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3.1 Global Policy Perspectives
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perspectives (Campbell, 1996). Due to the difference in
interest and attitude, representatives of each pillar
make different rivalries in different paragraphs of the
triangle, which can be reduced through compromising.
On the one hand, social equity gets engaged in an
ownership-based rivalry with economic growth, on the
other hand, it involves in development related rivalry
with environmental protection. And between economic
growth and environmental protection, the rivalry on
resource consolidation takes place (Campbell, 1996).
Campbell advised to create equilibrium between the
three pillars through the planets' triangle for real
sustainable development, but social equity is lost due to
technology-based quantitative motivations and it
becomes more dependent on technology, very narrow-
minded and the result of the immaterial ideas about the
world {Canisaro, 2010). At the same time, the so-called
sustainable development; cannot give proper direction
to solve the problem-related to area-based variation.
Rather, it is negligent to understand area-based culture,
opportunity, and prosperity due to the narrow attitude.
For this reason, looking at the sustainable development
from regionalism perspective, it can be possible to
create an indigenous version of sustainable thinking
(Canisaro, 2010). Because regionalism suggests a
decent, more social and participatory strategy where a
country's socio-economic accuracy and local natural
characteristics and climate rationality are available. At
the same time, this approach brings proper develop-
ment into the local life system by giving importance to
the local techniques, technology, traditional livelihood
system and management system, which can |ast
through social acceptance.

Sustainable development goals are known as the goals
taken for worldwide poverty reduction and sustainable
development by 2030 and sustainable development
goals are based on discussion on sustainable develop-
ment issues followed by the Millennium Development
Goals (MDG), which was first discussed at the UN Confe-
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rence on Rio de Janeiro.

From the previous discussion it is seen that in order to
develop a human settlement, it is important to first
make the necessary arrangements, where by encourag-
ing human settlement networks the indigenous charac-
teristics of a settlement like local social, environmental
and economic management system, must be placed
seriously in planning. The above-mentioned ideas about
human settlement is found also in the worldwide
Sustainable Development Goals (5DG). 'Sustainable
Development Goals' advise to make human settlements
universal, safe, stable and sustainable {Goal 11). By
fulfilling this goal by 2030, it is said to support social,
economic and environmentally sustainable relations
between cities, villages and their growing areas by
enriching the national and regional development plan
(Aim 11 a). At the same time, it is recommended to
enrich participatory, overall and sustainable human
settlement plans and management in every country.
And in the settlement planning and regular manage-
ment, it is recommended to prepare the framework for
democratic societies (Aim 11.3). Also, for permanent,
inclusive and sustainable economic growth of a country
and a human settlement, it's been suggested to
strengthen the local economy through encouraging the
inherent livelihood system (Goal 8). At the same time, it
is advised to ensure ecosystem and co-operation of land
and inland pure water by preserving, retrieving, and
moderate use of forest and water bodies for the use of
natural resources of water and surface water for
sustainability, livelihood and economic growth. It is
advisable to share the importance of ecosystems and
biodiversity as a strategy for national and local planning,
development process and poverty mitigation (Goal 15).

With the purpose of ensuring habitat and sustainable
urban development the “New Urban Agenda” has been
approved in the 71st session of the 68th full meeting of
UM General Assembly for Housing and Sustainable
Urban Development, which revealed the joint vision for
the sustainable future of developed and developing
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countries following the 'Sustainable Development
Goals'. In this session the heads of state and govern-
ment, ministers and high level administrative represen-
tatives were united wherein the presence of different
stakeholders including universal and local government,
parliament member, civil society, indigenous and local
communities, private professionals, scientific, academic
community and the affiliated vignettes approved visions
were published as HABITAT |11,

In the 10th consideration of the "HABITAT III', the signifi-
cance of interconnection between village and city Is
identified and the main catalysts are identified for
achieving it. Ideally, some essential elements are
identified for analyzing the elements of interconnection
between village and city. As an example- the rural-urban
networking indicates the flow of human and natural
resources, capital, commodity, employment, ecosys-
tem, and information technology, both in complemen-
tary and comprehensive ways which exists in cities,
villages and their growing areas. Even the food system in
a city region depends on the functioning and processing
of the geographical region and the relationship between
food production, processing, marketing, and consump-
tion. Also, a regional landscape indicates the city center,
its haphazardly growing area, and rural backward areas,
which are activated by the flow of people, goods and
ecosystem facilities among each area and the "Urban-
rural partnership’ is identified as the process of co-
operating this inevitable flow. Presently the activity of
people of the rural and urban areas and their family are
identified as the main reason for migrations in urban
areas and behind those activities, there are few attrac-
tive and few repulsive components. The repulsive
components such as famine, war or unrest, poverty, and
climate hazards cause the residents to leave an area.
And people are forced to live in a new area for the needs
of attractive elements, for example, access to various
types of employment, access te advanced healthcare,
education and basic services. Therefore, in order to
properly address immigration problems, itis advisable
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to properly analyze the interconnection of rural and

urban.
50 the effect of the urbanization process is not limited to

the boundaries of the city itself rather it changes the
formation of urban and rural areas on the margins and
at the same time it affects the economy, accessibility
and sustainable development in both. positive and
negative ways. Therefore, to make the city and village
sustainable, the existing political, social and geographic
divisions must be transformed into a collaborative
development and work network. The mutual depend-
ency, interconnection, work network  between village
and city are indicated by the local and national eco-
nomic catalysts, socio-cultural relations and environ-
mental interaction which takes place throughout the
whole human settlement and it is an undeniable reality
for a specific region. When development ignores the
interconnection between village and city, then the
inequity appears in the regional development which
gradually influences national level. Therefore, the
unbroken, overall and consistent development of the
village and city should be considerad in such a way that
it should not send any area backward. Not being able to
compete with limited resources rather considering the
interaction of the area, it is more reasonable to achieve
joint goals through flexible, balanced investment and
trade management. By this, it is possible to reduce
development discrimination across a region. With the
growth of the city area, it uses to add the agricultural
land, waterways, fisheries and forest resources of the
marginalized areas to the city area. Therefore, it is
important to bring those areas carefully under the
planning process and give directions. For this reason, in
spite of letting the planning process limited to the city
boundaries anly the overall planning of city, village and
endangered area needs to be brought under a compre-
hensive plan where the area-based self-preservation
should get prominence. There is a possibility of sustain-
able human development in the interconnection of
rural and urban areas, which brings together all-round
welfare (Consideration letter 10).
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5o to identity the existing measurements which encour
age the division of rural and urban divisions or the
connection it is important to engage in social, ecological
and environmental knowledge with the planning
process, At the same time, to reduce the division of
village and city it is important to take the strategic steps
identified by integrated and complementary methods
and to convert the planning process from printed plan to
process-based sustainable human settlement develop-
ment plan by implementing the policy,.

In many settlements, the urban and rural characteristics
of human society are not only imited to the urban areas
or the rural areas but it inherently spreads from one
settlement to another; to explain this feature the idea of
“rural-urban continuum” has been invented. As a
reaction to the “rural-urban deviation” concept, the
idea of “rural-urban continuum”™ was introduced in 1947
in Robert Redfield's social science and settlement-
geagraphy religious studies. The idea of "rural-urban
deviation™ tries to say that there is certainly some
physical and social features in a settlement which is
totally rural and at the same time fully urban. But the
expansionist of the idea of “rural-urban continuum®
wants to say, there is no clear cut divider to understand
the dimensions of the differences in the characteristics
ofvillages and cities; rather there are similarities in their
lot of features (Redfield, Singer, 1954). These features of
human society, on one hand, have urban characteristics
for the relation and nearness of the city and they can not
deny their rural dependence related to their living
pattern which ultimately results in unplanned growth.
The living pattern in rural areas begins with the society
with synchronization, high-level interaction, and

solidarity; which is geographically isolated and small
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and uses to be converted at a slow pace (Redfield,
Singer, 1954). The urban society is completely opposite
to the rural society. Because, the distinctive cities are big
in size, more dense and diverse and the urban settle-
ments are temporary, messy, diverse and consist of
formal communal relations (Worth, 1938).

When the residents of the city and village use the
specific characteristics of the city and villages as the
alternative means of living standard, at that moment a
long-term and unplanned urbanization process contin-
wes in developing countries which at the same time
brings both opportunities and threats for the families
living in urbanm, rural or undevided areas. Due to migra-
tion, shift of population structure, rapid urban expan-
sion or physical expansion are generally considered as
the process of urbanization. But the urban influence in
rural areas is also considered as the urbanization (Lynch,
2004). From the second concept, it is understood that
urbanization not only transforms the rural areas into
urban with physical infrastructure, but alsa it forces the
rural areas to supply it's assets to meet the demands of
urban areas. The main result of urban impact on rural
areas is the changes in the interrelation between rural
and urban areas which has been evident in various
structural coordination and urban oriented policies
(Lynch, 2004).

Over time, different malds have been developed to
analyze ' rural-urban continuum'. In 1991, Mac Gi
introduced Desakota (Desa - rural, kota - urban), an
Asian continental version of this extended urban area,
This composite mold of city and village is basically an
urban mixed area that is densely populated and rural
backside affected by the city. There is an intimate
linkage of this backside area with the urban economy.
Through this mold, McGi has explained the process of
evolution of 'Desakota’. The main interesting element of
this theory is that the interconnections between two
urban and rural characteristics are much more impor-
tant than the difference between them [Lynch,2004).
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‘Desakota’ is a highly densely populated area that
frequently develops between two large cities, with the
intense mix of agricultural and non-agricultural activi-
ties. MacGee explains six important features of
Descocata in his mold; (1) large population dependent
on low farming; (2) increasing non-agricultural activi-
ties: (3) instability and high dynamism in population; (4)
mixed land use, agriculture, cottage industries, subur-
ban development; (5) increasing participation of
women as labar force and (6) 'gray area’, where illegal
activities are accumulated (Qadir, 1999). Thus, it
appears from the 'Desakota’ mold of the concept of
'rural-urban area that urbanization is an inevitable
event which can differ according to different speeds.

But it always makes a distinction between the city and
the village. After a long time, the level of evelution of the
rural and urban area may be the same, but due to the
variation of the process, each area loses its own individ-
uality. But such growth is seen to be named 'Exurbia’
[Exurb — External; Arbia — City with high population
density). Which refers to the small and mixed commu-
nity of the area in the outskirts of the city. In the descrip-
tion of "Exurbia’, there is a rural house, a place for
residential accommodation and industrial infrastruc-
ture, which is also spread in agricultural and forestry
areas (Qadir, 1999). It shows the results of the growth of
urban requirements. Also, the term 'Rurban’ is often
used to describe the rural part of an urban area. Glapin
used this name in 1922 for re-describing the combined
space of rural and urban area. But the Rurban doesn't
explain any particular settlement or area, rather it
describes a process. The 'Rurban’ ingredients are found
inthe city as well as in rural settlements. The activities of
farming and poultry farm in urban area and industry in
the village area are the example of Rurban. Again, the
term 'peri-urban’ is used to refer to the illegal and
unhealthy habitat of the marginal area of a city, which
reflects the activities of low-income cities. But gradually
the term 'Peri-Urban' has been used to identify the
city's population transfer zone (Qadir, 1999).
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Mow, if the idea of evolution is observed in rural areas,
like other countries in Asia, rural settlements in Bangla-
desh also have their own growth. & large number of
rural areas have spread over thousands of square
kilometers whose population density is comparable to
that of other western metropolitan cities (Qadir, 1999).
In these agro-based, poverty-stricken areas, population
density, on the one hand, is creating the need for joint
facilities and services, while on the other hand, it brings
pressure on land subsidies for the living. Due to this type
of settlement, these regions are no more capable of
adopting the terms 'rural’. These areas can neither be
called as ' villages', nor can be addressed as cities. In this
situation, the partially irregular areas are named as
‘Ruralopalis’ {Latin and English Rural - countryfied, Greek Polish-
city} [Qadir, 1999). “Ruralopolis’ explains the amalgamation of
metropolitan spaces formation with more importance in rural
economic and social systerns. Qadir has explained the five impor.
tant featwres of the regions in the form of 'Ruralopolis’; (1) high-
density populations; {2) a wide range of routes or settlerments; 3)
villages spread over agricultural land and forest, houses on small
lands, extra pressure on lands; 4} agro-based econory; 5) high
demand for social benafits and civil facilities [Qadir, 1999).
Ruralopolis reveals another feature that needs deep thinking. In
the narration of ‘Ruralopadis’, Qadir mentioned that if the financial
basis of the "Ruralopolis’ starts to be influenced by the economic
activity of the metropolis, it can gradually be transformed into
‘Desakota’. The evolutions that are underway due to the increase in
population in these regions, in the speed the demand of services
and facilities are appearing and that fast the inversion are taking
place into the rural environment, indicate the upcoming spatial and
infrastructural problems the cities are going to face,

In addition, the city-based terminology (Desakota, Exurbia, Rurban
& Peri-urban] of each of the above-mentioned studies actually
witniestas the inter-relation between village and city, Thare is no
soppe to lgnore the problems of the growing areas of the city where
urbanization of Bangladesh has bong been influenced by extarnal
politlcs and inherent and wraditional social system has long been
affected too. Because this evolution is constantly destroying some
indigenous characteristics and covering the basic social character-
kstics and relationships of the Bengall people with a new emvelop of
globalization, Apart from this, the way urbanization [staking place
into the village (Ruralopolis) according to their need, there is no
scope to ignore the rural areas in the development plan at the
national lewvel, 5o bringing the rural and urban areasin the
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same process with the importance of their inter-relationships, the
rural-urban continuum can be the reasonable timely solution for
the environmental, soclal and economic develspment of
Bangladesh,

3.3 Contextual Dynamics of Rural-Urban Continuum
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The economic growth in Bangladesh, globalization, and
city-based development of various times have led to the
continuous growth of cities. Presently 40 million people
live in cities and by 2021 one-third of the total popula-
tion will do so. The main reason for this huge population
of the city is migration. Which is the result of growing
need of rural and underprivileged city people for the
quality of living, citizen services and facilities. Due to
growing mean of public gathering, both of the number
of infrastructure and need of the citizens are rising at a
high rate. It ultimately increases the urban activities
which sometimes are not limited into the city area,
rather they extend into rural backyard. Also, city people
are dependent on the rural relationships and resources
they have left behind to find ways of livelihood in the
urban economic system, The conseguences of these
dependences and relationships do exist not only in the
city area but also are related to rural growth and are
complementary to each other. This consideration was
absent in the earlier city-oriented development ideas.
But the present government has initiated decentraliza-
tion process of development and citizen services
through the upazila planning, which aims to enrich the
interconnections of the rural and urban and to reduce
the migration problem. It is very important to realize the
interaction between rural and urban in order to sustain
this initiative.

Previous researches on the inter-refation between the
rural and the urban have discussed the interaction of
village and city in a broader context. They have also
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explained both of the reason and result of interaction
and their relevance with the development issue. At the
same time, they have questioned the decisions of
setting boundary of the city and the village and have
identified the problems caused by the division; which is
particularly important for countries with fast-growing
cities. The inter-relation between rural and urban area is
mainly concerned about the flow of people, the flow of
food, natural flow, the flow of money and the flow of
idea. Though in the image the flows have been shown
with a two-dimensional diagram each flow is part of a
complex process. Moreover, the presence of other
settlements situated in somewhere in between village
and city and their logical impact have been ignored in
the diagram. The flow of people, food, and nature are
visible. But the flow of economy and idea is compara-
tively less visible and dependent on the delivery services
related to them. Along with the national level, the
international interconnections and the tension among
the centralization and decentralization of globalization
have an impact on the inter-relation between village
and city (Lynch, 2004). First, when the disadvantages of
external world power make foreign investment impossi-
ble, then the investment in industrialization is visible as
the only possibility of capital accumulation.

Rural-Urban Interaction; Kenneth Lynch, 2004
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That industrialization extracts the surplus portion of
agricultural production of rural areas. The state medi-
ates between all the products and capital flows of both
rural and urban areas. But it devaluates the natural,
family and social existence and well-being, which
ultimately results in unequal development (Lynch,
2004). Though apparently, this unegual development
may appear as development, at the end of the day it
brings greater social and emotional and economic
disasters. No matter a person or a family live in rural or
urban area, the assets and prospects of livelihood are
embedded in their geographical origin.

So, relationships between people living in different
stages and positions and their interactions with nature
basically create the background of development. This
relationship correlates the individuals and communities
in different settlements with the development activities
through synthesis (Lynch, 2004). But this inter-relation is
constantly changing due to the influence of different
controllers of different time and place. 5o for the sake of
development without discrimination, it is necessary to
address the 'rural-urban continuum' sensibly. Eventu-
ally, in this way, it will be possible to ensure
sustainability in national development.
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For this research, the Iron bridge over Kumar Nod and its
adjacent area which spreads from Jora-Bridge | means
twin bridge in English) to Alipur Bridge along the Kumar
river, have been selected as the local case. Inits continu-
ation, the ancient floating market in Bang Phi Yai,
Samutprakan, Thailand along Samrong canal has been
selected as the international case which has several
similarities with the local case.

In order to conduct the research, the primarily collected
information is reviewed. The methods will be taken
depending on the sacio-economic, socio-cultural and
socio-environmental aspects of the sustainable devel-
opment, that plan have been deliberated with the
analysis of different internationally recognized theories
and data. Through an overall review of local
infrastructural and non-infrastructural development,
it's been explained how people use to lead their life
through the interaction with nature. For achieving the
philosophy at first described here the objectives of the
studio research and then comes the methodology steps
by steps.

Objectives-
1. To identify the socio-economic, socio-cultural, and

environmental issues of selected settlement along
Kumar Nod.

2. To explore the attributes of 'land-water-people’
interaction system (water network and its accessibility,
permeability, connectivity to surrounding communities)
along Kumnar Nod.
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ATHFR, 4R & oS feemrm g 4. To learn from a similar foreign case study — Bang Phil
A1 Yai, Bangkok, Thailand.

¢) THA A A AR It CmeE WA 5. To develop spatial-physical planning considerations

AT wEEEs frasr S ffed g 97 4= and conceptual master plan towards socially sustain-
- able development along Kumar Nod,

6. To determine strategic locations for physical design
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intervention and develop built environmental design
solutions for selected social spaces along Kumar Nod.

i s - - e Kol e
i w3 (pilot survey) FHE (settlement) AW A% (River bank of Padma )
BT od ) Objective 01
T TR Hiea A eeesToe s ArgfeF To identify the socio-economic, socio-cultural, and
a ﬂﬁtﬂﬁﬁ‘ﬂﬂ@ﬁ‘%ﬁﬂ environmental issues of the selected settlement along
Eumar Mod
R BRI WiEwe T 00 e Em * HReceiving ideas about the development plans of
Sy A Ty ST different Upazilas prepared by the Urban Develop-
- ARAECE Rl T oY AR ST ment Directory

TR A ST wiEe o oNTes e Study of different types of settlements in Bangladesh
EBAEEE ﬁﬁmﬁquﬁﬁmq, = Primary survey of Faridpur Sadar and meeting with
the municipality
= ldentification of place based considerations
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experts
- Decide working area (Alipur bridge to Jora

bridhe beside two side of Lohar bridge, along

Kumar Nod )
= Detailed survey on selected working area.
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4.3 Local case: Faridpur sadar upazilla, Faridpur, Bangladesh
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Faridpur Sadar Upazila is situated at the heart of
Faridpur district on the banks of the Padma. Faridpur
was named after the name of the famous Sufi saint
Hazrat Sheikh Shah Farid in the early 1300's. Faridpur
Sadar Thana was formed in 1896 and it was turned into
an upazila in 1983. Presently, Faridpur Sadar Upazila
consists of one municipality (9 wards), 11 union and 332
villages of total 407.02 sq km.

Bangladesh is the largest delta of the world. Faridpur
Sadar has almost every characteristics of those riverine
areas, this delta mainly contains of. The origin of various
natural resources and famous people has made this
area rich and traditional. The rural poet Jasimuddin and
Kumar river related with his memories are the main
inspiration of the locality of Faridpur. Another
significant aspect of this region is the best quality jute of
overall Bangladesh known as the 'Golden Fiber®, the
pride of Bangladesh. Locality have been developed
along the river, which have adopted agriculture as the
main driving force of livelihood and have been holding
thousands of years of tradition. The settlements of this
area have been brought up on the lap of nature bringing
the reflection of land-people- water interaction which is
an inherent characteristic of this climate. The climate,
the landscape, the natural resources, the environment,
the people and their philosophy of living, have been
given priority into the formation and daily life style of
this settlement.

Along with natural resources, this region is rich in
industries, literature, ancient monuments and
archeology which are containing and bringing the
tradition and culture of this region. Among the
important structure the home of rural-poet Jasimuddin,
Dargah of Sheikh Farid, Shiva Temple of Chalkbazar,
Chowdhuri House in Rathkhola, Jagabandhu monastery,
shrine of Bismillah Shah, court mosque, Faridpur
christian mission, Gaur chalﬂngina{cwmﬁrd}jharﬁ
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-Shaheb House in Goyalchamot, Mahimbabu
monastery, Moyez manjil (house) and graveyard, house
of Khan Bahadur Abdul Goni Mia, Faridpur town
theatre, home of Ambikacharan Mazumder, campus of
River Research Institute, Kanaipur Shikder House, Shah
Shah's house of Goalchamaot, switch gate etc. are more
significant.

On the banks of Kumar Nad, the first human settlement
and its adjoining infrastructure has developed in
Faridpur Sadar upatzila. By time, it grew and the ancient
parts became the center of the city. The main business
area and its adjacent area have expanded into Janata
Mor [node), new market, Haji Shariyatullah market,
Chalkbazar (market), moyra patti and baily bridge. The
city's shape is almost linear and parallel to the river as
the settlements have developed along the riverside and
this pattern has directly influenced the social, economic
and environmental structure of this region. Which is
observed into almost every infrastructural and non-
infrastructural interventions.

As this area is a agro-based area, the use of land and
resource is playing direct role into the development of
economic structure. It's continuation is clearly reflecting
into human life-style, socialism, family structure, spatial
formation, infrastructural construction, non-
infrastructural steps, various rituals and activities. Till
now, the use of agriculture raw materials, and its
reproduction are most likely to be seen into the financial
management of modern urban and suburb areas. The
framework of this economic settlement is being
managed and structured so far by social structure and
its distribution. Whose impression is obviously
contained into every place of settlement, its layout and
structure.
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4.3.1 Common factors of development
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The overall development of an area is equally
dependent on both its infrastructure and non-
infrastructural plan. With non-ifrastructural (policy)
development, if steps are taken accordingly, considering
the aspects of infrastructural development, then it will
be timely and the development phase will continue
spontaneously, In most cases, because there is no
coordination between policy-related and structural
issues, the steps taken by the individual alone create
many new problems along with development. Which
directly affects the steps to implement a future plan.
Although the scale of development in the whole world is
still only economics, but in the case of Bangladesh, the
social behavior, lifestyles, and the environment
indirectly affect the development of this economy
system. 5o, to think of the development of Faridpur
Sadar for Bangladesh, it's necessary first to consider the
social structure, the environment and the financial
system developed with the coordination of these two.
Therefore, for the real development, if it's possible to
initiate the idea of development, investigation of its
cause and arrangement of necessary steps through the
combination of these three fields seeing from social
perspective, that will be truly a successful regional
development.
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It is seen from the information and data obtained from
Faridpur Sadar Upazila, the establishment of the human
settlernent in this area began with reliance on the river
and the fertile land in its basin. That's why all the
sottlements and theirworkplaces were developed along
the riverside. Where settlement lifestyle and relevant
work-patterns expanded through connectivity between
rivers and natural resowrces. In this ongoing process,
along with the demand of the era, the continuity of
modernity has been perceived and with updating the
lifestyle various social rituals and tradition have been
extinct. In the case of Faridpur Sadar Upazila, due to the
absence of the relevance of contextual manners,
environment, economy, and socialism in the thought
process of adding technology and its excellence to the
development initiatives, it has brought various
problems along with benefits for this region. With more
detailed investigation it's been found that in the
planning of development activities, the Kumar river, and
its adjoining settlements are basically bringing the
overall characteristics of this region. Which has been
taking place from generation to generation through the
different types of socialism.

4.3.3 Settlement along Kumar Nod — development process
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The familiarity, tradition, rituals, spate pattern, lifestyles
and almost all activities of Faridpur Sadar are well-
connected to the Kumar Nad. The unique example of
human interaction with the river is, in fact, reflected as
anintegral part of the life of this settlement along Kumar
riverbank from primitive time. if we look for its source,
then we can see that because of the fertility of the lands
of Kumar river, the settlements were initially
established here. During this time, the main economic
instrument of this area was agriculture and agricultural
products. As the production method is dependent on
the river, the settlements were built in basins of the
river. Also the main source of water required for daily
household was mainly the river and natural reservoirs,
which played an important role in determining
settlement's position. In the case of food and nutrients,
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4.3.4 Problem identification from Faridpur Sadar Upazila
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the main supply of fish and aquatic plants was the river.
Also the most reliable means of transportation and
communication was river-centric.

For this reason, Kumar river is mainly nurturing and
carrying the characteristics of this region in Faridpur. In
the course of time, this Kumar River is now being
forgotten in terms of development. As the main
economic instrument is still agricultural, the river
dependency of agricultural work remains the same, but
the use of modern equipment has appeared. On the
other hand, due to man's busyness and modern
facilities, water management and its use are now being
arranged into the house. It has been possible to ensure
the best of time as well as to increase the work scope.
However, due to this, there has been a lot of change in
the social environment, which sometimes are beneficial
or sometimes are causing losses. The waterway that
once was the only way of business and communication
was replaced by land routes, modern vehicles, and
trading systems. As a result, because of ignoring the
indigenous strength, in spite of discovering new
possibilities, the overall development is not seeing the
light. What is happening, is kind of one-sided. So, the
overall development developing countries like
Bangladesh will be possible only if along with the
modern technological developments, the domestic
tradition will be nurtured in the same way.

Like all other places in Bangladesh of Bangladesh,
although Faridpur 5adar has many disscussible topics in
terms of development, it mainly consists of three major
fields. Such as the environment, the social, and the
aeconomic realm, Those topics are going to be discussed
one by one.

58



= I int e phvar )
E f o J g
a
[Garbaps dumping? o P

8 — S
Al mEann e st _
{ River-front ohstacie}
i o T,

A S T
| Aiver-fronk rhsals |

e

- L]

mwnnf' o
Eﬁ'!l'“'-;-:-\:-‘.h:.: v ;

{waaste disposall™ " 0a e L B

59



8,0.8. "HRTPT ST R e

I a
ifr_i---r

|_,, Ll ' 4.3.4.1 Environmental findings

o3 =AY i o comet fyvey warad TASETE G T TR T
B wamy AR s s um

oyl TAafry g wa o WA Sl AR s, O wite e
T o o FArefiee T 9% o sl 9w o A T
TR AT (O | T 3l A o v Al e o R qﬁw WHE

o0l FHTE 77 SAfes (e, THE) 79 e 0 Sl AT e AL
*Meea AT o oy B e siqone Ee «ifiRE oo s, o afee
C90A oY FETE s wy R i

o8| THE 7 B ST waen A oy B, e 5o i B
WIS 15 A g A it T o e e tof T, o e o
RIRCHTES oEE AT QAT S AT it wem bR v oies

ot | T4 7150 oS Wy i TR e 7 owy, A ires 8 o e
HTTa Y e AT e T T A o 75 et i wmn

ol AN B T w90 (ohw T Ao iR 1R IisE wm e TR
TR s et )

oq | M ¢ wfwFe Tl ofehw S e Ao B Fefte zowm
A a AR e TR s

1. Due to the drains of the settlements of the Alipura Bridge and the
Jora Bridge are being directly opened into the river, the environment is
being severely damaged.

2. In the selected area, everyone throws the dirt and waste directly
into the river. Moreover, where they use to take bath and to do other
daily work, use to throw the waste just beside the place by the side of
Ghatla. In this way, the environment of the river and its surroundings is
directly polluted.

3. Due to constructing infrastructure (market & settlement) by
grabbing the river area, the river, it's environment and the peaple
dependent on it have been changed a lot. Which in most of the cases s
creating problems.

4. The Lohar Bridge (iron bridge) is the most vibrant area over Kumar
river. As this place is covered with iron case, the visual connection with
it's surrounding from this bridge has become impossible. As a result
it's letting people doing several anti-ervironmental activities like
peeing into the river water spontaneoushy.

5. During the rainy season, the waste and dirt from river adjacent areas
use to be washed away by the rain water and fall into the river.

6. Due to the construction of buildings on the river, the normal speed
of the river is hampered and Kumar river is dying day by day.

7. As the toblets of market and informal sattlement are constructed
upon river, river and overall environment are being imbalanced.
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4.3.4.2 Cultural findings
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1. Till now “Ghatla” is the most lively traditional space on the bank of Kumar
river. Local people are using this place for different types of purposes. Just with
ensuring few basic facilities these places can act more actively into the overall
successful social space distribution.

2. In between Kumar river and settlements, there were pedestrian lanes at the
both side of river, evaluated with indigenous practice. With the enthronement
upon river this places are almost lost now days. As a result several problems
have been appeared into the daily life of people.

3. Astraditionally the settlements are river facing, all kind of social, cultural and
pecple gathering spaces were built by the side of river. But now a days, scenario
has been changed a lot. Infrastructures are being built keeping the river
backward. That's why social spaces along riverside are being destroyed.

4. Due to building some illegal infrastructures (adjacent settlement Ramkrishna
temple) and lacking of reconstruction and repair of some other infrastructures
the socio-cultural space around Ramkrishna Ghatla and temple, are not having
sufficient space. Moreover, in spite of being close to the river these spaces are
not visible enough.

5. As there is no dedicated slop with the Visharjan Ghatla {place for immersion),
it becomes so difficult to conduct the immersion activities.

6. In spite of having various social and cultural places in the Visharjan Ghatla
(one of the largest open space of the city), there are many problems due to lack
of necessary infrastructure for proper accessibility.

07. The social and cultural places that are still alive, because of not rethinking
then with the demand of time they are being lost gradually. 62
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4.3.4.3 Economical Findings
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1. Market place (Haji Shariatullah Bazar, Moyra Patti) the social
place was traditionally by the side of the Kumar river. And in the
interaction of the people with the river, the market order, and
cultural activity, there was an auto-equilibrium, But now, due to
the extinction of these social places along the river, the economic
system is being interrupted by the construction of illegal
structures by filling up the river.

2. In the center of the economy (markets, business centers,
small tea shops), in spite of having an alternative opportunity,
the land route is being used as the means of only
communication. That's why the proper use of assets cannot be
ensured.

3. Among many lost traditions, there are still some survived
economic places (As example, Ghatla) which are not used
properly. As a result people's dependency on river is being
reduced gradually which finally causing several social problems.

4, For the market activity, there is no other supporting
infrastructure (a sign carrying trees and various traditional
activities around them, connection to the Ghatla, connectivi
with the river, public toilets, various service delivery sirunureg
except the selling spaces. 5o the market place hasn't been
flourished as self-sufficient yet.
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International Case: Bang phli, Samutprakan, Thailand

"Bang Phli Ancient Market” some time ago known as "5
sophon Market” was set up in 1857 after the settlement
of the Chinese shippers in the territory. It is known as
one of the most vibrant markets and traveler ports
previously. Today its traditional atmosphere allures a
large number of visitors amid the ends of the week. This
market is in Bang PhliYai, one of the six tambon
(sub-district)’s under Bang Phli district. Bang PhliYai
contains 23 villages among total 83 villages of Bang Phli
district. Again, Bang Phli district is under Samutprakan
province in Thailand. Samutprakan is divided into six
districts named Mueang Samut Prakan, Bang Bo, Bang
Phli, PhraPradaeng, PhraSamutChedi, and Bang 5ac
Thong. Bang Phliis surrounded by six other neighboring
districts. To the north, there are Bang Na, Prawet, and
LatKrabang (all in Bangkok), Bang Sac Thong and Bang
Bo (both in Samut Prakan) to the east, and Mueang
Samut Prakan to the south and west. Bang Phli has great
histarical significance. There are different tales behind
the naming of Bang Phli. All are related to the strong
religious beliefs of the local people. Which caused the
establishment of a Buddhist sanctuary named “Wat
PlapPla Chai Chana Songkhram" or "Wat Bang Phli" by
the local people. Then, in short, the area was named as
Bang Phli. A while later, another sanctuary was built in
the surroundings, so the main sanctuary was named as
"\Wat Bang PhliYai Ni". The Bang Phii ancient market and
the development of it's surrounding have been evalved
around that sanctuary. Still, in recent days, the social,
economic, political aspects, in one word the existence of
the locality is being influenced by the Monastery in a
large way.
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There is a settlement along the Samurang Canal, has
been formed in tune with the lifestyle of the local
people. The locality has gradually developed around
160 years old market and adjacent Buddhist Monastery.
The S5amrong canal which is, directly and indirectly,
related to the life pattern of local people is also an
economic source for them. Through the practice of
many years, the opportunity of various economic
activities has been created along this natural reservoir.
Over time, some activities have evaolved into different
forms. Along with the changes in the needs of people,
the use of new technologies has uncovered new
possibilities for the livelihood of the people. But till now
many of them are carrying their ancestor’s livelihood
system. On the other hand, the social life of these local
peocple is also fully influenced by this canal. Their daily
activities from sunrise to deep night, interaction with
family and neighbors, even the annual festival are
largely dependent on this water body.Three topics
related to the issues derived from the Faridpur survey
have been highlighted here. In the light of these topics,
the information and data obtained from the theoretical
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and physical survey of Bang Fli's ancient market and
adjoining settlements have been reviewed hereThe
topics are,
1. River based planning and adjoining
infrastructure and space formation
2. Inherent livelihood arrangements through the
interaction between people and river
3. Social ties, developed in the river-based
everyday life.

2.8.3 Af feftre «fFwem a3 Ty S @ T4 A
4.4.2 River based planning and adjoining infrastructure and space formation
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Bang Fli Yal, Samut Prakan's local planning and
development authority have been able to realize the
purity and originality of the traditions held by the
people over the ages, which is reflected into the
development initiatives taken by them. Due to the
limited use of sophisticated technologies and the
importance of contextual thought, the way the planning
steps have been developed here, it is not only good for
the lifestyle of the local people but also relevant to the
timely need of development. Through the thoughtful
steps, the infrastructural development along the canal
has been kept as low as possible. Besides developing the
infrastructures being canal-oriented the proper use of
pedestrian trail have ensured the easy access of people
to the canal. In particular, the way shops have been
organized into the market area has developed various
pedestrian activities. Into the infrastructural design, the
wvehicular entrance has been prohibited into the bridge
over this canal. As a result, through the entire market
area as well as the settlement the free movements of
pedestrians of different ages haven't been obstructed.
Along with this, a large portion of market buyers-
vendors and local or external people continue to use the
canal as their main means of transportation.

Day-by-day canals, especially the market area, has
become a center for people gathering and an exclusive
platform for interaction of different types of people.
Basically the main users of this place are regular buyers
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and sellers in the market. They spend a very busy time in
business and selling activities all day long. Many sellers
reside permanently in their stores. Their daily family
activities have nicely matched with the market
environment and certainly depends largely on the
Samang Canal in various ways. Along with permanent
shoppers, many temporary vendors also gather in
different places of the market for their livelihood. Apart
from the regular buyer and shoppers’ number of
tourists use to visit this place in different times
throughout the years. They have been found to roam in
the surrounding places. Moreover, people come to the
monastery for their daily prayer. Even several canal
oriented religious rituals also play a vital role to activate
this zone. The tradition of many of these religious
ceremonies are related to the history and the current
trends of the Samarang canal.

The acceptability of this market is so obvious to the
remote customers likewise the local buyers. They collect
their necessary goods including cloths, accessories for
household, vegetables and all other foods from
permanent shops or temporary vendors. At the
weekend, the availability of different traditional goods is
a big attraction to the customers. Not only the daily or
weekly customers but also tourists become 50
fascinated with the color of this market.

GEFITEE AR (Buyers’ gathering)
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Except shopping and trading the permanent habitant of
the settlement, use the market place for their several
types of daily activities. People have found to feel such
free in this place that they don't bother about lack of
privacy or security even in front of completely unknown
tourists. They kind of own the settlement. It's a
symptom strong social surveillance and bonding. The
social security developed through mutual trust and
reliance has given them a unique dimension to this flaw.
Women and children of different ages are seen to be
comfortable enough to move and sit here and there. In
morning number of school kids use the market place as
the walking way to their school. They return towards

home by the same way after the break.

Due to the comfortable situation caused by
considerable prominence of natural resources in the
overall enwironment, permanent habitant or tourists all
prefer the spaces by the side of the canal for spending
their leisure time. Some use to gossip with friends and
neighbors while some have been seen to feed the fishes
and birds. In fact, the environment creates such an
ambience that various recreational activities like music
by random guys usually take place. Even the vendors,
especially food shoppers, use to be engaged into the
efforts to attract customers with music.
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At morning the Buddhist monks of local monastery use
to collect offerings from the habitant by moving through
the market area and adjoining settlement. People of all
ages and social status provide offering to the monks
with great devotion. Also, people offer food to the fishes
and birds as a part of daily religious rituals, They sick
blessing from almighty and wish best luck for
themselves and their beloved one against their
offerings.

As the market and the settlement have been installed by
the side of the canal and a large number of shops have
been placed upon the water, there was a big risk of
polluting the canal water with the shop's and
household's daily waste. Both the solid and liquid
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