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THE BUSINESS STANDARD

Ride-share
bikers allowed
5 litres daily

TBS REPORT

Ride-sharing motorbikes will be
allowed to purchase up to 5 limes
of fuel per day from petrol pumps
across the country, acconding Lo
ithe Bangladesh Petrodeum Corpo-
wation BPO).

The information was disclosed
yesterday in a notification, signed
Iy BPC Secretary Shahina Sultana.

Heawever, the comontion has set
three conditions for fuel supply: &
=uing a receipt stating the lud rype

ADB targets $1.11b disbursement

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

b weak govemnment coordination,
poor project management, and low
project readiness. The targel for
2026 is to reduce the risk level to 5%,

Procurement  performance will
also be closely monitorsd. End-to-end
procurement time, a key perfermance
indicator for project implementation,
Is targeted 1o be reduced by 3% in
2006 compared 10 the 2oes level.

The average procurement time for
high-vahee confracts awanded last
yearwas 485 days, highlighting oppos-
tusnitiess fo efficiency improvements,

Bector-wise dita show that theen-
ergy and transport sectors reconded
thee Jonges! procurement limes, tk.
ing as high as 7oq days m some cases,

For low-value contracts, aver-

quantity. and price
fing matorhile refuels: submitting the
ariginal copy of the previous Teceipt
with each purchase; and vesifying
thie motorycle's eglstration nunber
ad deiver details throagh ride-shar
ing apps before supplying fuel.
According 1o BPC, arrange-
merits hiave already been made
o ensure a normal supply of fuel
in the country throwgh scheduled
imports from abroad, and ship-
ments are amiving regularly.

age times dually declined from
218 days in 2020 to 172 days in 2025,
reflecting continued improvement
Ime overall procurement efficiency.
Long procurement tmelines in
Bangladesh’s ADB  portfolic awe
matnly caused by inad prc-

emgaging experienced consuliants,
and using advanced procurement.

Sectoral priorities

According to the ADB report, dis-
bursement projections for 2026 in-
dicate that the energy,

Fuel shortage threatens lighterage operations

CONTINUED FEOM PAGE 3
imported goods from the mother ves-
sals at the suter anchorage of Chat-
togram pard,

Any disruption in this system
could affect the flow of essential
r H pocentially causing

watee, and wrban sectors will drive
the majorty. Together, tansport,
energy, water, and urban develop-
ment account for about 71% of the
annual disbursement target

The transport sector profects in-
chale the SASEC Dhaka-Nomhwest
Corrirdor Rowed Project, the Flood Emer-
gency Project. and the DhakieSyfhet
Coridor Foad Investment Project.

Inn the energy sector, key projects
include the Rupsha BooMW Com-
bined Cycle Powar Plant Project,
the Bangladesh Power System En-
hancement and Efficiency Inprove-
ment Project, and the Dhaka Power
System Expansion and Strengthen-
Ing Project, which together account
for about 64% of the sectors pro-
jectad

ject preparation, weak project de-
sign, poor-guality bid documents,
and lengthy government approval
processes, the report reveals, sug-
gesling measures such as prepar
ina realistic procurement timelines,

In the water and urban sector,
mitjor projects include the Improy-
ing Urban Govermance and Infra-
structure Programme, the Khulna
sewerage project, and the Dhaka
watet supply project.

Power Division seeks Tk1,744cr to avoid

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Division official, speaking on con-
dition of anonymity, said the subsi-
dy funds had not yet been released
because the per-unit tarff for elec-
Aricity from the plant had net been
approved by the Cabinet Commit-
e on Government Purchase.

I whe powes company fails 0
arrange the instalment from its own
funds, the government will amange the
morwy from ofher smoes beyond (he
subsidy,” the official sakl. "Bangladesh
Ihas never filed to repay & loan so far,
and that record will be maintained."

The official added that the pro-
posal from the Power Division had
just been received and a decision
would be taken after reviewing the
matter through discussions,

The 1320-megawatt coal-fired
plant, located near Payra Port in
Patuakhali, was developed as a
joint venture between  Bangla-
desh's Rural Power Company Lim-
e (RPCL) and China's NORINCO
Intenational Cooperation Lid, 11 is
operated by RPCL-NORINCO Inter-
mational Power Limited (RNFL), in
which the two partners hold equal
5050 ownership.

According to the Power Division,
the project was implemented at &
cost of 32530 billion under a Fo:30
debt-to-equiry structure. RPCL and
NORINCDY jobntly provided 0% of
the project oSt as equity, while
the remaining 7o was financed
thriugh loans from a syndicate led
by the Export-lmport Bank of China.

The Inan was approved by the
governmant's Standing Committes
on Non-Concessional Loans, and
the Finance Division provided a
sovereign guarantee covering 5o%
of RPCL's share of the loan.

The plant’s two units together
supply 1,320MW of electricity to the
national grid. The first unit began
supplying electricity on 19 January
2025, whille the second started gen-
erating on 9 April the same year.
The plant's Inltial operation dane
has been set at 30 September 2025,

The Power Division said the Ban-
gladesh Power Development Board
(RPDE) signed o Power Purchase
Agreement (PPA) with the plant
on 20 February 2019, Although the
agreement does not specify a Aved
tarifl, electricity is to be purchased
under a cost-based tarff mecha-

nism with a defined tariff Formula.

Under the agreement, provision-
&l bills submitted by the company
can be pald until the commercial
operation date ks finalised. Once the
commercinl aperation date s deter-
mined, the tanfl will be calculated
according 10 the agreed formula
and approved by the Cabinet Com-
mittee on Government Purchase,

Sources said RMPL had submit-
ted bills worth Tkaoq7 crore 1o
BPDB as of January this year.

A Power Division official. who
wished not to be named, said funds
weere urgenthy required bith to service
theloan and to import coal needed for
continued operation.

“HPDE is mot releasing  pay-
ments, and the government sub
sidy is also yet to be disbursed. In
such @ situation, keeping the plant
operational has become a chal
Benge,” the official said.

However, an BNPL offidal said the
company currently his sufficient fumds
toxcover loan aned other ex-

shunagg in markets during the up-
coming Eid season and pushing up
prices.

Vessel operators struggling
Mohammad [ahangir Alam, owner
of AN] Trading, operates a fleet of &0
vessels, including both owned and
chartered ships. His operations re-
quire around 2,05,000 litres of diese]
earch manth, Under a distributer li
cence from Padma Qil Company, he
nomally lifis about 70,000 litres of
diesel weekly to supply his vessels.

However, he said the company
has not supplied any diesel since 3
March.

“For the past few days we have
been managing lacal trips by giv-
ing omly 400 to se0 litres of diesel to
each veasel,” Jahangir told TRS.

“Il we send a vessel on a long
routee, it needs amound 5,000 lires
atonce, Unlike road iransport, there
are mo refuelling stations along wa-
terways, That's why we are avoiding

long-distance trips. More than hall
of our vessels are sitting idle.”

‘Supply cul by 25%%"

Fadma 0il Company Managing [i-

rector Mofizur Rahman said distrib-

utors are still receiving diesel sup-

plies, thowgh at & reduced level
“According to government in-

e 1 the shortage, many vessels
loaded with cargo are now floating
in the Kamaphuli River, unable to
sail without adequate fuel,

“If the vessels cannot depart,
cargo cannot be wnioaded from the
mother vessels. This could distupt
the supply of food and other essen-
tial goods and create instability in

structlons, we are supplying 25%  the market." Parvez said.

lesg than wsual,” he teld TRS. He added that the coordination cell
He added that several fuel ship  bas written to the government request-

ments have recently arrived, I|1gun|menupmd Fued supply For light-
“Ove vessel arrived y v, ar- 5 in order e

other today, and another is expected muhry prices, Dlur«[mwll-puulmui

tomerrow, Fuel supply should retumn il

to mormal within a few days." hesaid,  economy functioning smoothly,

Port cargo handling at risk Call for urgent action

Parvez Ahmed, comvener of the Sarwar Alam Sagar, president of

Bangladesh Water Tr Coor-  the Ship Handling and

dination Cell, said around 73 mother
vessels camying various bulk com-
mesdities are currently waiting at the
outer anchonage of Chattogram porl.
The coordination cell allocates
about 100 lighterage vessels daily o
transport cargo from (hese ships 1o
destinations across the country.
“These lighterage vessels requine
arounid 4,006,000 10 5,00, nnn!lhe-t 01

Berth Operator Association, warned
that prolonged disruption in water-
way cargo transport could collapse
the country"s supply chaln,

“If cargo movement through water-
wiays 18 disrupted due 6o the fuel short-
age, the supply system could break
chown amd creade o humanitisan o
sis," he said.

“The gwmunem :shnmkl ensure

Tuel every day for their
he said,

AL Vs
sels to keep llwwrruhrrimmnmrunq.

PM launches Family Card for women-led households

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
reciplents  automatically recelved
muoney in thelr accounts,

The prime minlster, along with
his wife Zubaida Rahman, arrived
an the venue earlien at w:3zam and
spoke with several wemen whe had
come to get Family Cards.

Tarique in his speech assured
that his government will gradually
implement afl its election pledges
“al any cost™ (o change prople’s lor-
tunes and promote the development
of the country. At the same Hme, he
=aid. taking into account the realities
and the current global situation —
cluding circumstances in the Middle
East - it might take longer in some
cased to Implement certain pledges.

However, the PM said the govern-
ment would not deviate in the slight-
est from the promises it had made,

Tarigque expressed his fom bediel
that his government will gracually be
able to defiver the Family Card to wom-
et heads of all four crore: furilies in

penses, The Chinese partmer. he added,
i mainly pressing for the settlemend of
electriciny hills by BPDH and the release
of government subsidies,

within the next five years,
In itz pilot stage, the programme is
being rolled out in 15 warnds anoss i
ity corparations and unions spanning
3 districts across the country, according

to the sodal welfare ministry. Follow-
Ing vesification and asssssment, 37,567
women-headed households were ulti-
mately salectad 0 rereive asistance.
Unider the pllot programme, each
selecied  household  will  receive
a monthly allowance of Thaso0

Card funds will go directly to bank
accounts, leaving no scope for brreg-
ularities," he said at the event.
“There are plans to develop the
Family Card into a muld-purpose
digital platform. Through this single
card, virious government assistance

threugh the G Person
[GalP) kigital payment system dinectly
to maobile wallets or bank accounts.

Family Card source

of empowerment for

women: Falkhrul

Several miniseers yesterday disoribus-
e family cards in different districts.

At a distribution eveni In Thak-
urgacn, Local Government Minister
Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamghr seld the
family card is a source of strength
and empowerment for women in the
cemniry, reports BSS.

“With this cand you (women) will
bee aible o stand anywhere with con-
fidence, Through this card. a form
of empowerment will be created for
you, Men will start giving you impar-
tance." he said.

In Chattogram, Finance Minister
Amir Ehasru Mahmud Chowdbury
distributed family cards. “Family

Govt seeks seamless fuel import from China, ramps up diesel imports from India

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

i supposed 10 receive al least thres
eliesel cangoes with 30,000 lonmes each
Ietwien 13 and 20 March.

Following the restrictions, BPC sibd
there is uncertainty about those car-
goes, as well &= concemns mised by oth-
er suppiiers about the smooth supply
of fuel, citing the Maddle East war.

Energy ministry oﬁmﬁb sax! after

o journalians at the mins-
iy I-nrr. the Chinese ambeassador said
Heere ane proposals Irom bath sides o
e panid energy Cooperston.

W discussed betier ways forwarnd
and modalities on how to expand co-
operation in the power and energy sec-

tor," he said,

Wen added that China had raised
the issue of expanding inmvestment in

ed supply, Ihe na'nbasbnd.oradvmdme
minister to share the fuel impon plan
earlier determined between the BPC
and Chinese suppliers.

When asked about the meeting with
the Chinese envoy, ministry officials
ddeclined o comment on record,

Energy Division sources said the
ambassador assared that the [eel sup-
iy issue would be discussed with the
Chinese government once Bangladesh
submmits details on the fued supply win-
dow and quantity expected from Chi-
mese suppliers.

:pﬁwandmmlsec{m

growing concam in the fuel marker,
Bangladesh imported 5,000 tonmes of
dliesse] Trom Inelia yesterday, just a day
aftes BPC imported more than 7,000
fones of diesel,

BRC  Chwirman Muhammad
Rezanur Rahman confirmed the import
of diesal from India.

E.nﬂn Division officials said BAC
will receive another 5000 tonnes of
de.el from Im:ha mda'y ﬂlmuﬂl the

particularty in solas.

When asked whenhel Bangladesh
radzed the isue of the ongoing energy
crisls, the ambessador replied, “Yes.
We discussedd (s Bsue, hut |am notin
it prosition Lo comimend on it nov,”

Energy [ivision sources wold TES
that Minister lgtal Hasan Mahmuod
Tuku raised the e of supphy uncer-
Laimty from Chingse companies.

5,000 tonnes of diesel
from India
Meamwhile, amid panic buying and

tiend-
l1h|]:| Plpeime which mumns from the Sili-
guri Terminal in [ndia to the

Parhatipur depot in Dinajpur, enabling
direct diesel transpartation between
the Dwo corniries.

The diesel import |5 taking place
under an earlier agreement between
BPC and Numaligarh Refmery Limited,
an Indian state-owned refinery, for the
Ty June supply winclow this year,

Earfier, Banakaclesh requested India
o ramp up diesel exports under the ax-
Isting agreement.

GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH

Under the deal between BPC and
Numaligath Refinery Limited, the re-
linery is schecduled fo supply 1.8 lakh
tonnes of diesel anmually through the
eross-border pipeline.

OF this volume, around 12 lakh
tonnes have already been confirmed,
while Bangladesh tetains the option
o import an additional 60,000 tonnes
depending on demand,

The pipeline was inawgurated im
March 2023 during the tenure of the
Sheikh Hasina-led government  and
has the capacity to transpaort around 2
lakh tonnes of diese] annually.

“hecording to the agreement, ar
lriast geniaiex tormess of diesel shoukl
e imponed 1o Bangladesh from [nidia
wihyin six momithe.

“The consignment arriving today

Outstanding power bills
Mesarwhibe, beaders of the Bangladesh
Independent Power Procducers’ Asso-
claron (BIFPA) met State Miniser for
Power and Energy Aninda lslam Amir,
raising the issue of outstanding power
bills amounting to Thkis,ooo crore as
well as liquidated damages (LD) im-
posed by BPDE for Failing to provide
electricity as demanded.

During the mesting, & six-membar
BIPPA delegation, led by i President
David Hasanat, urged the govermment
to release funds to clear the cutstand-
Ing power bills so that Leters of Credit
(LCs) ean b opened o import fuel and
kewrp HFO- bivsed poweer plants nanning
during the upcoming summer.

Prowier [ivision sources saiel the state
minister acknowledged the seriosmes:

and social services will
be delivered,"” Khastu added.

Under the programme, Fami-
Iy Cards were initially distributed
among 5575 families listed in Ward
No 41 of the city. The area Falls within
the minister's constituency, Chatto-
gram-u parliamentary constituency.

I Khulna, Parliament  Whip
Rakibul Islam Bakul at a distributed
event said the government plans to
baing everyone under the family card
programme in its full torm after the
upcoming nationzl budget in June.

A total of 5,275 beneficiaries In
the ward will receive the cards in the
first phase. On the inauguration day,
4,158 people were handed the cards,
while the remaining beneficiaries
will receive theirs soon.

As part of a pilot programme,
family cards were initialty distribut-
ed o 86 female heads of househaolds
in Bancharampur municipality.

govemment’s pisition on & possible
Tl price hike amid rising ghobsal prices
and paric b

“There i3 no reason to increase the
prices of fuel ar clectricity,” he said.

Earier, on 5 March, all state-owned
oil marketing companies proposed
raising fuel prices to discourage panic
baying as Bangladesh faces growing
uncertainty over energy supplies amid
escalating tensions in the Middle East.

Managing directors of Padma Qif
Company Limited, Jamuna Ol Com-
pany Limited, and Meghna Petroleum
Limited jointly recommended a price
Bk, arguing theat higher pnreq ! r.uul:l
discoumge comsuwmens i
from stockysling fusl

The state minister also sid Rangla-
desh his the capacity to maintain nor-

(Tuestay} is 5.000 tonnes

that withiz the nest two months we will
bring in the total diesel amount fox the
entire six months,”
=aid.

The state minister also reiterated the

Govt forms high-level committee

ofclearing the bills and 1t the supphy until May,

rbter wonale be setiled seon, “The concems andarsiety people an:

Feelimy over fuel and electricity will face

the BPC chairman  No plan to hike fuel prices soon. At present, there & no shonage in

the country,” the state minister said.

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
PWD DIVISION, NOAKHALI CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 Inflation in Bangladesh rose to arcund  and  assess their potential impact on
Phone & Fax: 02334491026 expatriates’ welfare and overseas employ- 2% during that period and still remains  Bangladesh.
Email: ee_noakh@pwd gov.bd ment; and food abave 9%, It will alse formubate a crisks manage-

Bangladesh previously faced economic
pressure (rom the global impact of the Rus
sia-Ukraine war, which drove up the prices
of fuel and essential commodities workd.

Before the impact of that conflict had
fully eased, the United States and lsrael
launched attacks on Iran, triggering a new
phase of regional conllict

ment plan to help maintain economic
stability.

The committee may co-opt additional
members if necessany and will hold meet-
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Corrigendum Notice (Amendment)-1

Dated: 09/ 03/2076

It Is hoseby noofled 10 3 concem that the followng amendment Save Been nade b the Mefation of Work of Constructian of new : . 3 : P . feis
Bilsing érveiopment ard menawaiion of Hoaktai Datrct Sadar Haspital under the project “Inpiomeniaiion of essential unlisished wide. The country’s loreign exchansge According to the notification, the ings as required. The Finance Division
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