to the complexities of patent
registration. He expressed hope that UGC'’s initiative would encourage the
relevant authorities to simplify the process.

UGC Secretary Dr. Md. Fakhrul Islam stressed that intellectual property rights
are indispensable for meeting the challenges of the Fourth Industrial Revolution
and the 21st century, as well as for building a knowledge-based society. He
urged all stakeholders to engage more actively in patent registration to keep
pace with the developed world.

During the technical session, Engineer Mohammad Monir Ullah, Deputy Director
of UGC’s SPQA Division, and Md. Habibur Rahman, Deputy Director of the
Department of Patents, Designs and Trademarks, highlighted key aspects of the
patent registration process.

A total of 25 teachers from 12 universities, including Khulna University,
participated in the workshop. ¢

UGC and EMGS
hold meeting
o enhance
quality of HE

n line with the signed

Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU), a meeting was held between
the University Grants Commission of
Bangladesh (UGC) and
representatives of Education Malaysia
Global Services (EMGS) on 13
February 2025 at the UGC conference
room. The meeting aimed to outline an
action plan for implementing joint
initiatives to enhance the quality of
higher education (HE) and research in
Bangladesh.

It may be recalled that on 27
November 2024, UGC and EMGS
signed a MoU at a hotel in Kuala
Lumpur to foster joint cooperation in
advancing higher education and
research in Bangladesh. Under this
MoU, both parties agreed to exchange
updated information on  higher
education, provide Bangladeshi
students with guidance on pursuing
studies in Malaysia, extend support in
admission procedures at Malaysian
universities, share information on
scholarships and financial assistance,
and promote collaborative research
and capacity-building activities.

The meeting was chaired by UGC
Member Professor Dr. Mohammad
Anwar Hossen. Other participants
from the UGC side included UGC
Member Professor Dr. Md. Saidur
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Rahman, UGC Secretary Dr. Md. Fakhrul Islam, and Director of the International
Collaboration Division Mst Jesmin Parvin.

The three-member EMGS delegation was led by Azhar bin Mohamed, Head of
the Corporate Strategy Division. The other members of the delegation were
Mohamed Khairul Zaimi bin Abd Ghani, Manager of the Strategic Planning and
Engagement Division, and Syed M. Ariful Hasan of Knowledge Hub Malaysia.

In his remarks, Mohammad Anwar Hossen noted that Bangladesh currently has
115 private universities, of which 106 are operational. Alongside public
universities, UGC has strengthened monitoring to ensure quality education in
these institutions. He welcomed the Malaysian government’s interest in
supporting Bangladesh’s efforts to improve education and research and urged
the delegation to identify the similarities and gaps between the higher education
systems of the two countries and find ways of resolving the issues.

He further mentioned that UGC is working to send 100 students, who actively
participated in the July—August mass uprising, to Malaysia for higher studies
under scholarship schemes. He sought EMGS’s cooperation in facilitating the
admission of these students to Malaysian universities and ensuring the
completion of their degrees through joint collaboration.

Speaking at the meeting, Azhar bin Mohamed noted that more than 5,000
Bangladeshi students enroll in Malaysian universities each year. He reaffirmed
EMGS’s commitment to extending all possible support to ensure a smooth
academic journey for Bangladeshi students in Malaysia.

He also emphasized the importance of developing a framework for credit
transfer, launching student and faculty exchange programs, and undertaking
joint research initiatives to further strengthen collaboration.

Both sides expressed their commitment to taking the necessary steps to
implement the MoU without delay. e

UGC organizes workshop on
Intellectual Property Rights
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Commission of Bangladesh (UGC)
organized a workshop on Intellectual
Property Rights (IPR) in Syedpur,
Nilphamari.

The event took place on 2 February
2025 at the conference hall of
Bangladesh Army University of
Science and Technology (BAUST),
Syedpur. As part of the
implementation of the Strategic Plan
for Higher Education 2018-2030, the
workshop sought to raise awareness
among university faculty about the
necessity of safeguarding intellectual
property rights and to encourage them
to pursue innovations with legal
protection.

UGC Member Professor Dr. Masuma
Habib attended the workshop as the
Chief Guest. Brigadier General ABM
Humayun Kabir, Vice-Chancellor of
Bangladesh Army University of
Science and Technology (BAUST),
and Dr. Md. Fakhrul Islam, Secretary
of the UGC, delivered speeches at the
event as Special Guests. The program
was chaired by Dr. Durga Rani Sarker,
Director of the UGC’s Strategic
Planning and Quality Assurance
(SPQA) Division.

The workshop was attended by the
faculty members from several
universities, including Hajee
Mohammad Danesh Science and
Technology University, Bangladesh
Aviation and Aerospace University,
Bangladesh Army University of
Science and Technology (Syedpur),
Pundra University of Science and
Technology, Khwaja Yunus Ali
University, Teesta University
Rangpur, and Daffodil International
University.

In the technical session, Mohammad
Monir Ullah, Deputy Director of the
UGC’s SPQA Division, and Md.
Habibur Rahman, Deputy Director of
the Department of Patents, Designs
and Trademarks, highlighted various
aspects of patent registration and

provided practical guidance on

(= o enhance the protection of the quality of research to international  navigating the intellectual property
J intellectual property and elevate  standards, the University Grants regime.
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UGC holds coordination meeting on
social and behavioral change issues

Acoordination meeting of the
Management and  Steering
Committee on research and faculty
capacity-building programs related to
Social and Behavioral Change was
held at the UGC Auditorium on 11
February 2025. The session was
chaired by UGC Member Professor
Dr. Mohammad Anwar Hossen.

The meeting was attended by UGC
Secretary Dr. Md. Fakhrul Islam;
Professor Dr. Syed Abdul Hamid of
the Institute of Health Economics,
University of Dhaka; Md. Rezaul
Karim Hawlader, Director of UGC'’s
Finance and Accounts Division; Mst.
Jesmin Pervin, Director of UGC'’s
International Collaboration Division;
Associate Professor Syed Tanvir
Rahman of the Department of
Psychology, University of Dhaka;
Associate  Professor Dr. Touhid
Hossain Khan of the Department of
Sociology, Jagannath  University;
Associate  Professor Dr. Sarkar
Barbaq Quarmal of the Department of
Media Studies, University of Liberal
Arts Bangladesh; Senior Lecturer
Sharmin Ahmed of the Department of
Sociology, Independent University,
Bangladesh; and UNICEF
representative Khondker Lutful Khaled
and relevant UGC officials.

In his presidential address, Professor
Anwar Hossen underscored the
importance of ensuring integrity and
transparency in the evaluation of
social and behavioral change projects.
He advised prioritizing initiatives that
can bring about tangible positive
transformations in  society and
safeguard the rights of women and
children.

The meeting also featured in-depth
discussions on training programs for
faculty members, calls for research
projects, and the establishment of a

research repository in the field of
social and behavioral change.

It is noteworthy that UGC and UNICEF
are jointly implementing a partnership
program in this domain. The initiative
covers a wide range of activities,
including fellowships and short
courses in  behavioral science
research, formulation of policies and
curricula and capacity-building
training, seminars, and workshops at

universities across the country.
Furthermore, the program
incorporates interventions on child

and maternal health, nutrition, and
social protection. ¢

UGC urges protection
of Intellectual Property

Member of the University Grants
Commission (UGC) of
Bangladesh Professor Dr. Masuma
Habib has called upon university
teachers to safeguard their original
research and ensure the protection of

intellectual property. She also urged
faculty members to enhance their

professional skills and to pursue
high-quality research that contributes
to the reputation of both their
universities and the nation.
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Highlighting the importance of
Intellectual Property Rights (IPR), Dr.

Masuma Habib encouraged
academics to remain vigilant in
protecting their intellectual
contributions. She further assured

researchers of necessary support
from UGC in securing their intellectual
property.

She made the remarks as the Chief
Guest at a workshop on IPR,
organized to promote the protection of
university teachers’ intellectual
property and to elevate the standard
of research to the global level. The
workshop was held on 24 February
2025, at Bangladesh Agricultural
University (BAU), with participation
from faculty members of ten public
and private universities from the
Mymensingh and Sylhet divisions.

As part of the implementation of the
Strategic Plan for Higher Education
2018-2030, UGC has been organizing
such workshops to raise awareness
among faculty members about
intellectual property rights and to
encourage them to safeguard their
research outputs.

The event was presided over by Dr.
Durga Rani Sarker, UGC Director.
Among the speakers were Professor
Dr. Md. Shahidul Haque, Student
Affairs Advisor at BAU, and Dr. Md.
Fakhrul Islam, UGC Secretary. The
workshop was moderated by UGC
Deputy Director Engineer Mohammad
Monir Ullah. Also present were
Professor Dr. M. Asaduzzaman
Sarkar, Director of BAU’s IQAC, UGC
Additional Director Akram Ali Khan,
and other senior officials.

Serving as resource person, Md.
Habibur Rahman, Deputy Director of
the Department of Patents, Designs
and Trademarks, provided insights on

patent registration and the legal
frameworks governing intellectual
property. ¢

PIC meeting on Social
and Behavioral Change
project held

o

5 he Project Implementation
Committee (PIC) meeting of the
joint  UGC-UNESCO initiative on
Social and Behavioral Change was
held on 11 February 2025 at the
University Grants Commission (UGC)
of Bangladesh.

The project aims to deliver mental
health services to 10,000 students
from 22 public and private universities
who suffered trauma during the
anti-discrimination student movement.
It specifically targets universities in
Dhaka, Sylhet, Chattogram, Rajshahi,
and Khulna regions, with the goal of
helping affected students return to
normal life and fully re-engage with
their studies.

The meeting, chaired by UGC
Member Professor Dr. Mohammad
Anwar Hossen, was attended by Dr.
Muhammad Kamruzzaman
Mozumder, Professor Dr. Mahjabeen
Haque , and Professor Dr. Shafiun
Nahin Shimul of the University of
Dhaka; UGC Secretary Dr. Md.
Fakhrul Islam; Director Mst. Jesmin
Pervin; Additional Directors
Muhammad Nazmul Islam and Akram
Ali Khan; Associate Professor Syed
Tanvir Rahman of the University of
Dhaka; Assistant Professor Dr.
Tabassum Amina of BRAC University;
student coordinators Tarek-ul Islam
and Umama Fatema; UNESCO
Program Officer Raju Das; along with
other relevant officials of UGC.

The committee decided to assess
students’ needs and provide

February and to include
representatives of private universities

in the student coordination
committees.
In his remarks, Professor Anwar

Hossen observed that many students
who participated in the July—August
uprising remain deeply traumatized.
He emphasized the urgent necessity
of counseling services, noting that
restoring confidence and ensuring
students’ psychological well-being are
essential steps toward overcoming the
crisis.

Professor Mehjabeen Haque
highlighted that the psychophysical
stress experienced by injured students
continues to affect them severely. She
pointed to risks of mental disorders
among participants in events such as
the protest in Rangpur led by Abu
Sayeed and other mass uprisings.
Many students, she noted, lost limbs,
eyesight, or other organs during the
protests, leaving them anxious about
an uncertain future. She called for
collective efforts, including trauma
therapy and appropriate treatment, to
support this vulnerable population.

Spokesperson of the
anti-discrimination student movement
Umama Fatema stated that while
some mental health initiatives were
undertaken immediately after the
protests, sustained
government-backed efforts have been
lacking. She noted that public
university students received some
assistance, but private universities

counseling services accordingly. It quickly resumed classes and
also decided to develop a examinations without addressing
comprehensive  framework within  students’ trauma. Fatema urged
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greater attention to the mental health
of private university students and
recommended financial assistance for
economically disadvantaged protest
participants. Referring to  the
Department of Physiotherapy and
Rehabilitation at Jashore University of
Science  and Technology, she
suggested mobilizing the center to
provide medical and rehabilitation
services to injured students.

Student coordinator Tarek-ul Islam
proposed that colleges under the
National University also be included in
the mental health program, pointing
out that a large number of their
students were injured during the
anti-discrimination movement. ¢

UGC calis for
increased
education budget
to promote
quality research

g) rofessor Dr. Masuma Habib,
Member of the University Grants
Commission (UGC) of Bangladesh,
has urged the interim government to
increase budgetary allocation for the
education sector in the upcoming
fiscal year. She emphasized that
enhanced investment is essential to
ensure adequate infrastructure and a
conducive environment for conducting
high-quality applied research.

“To build world-class universities, we
must allocate more funds to education
and research,” she noted.
“Bangladesh has produced only one
Nobel laureate so far. With greater
budgetary support, our researchers
will be able to drive innovations that
could lead to future Nobel prizes.
Such investments will also strengthen
the global rankings of our universities.”

She made these remarks as the chief
guest at a daylong workshop on the
evaluation of research proposals in
engineering sciences under the
Science and Technology Section for
the fiscal year 2023-2024. The event,

organized by UGC’s Research and
Grants Management Division, was
held at the Commission’s auditorium
on 13 January.

Professor Masuma further expressed
optimism, noting that the Chief Adviser
and the Education Adviser of the
interim government were both former
university faculty members, and thus
she hoped they would play a
supportive role in increasing
allocations for higher education.

Highlighting the need to nurture a
research-oriented and scientifically
minded younger generation, she
urged policymakers to reinstate travel
grants for university teachers to attend
international  conferences.  “Such
opportunities allow faculty members to
connect with peers across the globe,
enhance their expertise, and
exchange fresh research ideas,” she
said.

Professor Habib also called on project
evaluators to  select research
initiatives  that promise tangible
benefits for the nation. She advised

researchers to  ensure timely
implementation of projects and the
judicious use of public funds. UGC,
she reaffirmed, will continue to extend
support for quality research.

The workshop was chaired by Dr.
Ferdous Zaman, Director of UGC'’s
Research and Grants Management
Division, while Additional Director
Mohammad Kabirul Hasan also
addressed the event. Senior Assistant
Director Bishwanath Biswas
moderated the proceedings. Senior
academics and researchers from
various public universities participated
in evaluating research proposals.

During the workshop, evaluators
urged UGC to further strengthen the
research ecosystem by creating a
supportive environment, establishing
shared laboratory facilities, providing
financial assistance for publications,
reinstating and fully funding travel
grants for international conferences,
increasing research allocations, and
ensuring timely disbursement of
project funds. &
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UGC

urges integration
of SBC studies into
HE curriculum

M ember of the UGC Professor Dr. Mohammad Anwar Hossen, has called on
the relevant authorities to incorporate issues of social and behavioral
change (SBC)—along with strategies for addressing emerging challenges—into
higher education curricula.

He also urged university faculty and researchers to conduct more extensive
studies on SBC to better understand and address its impact.

Dr. Hossen made these remarks as the chief guest at a two-day training program
on Capacity Building of University Teachers on Social and Behavioral Change.
The training was organized under a joint initiative of UNICEF and UGC and
inaugurated on 14 January 2025 at BRAC CDM, Savar.

The opening session was addressed by Mst. Jesmin Pervin, Director of UGC'’s
International Collaboration Division (ICD); Bridget Job-Johnson, Chief of the SBC
Section at UNICEF; and Badrul Hasan, SBC Program Manager at UNICEF.

Highlighting the urgency of the issue, Dr. Hossen stressed the need for a
comprehensive policy framework to properly address problems arising from
social and behavioral change and to bring marginalized communities into the
mainstream. He added that university faculty members could play a leading role
in advancing the rights of women and children.

UGC Director Jesmin Pervin noted that the initiative could pave the way for
further academic engagements, including research on behavioral sciences, the
introduction of SBC fellowships, short courses, training programs, seminars, and
workshops at the university level. She also emphasized that ensuring health,
nutrition, and social protection for mothers and children is an urgent necessity
under this program.

Speaking at the event, Bridget Job-Johnson observed that university teachers
and researchers have significant opportunities to contribute to raising awareness
and influencing public behavior through research-based knowledge and
communication skills. She thanked UGC for bringing university educators
together under a common platform for SBC.

Moderated by UGC Deputy Director Mohammad Nazrul Islam, the training
brought together 40 faculty members and researchers from 20 public and private
universities. Senior Assistant Director of ICD, Khandker Sabahat Rizvee, along
with other officials from UGC and UNICEF, were also present at the session.#
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UGC reviews
research project
progress at BAU

5 he University Grants
Commission of Bangladesh
(UGC) has undertaken monitoring and
evaluation of all ongoing research
projects at Bangladesh Agricultural
University (BAU).

The initiative was launched through a
workshop held on 23 February 2025 at
the conference hall of the Dean’s
Office, Faculty of Agriculture. The
workshop  formally marked the
beginning of progress monitoring of
UGC-funded research projects at the
university.

UGC Member Professor Dr. Masuma
Habib attended the workshop as the
chief guest, while Professor Dr. Md.
Hammadur Rahman, Director of the
Bangladesh Agricultural  University
Research System (BAURES), was
present as special guest. UGC
Secretary Dr. Md. Fakhrul Islam
chaired the event through virtual
platform. Also present were UGC
Additional Director Mohammad

Kabirul Hasan; Acting Registrar of
BAU Agriculturist Dr. Md. Helal Uddin;
Director of Public Relations and
Publications Mohammad Toufig-ul
Islam; along with faculty members and
postgraduate students from different
departments.

Professor Mashuma Habib noted,
“Until now, there had been no formal
monitoring system for UGC-funded
research projects. With this initiative,
BAU has officially launched a
structured monitoring process. This is
a landmark step. In the future, the
entire monitoring system will be fully

UGC delegation visits
University of Global Village

digitalized, enabling swift and efficient
oversight.”

In his remarks, Dr. Fakhrul Islam
emphasized the indispensable role of
advanced research in knowledge and
skill  development. “The  more
advanced a nation’s higher education
and research, the more developed the
country becomes,” he observed.
Stressing the importance of practical
and applied research for national
progress, he urged faculty members to
ensure that research outcomes reach
grassroots communities. &

delegation from the University

Grants Commission (UGC) of
Bangladesh visited the permanent
campus of the University of Global
Village on 8 February 2025.

The three-member team, led by Dr.
Md. Sultan Mahmud Bhuiyan, Director
of UGC’s Private University Division,
also inspected the land allocated for
the university’s permanent campus.
The delegation included UGC
Additional Director Md. Abdul Mannan
and Assistant Director BM Sohel Rana.

It may be noted that the UGC
constituted this committee to review
the academic, administrative, and
financial affairs of the private
university, located in Barishal.

During the visit, the delegation held
extensive  discussions with  the
university authorities on ensuring
academic excellence, enhancing the
quality of research, and fostering
awareness for the physical and mental
well-being of students.

The Vice-Chancellor, Pro-Vice
Chancellor, Treasurer, Registrar,
Chairman and members of the Board
of Trustees, along with other senior
officials of the university, were present
during the visit. ¢
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UGC to establish cell to
protect IPR of research and innovation

—

University Grants
(UGC) of

g
Commission
Bangladesh is set to take initiatives to
protect the intellectual property rights
(IPR) of university teachers’ research
and innovations. To this end, the UGC
will soon establish a dedicated cell.

This was announced by UGC Member
Professor Dr. Masuma Habib at a
workshop held on 4 February 2025 at
the UGC conference room. The
program was organized by the UGC'’s
Research and Grants Management
Division to review research project
proposals submitted under the
Business Studies sub-section of the
Arts and Social Sciences Research
section for the fiscal year 2023-2024.

In her address as chief guest,
Professor Masuma Habib emphasized
that safeguarding research and
innovation is essential to realizing the
spirit of the July Revolution. She
further noted that initiatives will be
taken to digitally archive research data
from universities across the country.

UGC is also actively considering
financial support for publishing
research in international journals,

while researchers who secure patents
will receive special incentives. Such
measures, she added, will enable
Bangladeshi universities to achieve
higher position in global rankings.

During the discussion, participating
researchers called for enhancing the
quality of research and publications,
increasing budget allocations,
reducing documentation expenses for
projects, investing more in initiatives
with tangible impact on the national

economy, strengthening collaboration

between academia and industry,
preparing high-quality project
proposals, ensuring proper

referencing, facilitating publication in
international journals, building
research capacity, and fostering an
environment conducive to the creation
of new knowledge.

The event was attended by Professor
Dr. Chowdhury Saima Ferdous,
Member of the Bangladesh Public
Service Commission; Prof. Dr. Md.

Hasanath Ali, Vice-Chancellor of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Muijibur
Rahman University; Professor M.

Jahangir Alam Chowdhury, Treasurer
of the University of Dhaka, Professor
Dr. Mohammad Helal Uddin;
Professor Dr. Md. Shahidul Islam;
Professor Md. Maksudur Rahman
Sarkar and Professor Dr. Shakila
Yasmin of Dhaka University;
Professor Dr. Md. Atikul Islam of the
University of Rajshahi; Professor Dr.
Irene Akhtar, Associate Professors
Momtaz Akhtar and Abu Saif Md.
Muntakimul  Bari Chowdhury of
Jahangirnagar University; Professor
Dr. Sheikh Rafiqul Islam of Jagannath
University; and Professor Dr. Md.
Khairul Islam of Shahjalal University of
Science and Technology.

The seminar was chaired by Dr.
Ferdous Zaman, Director of UGC'’s
Research and Grants Management
Division, and conducted by the
division’s Additional Director Md.
Shahin Siraj. Senior UGC officials
concerned were also present on the
occasion. ¢

UGC holds
meeting on social
and behavior
change

5 he second meeting of the
Program  Management and
Coordination Committee on Social
and Behavior Change (SBC) research
and faculty capacity building issues
was held at the University Grants
Commission (UGC) of Bangladesh.

At the meeting, a decision was taken
to organize two workshops in March
2025 focused on  developing
university-level courses and curricula
on SBC. Faculty members and
researchers from various public and
private universities are expected to
participate.

The coordination meeting was held on
the afternoon of 27 February 2025 at
the UGC, chaired by UGC Member
Professor Dr. Mohammad Anwar
Hossen. Among the participants were
Mst. Jesmin Parvin, Director (Current
charge) of UGC’s International
Collaboration Division; Professor Dr.
Nurul Islam and Associate Professor
Syed Tanvir Rahman of the University
of Dhaka; Professor Dr. Sarkar
Barbag Quarmal of the University of
Liberal Arts Bangladesh; Md. Badrul
Hasan, SBC Program Manager of
UNICEF; and UNICEF representative
Khandaker Lutful Khaled, along with
relevant UGC officials.
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UGC delegation
visits Bangladesh
Army University
of Science and
Technology

three-member delegation from

the University Grants
Commission of Bangladesh (UGC),
led by Professor Dr. Mohammad
Anwar Hossen, Member of the
Commission, paid an official visit to
the Bangladesh Army University of
Science and Technology (BAUST) in
Khulna on 1 March 2025.

The visit was undertaken in response
to the university’s application for an
increase in  student intake in
UGC-approved academic programs.

The delegation comprised Dr. Sultan
Mahmud Bhuiyan, Director of the

Private University Management
Division, and Nure Shahrin Islam,
Senior Assistant Director, who

accompanied Professor Dr. Anwar

Hossain during the inspection.

As part of the visit, the delegation
inspected the land allocated for the
permanent campus, as well as the
classrooms, library, laboratories, and
other physical facilities at the

b

_.

Following a
the
delegation observed that the newly
established private university has
fulfilled the stipulated conditions for

temporary campus.
comprehensive  assessment,

enhancing student capacity in its

approved programs.

In addition to infrastructural review,
the visiting team engaged in extensive
discussions  with the university
authorities on ensuring educational
quality, strengthening research
standards, and fostering the holistic
development—both  physical and
mental—of students, which are
essential to remain competitive in the
global academic landscape.

During the exchange meeting,
Professor Dr. Mohammad Anwar
Hossen emphasized the importance of
equipping students not only with
subject-based knowledge but also
with life skills, refined perspectives,
and a sense of social responsibility,
thereby nurturing them into competent
and conscientious citizens. ¢

In his remarks, Professor Anwar
Hossen emphasized the need for
integrity and  transparency in
evaluating projects related to social
and behavior change.

It may be noted that UGC and
UNICEF are jointly implementing a
partnership program on social and
behavioral change. The Iinitiative
covers a broad range of activities,
including research in behavioral
sciences, fellowships, short courses,
policy and curriculum development,
training, seminars, and workshops on
SBC. It also encompasses initiatives
to improve maternal and child health,
nutrition, and social protection.
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UGC condoles
death of its former
chairman
Dr. Kazi Shahidullah

(s he University Grants
J Commission of Bangladesh

(UGC) has expressed deep sorrow at
the demise of Professor Dr. Kazi
Shahidullah, a retired professor of the
University of Dhaka and former
Chairman of UGC. UGC Chairman
Professor Dr. SMA Faiz, along with
Members of the Commission and all
officials, conveyed heartfelt
condolences on this irreparable loss.

Professor Shahidullah passed away
on 19 March 2025 at 1:15 p.m. at his
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residence in Canberra,

daughter’s
Australia, after a prolonged battle with
cancer. He is survived by his wife, two

sons, a daughter, and a host of
admirers and well-wishers.

In a condolence message, UGC
Chairman Professor Dr. SMA Faiz
remembered him as a distinguished
historian, an able administrator, and
an accomplished organizer. He noted
that Professor Shahidullah, known for
his integrity and upright character,

earned respect and acceptance
across political and social divides. He
served with distinction as

Vice-Chancellor of the National
University of Bangladesh, Dean of the
Faculty of Arts at the University of
Dhaka, and in several other crucial
academic and administrative
positions. His leadership in introducing
the cluster admission system in public
universities, among other initiatives,
contributed significantly to raising the
standards of higher education in the
country.

“His passing marks the loss of an
eminent teacher, a guardian figure,
and a visionary scholar,” Professor
Faiz observed, adding that his death
constitutes an irreparable loss to the
nation, the academic community, and
the education sector. He prayed for
the eternal peace of the departed soul
and extended deepest sympathy to
the bereaved family.

It may be recalled that Professor Kazi
Shahidullah was appointed as the
13th Chairman of UGC on 26 May
2019. He assumed office for a second
term in May 2023 and continued until
his resignation on 11 August 2024. His
academic career began as a lecturer
in the Department of History at the

University of Dhaka, following which
he pursued his Ph.D in Australia. He
later served as Head of the
Department of History, Dean of the
Faculty of Arts, and member of both
the Senate and the Syndicate of
Dhaka University.

During his more than five years of
leadership at UGC, Professor
Shahidullah introduced a series of
important reforms aimed at advancing
the quality of education and research
in  Bangladeshi universities. His
initiatives  focused on  fostering
academic excellence, strengthening
administrative and financial
management, upholding a
zero-tolerance policy against
corruption, and enhancing university
rankings. He also championed the
implementation of the  Higher
Education Acceleration and
Transformation (HEAT) project—the
largest higher education initiative in
the country—and undertook vital
measures for faculty training and
capacity building.

UGC issues

warning on
unauthorized
operations of

East Asian University

(e he University Grants
J Commission of Bangladesh

(UGC) has uncovered evidence of
illegal activities being conducted
under the name of East Asian
University, an unauthorized private
entity, through the dissemination of

false information on its website
(https://eaub.info/). The UGC has
urged students, guardians, and

employers not to be misled by such
fabricated claims and to remain
vigilant against potential fraud.

The matter came to light when a
senior official from the Human
Resources Division of a reputed
private industrial enterprise sought

B
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UGC’s verification of certificates
allegedly issued by the so-called East
Asian University. Acting on this
request, the Commission initiated an
investigation into the institution.

Since the university’s name was not
listed among government-approved
private universities, the UGC turned to
the website (https://eaub.info/) for
further details. The site claimed that
the university was located in East
Merul Badda, Dhaka. To verify the
claim, UGC constituted a two-member
inspection team to conduct a field visit.

Following an on-site inspection on 20
January 2025, the team submitted its
report to the UGC, stating
unequivocally that no campus of East
Asian University exists at the claimed
location in East Merul Badda.

The website falsely asserts that the
institution has received approvals from
the Government of Bangladesh, UGC,
the Pharmacy Council, and the
Bangladesh Bar Council. In reality, the
investigation confirmed that the
so-called university has obtained no
such authorizations and is operating
entirely illegally.

The report also highlighted a peculiar
digital trail - when the name “East
Asian University” is typed into
Google’s search engine, the scrollbar
shows the name and logo of Asian
University of Bangladesh, yet the page
that opens is titled East Asian
University. Even more strikingly, when
one clicks on the “East Asian
University” link, it redirects to the page
of IBAIS University (https://ibais.ac/).

Upon review of all findings, the
inspection team concluded that the
website has been created solely for
fraudulent “certificate trading” and
other illicit activities. The team
recommended immediate steps to
shut down the website’s domain
(https://eaub.info/) by formally
notifying BTCL. Furthermore, the
report suggested that the Ministry of
Education request the Anti-Corruption
Commission and the Ministry of Home
Affairs to take legal action against
those involved, and to publish
cautionary  notices in  national
newspapers to alert all concerned.
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UGC delegation visits
Khwaja Yunus Ali University

delegation from the University

Grants Commission of
Bangladesh (UGC) visited the Khwaja
Yunus Ali University as part of the
process for granting it a permanent
certificate.

Led by UGC Member Professor Dr.
Mohammad Anwar Hossen, the
four-member delegation visited the
university on 22 February 2025.

During the visit, the delegation
conducted an on-site inspection of the
designated land and other
requirements  stipulated for the
issuance of the permanent certificate.
Accompanying Dr. Hossen were Dr.
Md. Sultan Mahmud Bhuiyan, Director
of the UGC’s Private University
Division; Nuree Shahrin Islam, Senior

Assistant Director; and Md. Amirul
Islam, Assistant Secretary.

Located in Sirajganj district, the
private university is undergoing a
thorough evaluation before being
granted permanent status. For this
purpose, the UGC constituted a
committee to examine compliance
with all statutory conditions, including
academic, administrative, and
financial matters. The delegation also
engaged in in-depth discussions with
the university authorities on ensuring
quality education and fostering the
physical and mental well-being of
students.

The university’s Board of Trustees
chairman, members, treasurer,
registrar, and other senior officials
were present during the visit. ¢

UGC pays
tribute to language
martyrs

(9 n the occasion of Amar Ekushey
and International Mother
Language Day, the University Grants
Commission (UGC) of Bangladesh
paid homage to the martyrs of the
Language Movement at the Central
Shaheed Minar.

On Friday morning, 21 February 2025,
floral wreaths were placed at the foot
of the monument in solemn
remembrance of those who laid down
their lives for the Bangla language.

Following the tribute, UGC Member
Professor Dr. Mohammad
Tanzimuddin Khan remarked, “This
year's Ekushey carries no burden of
misrule. That is the true significance of
the new Ekushey. We must advance
by upholding the spirit of the 1952
Language Movement, the Liberation
War of 1971, and the Mass Uprising of
2024.” He urged all to shun hatred and
provocation in politics and to cultivate
a culture of tolerance.
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Another UGC Member, Professor Dr.
Md. Saidur Rahman, reflected that the
struggle of 2024 was about freedom of
speech, resilience, and the
establishment of a just and equitable
society. He noted that through this
movement, the nation freed itself from
political malpractice. He called for
honoring the sacrifices of the martyrs
of the 2024 mass uprising, learning
from the mistakes of the past, and
upholding political civility.

Among others present at the event
were UGC Secretary Dr. Md. Fakhrul
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Islam; Director of the Information and
Communication Technology Division
and President of the UGC Officers’
Association Md. Omar Faruque;
Additional Director of the Public
University Management Division and
General Secretary of the Officers’
Association Dr. Md. Mohibul Ahsan;
and General Secretary of the UGC
Employees’ Union Shahadat Hossain
Khan and members of the excecutive
commmitte of Officers’ Association
and Employees’ Union, along with
UGC officials and staff. ¢

UGC delegation visits
Lalon University of Science & Aris

y

three-member delegation from

the University Grants
Commission of Bangladesh (UGC)
visited the Lalon University of Science
& Arts in Kushtia on 3 January 2025.

The team was led by Professor Dr.
Mohammad Anwar Hossen, Member
of the UGC. Other members of the
delegation included Professor Dr.
Momtazul Islam of the Department of
Electrical and Electronic Engineering,
Islamic  University; Md.  Sultan
Mahmud, Additional Director of UGC’s
Private  University  Division; and
Sheikh Al Amin, Assistant Director of
the same division.

During the visit, the delegation held a
meeting  with  the  university’s
Chairman of the Board of Trustees
Md. Halimuzzaman; Executive
Member Professor Dr. Md. Selim
Toha; nominated Vice-Chancellor
Professor Dr. Md. Rezwanul Islam;
nominated Treasurer, Professor Md.
Abdul Khaleque; and Acting Registrar
Md. Moniruzzaman. The meeting was
also attended by Deans of various
faculties, heads of departments,
faculty members, and administrative
officials.

The discussion primarily focused on
different aspects of the UGC
guidelines to be followed for the
commencement of the university’s
academic programs.

Professor Dr. Anwar Hossen
expressed his satisfaction with the
university’s infrastructure and
academic environment. He particularly
lauded the modern multimedia
classrooms, computer laboratories,
library, auditorium, seminar hall, and
faculty lounge.

He advised the authorities to ensure
that the academic programs strictly
adhere to government and UGC
regulations. At the same time, he
urged them to uphold the quality of
education while creating special
opportunities for meritorious students
from disadvantaged and rural
backgrounds. e
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UGC pays tribute at the

national mausoleum

K S s 3
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Shahin Siraj; Additional Director of

(9 n the occasion of the great
independence and national day,
the University Grants Commission of
Bangladesh (UGC) solemnly honored
the valiant martyrs of the Liberation
War. On 26 March 2025, a floral
wreath was placed at the national
mausoleum in Savar, paying deep
homage to the heroes who sacrificed
their lives for the country’s
independence.

UGC Secretary Dr. Md. Fakhrul Islam,
Director of the Information and
Communication Technology Division
and President of the UGC Officers’
Association Md. Omar Faruque;
Additional Director of Research
Grants and Award Division Md.

Public University Management
Division and General Secretary of the
UGC Officers’ Association Dr. Md.
Mohibul Ahsan; Additional Director of
Finance, Accounts, and Budget
Division Md. Mostafizar Rahaman;
Additional Director of  Private
University Management Division Md.
Sultan Mahmud; Additional Director of
Planning and Development Division
Suraiya Farhana; President of the
UGC Employees’ Union Md. Anwar
Hossain; and officials, staff members,
and other executives of the UGC
Officers’ Association and Employees’
Union joined the solemn occasion,
collectively paying their respects to the
immortal martyrs of the nation. ¢
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UGC invites name
for new university
integrating
7 colleges

(q he University
J Commission of Bangladesh
(UGC) has invited name from
teachers, students, and stakeholders
for a new full-fledged university to be
established by integrating seven
government colleges in Dhaka.

Grants

The colleges include Dhaka College,
Eden Mohila College, Government
Titumir College, Mirpur Government
Bangla College, Begum Badrunnesa
Government Mohila College,
Government Shaheed Suhrawardy
College, and Kabi Nazrul Government
College.

On 18 February 2025, the UGC
approved an official note seeking
submissions  for the proposed

university’s name. The note states:
“To establish a full-fledged certificate
awarding university comprising seven
colleges in Dhaka, the UGC invites
name proposals from the public.
Suggestions may be sent to
info@ugc.gov.bd within the next five
working days.” ¢

UGC team visits
3 private universities in Sylhet

delegation from the University Grants Commission (UGC) of Bangladesh
visited three private universities in Sylhet on 15 February 2025. The
universities are North East University Bangladesh, RTM Al Kabir Technical

University, and Leading University.

The field visit was undertaken to review compliance with the Private University
Act 2010, assess the quality of education, and examine whether academic
activities are being conducted on permanent campuses, along with other issues

related to higher education governance.

The four-member UGC delegation was led by Professor Dr. Mohammad Anwar
Hossen, Member of UGC in charge of the Private University Management
Division. Other members included Dr. Sultan Mahmud Bhuiyan, Director of the
Private University Management Division; Md. Mamunur Rashid Khan, Senior
Assistant Secretary at the Chairman’s Office; and Sheikh Al Amin, Assistant
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Director of the Private University
Management Division.

During the visit, the delegation
inspected the temporary campuses as
well as the allocated land for
permanent campus. They also
reviewed matters related to the
extension or renewal of provisional
approvals and assessed various
aspects of university operations,
including classrooms, laboratories,
and other physical infrastructure.

Speaking about the inspection,
Professor Anwar Hossen stated that
the purpose of the visit was to ensure
whether the universities are operating
in compliance with the Private
University Act 2010. He added that the
team was also examining academic,
administrative, and financial activities
to verify that they are being carried out
in accordance with relevant laws and
regulations.

He directed the university authorities
to prioritize enhancing the quality of
education, increasing allocations for
research, publishing research papers
in reputed international journals,
organizing convocations on a regular
basis, and relocating all academic
activities to permanent campus.

In separate sessions, the UGC
delegation held discussions with key
officials of the universities, including
Acting Vice-Chancellor of North East
University Bangladesh Professor Dr.
Ranjit Kumar and Chairman of the
Board of Trustees Professor Dr.
Shahriar Hossain Chowdhury;
Vice-Chancellor of RTM Al Kabir
Technical University Professor Dr.
Abu Naser Zafarullah and Treasurer
Professor Momtaz Shamim; and
Vice-Chancellor of Leading University
Professor Dr. Mohammad Taj Uddin
Ahmed, along with other concerned
officials.

UGC delegation visits
proposed Srijoni University in Jhenaidah

three-member delegation from

the University Grants
Commission of Bangladesh (UGC)
visited the proposed Srijoni University
in Jhenaidah district on 3 January
2025. The team was led by UGC
Member Professor Dr. Mohammad
Anwar Hossen.

Speaking on the occasion, Professor
Hossain noted that, in line with
directives from the Ministry of
Education, the visit was conducted as
part of efforts to expand higher
education opportunities in the country
and to ensure improved academic
standards.

He added that the UGC delegation
held in-depth  discussions with

members of the Board of Trustees
(BoT) on the objectives of establishing
the university and on strategies to
uphold quality assurance in teaching
and learning.

During the visit, the delegation also
exchanged views with the proposed
vice-chancellor, treasurer, and
registrar of the university. Later, the
team inspected the proposed campus
facilities.

Members of the Board of Trustees
reaffirmed their commitment to
maintaining  high  standards  of
education, stating that once approval
is granted, Srijoni University would
operate with a strong focus on quality
in higher education. ¢
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