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and teachers in online education
during the Covid-19 epidemic.

He said that teachers and
students are immensely

benefited through attractive data
packages of mobile operators.

No approval of Bangabandhu International University in Syedpur: UGC

The Bangabandhu International
University in Nilphamari,
Syedpur, had no government
approval. The University Grants
Commission (UGC) of
Bangladesh, on 23 December
2020 , issued a notice in this
regard, cautioning those seeking
jobs there.

Professor  Biswajit Chanda,
Member of UGC said that the
Commission was unaware of
any educational institution under
the name of Bangabandhu
International  University. No
project proposal had even been
sent to UGC to this end.

UGC has sought cooperation
from the Ministry of Education

and others concerned to bring a
halt to the unlawful activities of
this non-existent institution.

According to UGC, ABM
Sharifuzzaman Shah, claiming
to be the founder of the
university and its founder Vice
Chancellor (acting), recently
placed advertisement in national
dailies, stating that they would
be appointing a Pro-Vice
chancellor, teachers and other
staff. Rabeya Alim, a Member of
Parliament, was said to be the
founding chairman of the
university’s broad of trustees.

News of the university’s founding
stone being laid, the
advertisement for staff and other

matters drew the attention of

UGC. The Commission
cautioned students, teachers,
parents and job providers
against such universities.

Interested persons could visit the

UGC website for the list of
approved  universities  and
academic programmes.

Also, under the Private

University Act 2010, it is the
President who appoints the Vice
Chancellors, Pro-Vice
Chancellors and Treasurers of
private universities on four-year
terms. So if any university
authority appoints anyone to
these posts, this will be a
violation of the law.

UGC holds 159th Full Commission meeting

The University Grants
Commission (UGC) of
Bangladesh held its 159th Full
Commission meeting on 29
December 2020. UGC Chairman
Professor Dr. Kazi Shahidullah
presided over the virtual meeting,
moderated by Commission
Secretary (Additional Charge)
Dr. Ferdous Zaman.

UGC Members- Professor Dr.
Md. Sazzad Hossain, Professor
Dr. Muhammed Alamgir,
Professor Dr. Bishwajit Chanda,

Md. Abu Taher,
Islamic University
Vice-Chancellor Professor Dr.
Sheikh Abdus Salam, Chittagong
Veterinary and Animal Sciences
University Vice-Chancellor
Professor Dr. Goutam Buddha
Das, Bangabandhu  Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman Science and
Technology University
Vice-Chancellor Professor AQM
Mahbub, Khulna University Law
School Dean Professor Dr. M
Waliul Hasanat and other

Professor Dr.

members were present at the
meeting.

The meeting approved the
recommendations of Selection
Committee to recruit manpower
in different positions of UGC.
House loan policy for the UGC
employees, UGC Mujib Year
Publication Policy-2020, UGC
Book Publication Policy-2020
and UGC Bangabandhu
Fellowship Policy-2020 were
also approved in the meeting.
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UGC urges universities to admit students with disabilities

University Grants Commission
(UGC) of Bangladesh has
requested the country’s
universities to implement the
Rights and Protection of Persons
with Disabilities Act, 2013 in
admitting students with
disabilities and maintaining
guota at an equitable rate.
Letters signed by UGC’s
Joint-Secretary Zafor Ahommad
Jahanger to this end have been
sent to the Registrars of all
universities of the country on 03
November 2020.

It may be mentioned here that
the Gazette of the Rights and
Protection of Persons with

Disabilities Act, 2013 was
published in October 2013 to
establish and ensure the rights
of persons with disabilities. The
Act provides for the equitable
and effective preservation of

quotas for persons  with
disabilities in educational
institutions  for  merit-based

admissions and the formulation
of curricula based on their ability
considering the differences in
demand according to the type of
disability.

In addition, a letter written by the
Ministry of Social Welfare to the
UGC Chairman in January 2020
states that various ministries are

involved in achieving the
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) by educating people with
disabilities and integrating them
into the mainstream. Therefore,
the Ministry of Education has a
responsibility to enroll students
with disabilities in universities for
higher studies.

Afia Kabir Anila, a student with
disabilites at North South
University, applied to the RTI
designated officer in UGC on last
September to provide relevant
information under section-3 of
Right to Information (RTI) Act.

Gratitude expressed to UGC for its initiative to preserve the disability quota

Afia Kabir Anila, a student with
disabilities at North South
University expressed her
gratitude to University Grants
Commission (UGC) of
Bangladesh for taking initiative
to maintain an equitable quota
for admission of students with
disabilities in universities. She
expressed her feelings in a letter
written to UGC Chairman
Professor Dr. Kazi Shahidullah
saying, “Students with
disabilities  will have the
opportunity to pursue higher

education and will be able to
lead a dignified life by integrating
into the mainstream of society as
a result of this decision,."

She further said in the letter, " On
behalf of the students with
disabilities, | would like to
express my sincere gratitude to
all concerned with University
Grants Commission of
Bangladesh for taking
groundbreaking decisions in
implementing the long-standing
aspirations of students with

disabilities and to inform all
universities to create learning
opportunities subject to the
preservation of university
admission quotas for students
with disabilities and relaxation of
other regulations in line with the
Rights and Protection of Persons
with Disabilities Act, 2013."

Afia Kabir Anila, on 08 November
2020, paid a courtesy call on
UGC  Secretary (Additional
Charge) Dr. Ferdous Zaman. Her
father Ashfag Kabir and Md.
Imran Hossain, Assistant
Director, Public Relations and
Right to Information Division,
UGC were present during the
time. Dr. Ferdous Zaman wished
Anila every success in  her
higher education. He urged all
university authorities for making
efforts to protect students with
disabilities in accordance with
the law.

Anila is a 3rd semester student
in the Law Department at North
South University. She received
award from the Hon'ble Prime
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Minister Sheikh Hasina in 2019
as a successful disabled person
of the country.

It may be mentioned here that
UGC, on 03 November 2020,

requested the universities of the
country to maintain the quota for
the admission of disabled
students at an equitable rate as
per the law. Moreover, the

Ministry of Social Welfare in a
letter in January requested the
UGC Chairman to take steps for
educating people with disabilities
and bringing them into the
mainstream.

Bangladesh Inter-University Officers’ Federation submits
memorandum to UGC

A delegation from Bangladesh
Inter-University Officers’
Federation submitted a
memorandum containing eight
point demands to University
Grants Commission (UGC) of
Bangladesh. The delegation
presented the written
memorandum to UGC at a
programme on 05 November
2020. UGC Member Professor
Dr. Md. Abu Taher presided over
the ceremony while Dr. Ferdous
Zaman, Secretary (Additional
Charge), UGC moderated it.
Zafor Ahommad Jahanger,
Joint-Secretary. Md. Shah Alam,
Director (Additional Charge),
Finance and Accounts Division,
UGC and Amirul Islam Sheikh,
President, Bangladesh
Inter-University Officers’
Federation, among others, were
present on the occasion.
Secretary General of the

Federation Mir Md. Morshedur
Rahman presented a written
statement on the demands.

The demands of the Federation
included refixing the initial pay
scale of the officers, formulating
uniform guidelines for officials in
all public universities of the
country, making the appointment
of officers in non-teaching posts
including all section heads
compulsory, raising the
retirement age of officers to 65
years, ensuring participation of
the Presidents and General
Secretaries of the Officers'
Associations of all  the
universities in the meetings
related to the interest of officials,
ensuring representation of the
officials in the Syndicate,
Senate/Regent Board, providing
corporate loans at 4% simple
interest, making the foundation
training for the  officers

compulsory, and implementing
guidelines prepared for the
higher education of university
officers and implementing the
provision for counting the
continuation of past service
experience of officers.

Terming some demands put
forward by the Bangladesh
Inter-University Officers’
Federation as logical, UGC
Member Professor Md. Abu
Taher said UGC will take
necessary steps with regard to

demands placed by the
Federation as per the
government rules and

regulations. He said a request
has been made by the
Commission at a meeting of the
Vice-Chancellors of  public
universities to give charge to the
most qualified officers including
Registrars and other non
academic heads. He agreed to
give charge / appoint officers in
non-teaching posts. Regarding
the pay scale, he observed that
financial autonomy was not
provided anywhere in the Acts of
different public universites and
even, in the 1973 Ordinance. So,
no university can set its own pay
scale. He expressed his
optimism that if there is a uniform
guideline for teachers, an
initiative  will be taken to
formulate an uniform guideline
for officials as well.
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UGC calls for updating syllabus in private universities

University Grants Commission
(UGC) of Bangladesh urged the
private universities to take
proper initiatives to update the
syllabi of ongoing programs.

The call was made on 16
November 2020 in an order sent
to the Vice-Chancellors and
Registrars of Private

Universities. Instructions were
issued in 2019 to update the
approved syllabus every four
years from the date of program
approval.

Modern and updated curriculum,
diversification of subjects,
unveiling of horizon of new
knowledge in science and

technology are essential for
achieving the desired quality in
higher education. The
Commission considers quality
higher education as imperative
in global context. The UGC has
requested private universities to
take necessary steps to update
the approved ongoing programs.

UGC calls for participatory teaching online

UGC Chairman Professor Dr.

Kazi Shahidullah at a
programme in city called for
online teaching participatory,
attractive and effective in the
country's universities. He was
speaking as the Chief Guest at
an inaugural ceremony of a
workshop entitled 'Students’
Participation in Online Teaching'
organized by Strategic Planning
and Quality Assurance (SPQA)
Division, UGC on 23 November
2020.

The UGC Chairman, in his
speech, noted that participation
of the most students in
online-based learning activities
is not promising. To this end,
teachers need to be more aware.
“Online teaching should be
made more lively and
interesting”, he said adding that

teachers need to take classes
with sincerity and in a suitable
environment.

Effective students’ participation
in lessons needs to be ensured
so that the learners could benefit
from online lessons. He advised
teachers to use modern
technology to keep students'
attention in online lessons.

Professor Kazi Shahidullah
further said that the two main
problems (devices and internet)
in online education have already
been solved. He called upon the
Institutional Quality Assurance
Cell (IQAC) and the Center of
Excellence in Teaching and
Learning (CETL) to take
effective steps for smoothly
conducting online education
activities.

With UGC Member Professor Dr.
Biswajit Chanda in the chair, the
workshop was, among others,
attended by Professor Dr. Md.
Abu Taher, Member, UGC, Dr.
Sultan Mahmud Bhuiyan,
Director, SPQA Division, UGC
and Dr. Shamsul Arefin,
Director, Public Relations and
Right to Information Division,
UGC. The resource person at
the workshop was Professor Dr.
Yusuf Mahbubul Islam, Dean of
School of Engineering, IUB.

On the opening day, a total of 52
Directors and Additional
Directors of IQAC and CETL
from 23 public universities
participated in the workshop.

It is to be noted that the
educational institutions of the
country have been closed since
17 March 2020 due to the corona
virus infection. UGC
recommends continuing online
education in universities in the
first stage of corona infection.
Arrangements have been made
to provide soft loans to students
for purchasing affordable
internet data package and
smartphone.
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UGC forms human chain protesting vandalism of Bangabandhu's sculpture

University Grants Commission of
Bangladesh formed a human
chain protesting vandalism of an
under-construction sculpture of

Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Muijibur
Rahman in Kushtia.The protest
rally was held in front of the UGC
Bhaban on 09 December 2020.

UGC Members- Professor Dr.
Muhammed Alamgir, Professor
Dr. Md. Sazzad Hossain,
Professor Dr. Biswajit Chanda,
Professor Dr. Md. Abu Taher
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and UGC Secretary (Additional
Charge) Dr. Ferdous Zaman,
Director of Public Relations and
Right to Information Division Dr.
Shamsul Arefin, Director of
Public University Management
Division Md. Kamal Hossain,
Acting President and Joint
Secretary of UGC Officers’
Association Md. Omar Faruque

and Md. Golam Dostogir
addressed the rally.

At the rally, speakers
vehemently protested the

vandalism of sculpture of
Bangabandhu and said that
fundamentalist and communal
groups behaved arrogantly
through demolishing sculpture of
Father of the Nation. It poses a
serious threat to the country's art
and culture.

The speakers also said that
those who cannot tolerate
progress of the country are trying
to create a volatile situation by
breaking sculpture of Father of
the Nation.

Speakers also demanded an
investigation to figure out the
motive of the incident. They
urged government to find out the
people who are in favor of
breaking the sculpture.

Miscreants vandalized the face
and some portion of the right
hand of the sculpture of the
Bangabandhu set up at Panch
Rasta intersection in Kushtia at
night on December 4.

UGC seeks Doa for Education Minister for her recovery from Covid-19

University Grants Commission of

Bangladesh wished the Education

Minister Dr. Dipu Moni MP, quick

recovery from corona virus.

UGC Chairman Professor Dr. Kazi
Shahidullah, in a message,

sought Doa for Education Minister

to get relief from Covid-19

Education Minister Dr. Dipu Moni
has tested positive for Covid-19 at
first week of December.

UGC signs MoU to get house building loan

Grants
(UGC) of

The University
Commission

Bangladesh, on 15 December
2020, signed a Memorandum of

Understanding (MoU) with the
Finance Division, MoF and
Janata Bank Ltd to avail house
loans for UGC employees.

The MoU was inked at the
auditorium of the Finance
Division in line with the
government's house building
loan policy.

UGC  Secretary (Additional
Charge) Dr. Ferdous Zaman,
Additional Secretary of Finance
Division Md. Ekhlasur Rahman
and Managing Director of Janata

UGC Bulletin, Vol. 20 No. 4, October-December 2020

17




Bank Md. Abdus Salam Azad
signed the deed on behalf of
their respective sides.

Addressing the function, the
UGC Secretary said that the
UGC officials and employees will
be able to fulfill their dreams of
buying houses or flats availing
the soft loans. “Their
long-cherished dreams will be
materialized through this
agreement,” he said.

He extended thanks to the

Ministry of Finance and Janata
Bank Ltd for signing the
agreement and  expressed
gratitude to the Prime Minister
for providing loan with easy
terms to the public servants.

Under the agreement, an
employee of the UGC will get a
house building loan of Tk 20 lakh
to Tk 75 lakh at four percent
interest. The government will
pay the remaining five percent
interest for a period of 20 years.

Md. Ekhlasur Rahman also
spoke on the occasion. UGC
Joint Secretary Zafor Ahommad
Jahanger, its Additional Director
Mohammad Maksudur Rahman
Bhuiyan, Deputy Managing
Director of Janata Bank Md
Ismail Hossain, high officials
from the Finance Division under
the Ministry of Finance, Janata
Bank Litd, Sonali Bank Ltd and
Agrani Bank Ltd were present at
the function.

UGC places wreath at Martyred Intellectuals Memorial

University Grants Commission of
Bangladesh paid rich tribute to

the martyr Intellectuals by
placing a floral wreath at the
Martyred Intellectuals’ Memorial
at Mirpur on 14 December 2020.
One minute silence was

observed in memory of martyred
intellectuals.

Later, UGC paid homage to
Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Muijibur
Rahman by placing wreath at his
portrait at Dhanmondi 32 and

Bangabandhu's mural at UGC.

UGC Members-Professor Dr.
Md. Sazzad Hossain, Professor
Dr. Muhammed Alamgir, UGC
Secretary (Additional Charge)

Dr. Ferdous Zaman, SPQA
Division Director Dr. Sultan
Mahmud Bhuiyan, Public
Relations  and Right to
Information  Division Director
AKM Shamsul Arefin, Public

University Management Division
Director Md. Kamal Hossain,
Research Support and
Publication Division Director
(Current Charge) Md. Omar
Faruque and General Secretary
of UGC Officers’ Association Dr.
Md. Mohibul Ahsan, among
others, were present during the
time.

UGC pays tributes to martyrs on Victory Day

University Grants Commission
(UGC) of Bangladesh paid
tributes to the martyrs of the
Liberation War by placing
wreaths at the  National
Mausoleum in Savar marking the

50th Victory Day on 16
December 2020.

Later, UGC paid homage to
Father of the Nation

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur

Rahman by placing wreath at his
portrait at Dhanmondi 32 and
Bangabandhu's mural at UGC.

After placing wreath, UGC
Members expressed their hope
to ensure quality higher
education for building a
developed country as well as
knowledge-based society. They
called upon people from all
walks of life to get united to

materialize the dream of

Bangabandhu.

UGC Members Professor Dr. Md.
Sazzad Hossain, Professor Dr.
Muhammed Alamgir, Professor
Dr. Biswaijit Chanda, Professor Dr
Md. Abu Taher, UGC Secretary
(Additional Charge) Dr. Ferdous
Zaman, SPQA Division Director
Dr.Sultan Mahmud Bhuiyan,
Public Relations and Right to
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Information  Division  Director
Dr.AKM Shamsul Arefin, Private
University Division Director Dr.
Md. Fakhrul Islam, Research
Support and Publication Division
Director (Current Charge) Md.
Omar Farugque, Finance and
Accounts Division Director
(Additional Charge) Md. Shah
Alam, UGC Officers’ Association
and Karmachari Union
Presidents and General
Secretaries were also present at
that time.

Professor Haseena Khan selected as UGC Professor

University Grants Commission
(UGC) of Bangladesh has
selected country’s renowned
researcher Dr. Haseena Khan, a

retired Professor of the
Department of Biochemistry and
Molecular Biology, University of
Dhaka as UGC Professor. UGC
Professor Selection Committee
has selected her as UGC
Professor for the next two years.
Her term will be calculated from
the date of joining. The decision
was taken at a meeting chaired
by UGC Chairman Professor Dr.
Kazi  Shahidullah on 25
November, 2020.

According to UGC Professorship
Guideline, the retired renowned
researchers are given the UGC
professorship. The uGC
professors will receive a monthly

honorarium, which shall be
equivalent to the highest monthly
salary of a selection grade
professor. The UGC professor
will be attached to a university or
an approved research institution

of his/her choice. Professor
Haseena will conduct her
research activities in the

Department of Biochemistry and
Molecular Biology, University of
Dhaka.

Haseena Khan, the
Independence award winner and
also renowned scientist was
directly involved in the discovery
of the genome sequence of Hilsa
and jute.

UGC condoles death of its former Member Professor Atful Hye Shibly

University Grants Commission of
Bangladesh Chairman Professor
Dr. Kazi Shahidullah, on 29
December 2020, expressed
deep shock at the death of
prominent  educationist and
historian Professor Dr. Atful Hye
Shibly.

Professor Shibly, a former
member of the UGC and
Pro-Vice-Chancellor of Rajshahi
University, passed away at the
age of 77 in a city hospital.

In a condolence message, the
UGC Chairman said Professor
Shibly was a renowned
academician and a man of
human qualities. The death of
the former teacher of Rajshahi
University is an irreparable loss
for the country and the nation.

The UGC Chairman also
extended his deep sympathy to
the bereaved family members
and prayed for the eternal peace
of the departed soul.
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