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Editorial

In the aftermath of the July mass uprising,
Bangladesh has witnessed a wave of
transformation across its entire
administrative landscape, and the higher
education sector is no exception. The
long-anticipated reforms in higher
education governance have begun to take
shape, sparking renewed hope among
service recipients. A sense of expectation
has emerged among students,
researchers, and all stakeholders involved
in higher education—an expectation that
the sector will become more inclusive and
of higher quality.

It is within this evolving context that the
current Commission has assumed
responsibility—at a crucial turning point.
The Commission faces longstanding
challenges like accumulated structural
limitations, policy complexities, and the
pressing need to align with rapidly
changing global trends. Compared to any
of its predecessors, the responsibilities
entrusted to the current Commission are
significantly more complex and
multidimensional.

Encouragingly, from the very beginning,
the Commission has been striving to
transform these challenges into
opportunities. This July-December 2024
issue of the UGC Bulletin presents a
summary of the Commission’s notable
activities. It not only provides an overview
of the overall progress in higher education
but also offers insights into plans for the
future.

We extend our sincere thanks and
appreciation to all those involved in the
preparation and publication of this bulletin.

Professor Mohammad Tanzimuddin Khan
Member, UGC
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Dr. SMA Faiz new Chairman of UGC

~ -

lobally renowned academic and

former Vice-Chancellor of the
University of Dhaka, Professor Dr.
SMA Faiz, has assumed the position
of Chairman of the University Grants
Commission (UGC) of Bangladesh.

Following a notification issued by the
Secondary and Higher Education
Division of the Ministry of Education,
he joined the UGC on September 5,
2024. Under the University Grants
Commission Act of 1973, Professor
SMA Faiz has been appointed as the
UGC Chairman for a four-year term,
effective from the date of his joining.
The Ministry of Education issued the
appointment order on the same day.

He will receive the salary, allowances,
and other benefits in accordance with
the prevailing regulations.

It is noteworthy that Dr. SMA Faiz, a
retired professor from the Department
of Soil, Water, and Environment at the
University of Dhaka, was appointed as
the 26th Vice-Chancellor of the
university on September 23, 2002,
and served with distinction for six
years. Prior to that, he served as the
6th Chairman of the Bangladesh
Public Service Commission (PSC)

from 07 March, 1993, to 05 March,
1998.

Professor Dr. Faiz also held the
positions of President of the Dhaka
University  Teachers'  Association
(DUTA) and the Federation of
Bangladesh  University  Teachers’
Association (FBUTA). In addition, he
served for five years as the Chairman
of the Trustee Board of the National
Museum and for six years as the
Chairman of the Trustee Board of the
Foundation for Research on
Educational Planning and
Development (FREPD). He retired
from the University of Dhaka in 2014.

He completed his Bachelor’'s degree
with distinction from the Department of
Soil Science at the University of
Dhaka and obtained his Master's
degree from the same department in
1968. In 1970, he traveled to the
United Kingdom for research and
obtained his PhD from the Department
of Botany at the University of
Aberdeen in just over two vyears,
specializing in soil, plant, and water
interactions. Over 100 of his research
articles have been published in
national and international journals. ¢
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Dr. Tanzimuddin Khan, Dr. Anwar Hossen
join as UGC Members

g) rofessor Dr. Mohammad Tanzimuddin Khan, Chairman of the Department of
International Relations at the University of Dhaka, and Professor Dr.
Mohammad Anwar Hossen from the Department of Sociology at the same
university, have joined as full-time Members of the University Grants
Commission (UGC) of Bangladesh.

Following a notification issued by the Secondary and Higher Education Division
of the Ministry of Education, they submitted their joining letters to the UGC
Chairman on 12 September 2024. Under the University Grants Commission Act
of 1973, Dr. Tanzimuddin Khan and Professor Dr. Mohammad Anwar Hossen
have been appointed as UGC Members for a four-year term, effective from the
date of their joining. The Ministry of Education issued the appointment order on
the same day.

According to the notification, they will receive the salary and other benefits
equivalent to those of their immediate past positions, following the existing
regulations.

Professor Dr. Mohammad Tanzimuddin Khan completed his Honors and
Master's degrees in International Relations from the University of Dhaka. He
obtained Master’s degree in International Political Economy from the University
of Warwick, UK, and Ph.D degree in Political Ecology from the University of New
England, Australia.

He has published over 35 articles and book chapters in renowned national and
international journals. Dr. Khan is also a Chevening Scholar and a Keizo Obuchi
Fellow.

Professor Dr. Mohammad Anwar Hossen obtained his Honors and Master’s
degrees in Sociology from the University of Dhaka. In 2008, he earned a
Master's degree in Sociology and Anthropology from Carleton University,
Canada, followed by a PhD in Cultural Anthropology from the same university.

He has 113 publications in prestigious national and international journals. In
recognition of his significant contributions to human rights, Dr. Hossen received
the Nehru Humanitarian Award in 2010 and the International Development
Research Centre (IDRC) Canada Research Award in 2011-12. ¢
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Dr. Saidur Rahman Joins UGC as Member

r. Saidur Rahman, Professor of

the Department of Computer
Science  and Engineering of
Bangladesh University of Engineering
and Technology (BUET) and a
renowned Graph Algorithm researcher
has joined the University Grants
Commission (UGC) of Bangladesh as
its Full-time Member on 10 December
2024.

The Ministry of Education issued a
notification ~ appointing  Professor
Saidur Rahman as a Member of the
UGC for a four-year term. This
appointment has come into effect from
the date of his joining.

Dr. Saidur Rahman has over 130
publications on algorithms and Graph
theory in internationally renowned
journals and conferences. His
co-authored book Planar Graph
Drawing written with the famous
computer scientist Professor Takao
Nishizeki, is widely acclaimed
textbook at higher education level.
Besides, his book "Basic Graph
Theory", written for under graduate
level students, was published by the
internationally recognized publishing
house Springer and has been
downloaded 66,000 times in last

seven years.

At present, he has been working as a
Member of the Editorial Board for
various international journals,
including Journal of Graph Algorithms
and Applications and International
Journal of Foundations of Computer
Science. Under his supervision, four
PhD dissertations and 27 MSc theses
have been completed.

Professor Saidur Rahman has been
honored with numerous prestigious
awards, including the Walcam Best
Paper Award, UGC Award, BAS Gold
Medal, Funai Information Technology

Award for Young Researcher, and
awards from Bangladesh Academy of
Sciences In recognition of his
outstanding contributions to education
and research. Apart from these, he is
a Fellow of the Bangladesh Academy
of Sciences, the Engineers’ Institution
of Bangladesh, and the Bangladesh
Computer Council. He has also held
important positions, such as a
Member of the Board of Accreditation
for Engineering and Technical
Education (BAETE), Registrar of
BUET, Director of IQAC, and Head of
the CSE Department of BUET.

Professor Saidur Rahman was born in
Sathia of Pabna district and joined
BUET as a Lecturer in 1991. He
completed his B.Sc. and M.Sc.
degrees from the Department of
Electrical and Electronics Engineering
at BUET in 1989 and 1992
respectively.

He obtained his MS and Ph.D degrees
in Information Sciences from Tohoku
University, Japan in 1996 and 1999
respectively. He served as an
Associate Professor at the
Department of System Information
Sciences, Tohoku University, from
2003 to 2004. *

Dr. Masuma Habib joins as UGC Member

@r. Masuma Habib, Professor of

the Department of Animal
Sciences, Bangladesh Agricultural
University has been appointed as a
Full-time Member of the University

Grants Commission (UGC) of
Bangladesh. She submitted her
joining letter to UGC Chairman

Professor Dr. SMA Faiz on 18
December 2024.

The Ministry of Education issued a
notification appointing Dr. Masuma
Habib as a Member of the
Commission for a four-year term,
effective from the date of her joining.

It is mentionable here that Professor
Masuma Habib served the Institutional
Quality Assurance Cell (IQAC) of BAU
as its first female Director earlier. She
also held the position of Director at the
Graduate Training Institute and the
Center of Excellence in Teaching and
Learning at the university. Dr.
Masuma Habib obtained her Ph.D
degree from Imperial College of
Science, Technology and Medicine,
University of London, UK in 2004. She

completed her BSc in Animal
Husbandry in 1992 and her MS

degree in Animal Nutrition in 1998
from BAU.

In addition to teaching, Professor
Masuma Habib was involved in
implementation of four projects at BAU
and two projects were ongoing. Under
her guidance, over 10 students have
completed their MS degrees. She has
more than 36 publications in
renowned journals both at home and
abroad.

Dr. Masuma has participated in
seminars, symposia, training, and
research activities across various
countries, including UK, France, the
Netherlands, Germany, South Korea,
Thailand, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Malaysia,
India, the United Arab Emirates, and
Singapore.She has been honoured
with DFID and the British Council
Fellowship, the Orange Knowledge
Program and the Netherlands
Fellowship Program.

Professor Masuma Habib is a Lifetime
Member of the Bangladesh Meat
Science Association, the Bangladesh
Animal Husbandry Association, and
the Bangladesh Agricultural Scientists
Association. ¢
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UGC Chairman calls for research collaboration to
improve quality of higher education

g) rofessor Dr. SMA Faiz, Chairman
of the University  Grants
Commission (UGC) of Bangladesh,
has stressed the need for extensive
research collaboration to raise the
quality of higher education in South
Asian countries including Bangladesh.
He observed that special measures
need to be taken to ensure quality
tertiary education for the talented
students of Bangladesh, considering
the commercialization of education.
Especially, he called for ensuring
priority to allocate 50% of scholarships
to exceptionally talented female
students from under privileged
backgrounds. He made the call while
speaking as a Panelist at an event
titted "Going Global Partnership:
South Asia Deep Dialogue" on 10
December 2024.

UGC Member Professor Dr.
Mohammad Anwar Hossen presented
a paper on The Bangladesh-UK
Higher Education Partnership: Future
Prospects. In his paper, he highlighted
that it is imperative to reflect the hopes
and aspirations of the common people
with regard to partnerships in higher
education. The eminent sociologist
further stated that in this era of free
flow of information and open-market
economy, it is essential to ensure
development keeping harmony with
the environment and culture, not only
in higher education but also in all
areas of collaboration between
Eastern and Western concepts.

It is worth mentioning that a
17-member delegation led by UGC

Chairman Professor Faiz is in
Colombo to participate in the "National
Higher Education Conference 2024 on
09-11 December 2024.

Other Members of the delegation
included Professor Dr. Babuna Faiz,
Honorary Professor, Department of
Soil, Water, and Environment, Dhaka
University; Vice-Chancellor of Dhaka
University Professor Dr. Niaz Ahmad

Vice-Chancellor of Jahangirnagar
University Professor Dr. Kamrul
Ahsan; Chairman of the Bangladesh
Accreditation Council (BAC) Professor
Dr. Mejbah Uddin; BAC Member
Professor Dr. SM Kabir, UGC
Directors- Dr. Mohammad Sultan
Mahmud Bhuiyan; Dr. AKM Sahmsul
Arefin, Dr. Durga Rani Sarkar, Jesmin
Pervin, Deputy Director of BAC Dr.
Farzana Sharmin, ATM Asaduzzaman

Khan, Vice-Chancellor of Bangladesh
University of Engineering and
Technology (BUET) Professor Dr. Abu
Borhan Mohammad Badruzzaman,

and Md Mahmudul Haque from WB
and Taufik Hasan from the British
Council. ¢

UGC Chairman calls for increasing scholarship
and opportunities for HE in Japan

{I) rofessor Dr. SMA Faiz, Chairman of the University Grants Commission
(UGC) of Bangladesh, has called for an increase in opportunities for higher
education and research and the number of scholarships in Japan. He made the
request during a courtesy meeting with a six-member delegation from the Japan
International Cooperation Agency (JICA) on 17 December 17 2024 at UGC
office.

UGC Members- Professor Dr. Mohammad Tanzimuddin Khan, Professor Dr.
Mohammad Anwar Hossen, Professor Dr. Md. Saidur Rahman, UGC Secretary
Dr. Md. Fakhrul Islam, Director of the Planning and Development Division
Mohammad Maksudur Rahman Bhuiyan, Additional Director of Planning and
Development Division, Shah Mohammad Aminul Islam, and other relevant
officials were present at the meeting.

The JICA delegation was led by Senior Project Advisor and Chief of the JICA
Advisory Project, Sarei Moto. Other members of the delegation included JICA
representatives Iha Chinatsu, Senior Deputy Program Officer Md. Alimul Hasan,
Monitoring/Gender Mainstreaming Advisor of the JICA Advisory Project Ayako
Shishido, Senior Consultant Md. Shahjahan Mia, and Consultant Delwar Jahan
Sohag.

Professor Faiz, during the meeting, emphasized that Japan’s higher education
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and research are highly acclaimed worldwide. Moreover, they are leading the
world in modern technology and skilled human resources. He called for
increased opportunities in higher education and research in emerging fields like
robotics, machine learning, big data, cloud computing, networking science, naval
engineering, pharmacy, renewable energy, nursing and many more evolving
areas.

He stated that the July movement has paved the way for new opportunities for
us. We want to create opportunities for the younger generation and talented
students. He assured the delegation that Bangladesh will be immensely
benefitted if opportunities for higher education, research, and scholarships in
Japan get increased.

Advancing Bangladeshi universities by utilizing Japanese technology, leveraging
Japan's policies and resources to solve unemployment issues, imparting
vocational training to enhance students' skills, establishing a model research lab
in Bangladesh based on Japanese universities, connecting country’s universities
with Japanese tech firms, and fostering joint research and awarding PhD degree
came up for the discussion. Besides, a decision was taken to prepare a working
paper for the proposed JICA advisory project and to organize a meeting involving
stakeholders promptly.

The delegation assured the meeting that they will actively consider various
UGC'’s proposals, including setting up model lab in a university, strengthening
industry-academia collaboration, and enhancing the capabilities of teachers and
students. ¢

UGC delegation
attends higher
education
conference in Sri
Lanka

15-member delegation from of the
University Grants Commission
(UGC) of Bangladesh led by its
Chairman Professor Dr. SMA Faiz
attended a three-day National Higher
Education Conference 2024 held in Sri

Lanka. The conference was held on
9-11 December 2024 in Colombo, the
capital of Sri Lanka.

UGC Chairman delivered a lecture at
the seminar titled Bangladesh-UK
Higher Education Partnership on the
inaugural day. He said that the
partnership between Bangladesh and
the United Kingdom in higher
education sector has a longstanding
history, dating back to a century and
the relationship commenced with the
establishment of University of Dhaka
in 1921. In his speech,he called for
playing a fruitful role through making
this relationship more dynamic,
meaningful, and multidimensional,

The seminar was moderated by Kate
Joyce, Director of Regional Cultural
Relations of British Council. UGC
Member Professor Dr. Mohammad
Anwar Hossen, British Council’s
Regional Education Director Salvador
Lopez, Advanced Higher Education’s
Alison Jones, and Eduardo Ramos
from the Quality Assurance sector
presented power point presentations
at the seminar.

Other Members of the delegation
included Dr. Babuna Faiz, Honorary
Professor of the Department of Soil,
Water, and Environment, Dhaka
University; Professor Dr. Abu Borhan
Mohammad Badaruzzaman,
Vice-Chancellor, Bangladesh
University of Engineering and
Technology, Dr. Mohammad Sultan
Mahmud Bhuiyan, Director, UGC; Dr.
A. K. M. Shamsul Arefin, Director,
UGC; Mohammad Maksudur Rahman
Bhuiyan, Director, UGC; Dr. Durga
Rani Sarkar, Director, UGC; Jesmin
Pervin, Director, UGC; Professor Dr.
S. M. Kabir, Member, Bangladesh
Accreditation Council; Deputy Director
Dr. Farzana Sharmin; ATM
Asaduzzaman and Mohammad
Mahmudul Haque from the World
Bank; and Toufik Hasan from the
British Council. &
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DU teachersCicommunity places 15-point proposal for HE reform

(¢ he Dhaka University Teachers'
J Community has submitted a
15-point proposal for higher education

reforms, including measures to
prevent irregularities, political
influence, and corruption in faculty
recruitment at higher education
institutions. The proposals also
advocate for increasing  state

allocations at the university level,
raising funds for research from the
University Grants Commission (UGC)

while eliminating bureaucratic
obstacles and irregularities, and
promoting joint research initiatives
between public and private

universities were also included in to
the proposal.

A nine-member delegation from the

Dhaka University Teachers'
Community presented these
proposals to the UGC Chairman
Professor Dr. SMA Faiz during a
meeting at his office on 15 September
2024. The proposals were read out by
Dr. Khorshed Alam, Associate
Professor of the Department of Mass
Communication and Journalism at
Dhaka University.

Also present at the meeting were UGC
Members-Professor Dr. Mohammad
Tanzimuddin Khan, Professor Dr.
Mohammad Anwar Hossen, Director
of the Public Relations and Right to
Information Division Dr. Shamsul
Arefin and concerned UGC officials.

UGC Chairman Professor Dr. SMA
Faiz assured the delegation that
effective measures would be taken to
implement the proposals. He also
confirmed that the UGC would provide
necessary support for any initiatives
by universities to ensure transparency
in the faculty recruitment process.
Further more, he pledged to address
any lack of transparency in research
project evaluations and to expedite the
disbursement of research funds.

In his remarks, Professor Dr.
Mohammad Tanzimuddin Khan stated
that as an autonomous institution,
Dhaka University could independently
implement the proposed reforms with
the UGC providing necessary
assistance. He also highlighted the
limitations of the UGC's capacity in

implementing higher education
reforms and emphasized the need
need for empowering the UGC further.

Professor Dr. Mohammad Anwar
Hossen observed that education
system should be such that will
advocate for the backwarded peolple
and be helpful in ensuring social
justice. He urged the relevant
stakeholders to take initiatives to
mainstream research in  higher
education.

The delegation members, in their
speeches, pointed out that if funding
for the existing research centre and
infrastructural reforms at DU are
made, it will pave the way for enabling
the production of research of
international standard. They proposed
the UGC annually to award 100
university teachers with the "UGC
Research Award in encouraging” the
teachers in conducting research
activites. Additionally, they suggested
introducing a "UGC PhD Researcher
Award" for PhD researchers at various
universities across the country.

The Dhaka University Teachers'
Commonily delegation included
Professor Robayet Ferdous,
Professor Dr. lIsrafii  Shaheen,

Professor Dr. Atanu Rabbani, Dr. Md.

Ahsan Habib, Professor Ishani
Chakrabarti, Professor Jobaida
Nasreen, Professor Gausia

Wahidunnesa Chowdhury, Associate
Professor Dr. Khorshed Alam, and
Professor Sangita Ahmed. ¢
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UGC advises maintaining financial discipline

GC Chairman Professor Dr. SMA

Faiz has advised all concerned to
strictly  follow the government's
financial regulations while utilizing
funds for UGC-implemented projects
aimed at enhancing the quality of
higher education.

He also called for the establishment of
financial discipline, ensuring
transparency and accountability in
project implementation, and urged
everyone to work sincerely in
executing the projects.

He made these remarks while
presiding over the Project
Implementation Committee  (PIC)
meetings of the Higher Education
Acceleration and  Transformation
(HEAT) Project and the Improving
Computer and Software Engineering
Tertiary  Education (ICSETEP)
Project, both implemented by UGC.
These meetings were held separately
on 10 November at the UGC
auditorium.

The meetings were attended by UGC
Members-Professor Dr. Mohammad
Tanzimuddin Khan and Professor Dr.
Mohammad Anwar Hossen;
Vice-Chancellor of BUET Professor
Dr.  Abu Borhan Mohammad
Badruzzaman; Vice-Chancellor of
Jashore University of Science and
Technology Professor Dr. Md. Abdul
Majid; Treasurer of Dhaka University
Professor Dr. M. Jahangir Alam
Chowdhury; Director of UGC’s
Planning and Development Division
Mohammad Maksudur ~ Rahman
Bhuiyan; Project Director of HEAT
Professor Dr. Asaduzzaman; Project
Director of ICSETEP Professor Dr.
Muhammad Aminul Haque Akhand;
Additional Director of UGC’s Planning
and Development Division Shah
Mohammad Aminul Islam; as well as
representatives from various
ministries, UGC officials, and project
stakeholders.

In the meeting, Professor Dr.
Asaduzzaman and Professor Dr.
Muhammad Aminul Haque Akhand
presented the overall progress of the
HEAT and ICSETEP projects,
respectively.

In his speech, UGC Chairman
Professor Faiz  expressed his
optimism that despite the delay
commencement of both projects, the

in project expenditures

schemes would be completed on time.
He also assured that UGC would
provide all necessary support to
successfully implement the projects to
meet national expectations for higher
education and contribute to building a
new Bangladesh.

Professor Anwar Hossen emphasized
the need for ensuring that no negative
questions arise regarding the project
implementation. He urged all
concerned to strictly adhere to existing
laws and regulations while executing
the projects. He also recommended
prioritizing research that would directly
benefit the general public.

The HEAT Project has been

undertaken to improve and transform
the quality of higher education and
research in the country. The five-year
project has an estimated budget of Tk.
4,016.57 Crore, with 50.96% funded
by the Government of Bangladesh and
the remaining 49.04% by the World
Bank.

On the other hand, the ICSETEP
Project aims to develop Bangladesh’s
ICT sector and produce a skilled
workforce. The project has an
estimated budget of approximately Tk.
1,300 Crore with 87.72% funded by
the Asian Development Bank (ADB)
and the remaining 12.28% funded by
the Government of Bangladesh. ¢

UGC to provide foundation training

to university teachers

5he

Commission

Bangladesh will

University

Grants
(UGC) of
organize a

four-month-long foundation training
program to enhance the skills of newly
appointed university teachers. The
training will be gradually imparted to
the teachers under the Higher
Education Acceleration and

UGC Bulletin, Vol. 24 No.3-4, July-December 2024



Transformation (HEAT) project, now
being implemented by the UGC.

A workshop was held on 24 October
2024 to review the training module.
UGC Chairman Professor Dr. SMA
Faiz attended the event as the Chief
Guest. UGC Members- Professor Dr.
Mohammad Tanzimuddin Khan, and
Professor Dr. Mohammad Anwar
Hossen also graced the ceremony as
the Special Guests.

During the review session, Professor
Dr. SM. Hafizur Rahman and
Professor Dr. Ahsan Habib from the
Institute of Education and Research
(IER) of Dhaka University and
Professor Dr. Bentul Mawa, Director of
the GTI of Bangladesh Agricultural
University, gave the opinion on the
teacher training. UGC Secretary Dr.

Md. Fakhrul Islam presented the
concept note on the module.
Mohammad Maksudur Rahman

Bhuiyan, Director of the Planning and
Development Division, UGC, and
Professor Dr. Asaduzzaman, Project
Director of the HEAT project spoke on
the occasion with Dr. Durga Rani
Sarker, Director of the SPQA Division
of UGC in the chair. Bishnu Mallick,
Additional Director and relevant others
from SPQA Division of UGC and
Officials from the World Bank were
present. The session was moderated
by Engr. Mohammad Monir Ullah,
Deputy Director of the SPQA Division
of the Commission.

UGC Chairman Professor Dr. SMA Faiz
mentioned that the workshop has been
organized for constructive discussions
on the proposed module. He expressed
his optimism that the training program
will  bring positive changes in
enhancement of quality of higher
education through capacity building of
the university teachers, and contribute
to the building of new Bangladesh.

Professor Tanzimuddin Khan stressed
the need for including topics related to
teacher-student interaction and
administrative management in the
training module. He also suggested
that training in critical thinking,
problem-solving, and time
management could be provided.

Professor Anwar Hossen pointed out
that the training should focus on
improving  communication skills in
teaching and reducing classroom gaps.
Additionally, he highlighted that the OBE
curriculum should reflect the various
aspects of real-life experiences.

ADB to invest in agriculture, food technology
and climate research sectors

(o~ he Asian Development Bank (ADB) will invest in research and development
J for agriculture and food technology, capacity building of skilled human
resource, climate management and smart agriculture in the country. A five-year
project titled Strengthening Higher Education in Agriculture Project" (SATP), to
this end, has been undertaken. The activities of the project are expected to begin
next year. The estimated cost of the project is Tk. 2,300 Crore.The project will be
jointly implemented by the University Grants Commission (UGC) of Bangladesh
and Bangladesh Agricultural University (BAU). ADB made the assurance at a
meeting with the UGC Chairman Professor Dr. SMA Faiz on 31 October 2024 in
implementation of the project undertaken for the agricultural sector. The meeting
was, among others, attended by Professor Dr. Mohammad Tanzimuddin Khan,
Professor Dr. Mohammad Anwar Hossen, Members of UGC, Mohammad
Makshudur Rahman Bhuiyan, Director, Planning and Development Division,
UGC, and others concerned with UGC.

ADB'’s Country Director for Bangladesh, Hoe Yun Jeong, Country Operations
Head Na Won Kim, Senior Social Sector Economist of Human and Social
Development Sector and Mission Leader Ryotaro Hayashi, and Associate
Project Analyst Mohammad Moniruzzaman were also present at the meeting.
Besides, Professor Golam Hafeez, Professor Dr. Shamsul Alam Bhuiyan,
Professor Dr. Harunur Rashid, Directors and Mohammad Shafiullah, Additional
Director of Planning and Development Division of BAU were present.

During the meeting, Hoe Yun Jeong, mentioned that the SATP project will
strengthen the country's food and agriculture industries and help develop a
skilled workforce in this sector. He sought cooperation from the UGC and all
concerned for successful implementation of the project.

UGC Chairman Dr. SMA Faiz observed that the proposed project will play an
important role in human resource development and economic growth in the
agricultural sector. It will be supportive in country’s food security, climate
management, food processing, smart agriculture, and conducting advanced
research. He assured the ADB delegation of extending full cooperation for the
implementation of the proposed project.

Under the SATP project, academic and research infrastructure will be developed
at Bangladesh Agricultural University. An advanced research center named
"Bangladesh Instrumentation Center for Climate Change and Agricultural
Research” will be set up with the financial support of the project. Apart from the
establishment of modern laboratories, agricultural and agro-based universities
will be able to conduct research through this center. In addition, the project will
establish  connectivity ¥ among teachers, students, farmers, and
agriculture-related industries. Under the project, modern curricula will be
developed for agriculture, food processing, and climate change education,
alongside providing necessary training for the enhancement of professional
skills. &
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5 he University Grants
Commission (UGC) of
Bangladesh and the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) will jointly
work to protect the social and mental
health of the country’s university
students who are victims in the
anti-discrimination student movement.

This proposal was accepted at a
meeting between the UGC chairman
Professor Dr. SMA Faiz and the
delegation of UNESCO Bangladesh at
the UGC on 09 September 2024.

The two organisations are taking the
initiative to implement the ‘Social and
Mental Health Protection’ project. It
has been decided to formulate a
framework and sign the contract soon
for the implementation of the project.

The UGC Members-Professor Dr.
Mohammad Tanzimuddin Khan,
Professor Dr. Mohammad Anwar
Hossen, and the UGC Secretary Dr.
Md. Fakhrul Islam and a four-member
UNESCO Bangladesh delegation led
by Suzanne Vize attended the
meeting.

Suzanne Vize said that due to the
recent student movement, the
students of  higher  education
institutions in Bangladesh were under
intense stress. ‘It has not been
possible to start educational
programmes in many institutions yet.

UGC, UNESCO to provide mental

4

health support to students

They need a lot of support right now to
protect their mental health.’

This is an excellent proposal in the
current context of the country. The
UGC will provide full cooperation in
timely implementation of this project,
said the UGC Chairman, expressing
hope that this project would bring
positive results among the students of
higher education institutions of the
country.

Mentioning that the immediate past
government’s suppression on the
anti-discrimination student movement
had created anxiety among the
students, Dr. Tanzimuddin Khan

observed that this initiative would play
an important role in implementing the
proposals of UNESCO for the welfare
of students. Professor Dr. Anwar
Hossen said that many students were
killed by law enforcement agencies
during the student uprising, and many
others were injured. He hoped that this
will help them return to a normal life.

The proposed pilot project aims to
provide social and mental healthcare
to 10,000 students of public and
private universities in the country. It
will later be expanded to 175
universities through project demand
assessment. ¢

Meeting between UGC and British Council held

delegation from the British

Council paid a courtesy visit to
the Chairman of the University Grants
Commission of Bangladesh (UGC)
Professor Dr. SMA Faiz at the latter’s
office on 11 November 2024.

UGC Members Professor  Dr.
Mohammad Tanzimuddin Khan and
Professor Dr. Mohammad Anwar
Hossen, UGC Secretary Dr. Md.

Fakhrul Islam, Additional Director
Jesmin Parvin, and other relevant
officials attended the meeting.

The four-member British Council
delegation was led by its Country
Director, Stephen Forbes. During the
meeting, the delegation members
elaborated on how Bangladeshi
students could benefit socially and
financially under the Transnational
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Higher Education model. They also
emphasized the importance for
organizing a policy dialogue on this
matter. Stephen Forbes expressed the
UK universities' interest in enhancing
the quality of higher education in
Bangladesh under the Transnational
Higher Education framework. He
assured in extending support in areas
of joint degrees, dual degrees, quality
assurance centers, teaching-learning
improvements, and research
collaborations.

Discussions in the meeting covered
topics such as internationalization of
higher education institutions, capacity
building for teachers, academic
partnerships in the higher education
sector, and establishing connectivity
with the global institutions.

UGC Chairman Professor Dr. Faiz
stated that UGC is working to ensure
quality education and reaffirmed that
the existing relationship with the
British Council would be further
strengthened to enhance the quality
and capacity of higher education.

Professor Tanzimuddin Khan
mentioned that if branch campuses of
foreign universities were established
under Transnational Higher
Education, a portion of the expenses
incurred by Bangladeshi students
would remain within the country. In
such cases, foreign universities would
also receive a share of the revenue.
He thanked the British Council for its
role in promoting quality higher
education.

Professor Dr. Mohammad Anwar
Hossen highlighted the importance of
dialogue in ensuring quality higher
education and sustainable
development. He stressed the need to
connect higher education with society,
nature, and the general people. Atthe
same time, he urged all concerned to
be cautious that promoting the
internationalization of education does
not lead to brain drain. ¢

EDUCATION MAL??‘Fsm"’cLoaAL SERVICES

EMGS)

UNIVERSITY GRANTS co
BANGLADE%EISS!

EMG & UGC signs MoU for advancement of HE

niversity Grants Commission (UGC) of Bangladesh and Education Malaysia

Global Services (EMGS) have signed a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) to implement joint collaborative initiatives for enhancement of higher
education and research in Bangladesh. The agreement was signed on 27
November 2024 at a hotel in Kuala Lumpur. UGC Chairman Professor Dr. SMA
Faiz and EMGS Chief Executive Officer NovieTajuddin signed the MoU on behalf
of their respective sides.

On 28 November 2024, in the presence of Malaysia's Minister of Higher
Education Dato' Seri Diraja Dr. Zambry Bin Abdul Kadir, the UGC Chairman and
EMGS CEO exchanged the signed documents. Under this MoU, both the
institutions have agreed to exchange updated information related to higher
education, inform Bangladeshi students about higher education opportunities in
Malaysia, assist in the admission process to Malaysian universities, provide
information on scholarships and financial assistance, and conduct research and
capacity-building activities.

The event was attended by the High Commissioner of Bangladesh to Malaysia,
Md. Shameem Ahsan, UGC Member Professor Dr. Mohammad Anwar Hossen,
UGC Secretary Dr. Md. Fakhrul Islam, Director of Finance and Accounts Division
Md. Rezaul Karim Hawlader, Deputy High Commissioner Mohammad Khorshed
Alam Khastagir, UGC Additional Director Tahmina Rahman, Joint Secretary
Muhammad Nazmul Islam, and the Chairman’s Private Secretary (Additional
Director) Md. Mostafizur Rahman.

Regarding the MoU, UGC Chairman Professor Faiz stated that Bangladesh
currently has 176 universities operating under both public and private
management. The country's initiatives to expand higher education are
commendable, but along with expansion, improving the quality of education is
also crucial. At present, UGC considers the enhancement of higher education
quality as its top priority. He expressed his hope that the MoU would pave the
way for joint collaborative initiatives in higher education sector. He also thanked
the EMGS authorities for their initiative in implementing collaborative activities to
improve higher education and research in Bangladesh.

UGC Member Professor Dr. Mohammad Anwar Hossen noted that Malaysia has
developed a new education model by integrating its Islamic values with the
modern education system of the Western world. He believed this model could
play a supportive role in shaping Bangladesh’s higher education framework.

He further emphasized that by incorporating the fundamental principle of the July
Movement, "social justice," into the education system and formulating a
framework for mutual cooperation in higher education, including research
collaboration with Malaysia, Bangladesh can move forward.

High Commissioner Md. Shameem Ahsan assured of extending full cooperation
in implementing this collaboration and stated that this MoU would open up more
opportunities for Bangladeshi students and researchers. It is noteworthy that
approximately 6,288 Bangladeshi students are currently studying in Malaysian
higher educational institutions. Academics and diplomats believed that this
collaboration will play a vital role as a dynamic model for academic and
geo-partnerships and cooperative initiatives.

10
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(o he Chairman of the University
J Grants Commission (UGC) of
Bangladesh Professor Dr. SMA Faiz
remarked that an initiative has been
undertaken to integrate the country's
universities with the "ApostillmyGov"

platform to verify certificates for
Bangladeshi students interested in
pursuing higher education abroad.

He made the remarks while speaking
as the Chief Guest at a virtual meeting
on 09 September, 2024.

It is noteworthy that Bangladesh
signed the Apostille Convention on
July 7, 2024. According to the
convention, by January 2025,
students and professionals intending
to go abroad must have their
certificates  verified through the
apostille process. Otherwise, public
documents from Bangladesh will not
be recognized internationally. Once
certificates, documents, and affidavits
are apostilled, they will not require
further verification in foreign countries.

Under the Apostille Convention, the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry
of Education, the ICT Division’s aZ2i
program, and UGC will work together
to digitally verify the certificates of
students who have earned degrees
from different universities in
Bangladesh through the
ApostillmyGov platform. The platform
is expected to be fully developed by
December 2024.

Through this platform, students will be
able to submit an application fee and
easily apply for the verification of their
certificates and transcripts. The
respective universities will verify the
certificate information and forward it to
the UGC and the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs for authentication. The digitally
verified certificates will contain a QR

code for authentication. This process
will reduce student inconvenience,
save costs, and eliminate the need for
further  verification at  foreign
embassies and various offices.

In his speech, Professor Dr. SMA Faiz
emphasized that students are the
driving force behind the nation’s
progress and prioritizing their welfare
is essential. He expressed his
optimism that all universities will be
integrated into the ApostillmyGov
platform to facilitate certificate
verification for students aspiring for
abroad. He assured that the UGC
would provide full support to
implement this initiative.

The event was presided over by UGC
Secretary Dr. Md. Fakhrul Islam, with
Additional Secretary of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs Syed Masud Mahmud
Khondaker as the special guest. In his
remarks, Syed Masud Mahmud
Khondaker mentioned that 190,000
certificates including 100 one have
been verified over the past month. He
highlighted that individuals seeking to
go abroad had to visit multiple offices,
incurring significant costs, time, and
inconvenience. He estimated that the
digital apostille system could save Tk.
5 to 7 billion annually. He also
emphasized that online verification will

play a significant role in
nation-building, and preventing
certificate  forgery as per the

expectation of new ganaration.

Among those present at the event
were Dr. Shamsul Arefin, Director of
UGC'’s Public Relations and Right to
Information  Division; Md. Omar
Faruque, Director of Private University
Division; Mohammad Jaminur
Rahman, Director of the Public
University = Management Division;
Mohammad Maksudur Rahman

Initiative to verify
certificates online
for students
interested in HE
abroad

Bhuiyan, Director of the Planning and
Development Division; Numeri
Zaman, Joint Secretary of the Ministry
of Education; Dr. Shah Mohammad
Tanvir Monsur, Director General
(Consular and Welfare) of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs and Tahmina
Rahman, Additional Director of UGC.

Examination controllers, IT officials
from  various universities, and
representatives from the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of
Education, a2i, and UGC also
participated in the event. ¢
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UGC calls for online certificate verification
to save time, effort and money

GC Chairman Professor Dr. SMA
Faiz has urged the country’s

universities to use the Apostille
platform for online verification of
academic certificates for Bangladeshi
students seeking higher education
and employment abroad.

He made the observations while
speaking as the Chief Guest at a
workshop titled "Online verification of
certificates for students aspiring for
going abroad with degrees obtained
from Bangladeshi universities.

The workshop was held on 06

November 2024 at the UGC
Auditorium.
UGC Members-Professor Dr.

Mohammad Tanzimuddin Khan and
Professor Dr. Mohammad Anwar
Hossen, Additional Secretary of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs Syed
Masud Mahmood Khundoker, and
UGC Secretary Dr. Md. Fakhrul Islam
delivered address at the event as the
Special Guests. The event was also
addressed by the Director General
(Consular and Welfare) of Ministry of
Foreign Affairs Dr. Shah Mohammad
Tanvir Monsur with  Md. Omar
Faruque, Director of the Information
Management, Communication, and
Training Division, in the chair.

Professor Faiz, in his speech, stated
that adopting the Apostille method for
certificate verification would save
students time, effort, and money as
well as reduce their sufferings. He
mentioned that the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs processes 200,000 certificate
verifications every month.
Implementation of the Apostille
system would significantly reduce the
workload for the ministry. He also
emphasized that the UGC,
universities, and the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs must work together to
fulfill the aspirations of the martyrs of

the July mass uprising and contribute
to building a better nation.

Professor Tanzimuddin Khan said that
students aspiring for higher studies
have to go mutiple offices in verifying
documents. The Apostille method
would alleviate such sufferings of the
students, if the certificates get verified
through this method.

Professor Anwar Hossen pointed out
that new Bangladesh has to be built by
embracing the spirit of the martyrs in
July uprising in the heart adding that
fascists and their collaboartors have to
brought under justice. He
apprehended that  administrative
activities of the country’s higher
educational institutions and the UGC
will face challenges if these bodies are
not restructured. He also highlighted
the importance of administrative
reforms to support universities more
effectively and enhance Bangladesh’s
image internationally.

He called upon the relevant authorities
to properly carry out certificate
verification through the Apostille
process in order to establish social
justice, uphold the spirit of the July
mass uprising, and fulfill the nation's
expectations from the University
Grants Commission (UGC).

It is worth mentioning that an initiative
has been taken to integrate the
country’s universities into the ‘Apostill
myGov'  platform  for  verifiyngt
certificates of Bangladeshi students
interested in  pursuing  higher
education abroad.

Under the Apostille Convention, the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of
Education, a2i program of ICT Division
and the University Grants Commission
(UGC) of Bangladesh will authenticate
the certificates of students, who have
obtained degrees from universities in

Bangladesh and wish to go abroad
through the Apostill myGov platform.
The activities of establishing this
platform is expected to be finalized by
December of this year.

Students will be able to easily apply
for certificate and transcript
verification by paying the application
fees through this platform The
respective universities will verify the
students’ academic records and
forward them to the UGC and the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs for
authentication. QR Code will be
included into the digitally verified
certificates.

The certificate verification process will
reduce the hassle for students, be
more cost-effective, and eliminate the
need for further attestation from
foreign embassies and other offices.

The event was attended by Dr.
Ferdous Zaman, Director of Research
Support and Publication Division;
Sultan Mahmud Bhuiyan, Director of
the Private University Division;
Shamsul Arefin, Director of Public
Relations and Right to Information
Division; Mohammad Zaminur
Rahman, Director of Public University
Management Division; Mohammad
Maksudur Rahman Bhuiyan, Director
of Planning and Development
Division; Zafar Ahmad Jahangir,
Director of General Services, Estate
and Engineering Division; Dr. Durga
Rani Sarker, Director of Strategic
Planning and Quality Assurance
Division; and Md. Rezaul Karim
Howlader, Director of Finance and
Accounts Division. representatives
from the Ministry of Education,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, a2i
program, Registrars and IT officials
from various universities, and relevant
UGC officials. &
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UGC proposes
revision of HEAT
project DPP to
provide broadband
connectivity in
university halls

ghe University Grants Commission of Bangladesh
(UGC) has proposed an amendment to the DPP of
Higher Education Acceleration and Transformation (HEAT)
project to provide financial support for ensuring
uninterrupted high-speed broadband connectivity in
university residential halls and offering scholarships to
underprivileged meritorious students. As part of this
proposal, the University of Dhaka has been considered as
a pilot project.

UGC Chairman Professor Dr. SMA Faiz expressed the
need to include provisions in the project proposal to offer
broadband internet services to students residing in
residential halls and provide scholarships to
underprivileged meritorious students living in rented
accommodations outside the campus due to the residential
crisis. He also emphasized the necessity of prioritizing
students' needs, amending the HEAT project accordingly,
and formulating a timely policy.

Professor Faiz raised these issues when a six-member
delegation from the World Bank paid a courtesy meeting
with him at the UGC office 07 November 2024.

The meeting was attended by UGC Members Professor Dr.
Mohammad Tanzimuddin Khan, Professor Dr. Mohammad
Anwar Hossen, UGC Secretary Dr. Md. Fakhrul Islam,
Director of Planning and Development Division
Mohammad Maksudur Rahman Bhuiyan, HEAT Project
Director Professor Dr. Asaduzzaman, World Bank Lead
Economist and Program Leader Syed Amir Ahmed, Senior
Education Specialist TM Asaduzzaman, and other
concerned officials from UGC, the World Bank, and the
HEAT project.

UGC Chairman Professor Faiz assured the World Bank
delegation of full cooperation in implementing the HEAT
project and taking appropriate measures to resolve various
project-related issues.

Professor Tanzimuddin Khan stated that the project
includes several student-centric activities which, if
successfully implemented, would positively impact their
lives. He urged the World Bank to adopt more
student-welfare projects.

Professor Anwar Hossen highlighted that the lack of
uninterrupted internet access in the residential halls is
disrupting students' studies. He also mentioned that due to
the shortage of residential facilities, first-year students are
living in dire conditions. He emphasized that ensuring
high-speed internet access, a better educational
environment, and social justice would pave the way for

building a new and advanced Bangladesh. He further
urged that all projects aimed at improving higher education
must be student-friendly.

World Bank Lead Economist Syed Amir Ahmed
acknowledged the importance of the flagship project in
addressing demographic dividend challenges, developing
human resources, and improving the quality of higher
education. He stated that the UGC’s proposal regarding
internet and scholarships would be considered in the
amendment of the HEAT project.

During the meeting, HEAT Project Director Professor Dr.
Asaduzzaman provided an overview of the project's overall
progress.

It is worth mentioning that the UGC is implementing the
HEAT project to improve and transform the quality of
higher education and research in the country. Through this
project, collaborative relationships between Bangladeshi
universities and higher education institutions in South
Asian countries will be strengthened. &

UGC chairman emphasizes
on education and research in
rankings

(o~ he Chairman of the University Grants Commission
J (UGC) of Bangladesh Professor Dr. SMA Faiz has
advised the country’s university authorities to prioritise
quality education and research in a bid to secure honorable
positions in global university rankings. He also urged the
researchers to find appropriate solutions by identifying
societal needs through research.

He made the observation as the Chief Guest at a workshop
on Establishing Institutional Quality Assurance Cells
(IQAC) in all Universities of the country organized by
Strategic Planning and Quality Assurance Division of
UGC's on 17 December 2024. UGC Member Professor Dr.
Mohammad Anwar Hossen and Secretary Dr. Md. Fakhrul
Islam spoke on the occasion as Special Guests

While speaking as the Chief Guest Professor Faiz said that
a total of 175 universities are currently operating in the
country under both public and private sectors. Although
Bangladesh has made notable progress in terms of
expansion of education, we (UGC) are regularly confronted
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with questions about its quality. Even, the position of these universities in
international rankings is not very good.

He hoped that Country’s universities will be able to secure better place in global
rankings by ensuring quality education and practical research. He pointed out
that the country’s universities need to progress through the combined efforts of
experienced teachers and brilliant students. He assured all concerned that the
UGC will provide full and necessary support to this end. Professor Faiz termed
the students of new generation as Gen-2 and advised the university authorities
to understand their needs, fully respect their emotions, and take the right steps
to make them skilled.

In his speech, Professor Anwar Hossen stated that IQAC can play an important
role in ensuring quality of education and research in higher education institutions
and determining the institution's position in an international context. IQAC is the
benchmark for quality and helps in developing students as ambassadors. There
is no alternative to IQAC for securing the position of the country's universities in
global rankings, he mentioned.

Dr. Fakhrul Islam said establishing IQAC in all higher education institutions is
crucial to ensure quality education and move up in university rankings. He noted
that IQAC has been set up in country’s 136 universities at present.

Under the chairmanship of Dr. Durga Rani Sarker, Director of the Quality
Assurance and Ranking Division of UGC, the event was attended by
Vice-Chancellors and their nominated representatives from 25 public and private
universities across the country. Bishnu Mallick, Additional Director of the Quality
Assurance and Ranking Division, UGC highlighted the establishment of IQAC, its
structure, and the importance of the cell in global rankings at the event.
Mohammad Fazlur Rahman, Additional Director, Engr. Mohammad Monir Ullah,
Deputy Director, Mohammad Yusuf Ali Khan, Deputy Director, Morshed Alam
Khandakar, Deputy Director of SPQA Division of UGC and other relevant officials
of UGC were present at the workshop. ¢

Dr. Fakhrul Islam
posted as new
Secretary of UGC

@ r. Md. Fakhrul Islam, Director of
the Research Support and
Publication Division of the University
Grants Commission (UGC) of
Bangladesh, has been transferred and
posted as the Secretary of the
Commission.

Meanwhile, the current Secretary, Dr.
Ferdous Zaman, has been transferred
to the position of Director of the
Research Support and Publication
Division.

The order regarding these transfers
and postings were issued on 11
August 2024. Dr. Md. Fakhrul Islam
assumed his duties as Secretary on
that day.

It is noteworthy that Dr. Md. Fakhrul
Islam has previously served in various
important positions, including Joint
Secretary and Director of the
Commission. He  obtained his
Master’s, MPhil, and PhD degrees
from the Department of English at the
University of Dhaka. Additionally, he
earned a diploma in ELT (English
Language Teaching) from a university
in the United Kingdom. He has
published three books.

Dr. Md. Fakhrul Islam has also
received advanced training under the
MTCP (Malaysia), NAFIC
(Netherlands), SIDA (Sweden), SCP
(Singapore), and SDC fellowship
programs. ¢
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HEAT project to help improve
university rankings: UGC

budget of Tk1,200 Crore has

been allocated under the Higher
Education Acceleration and
Transformation (HEAT) project, being
implemented by the UGC, to boost the
research sector of the country’s
universities. The funding will play a
significant role in improving the quality
of research and securing desired
positions in international ranking,
scholars and researchers of the
country’s leading universities made
the observations. They shared their
insights on the matter at a workshop
titted Strategy for  Developing
Sub-Project Proposals under the
Academic Transformation Fund held
at UGC on 12 December 2024.

Professor Dr. Md. Saidur Rahman,
Member, UGC spoke on the occasion
as the Special Guest while Professor
Dr. Asaduzzaman, Project Director of
the HEAT project chaired it. Professor
Dr. Md. Rezaul Karim,
Vice-Chancellor of Khulna University,
Professor Dr. M. Sohel Rahman,
Member of Bangladesh Public Service
Commission, Professor Dr. Md.
Aminul Haque Akand, Project Director
of Improving Computer and Software
Engineering Tertiary Education
Project, Asahabur Rahman,
representative from World Bank and
Mohammd Maksudur Rahman
Bhuiyan, Director of Planning and
Development Division, UGC were
present.

In his address, Professor Saidur
Rahman observed that projects often
fail to be considered for funding due to
incorrect proposal writing even when

research topics are good. He urged
those relevant to accurately present
the research objectives and other key
elements in project proposals. He
expressed his optimism that this
workshop would be beneficial in
drafting accurate project proposals.

Professor Asaduzzaman stated that
the biggest component of the HEAT
project is Academic Transformation
Fund (ATF), under which, there is a
budget of around Tk. 1,200 Crore for
conducting research. Measures are
being taken to «call for project
proposals on a competitive basis for
research projects that benefit the
country’s people.The initiative will
bring significant changes in research
and innovation sector and contribute
to the excellence in higher education
and research in
Bangladesh.Teachers, students, and
the general people of the country will
be immensely benefitted through it, he
hoped.

Professor Dr. Mozahar Ali, Consultant
of the HEAT project outlined the
strategies for developing sub-project
proposals under the Academic
Transformation Fund at the
workshop.The estimated cost of
five-year project is Tk. 4,016.57 Crore,
out of which, the Government of
Bangladesh will fund 50.96%, and the
World Bank provide 49.4%.

The workshop was attended by IQAC
directors from various universities,
teachers and researchers concerned
with  project implementation, and
officials from the UGC, the World
Bank, and the HEAT project. ¢

UGC for ensuring
transparency in
implementation of
dev project

GC Member Professor Dr.

Mohammad Tanzimuddin Khan
has advised ensuring maximum
transparency, accountability, and
safety of lives and property during the
implementation of  development
projects in public universities. He also
stated that no irregularities or
corruption in government expenditure
would be tolerated.

He made these remarks at a review
meeting on the progress of

development projects being
implemented in public universities
under the Annual Development

Program (ADP) for the fiscal year
2024-2025. The meeting was held on

5 November 2024 at the UGC
Auditorium.

Professor Tanzimuddin Khan noted
that extensive irregularities and
corruption in various development
projects during the previous
government's tenure had been

reported in the media. Unnecessary
funds were spent on constructing
gates and murals in many universities.

He emphasized that legal action
should be taken against those
involved in corruption in public

university development projects. He
also warned that if any UGC officials
or employees were found to be
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involved in corruption, they would not
be spared.

The UGC Member, responsible for the
Planning and Development Division,
further stated that a culture of
transparency and accountability must
be established in universities to
uphold the reputation of public
universities and the new Bangladesh,
which was achieved through the
sacrifices of students and the public.
He stressed that universities must
implement development projects free

from corruption to fulfill their
commitment to society.
He made few recommendations,

including the timely and proper
completion of ongoing development
projects in  public  universities,
appropriate  utilization of  funds,

ensuring quality construction work,
maintaining

safety during

construction, and holding contractors
accountable.

The meeting was presided over by
Mohammad  Maksudur ~ Rahman
Bhuiyan, Director of the Planning and
Development Division of UGC.

Among those present were Prof. Dr.
Md. Abu Naim Sheikh,
Vice-Chancellor and Project Director
of Sunamganj University of Science
and Technology; Professor Dr. Md.
Aminul Haque Akand, Project Director

of the Improving Computer and
Software Engineering Tertiary
Education Project; Professor Dr.

Asaduzzaman, Project Director of the
Higher Education Acceleration and
Transformation Project; Shah
Mohammad Aminul Islam, Additional
Director of the UGC Planning and
Development Division; project
directors from 33 public universities,
and other relevant officials. &

INTI University delegation holds
meeting with UGC

delegation from the China-based
INTI University called on the

Chairman (Additional Charge) and
Member of the University Grants
Commission (UGC) of Bangladesh
Professor Dr. Mohammad
Tanzimuddin Khan. The meeting was
held at UGC on 11 December 2024.
UGC Member Professor Dr. Md.

Saidur Rahman, Secretary Dr. Md.
Fakhrul Islam, and other relevant
officials from the Commission
attended the meeting.

Dr. Mostak Ahmed, Technical
Consultant of INTI University led the
delegation. Other Members of the
delegation included Peng Lan, Vice
President of Hope Education Group

and INTI University and Gu Zin Hua,
Director of International Development
Affairs of Hope Education Group.

Dr. Mostak Ahmed stated, twenty
seven private universities are being
operated in various countries including
China, Hungary, Belarus, Thailand,
Malaysia, Poland, and France under
the Hope Education Group. Quality
and affordable higher education is
provided at diploma, undergraduate,
and postgraduate levels from these
institutions. Moreover, students are
provided with opportunities for joint
degrees, advanced research and
training, and networking with over 500
industries, he added.

He highlighted the potential of setting
up an internationally recognized
university or branch campus, or even
the possibility of private university
ownership under the initiative of Hope
Education Group in an effort to impart
quality higher education services in
Bangladesh at affordable cost. He
expressed his interest in addressing
students' learning gaps, ensuring a
proper learning environment, helping
to formulate updated curricula, and
providing leadership, technology, and
infrastructure support to the local
private universities. Departments will
be opened up in areas of engineering,
modern technology, medicine, climate
security, nursing, and other relevant
fields as per the needs and demands
of the time at the proposed university.
He emphasized the importance for

equipping  graduates  with  the
necessary skills to make them skilled
for the job market. He sought

necessary cooperation from UGC side
in establishment of the university.

Professor Tanzimuddin Khan
discussed various aspects related to
research opportunities, faculty
recruitment, tuition fees, and other
matters on the proposed university.
He urged the delegation to submit a
complete proposal for establishing the
university. He also assured the
delegation of providing support from

UGC according to the Private
University Act 2010 and the
Cross-Border  Higher  Education

Regulations 2014. ¢
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Workshop on teacher training modules held

day-long workshop with the

relevant  stakeholders  from
universities was held on 27 October
2024 at University Grants Commission
(UGC) of Bangladesh to determine the
next steps for the participants of
four-month long foundation training in
light of the module formulated by the
UGC.

training. It is worth mentioning that the
UGC has already finalized a training
module to enhance the capabilities of
young university teachers. The
training will be organized on regular
basis under the 'Higher Education
Acceleration and  Transformation
(HEAT)' project, being implemented
by the UGC. UGC Members-
Professor Dr. Mohammad
Tanzimuddin Khan, and Professor Dr.
Mohammad Anwar Hossaen delivered
their speeches as Special Guests.

Dr. Md. Fakhrul Islam, Secretary,
Mohammad Maksudur ~ Rahman
Bhuiyan, Director of Planning and
Development Division of UGC, and
Professor Dr. Asaduzzaman, Project

Director of the HEAT project
addressed the ceremony, presided
over by Dr. Durga Rani Sarker,

Director of SPQA Division, UGC. The
event was attended by Dr. Sultan
Mahmud Bhuiyan, Director of Private
University  Division, Md. Fazlur
Rahman, Additional Director of SPQA
Division, Jesmin Pervin, Additional
Director  of  Public University
Management Division, Bishnu Mallick,
Additional Director of SPQA Division,
Muhammad Nazmul Islam, Joint
Secretary (Additional Charge) of UGC
and other concerned UGC officials.
Engr. Mohammad Monir Ullah, Deputy
Director of SPQA Division of UGC
moderated it.

Professor Tanzimuddin Khan, in his
address as Special Guest, stated that
it is essential to organize particular

The speakers, in the inaugural
ceremony of the workshop, mentioned
that necessary preparations are being
made to commence the training
activites very soon. They also
informed that the UGC has already
sent letters to the universities seeking
nominations for participants in the

©

sStakeholder Consultation Workshop on Training Module

training program for capacity building
of teachers in areas of academic,
administrative, and self- management.
He observed that each higher
education institution should take
institutional initiatives to improve the
capabilities of teachers. He further
said that education needs to be made
student-friendly and added that it will
be tough to ensure student-friendly
education without fostering a good
relationship between teachers and
students, He opined that these
aspects of higher education should be
incorporated in the training module.

In his speech, Professor Anwar
Hossen stated that quality education
must reflect social realities adding that
social and environmental related
problems are continuously increasing,
and it is essential to ensure that
education plays a key role in
addressing these issues. He further
said that it is very important for us to
determine where we stand in higher
education and where we want to go to
this end. Otherwise, enhancement of
higher education will be limited due to
inadequate planning.

He observed, in his speech, that the
HEAT project has created new hopes
and expectations for transformation of
higher education. He commented that
in the changing social reality, if
society, nature, and the environment
are not accommodated in the higher
education curriculum, it will be difficult
to achieve the desired goals of tertiary
education. ¢

Policy decision
needed for

awarding PhD in
nursing: UGC

5 he proposal

from the Korea

International Cooperation
Agency (KOICA) regarding the
introduction of PhD degrees in nursing
education  will be  considered,
Professor Dr. Mohammad Anwar
Hossen, Member of UGC observed.
He made this remark while delivering
presidential speech during a view
exchange meeting between the
KOICA delegation and the UGC, held
on 31 October 2024 at UGC Bhaban.

Professor Anwar Hossen stated that
there is a shortage of quality nursing
education and skilled manpower in
this field in Bangladesh. He also
emphasized that greater attention has
to be given in this sector to build a
developed Bangladesh and ensure
advanced healthcare services. He
mentioned that a policy decision is
needed to introduce PhD degrees in
nursing education.

He informed the delegation that a final
decision on the matter would be made
after consultation with the relevant
stakeholders including the
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Medical
University. He further stated that
nurses make a significant contribution
to the healthcare sector. Higher
education and training are needed to
enhance their professional skills.
Opportunities for higher education and
research in this sector should be
expanded to improve healthcare
services. When skilled nurses are
produced, it will create vast
employment opportunities at home
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and abroad, he mentioned.

Professor Tanzimuddin Khan pointed
out that nursing education in the
country is somewhat different. A
diploma degree is awarded in nursing
in most institutions. He observed that
it is imperative to prioritize national
interests and ensure quality when
launching a Ph.D degree in any field.

The meeting was attended by Jesmin
Pervin, Additional Director,
Muhammad Nazmul Islam, Joint
Secretary (Additional Charge), UGC
and other relevant officials of the
UGC. A-seven-member delegation
from KOICA participated in the
meeting.

|

KOICA  representative  Professor
Theohwa Lee presented a survey
report on nursing education and
research in the country and advocated
for introduction of a PhD degree in
nursing in Bangladesh through
National Institute of Advanced Nursing
Education & Research (NIANER) He
added that awarding Ph.D degrees to
the nursing educators will accelerate
the education and research sectors in
this area. He emphasized the need for
formulating a policy for awarding
Ph.D. degree. It is mentionable here
that currently, diploma, B.Sc., and
M.Sc. degrees are available in the
field of nursing in the country. &

UGC adyvises fellows to be cautious of fraudsters

Grants
Bangladesh
teachers and

5 he University
Commission  of
(UGC) has urged
researchers from various public
universities who received UGC
fellowships to remain vigilant against
fraudsters.

UGC sent official letters to public
universities, warning fellows about the
potential threat on 20 August, 2024.

It is noteworthy that an individual
named Dr. Mizanur Rahman, posing
as a uGC Secretary/Deputy
Secretary, recently swindled BDT 1.5
lakh from a professor and UGC fellow
at Sher-e-Bangla Agricultural
University by obtaining their credit
card information. The victim has filed a
General Diary (GD) with
Sher-e-Bangla Nagar Police Station
regarding the incident.

Since July, the fraudsters have been
collecting bKash and credit card

R
e e SR

numbers from researchers and fellows
under the pretense of expediting the
disbursement of UGC fellowship
honorariums. The UGC believes this is
the work of an organized fraud group.
Furthermore, there is no employee
named Dr. Mizanur Rahman working
at the UGC. Al concerned
researchers and fellows are urged to
remain cautious of these fraudulent
activities.

It is important to note that UGC
disburses fellowship  honorariums
through the Bangladesh Electronic
Funds Transfer Network (BEFTN) to
specific bank accounts operated by
the registrars of respective

universities. No payments are made
via bKash, Nagad, Upay, or credit
card transfers.

In light of these developments, all
concerned individuals are advised to
exercise caution in financial
transactions and to request that law
enforcement agencies take
appropriate  action  against  the
fraudsters. &
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tripartite  meeting with the

relevant ministries, public
universities, and the University Grants
Commission of Bangladesh will be
convened soon to ensure the speedy
implementation of various ongoing
development projects in the public
universities through proper
coordination, UGC Member Professor
Dr. Mohammad Tanzimuddin Khan
has stated.

He made the announcement as the
Chief Guest at a review meeting on
the progress of the implementation of
the main ADP and the RADP for the
Fiscal Year 2024-25. The meeting was
held on 22 December 2024 at the
UGC Auditorium.

Vice-Chancellors and nominated
representatives along with Project
Directors from 25 public universities
across the country participated in the
event chaired by Mohammad
Maksudur Rahman Bhuiyan, Director
of the Planning and Development
Division of the UGC.The meeting was

attended by Professor Dr. Mohammad
Aminul Haque Akand, Project Director
of Improving Computer and Software

Engineering Tertiary Education
Project, Professor Dr. Asaduzzaman,
Project Director of Higher Education
Acceleration and  Transformation
Project, Shah Mohammad Aminul
Islam, Additional Director of Planning
and Development Division along with
other relevant officials of UGC.

In the meeting, Professor
Tanzimuddin Khan observed that
number of projects included in the
main ADP for the fiscal year 2024-25
is 33. Approximately Tk. 5,000 Crore
has been allocated in favour of these
projects. Increasing the allocation for
the education sector and addressing
the slow pace of fund release to
improve the quality of higher
education is highly needed.

He noted that there has been slow
progress in implementation  of
development projects in  public
universities because of various
factors, including political changes. A
coordination meeting among the
ministry, public universities, and the
UGC is necessary for the prompt
implementation of these projects, he
suggested.

He also said that the UGC will
continue to extend necessary support
and cooperation to the universities for
swift implementation of development
projects. He assured the relevant
stakeholders that the UGC will work
as a team with the universities to
overcome the challenges in
implementing the ongoing projects.

The Member in-charge of the Planning
and Development Division, UGC also
mentioned that a reform committee

UGC to hold a
tripartite
coordination
meeting soon

should be constituted with teachers
and experts from the Law
Departments of the universities to
resolve the complexities of
development  projects of public
universities and make the related laws
more people-friendly. He suggested
that the committee's reform proposals
could be presented at a tripartite
meeting.

The UGC has provided a set of 14
recommendations including
appointing full-time Project Directors
(PD), granting the authority to the PD
over fund expenditure, framing
financial action plans, following
government rules and regulations for
formulation, approval and
implementation of project proposals,

organizing training on  project
management and capacity building,
and closely monitoring  project
progress for ensuring the prompt and
quality implementation of
development projects.

In the review meeting, Rukshana

Laila, Deputy Director of Planning and
Development Division of UGC
presented the implementation
progress of the main ADP for 2024-25
Fiscal Year, the proposed RADP,
project implementation  progress,
challenges, and ways to overcome
them.

The Vice-Chancellors called for
organizing co-curricular activities for
students, improving students' mental
health, enhancing teaching skills, and
providing research grants for master's
students through the development
projects in the meeting. They urged
the UGC not to approve university
without proper consideration and
investigate allegations of corruption in
the projects. ¢
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UGC to undertake major
infrastructure development plan

University Grants

Commission (UGC) of
Bangladesh  will  undertake a
comprehensive development plan to
expand the UGC building, the
Chairman’s residence, and residential
facilities for its officers and staff,
announced UGC Chairman Professor
Dr. SMA Faiz.

He made this statement on 04
November 2024 after inspecting the
UuGC Chairman’s
office-cum-residence at Dhanmondi
3/A, Dhaka, and the UGC residential
area at Mirpur 14.

ghe

Present during the inspection were
UGC Members Professor  Dr.
Mohammad Tanzimuddin Khan,
Professor Dr. Mohammad Anwar
Hossen,, UGC Secretary Dr. Md.
Fakhrul Islam, Director of the Planning
and Development Division
Mohammad Maksudur Rahman
Bhuiyan, Director of the General
Services, Estate, and Engineering
Division Zafar Ahommad Jahanger,
Additional Director and President of
the Residential Area Welfare
Committee Md. Shahin Siraj, Senior
Assistant Director and General
Secretary  Md. Shariful Islam,
President of the UGC Employees’
Union Md. Anwar Hossain, along with
Welfare Committee members and
other concerned officials and staff.

During the visit, Welfare Committee
President Md. Shahin Siraj informed

the UGC Chairman about several
pressing issues, including the need to
construct a new multi-story residential
building to address the housing crisis,
build a permanent mosque and
community center, expand and
renovate the boundary wall, and
strengthen security measures.

Additionally, the General Services,

Estate, and Engineering Division
presented the residential area’s
architectural plans to the UGC

Chairman and Members.

Professor Dr. SMA Faiz assured that
the proposed suggestions would be
reviewed, and a comprehensive plan
would be adopted and implemented
promptly. He emphasized that new
infrastructure development initiatives
would be undertaken to facilitate the
efficient operation of UGC'’s official
activities.  Furthermore, the old
office-cum-residence at Dhanmondi
3/A would be demolished to construct
a modern building. He also highlighted
that sustainable development plans
would be implemented  while
preserving the residential area’s
environment.

During the visit, the UGC Chairman
planted a fruit tree sapling in the
residential area. ¢

Recommendations
for strengthening
security of Apostille

platform
cademicians and relevant
A stakeholders have

recommended strengthening the
security of the Apostille platform and
personal data used for online
authentication of certificates for
Bangladeshi students seeking higher
education and employment abroad.

Additionally, it was suggested to form
a monitoring team  comprising
representatives from the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and other relevant
organizations to  oversee the

implementation of the Apostille
platform.
These remarks were made at a

workshop titled "Online authentication
of certificates for students aspiring to
study abroad with degrees obtained
from universities in the country," held
on 14 November 2024 at the UGC
Auditorium. UGC Chairman Professor
Dr. SMA Faiz attended the event as
the Chief Guest.

UGC Member Professor  Dr.
Mohammad Tanzimuddin Khan,
Additional Secretary of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs Dr. Md. Nazrul Islam,
and UGC Secretary Dr. Md. Fakhrul
Islam delivered speeches as special
guests at the event.

Presided over by the Director of
Information Management,
Communication, and Training Division
of UGC Md. Omar Faruque, the event
was also addressed by the Director
General (Consular and Welfare) of
Ministry of Foreign Affairs Dr. Shah
Mohammad Tanvir Monsur.

Professor Faiz emphasized that the
Apostille platform must be managed in
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a way that avoids any controversy
regarding certificate authentication.
He stated that this authentication
method would yield positive results,
saving students time, effort, and
money while reducing their hassles.

Professor Tanzimuddin Khan noted
that the number of Bangladeshi
students aspiring to study abroad is
increasing yearly. He stressed that the
process of going abroad for education
should be transparent, simple, and

cost-effective. He also emphasized
the need to ensure the security and
protection of personal information on
the Apostille portal while making the
platform modern and widely accepted.

It is noteworthy that an initiative has
been taken to integrate universities
across the country into the ‘Apostille
MyGov' platform  for certificate
authentication for Bangladeshi
students seeking higher education
abroad. The Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, the Ministry of Education, the
ICT Ministry's a2i program, and the
UGC will implement the online
authentication of higher education
certificates. The event was attended
by exam controllers and IT officers
from 51 private universities.
Additionally, UGC’s Director of Public
Relations and Right to Information
Division Dr. AKM Shamsul Arefin,
along with relevant officials from the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, a2i, and
UGC, were also present. ¢

UGC Chairman calls for bridging gap in teacher-student relationship

g) rofessor Dr. SMA Faiz, Chairman
of the University Grants
Commission (UGC) of Bangladesh,
has said, the gap between teachers
and students relationship has to be
reduced in ensuring an effective
educational environment and teachers
should be proactive in understanding
and fulfilling the expectations of the
students.

He made the observation as the Chief
Guest at a workshop on Teacher
training module attended by relevant
stakeholders held on October 28 at
UGC under the 'Higher Education
Acceleration and  Transformation
(HEAT)" project, now being
implemented with funding from the
Government of Bangladesh and the
World Bank.

UGC Membes- Professor Dr.
Mohammad Tanzimuddin Khan,
Professor Dr. Mohammad Anwar
Hossein, and Additional Secretary
(Development) of Secondary and
Higher Education Division, the
Ministry of Education Md. Hasan
Maruf spoke on the occasion as
Special Guests.

UGC Chairman Professor Faiz said,
the student-teacher relationship is
built on foundation of mutual respect.
The gap in relationship between the
students  and-teachesr in  the
classroom has to be reduced.

Teachers should be alert of the needs

and desires of students in the
classroom. He further stated that
today's students are highly talented.
He urged the teachers’ community to
understand students well and to show
proper respect for their emotions and
feelings.

Professor Tanzimuddin Khan stated
that investment in education must be
increased to make development
sustainable. He mentioned that
education must be at the cente to
secure a better position in the human
development index. He made an
strong appeal to teachers for working
with a commitment to the teaching
profession in producing skilled and
accomplished students.

Professor Anwar Hossen mentioned
that the HEAT project will bring in
transformation in the country's higher

education sector. The limitations of
quality education will be addressed
and societal demands met up through
it. He urged teachers’ community to
take a leading role in nation-building
and ensuring social justice.

Md. Hasan Maruf observed that the
HEAT project has been undertaken for
quality  development of higher
education. He urged the stakeholders
of the project to comply with
government rules and regulations and
ensure the proper utilization of the
project's funds.

Dr. Md. Fakhrul Islam, Secretary,
Mohammad Maksudur Rahman
Bhuiyan, Director of Planning and
Development Division of UGC, and
Professor Dr. Asaduzzaman, Project
Director of the HEAT project
addressed the ceremony chaired by
Dr. Durga Rani Sarker, Director of
SPQA Division of UGC.
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Dr. Sultan Mahmud Bhuiyan, Director
of Private University Division, Jesmin
Parvin, Additional Director of the
Public University Management
Division, Bishnu Mallick, Additional
Director of SPQA Division,
Muhammad Nazmul Islam, Joint
Secretary (Additional Charge) of UGC,
and other relevant officials from UGC
were present on the occasion
moderated by Engr. Mohammad
Monir Ullah, Deputy Director of SPQA
Division of UGC. The workshop was
attended by Directors and nominated
representatives of Institutional Quality
Assurance Cells (IQAC) from 106
private universities of the country.

It may be mentioned here that the
UGC has developed a comprehensive
training module for foundation training
of university teachers. A four-month
foundation training program will be
organized beginning from November
2024 for capacity building of young
university teachers. The UGC has
arranged this workshop to outline the
future actions for the basic training
participants. ¢

Online certificate authentication
to save Tk. 7 billion annually
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8 nsuring the online authentication

of all certificates for Bangladeshi
students seeking higher education
and employment abroad could save at
least 7 billion BDT annually, according
to speakers at a related workshop.

The statement was made on 12
November 2024 at a workshop held at
the UGC auditorium on the
online-based apostille platform for
verifying  certificates of students
intending to study abroad with
degrees obtained from Bangladeshi
universities.

Speakers at the event included UGC
Members Professor Dr. Mohammad
Tanzimuddin Khan, Professor Dr.
Mohammad Anwar Hossen, and UGC
Secretary Dr. Md. Fakhrul Islam. The
event was presided over by Md. Omar

Faruque, Director of UGC'’s
Information Management,
Communication, and Training

Division. Dr. Shah Mohammad Tanvir
Mansur, Director General (Consular
and Welfare) of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, also addressed the workshop.

At the workshop, speakers highlighted
that the Cabinet has approved the
signing of the Apostille Convention. As
a result, students and job seekers
going abroad will no longer need to
re-authenticate various certificates,

documents, and affidavits in 127
signatory countries.
They mentioned that under the

apostille system, more than 250,000
certificates could be authenticated
online annually, resulting in savings of
approximately BDT 7 billion.

Furthermore, this system will save
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time and effort while

students'
reducing their hassle.

The speakers also emphasized that
online authentication will enhance the
country's image, curb fraudulent
activities, and reduce the influence of
intermediaries. Through the apostille
system, over 10,000 certificates can
be authenticated daily.

It is noteworthy that initiatives have
been taken to connect the country's
universities to the ‘Apostille MyGov’
(apostille.mygov.bd) platform for the
authentication of certificates  of
Bangladeshi students aspiring to
study abroad.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the
Ministry of Education, the ICT
Ministry’s a2i program, and the UGC
will  jointly implement the online
certificate authentication process for
higher education.

The event was attended by
examination controllers and IT officers
from 49 private universities.
Additionally, UGC officials, including
Dr. Ferdous Zaman, Director of
Research Support and Publication
Division; Dr. Sultan Mahmud Bhuiyan,
Director of Private University Division;
Dr. Shamsul Arefin, Director of Public
Relations and Right to Information
Division; Mohammad Jaminur
Rahman, Director of Public University
Management Division; Dr. Durga Rani
Sarkar, Director of Strategic Planning
and Quality Assurance Division; and
Md. Rezaul Karim Hawlader, Director
of Finance and Accounts Division and
representatives from the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, a2i, and UGC, were
also present. ¢
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Impunity for
repression during
the autocratic era
at UGC

uring the autocratic regime,
loyalists and flatterers were
promoted and elevated to high
positions in all institutions of the

country. In many cases, completely
incompetent individuals were placed
in key positions, effectively leading to
the destruction of these institutions.
The University Grants Commission
(UGC), the highest body overseeing
higher education in the country, was
no exception. For a prolonged period
of 15 years, autocratic loyalists and
their  supporters were granted
promotions—sometimes in violation of
rules and regulations—and were
provided various benefits through a
syndicate-like system.

On the other hand, competent,
dissenting, and outspoken officials
and employees were systematically
deprived of promotions and other
entittements. The UGC authorities
consistently treated them with hostility.
Despite being qualified and senior,
these individuals were repeatedly
denied promotions, even after
participating in oral exams multiple
times. They were deliberately left
without work, denied opportunities to
demonstrate their performance, and in
some cases, their valuable
contributions were ignored. They
endured oppressive behavior in
silence. This level of impunity for
deprivation and repression had never
been seen before.

Following the revolution and mass
uprising led by students and the
people, Bangladesh was freed from
autocracy on August 5, 2024. The
interim government then appointed a
new leadership at UGC. This
benevolent leadership has begun
addressing past injustices by following
due rules and regulations. In the first
phase, a portion of the officials and

employees who had been deprived
and oppressed during the autocratic
regime have now been granted their
rightful promotions/upgradations.
Additionally, the current competent
leadership is  encouraging  all
employees to maintain peace and
discipline in the office and contribute
to the progress of higher education in
the country.

Shortly after these long-overdue
promotions/upgradations were
granted to the affected officials,
certain media outlets began publishing
negative reports, spreading
misleading messages. It is believed
that those who were unjustly elevated
to high positions under the previous
autocratic regime may be behind
these activities. The UGC authorities
are aware of the matter and remain
committed to advancing the

organization constructively. &

R R

Violence against Women. The
Secondary and Higher Education
Division of Ministry of Education has
instructed for organizing the
oath-taking ceremony.

Professor Dr. Mohammad Anwar
Hossen conducted the ceremony. At
the event, UGC's Secretary, Directors
from various divisions and other
officials took an oath to never engage
in or assist in abuse of women and
children, to prevent such abuse, and
to support victims of abuse.

Professor Anwar Hossen said that
showing respect and honor to women
is very important for establishing
social justice. He called on everyone
to be cautious in their behavior,
gestures, and choice of words in
ensuring that no disrespect is shown
towards women in any way.

He further stated that the Government

UGC Member calls for showing respect
to women in all spheres

() rofessor Dr. Mohammad Anwar
J Hossen, Member of the
University Grants Commission of
Bangladesh, has called for showing
respect to women in all areas
including family, society, educational
institutions,  offices, courts, and
transports.

He also instructed the UGC officers
and other employees to ensure a
respectful work environment by
showing respect to female colleagues
and maintaining an attitude of
empathy towards everyone.

He made the remarks at an oath
taking ceremony held at the UGC
premises on 05 December 2024, as
part of the 16-day International
Campaign for the Elimination of

is committed to preventing violence
against women and children. As the
facilitating body of the country's higher
education sector, the UGC is
determined to implementing the
Government's commitment. He urged
everyone to be vocal and active in
preventing violence against women
and children. ¢
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UGC calls for conducting quality research in HEls

(¢) rofessor Dr.

Member of the University Grants
Commission (UGC) of Bangladesh,
has urged the teachers for conducting
quality research in higher education
institutions of Bangladesh. She also

Masuma Habib,

advised for using the plagiarism
checker software to prevent academic
dishonesty in research.

She made the observations as the
Chief Guest at an academic seminar
titted Assessing the relevance of PhD
theses carried out by the teachers with
their teaching related subjects held at
UGC on 29 December 2024. The
seminar was organized to analyze the
PhD theses of 12 teachers from
various government colleges and
determine the relevance of their
degrees to teaching subjects.

Professor Masuma Habib, in her
speech, mentioned that research
activities are being carried out not only
at university level but also at various
colleges, which is positive sign for the
nation’s development. She called for
encouraging these researchers and
applying the knowledge acquired from
research for personal and institutional
benefit. In the meeting, the
researchers offered a set of
recommendations, including following
the relevant guidelines for conducting
research, publishing results based on
research findings, ensuring the
alignment of research topics with
teaching-related subjects  when
granting PhD approval for teachers in
government colleges, evaluating
societal impacts of these research
findings, using appropriate software to
prevent plagiarism in research article
written  in Bengali language and
strengthening the UGC's monitoring to
evaluate the quality of research in
public universities.

Professor Dr. Mohammad Shamsul
Alam, Vice-Chancellor of Islamic
Arabic  University, Professor Dr.
Mohammad Azam, Director General

of Bangla Academy, Professor Dr.
Saeed Ferdous, Pro-Vice Chancellor
of Bangladesh Open University;
Professor Dr. Atanu Rabbani,
Department of Economics, Professor
Dr. Nevin Farida, Department of
English, Professor Dr. Mohammad
Mizanur Rahman, Department of
Physics; Professor Dr. Aminul Islam
Talukder, Department of Physics and
Professor Dr. Mohammad Abdul
Mannan, Department of International
Relations, University of Dhaka were
present at the meeting as
subject-related experts.

Dr. Ferdous Zaman, Director of
Research and Grants Management
Division of the UGC, presided over the
seminar. Md. Shahin Siraj, Additional
Director of the same division

moderated the seminar arttended by
other relevant UGC officials. ¢

UGC calis for
building a culture
of research &

innovation

(¢) rofessor Dr. Masuma Habib,

Member of the University Grants
Commission (UGC) of Bangladesh,
has called for developing a culture of
research and innovation in higher

education institutions in order to
advance the country through applied
research and the development of new
technologies.

She made this call as the Chief Guest
at an Academic Seminar titled
"Determining the Relevance of PhD
Theses and Teaching-Related
Subjects Earned by Education
Department Employees (Teachers) on
30 December 2024.The seminar was
organized to evaluate the Ph.D.
theses of 12 teachers from various
government schools and colleges and
determine the alignment of their
earned degrees with teaching-related
subjects. Professor Masuma Habib
said that more emphasis should be
given on the invention of necessary
technologies through research in
higher education. She noted that a
significant amount of quality research
is currently being conducted at
university and college levels and it is
crucial to create an conducive
research environment in concerned
institutions to encourage researchers
for completing their work effectively.

Professor Dr. Md. Shamsul Alam,
Vice-Chancellor of Islamic Arabic
University, Professor Dr. Mohammad
Azam, Director General of Bangla

Academy, Professor Dr. Saeed
Ferdous, Pro-Vice-Chancellor of
Bangladesh Open University,

Professor Dr. Aminul Islam Talukdar,

Department of Physics, Professor Dr.

S.M. Hafizur Rahman, Institute of
Education and Research and
Professor Dr. Shahriar Haider, Institute
of Education and Research, Professor
Dr. Salma Nasreen, Department of
Mathematics, Professor Dr. Asha Islam
Naim, Department of  History,
University of Dhaka, and Professor Dr.
A. A. Mamun, Department of Physics,
Jahangirnagar University, were
present as distinguished experts. ¢
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UGC delegations visit two private universities

(4~ wo separate delegations from the

J University Grants Commission of
Bangladesh visited the temporary
campus of Tagore University of
Creative Arts in Uttara, Dhaka, and
the Pharmacy Department of Sheikh
Hasina University of Science and
Technology in Kishoreganj district.
The purpose of these visits was to
evaluate and assess the approval and
academic capabilities of  the
department to conduct activities.

The UGC team led by Dr. Md. Sultan
Mahmud Bhuiyan, Director of the
Private University Division, UGC,
visited the temporary campus of
Rabindra Srijan Kala University. Other
Members of the delegation were Dr.
Md. Mohibul Ahsan, Additional
Director, and BM Shohel Rana,
Assistant Director of Private University
Division, UGC

During the visit, Dr. Sultan Mahmood
Bhuiyan called upon the authorities of
Tagore University of Creative Arts to
run all activities at its permanent
campus  within  the  stipulated
timeframe as per the Private
University Act-2010. The university's
Vice-chancellor Professor Dr. Syed
Md. Shahed, Chairman of the Board of
Trustees, Acting Registrar, Directors,
and other officials were present during
the visit.

On the other hand, a three-member
delegation paid spot visit to Sheikh
Hasina University of Science and
Technology in Kishoreganj to assess
the approval and operational capacity
of the Pharmacy Department.
Professor Mohammad Mafruhi Sattar
of Jahangirnagar University, Rabeya
Khandakar, Deputy Director and
Mohammad Harun Mia. Senior
Assistant Director of Private University
Division, UGC were included into the
delegation.

The delegation visited the university's

library, laboratory, and physical
facilities and offered guidance to the
university authorities on matters with
regard to education, research, as well
as overall mental and physical
development of the students.

Professor Dr. Mohammad Azizul
Haque, Vice-Chancellor (Acting),
Professor Dr. AFM Najmus Sadat,
Dean of the Faculty of Science, Abdur
Rashid, Controller of Examinations,
Md. Zakir Hossain, Registrar and
faculty members of the Pharmacy
Department were present on the
occasion.. ¢

UGC Delegation Visits Teesta University and UITS

(< Wo separate delegations from
the University Grants
Commission (UGC) of Bangladesh
visited Teesta University in Rangpur
and the University of Information
Technology and Sciences (UITS) in
Dhaka. A three-member delegation
led by the UGC Member Professor Dr.
Mohammad Anwar Hossen paid spot
visit to the temporary and permanent
campuses of Teesta University to
inspect its land. Other members of the
delegation were Dr. Muhammad
Sultan Mahmud Bhuiyan, Director and
BM Sohel Rana, Assistant Director of
the Private University Division, UGC.

During the visit, Professor Anwar
Hossen urged the private universities
to begin academic activities at their
permanent campuses and
emphasized the importance of raising
the quality of education. He advised
the university authorities to take
necessary measures to enhance the
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quality of education at Teesta
University, conduct research activities,
develop students' mental and physical
well-being, and raise awareness about
bullying.

Chairman and Members of the Board
of Trustees of Teesta University,
Registrar and other relevant officials
inluding Treasurer of the University
Professor Sanjeev Kumar Saha, were
present.

On the other hand, a delegation from
the UGC led by Professor Dr. Shah
Emran of the Department of
Pharmaceutical Chemistry of the
University of Dhaka, visited the
University of Information Technology
and Sciences. The delegation
evaluated regarding the approval of
the Bachelor of Pharmacy program
developed in light of the
Outcome-Based Education (OBE)
curriculum and  assessed the
university's capacity to manage its
academic operations during the visit.

Nasima Akter Khatun, Deputy Director
and Moazzem Hossain, Senior
Assistant Director of Private University
Division, UGC were present.

The delegation examined the
classrooms, library, and laboratory
facilities of the Pharmacy Department
and exchanged views with the
Vice-Chancellor, Treasurer, Registrar
and faculties of the university
regarding enhancing the program
operation and quality development of
education. ¢

A delegation from GIZ meets UGC Chairman

delegation from the German

Technical Cooperation Agency
(GIZ) called on the Chairman of the
University Grants Commission (UGC)
of Bangladesh Professor Dr. SMA
Faiz on 03 December 2024 at the
latter’soffice.

UGC Members- Professor Dr.

Mohammad Tanzimuddin Khan,
Professor Dr. Mohammad Anwar
Hossen, UGC Secretary Dr. Md.

Fakhrul Islam, Director of the
International Collaboration Division
Jesmin Pervin and other relevant
officials were present during the
meeting. Dr. Christian Bochmann, the
Project Manager of GlZ, led the
three-member delegation.

The meeting elaborately discussed
the progress of ongoing projects under
GlZ's financial support, including the
“Higher Education and Leadership
Development for Sustainable Textiles
in Bangladesh (HELD)” project, the
“Kick Makes the Difference” initiative,
and the establishment of a
Sustainability Chair at Ahsanullah
University of Science and Technology
(AUST).

It is mentionable here that under the
HELD project, technical support is
being provided for enhancement of
textile education and producing skilled
human resources in this sector in
Bangladesh, Scholarships are being
provided to the students of
Bangladesh University of Textiles and
Begum Rokeya University as well as
assistance to Ahsanullah University of

Science  and  Technology  for
formulating curriculum for
undergraduate level on textile

education through establishment of
Sustainability Chair under the Kick
project.

The GIZ delegation sought continued
cooperation from the UGC side in
implementation of higher education
related projects.

The UGC urged the delegation in

providing support for advanced
research, launching exchange
programs in Germany, increasing

scholarship opportunities, and offering
assistance in teacher training and
other areas. Besides, a request was
made to evaluate the impact of three
projects being implemented by GIZ in
the meeting. ¢
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UGC pays tribute to martyr intellectuals

(o he University Grants
J Commission  (UGC)  of
Bangladesh paid glowing tributes to
the nation's illustrious sons marking
the Martyr Intellectuals Day. The UGC
authorities placed a floral wreath at
the Martyrs' Intellectuals Memorial in
Mirpur to pay homage for them.

At the event, UGC Members Professor
Dr. Mohammad Tanzimuddin Khan,
and Professor Dr. Md. Saidur
Rahman, UGC Secretary Dr. Md.
Fakhrul Islam, Director of Planning
and Development Division
Mohammad Maksudur Rahman
Bhuiyan, Director of International
Collaboration Division Jesmin Pervin,
Additional Director of Research
Support and Publication Division Md.
Shahin  Siraj, Joint  Secretary
(Additional Charge) of Administration

UGC pays tribute to mar

¢+~ he University Grants Commission
J (UGC) of Bangladesh paid tribute

to the martyrs of Liberation war
on 16 December 2024 marking the

Great Victory Day. The UGC
authorities laid wreath at the National
Memorial in Savar to pay homage to
the martyred heroes.

Division Muhammad Nazmul Islam,
Private Secretary (Additional Director)
to the UGC Chairman Md. Mostafizur
Rahman, Additional Director of Public
University Management Division Md.
Sultan Mahmud, Additional Director of

UGC Members- Professor Dr.

Mohammad Tanzimuddin Khan,
Professor Dr. Mohammad Anwar
Hossen, Professor Dr. Md. Saidur

Rahman, UGC Secretary Dr. Md.
Fakhrul Islam, Director of Research
and Grants Management Division Dr.

Estate &

General
Engineering Division Shibananda Shil
including leaders of UGC Officers'
Association and UGC Karmachari

Services,

Union together with other UGC
Officers and employees were present.
.

tyrs on Victory Day

Ferdous Zaman, Director of Private
University Management Division Dr.
Md. Sultan Mahmud Bhuiyan, Director
of Information Management,
Communication, and Training Division
and President of UGC Officers’
Association Md. Omar Faruque,
Director of Logistics Division Zafor
Ahommad Jahanger, Director of
Estate Division Nahid Sultana,
General Secretary of UGC Officers’
Association Dr. Md. Mohibul Ahsan,
President of UGC employes’ Union
Md. Anwar Hossain, and its General
Secretary Shahadat Hossain were
present on the occasion.

Meanwhile, a friendly cricket match
was organized in residential area of
the Commission in Mirpur to mark the
Victory Day by the UGC Officers'
Association. &
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UGC delegation's surprise visit o RP Saha University

s part of the monitoring activities

for improving the quality of higher
education, a delegation formed by the
University Grants Commission (UGC)
of Bangladesh conducted a surprise
visit to RP Saha University at
Narayanganj on 02 November 2024.

The three-member committee, formed
by the UGC to observe the actual
state of the university on-site, was led
by UGC Member Professor Dr.
Mohammad Anwar Hossen. The other
members of the committee were Dr.
Sultan Mahmud Bhuiyan, Director of
the Private University Division of UGC,
and Nasima Akhter Khatun, Deputy
Director of the same division.

The committee members visited
classrooms of various departments,
educational resources and laboratory
facilities to gain an insight into the
university’s educational facilities.

Additionally, the committee members
discussed academic, administrative,
and financial discipline-related matters
with the university's Vice-Chancellor
Professor Dr. Monindra Kumar Roy,
and other relevant officials. Based on
their on-site inspection and in

accordance with the Private University
Act, 2010, the committee will prepare
a report outlining the university’s
actual condition. This report will be
sent to the university authorities for
the implementation of the
Commission’s recommendations. ¢

UGC urges private universities to run academic
activities at permanent campuses

¢4~ he University Grants Commission
J (UGC) of Bangladesh has urged
private universities to run all academic
activities at their permanent campuses
within the specified time frame. UGC

Member Professor Dr. Mohammad
Anwar Hossen issued this directive
after paying a spot visit to the site of

permanent campus of Ishakha
International University Bangladesh,
located in Kishoreganj district on 14
December 2024.

During the visit, he said that private
universities, whose temporary
certificate’s tenure have expired but

have not yet moved to permanent
campuses are being strongly urged to
shift to their permanent campuses. He
also offered guidance to the university
authorities on various matters to
improve education, research, and the
mental and physical development of
the students.

Dr. Md. Sultan Mahmud Bhuiyan,
Director and BM Shohel Rana,
Assistant Director of Private University
Division, UGC were present. Besides,
Vice-Chancellor of the University
Professor Dr. Priyo Broto Pal,
Treasurer Professor Dr. Anil Kumar
Saha, the Registrar, and members of
the Board of Trustees were present. ¢
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Delegation of Retired Officers
Welfare Association meet UGC Chairman

delegation from the Retired

Officers' Welfare Association of
the University Grants Commission of
Bangladesh (UGC) paid a courtesy
visit to UGC Chairman Professor Dr.
SMA Faiz.

The meeting took place at the UGC
Chairman's office on 03 November
2024. The delegation included nine
members led by the President of the
Retired Officers' Welfare Association
and former Director of the Planning
and Development Division of the
Commission, Mohammad Mofakker.
UGC Secretary Dr. Md. Fakhrul Islam
was also present during the meeting.

During the meeting, the members of
the Welfare Association congratulated
the new UGC Chairman. They advised
him to undertake initiatives that would
ensure the efficient functioning of the
UGC and enhance its reputation as
the sole regulatory body for higher
education in the country. They also
pledged their support for any positive
initiatives undertaken by the UGC.

The association members requested
participation in the UGC’s national and
international events, distribution of
publications, inclusion of their opinions
in developmental activities, and the
allocation of an office room within the
UGC premises.

UGC Chairman Professor Dr. SMA
Faiz assured the Welfare Association
members  that their legitimate
demands would be addressed.

Also present at the meeting were
former Director of the Planning and
Development Division Shamsul Kabir
Khan, former Director (additional
charge) of the Finance and Accounts

former

Division Md. Shah Alam,
Director (additional charge) of the
IMCT Division Md. Abdul Wahab,

General Secretary of the Welfare
Association and former Assistant
Secretary Jiban Krishna Chakraborty,
former Assistant Secretary Abdul
Wares, former Assistant Director
Shafiqul Islam, former Assistant
Director Md. Enamul Haque, and
former Assistant Director Md. Zakir
Hossain Patwary. ¢

UGC delegation's surprise visit to NPIUB

delegation from the University

Grants Commission (UGC) of
Bangladesh paid a surprise visit to
North Pacific International University
of Bangladesh (NPIUB) Campus,
Manikganj on 23 October 2024 as part
of monitoring the activities in an effort
to improve the quality of higher
education. Dr. Mohammad Mahbub
Kaisar, Associate Professor of the
Department of Sociology, Dhaka
University led the delegation. Other
Members of the delegation included
Muhammad Nazmul Islam, Joint

Secretary (Additional Charge), UGC
and Nure Shahrin Islam, Senior
Assistant Director of the Private
University Division, UGC.

The delegation discussed various
issues related to academic,
administrative, and financial
disciplines of the university with the
university authorities. The committee
will prepare a report highlighting the
actual scenario of the university, which
later on, will be sent to the university
authorities for implementation of the
recommendations. &
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