B @ W CNFTer 93 FAT TANIT 93 5
YR 8 ARETE @RIFGIE JE ofbt AfREeTs 93
RILHEEAR Tl (e BTG ICIRUERSISEAR fallol RO SS LI E RUEN
30! Ot e fqer ST IIFISIE AT T 9479
S AL ATH A0 FEF @S FFAT 74T FF A

T ISR A AP 071 8 ¢ oI 67 fAHrIETs
o A7 S Fo Aol G 932 IBIE G1R
g @R AFTET AR 3@ 9k CliTet R 99
@9t ST T @FIF YR e ACH 99 RE
T QIR TG AT FRAT FE | FAY FHCFT 93 SoUie!
AT 2 GAICRA A R0l 6| Ot wietq e
G AT I IBRA 04 932 AEF T ST
Q% (FY TR I

wastes are threatening forthe ecology of the canal.

The people of this settlement are maintaining a
customized system (infrastructural and non-
infrastructural) for organizing their wastes.
Stakeholders and actors from different level including
municipality or local people all are playing their
respective role actively and responsibly. As a result,
there is no sample of the environmental degradation of
the Samarang Canal yet.

For sludge and all other liquid waste there are dedicated
sustainable metal and plastic pipes to transfer them to
respective plants. And a boat from municipality collect
trashes and garbage from each shops and houses of
canal side in every morning. People cooperate with
great enthusiasm to this initiative of local authority.
They keep the trashes of previous day packed with
plastic bag and supply them to this boat at the next

morning.

IET I (waste management)
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4.4.3 Map of river based planning and adjoining infrastructure and space formation
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SIS 9FE A_IET &
(vending dry foods)

The local people are engaged different type of canal-
oriented professions. Some work as the boatman and
transport people and goods to and from the market or
just to ferry passengers across the canal. Sometimes the
tourists are found to enjoy the essence of this canal-
based settlement through a ride by those boats. And
obviously the permanent and temporary shopkeepers
and vendors of this market also are quite dependent on
the canal directly and indirectly. They use the canal for
importing their goods. There are some restaurants and
kiosks who entertain their customer by arranging
seating by the side of the water and serving foods and
drinks to them.

IS AT oA
(kid's school going)

FmtereE JEe

bk ERR T
(snacks vending in
front of school)

azr?!carem

q:" W
-
£ '

oEd G
 (temporary restaurant)

(vending snacks)
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(floating.shops )
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4.4.4 Map of indigenous livelihood formation inherent into human-nature interaction

AR 9193 [Rfeq 3633 419-fofes orify sfite | 8 &8
AFIHEF AR o 3@ 9R (g oyt @ ITEF
T 8 FEARE [T TE G{E @I G@FIEIG
A AETH GG o TAHS ATt @3 FE 1 FITS
A8 I @ IA TAR FGEI -G
SRATRE Soitetst $I00 it I GRETR 92 ISET
FA17 8 IRF0 @ol-ReroiFt 4 armia-3ei s
oAy AT 79 @1 g g 3T ¢ o A™iE R
IR TS O I T $919 T e SAfag
A1t 919 9T FE R OIGE 4R 8 A TIFRIFE|

@ BTl
(boating)

{bringing passenger
by boat)

The local people are engaged different type of canal-
oriented professions. Some work as the boatman and
transport people and goods to and from the market or
justto ferry passengers across the canal. Sometimes the
tourists are found to enjoy the essence of this canal-
based settlement through a ride by those boats. And
obviously the permanent and temporary shopkeepers
and vendors of this market also are quite dependent on
the canal directly and indirectly. They use the canal for
importing their goods. There are some restaurants and
kiosks who entertain their customer by arranging
seating by the side of the water and serving foods and

drinks to them.

#¥a A AR
{cleaning the
temple premises)

71 A Rrsom a9 AR FE
{streets cleaning by local
Buddhist monks)

(selling fishes)
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[[eisure after school )
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(passing leisure 11
(cheering customers
with music )

cisure time during
break time of school )

(boat trip)

RIG E R (RS 150}

{interactions by
the side of canal)
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4.4.5 Mapping of social bonds developed into river-based daily living system
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The most important feature Bang Phli is peoples’ social
bonding, based on the Samrong canal. The way
infrastructural development has been taken place
ackhnowledging the prominence of the canal, the natural
ambience of this canal is accelarating the daily social
interaction of local people. The social areas used in
everyday life of the people have been formed on the banks
of the Samrong canal. They participate in social activities
with their families, relatives, neighborsand even outsiders.

Another important aspect of the people's life system of this
area is the mutual co-existence of different types of people.
The noticable deficiency of gender and economic
inequalities, social supervision, mutual dependence,
traditionally cultured customs and moslty the humility
derived form the religious devotion of the local people are
bringing people of different occupations and ages close to
each other. In this case, the infrastructural organization of

seenithis place has given this life system a unique dimension.

Wmm:. “
(gathering for worship)’

@ fogems fm gl .
(offerings to
Buddhist monks)
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4.5 Comparative discussions on Findings
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From the geographical perspective, Bang-Phli,
Samutprakan of Thailand and Faridpur Sadar of
Bangladesh are carrying the similar characteristics. This
has directly influenced its climate, the geology and the
vast majority of people living in these areas. Although
the characteristics of two places are closer but Thailand
already has moved forward in terms of economic
development. From the development perspective we
are currently in the third position among the fastest
developing countries of the third world.

Looking at the history of Thailand, it has been seen that
this region was never within the boundaries of any
outsider. So, when a plan is taken for development, it
can generally capture the elements of development.
From this perspective, they have given local tradition
and culture in all fields as the key ingredient for
developmental steps. As a result, it has traditionally
been able to take development steps by adopting
environment and social status simultaneously without
only considering the economy. As a result, their social
positions and practice have progressed forward in line
with the need of time.

Wherever Bangladesh is always become an area of
interest for the other countries for its natural resources
and heritage. As a result, many developed countries
have made their colonies in this country. The main
objective of the colonizer countries was to bring the
resources and economics to their country from this
region. If the environmental and social development
gone for focus then the economic exploitation could not
be possible. Now we only understand the development
in the name of economic growth which was practiced
from hundreds years of colonization and has not given
priority to indigenous knowledge of socialization and
practice. Because of the development steps have never

beenintegrated and sustainable. And here in Thailand is




IGFIE IRAH OIF A5 979 9F ARXFCT TAJIO  going ahead in development containing all of social,
AR, @YIE STOTFIET Wﬁw Bi949 Sd) 957 economic, and environmental growth.
1Y AR W0 Witz IR 9y AR Afv T @,

At present, Bangladesh has reached such a moment,
STY SAEE 4RAI [ e i@ e

where all types of equipments are ready for enhancing
the overall development. It is the time to know own
traditions, culture and social considerations for further
development which isthe demand of time.
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5.1 Envisioning Ru-Ban Settlements: A Contextual Model
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5.1.1 The Political Basis of Ru-Ban
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This section introduces the Ru-Ban (Rural-Urban) Model
for sustainable settlements and proposed physical
planning and design options towards re-vitalizing the
social spaces along Kumar Nod in Faridpur Sadar Upazila
in light of this model delineated in next section. Reflect-
ing on the theoretical and empirical knowledge (re-
ported in section 1 to section 4) gained to inform the
planning process of Faridur Sadar Upazila, the design
studio argues that, neither the western planning
approaches nor the conventional approaches in prac-
tice since last seven decades in Bangladesh are sensible
enough to ensure sustainability of human settlements.
This insight
conceived ideas regarding the notion of 'rural’, 'urban’,

necessitates to re-think the pre-
and urbanization of rural settlements. To this end, the
MScHS Design Studio 2018 has constructed the Ru-Ban
Model-a framework of philosophy, principles,
approach, and process towards sustainable 'revitaliza-
tion' of rural settlements.

In the policy context of Bangladesh, physical planning of
rural settlements has never been given due attention,
except the 1950 State Acquisition and Tenancy Act, and
recently the 2001 National Land Use Policy have feebly
touched upon the land reform strategies by acknowl-
edging the restriction of agricultural land against non-
farm purposes(Alam, Asad, and Kabir 2016). Soon after
independence, in 1975, Bangabondhu Sheikh Mujibor
Rahman declared a village-centric development strat-
egy that, for the first time, attempted to introduce an
'inclusive’, 'participatory' and 'bottom-up' institutional
structure atvillage level(Islam 2017). This strategy led to
a program called “cooperative village” (‘fmﬁTﬁ’I a¥), a

breakthrough in the way villages have been incorpo-
rated in the development process of this country. The
program came to its demise with the brutal assassina-
tion of Bangabondhuin the same year.



ERBRIERIGAIB RCIE R G ERINS 6 RUR DR bl |
i @1 HfEBIAT TSI 1S S (TR 059)!
gfovifas FoEE SeRfos I T oFoN
AT FYE Foed dfeR Qm Iefq (et
305bb)!

qR oE FeT fwae 3@ Al emor edRf T
N IERI T AT AR YA GR Ty
ST 9199 oI afefEo s@mT 9 Al e
YA qo17 SRS ARCHR!, FIPISI 932 et et
citz oA U@ 92 WA IBIEAT TXPE FEEA
(OrE-ReefBa 055b, T 05%)14f @ fTefite
@G ST HYAFAT WeRT Fifeo A& e ¢ FE
ol df 1R TR wrffae TeAgeA(tE

dHrY) |

YA IR AT TS, ARFOF, IFBMGF AR
AfFEeT ofS STt ARy SgRE oy i@
IEEA (A 059 , SOIF-FATE 00%a) | FITE
fFopiam 359 TEoiEs T g, [Rett g
ATy 2fOBIA R IMOAIR IBIRAR AT 0F IFER
(S51%- fRTstBE 2005b)!

"This has been the very first key point in the ruling political party Awami League's 21-
point pledge of the 2018 election manifesto titled “Bangladesh on March towards
Prosperity”.

Afterwards, several initiatives were taken to establish
village-centric institutional structure, for instance —
formulation of “Independent Village Government”
(77 417 TFF1F) in 1980; “Local Government Law”
(B STFJIF FI3F) in 1997; “Village Government Law”
(&9 STFFIF A2A9) in 2003 by the successive political
governments. But none of these initiatives could come
to reality due to changes in regime followed by political
rivalry. As a result, despite being a land of agrarian rural
settlements of more than eighty thousand villages, until
now, there exists no institutional structure at village
level (Islam 2017).
institutional structure, economic development-led

Notwithstanding the absence of

transformation of villages is the reality - a regressive
reality of converting 'rural’' qualities into mere 'urban’
commodities(GTeTH 05bb).

In order to control such unhealthy transformation and
ensure healthy development of rural areas, the present
government has declared its vision of rural develop-
ment in terms of “My Village-My Town” (SITS1d -
TQIFE ¥=F)". The Prime Minister has placed villages at
the heart of the notion of happy and prosperous way-of-
life, and has pledged to materialize this vision through
expansion of modern urban amenities and civic facilities
to rural areas (FoIF-RTAABF 55b, TF WHH). It is in
fact, a strategic expression of the Prime Minister's
passion and feeling about the unique seasonal beauty of
rural landscape, integrity of nature-human relationship,
and love and affection of rural way-of-life, that had
grown out of her childhood experience of living in a
typical village of Bangladesh (AT d5b-v).

The Prime Minister has always stressed on 'comprehen-
sive' and 'total' development of rural areas, without
disrupting the socio-cultural, psychological and environ-
mental qualities of rural life. Accordingly, since the new
government has been formed early this year, concerned
government bodies have already started the process of
planning and implementation of this vision integrating it
with the national development planning and budgetary

allocation (S51%- fTAHBIE 2055b). "
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5.1.2 The Philosophical Statement
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* The editor, Professor Afroza Parvin has been the Principal Investigator of the
undergrad and postgraduate studio design researches and supervisor of the
undergraduate and postgraduate design theses.

* Two undergraduate studio design researches; ten undergraduate design theses;
one postgraduate design research; and two postgraduate theses at ArchKU.
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The idea of Ru-Ban originates from the conceptual-
ization of human settlements out of series of academic
design research and thesis on design and planning of
rural settlements conducted by the editor of this book’
at ArchKU since 2009°. Conceptualization of the political
vision-statement “amar gram-amar shohor” from a
theoretical perspective, has been structured against the
insights developed out of three fundamental questions:
1) what is 'rural'? 2) what is 'urban'? and 3) how 'rural’
gets converted into 'urban'? Addressing these thought
questions has finally framed the philosophical stand-
point of Ru-Ban.

Whatis 'Rural'?

Bangladesh is a deltaic landscape of great diversity and
complexity in terms of noticeable differences in micro-
climate, relief, vegetation, cropping, soil condition, land
levels, and land-water chemistry, that occur within
distance of only one or two kilometres (Brammer
2012,Parvin and Mostafa 2010). For about two thou-
sand years, thousands of villages have been the contain-
ers of organic human habitation, shaped by these
versatile geomorphological settings (S1F 5550, A
30)), Parvin and Mostafa 2010). In the deltaic land-
scape of Bangladesh, villages are the unit of our beings,
living in harmony with the water-integrated fabric of the
'Ganges-Brahmaputra' delta, physical-spatial expres-
sion of the indigenous people's capability, culture and
way-of life (WHW/ 20d). History of villages is thus the
history of Bangladesh (T >%%0,AIYSM 05¢).
Physical, emotional, and psychological wellbeing of the
villagers are shaped by the purity of nature, simplicity of
human habitation, and dignity of community cohesion.
At Gram-Bangla's deepest core lies a human-land-water
relationship that grew out of its dynamic physiognomy
accrued over thousands of years. Out of this relation-
ship people grew a sense of rootedness in place unique
to Bengal delta as muchas
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* Polli Kobi Jasim Uddin grew up in Gabindapur village, situated on the bank of
Kumar Nod, Faridpur, adjacent to the studyarea.

connectivity in space farfetched beyond the delta
(Ghafuretal. 2015). The villages together constitute the
societal landscape with land use that isin harmony with
nature, organic, vibrant, and serene (Brammer 2002)
and expressive of their capability and wisdom to
address the needs of life and livelihood (BT 205Y).

In line with this general understanding, the studio
explored the notion of 'rural' through the eyes of four
philosophers: a poet, a stranger (a foreign priest), an
architect, and a politician towards shaping the Ru-Ban
philosophy.

The poet: Polli Kobi Jasim Uddin depicted the essence of
rural landscape in his epic poems like 'Nokshi Kathar
Math' and '‘Nimontron'. He attempted to draw brilliant
details of the cultural landscape - rural festivals, folklore,
and extent of beauty-love-affection of rural people
(BWAIT S5, FIFA 2058). In his words (T 058):

YA IR OR, IR @R AR - A7 W Ao,
PXEEIRARER Dle GGl cIRREI Il

Since ages, Jasim Uddin's “A39 9I78 719", i.e. the
green landscape of the villages are furnished with
vernacular settlements and architecture, planned and
designed through agglomeration of natural environ-
mental attributes and contributions from thousands of
local 'habitat experts': architects, planners, geogra-
phers, civil engineers, builders, contractors, sociolo-
gists, anthropologist, design ethnographers, archaeolo-
gists, historians, environmental psychologists,
sustainability experts, ecologists, bouls, fakirs, resil-
ience experts, adaptation experts, and millions of
inhabitants. The only difference between these local
'habitat experts' and graduate built environment
professionals is that, the first ones do not have degree
certificate unlike the latter ones, but have thousand
years of real-life experience in planning and designing
sustainable settlements that the latter ones do not

have.

S0
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environmental psychologists, sustainability experts,
ecologists, bouls, fakirs, resilience experts, adaptation
experts, and millions of inhabitants. The only difference
between these local 'habitat experts’ and graduate built
environment professionals is that, the first ones do not
have degree certificate unlike the latter ones, but have
thousand years of real-life experience in planning and
designing sustainable settlements that the latter ones
do not have.

The stranger, Father Marino Rigon, an Italian priest, had
been emotionally attached to this architectural legacy
throughout decades of his lived experiences in a village
of Bangladesh. As he reflected on his feeling about the
universality of Bengali vernacular architecture as

follows (Rigon 2010):
“SFE ST ZrooT FAS @ @ @
IR O IRAWCNE 7 e JET PO

The Architect: Muzharul Islam interpreted rural way-of-
life as an environmental expression of nine value-driven
qualities: secularism, rootedness in the local context,
collective cultural identity, climatic comfort, in harmony
with nature, local architectural expression, minimalism,
materialism, and affordability. In his words (Ashraf and
Hug2014):

“SffH O GO A0 I
Bangabondhu Sheikh Mujibor Rahman appreciated the
way Muzharul Islam conceptualized the nobility of rural
landscape. The 'rural mind' of Bangabondhu had the
vision of village-centric physical-spatial planning with
people-centric, contextual approach and architect
Muzharul Islam could fully appreciate that. In line with
his 'cooperative village' development strategy, in 1975,
Bangabondhu expressed his vision regarding physical-
spatial planning of villages to Architect Muzharul Islam,
and sought for his contribution to revitalize the rural
lives and landscape in a planned manner. Both believed
in - being 'rural' is being 'Bangali'. Bangabondhu's vision
of village-centric physical planning could never saw light
due to his brutal assassinationin 1975.
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The politician: Sheikh Hasina possesses a deep
belongingness to the love and affection of rural life, and
tranquillity of rural landscape. She owes her 'rural'
childhood for shaping all the human qualities and values
she possesses. As expressed in her words:

"(ATR) 9F BT T @IF AP, @R, oY W @i
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Recently she has explicitly expressed her willingness to
spend her retired life in Tungipara - her very own village
(Gifery 0d5a), as she believes, 'rural are us', and 'the
villages are our life' (RFBTAT d5b-b, 3059 ).

Whatis'urban'?

From a human perspective, the notion of urban is
hypothesized from the standpoint of an absence.
Absence of rural-ness constitute urbanization of
everything (Roy 2015). This is evident in the cities of
Bangladesh which are devoid of what constitute rural. In
‘rural' habitat, physical, emotional, and psychological
wellbeing of inhabitants is shaped by the purity of
nature, simplicity of human habitation, and dignity of
community cohesion. While existence of urban is
characterized by the presence of economic opportuni-
ties, human built physical infrastructure, services,
facilities, and amenities for so called 'civic' life. In today's
capitalist world, 'urban' is the largest market place,
where 'urbanity' represents the biggest commodity,
where cities are the 'shops', and citizens are the 'con-
(Heynen 2000, Castells 2011). In a market
place, commodification of things followed by profit

sumers'

making is the core phenomenon. Intoday's urban world,
individuality matters as human qualities like feeling,
emotions, values, principles, morals, are the most
lucrative commodities. The worse the qualities, the
easier to commodify those . As a result, no matter
someone wants it or not, urban dwellers are gradually
becoming accustomed to an unhealthy lifestyle. Where
consumer culture reigns, quality human becomes

intruder inurban life. Theimpact of consumer culture
92
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on the lived urban experience and spatial dynamics of
the city, in turn, can explain urban transgression and
criminality . Everyday crime reports on (child) rape,
killing of loved ones, open-air brutal killing of innocent
person, corruption, sexual harassment, crime of youth
gangster etc. in Dhaka city alone are symptomatic of this
claim.

How 'rural’ gets converted into 'urban'?

Land conversion, resource accumulation, trading,
commodification, migration, displacement are some
phenomena, not-characteristic to 'rural’, but are hap-
pening in rural settlements. With the advent of neo-
liberalism in Bangladesh since the early 1990s, the rural
landscape has been increasingly turning into economic
space, changing people's way-of-living, livelihood,
spatial practices, and their relationship to nature .

Since last decade, rapid transformation in the rural life
and livelihoods has been taking place due to govern-
ment's positive policies, productive programs, and
effective projects that have led to increased access to
infrastructures and services such as roads, electricity,
community clinics, information technology, internet,
satellite TV channels, and mobile phones at village level.
As a result, agricultural modernization, export-oriented
industries, and remittance inflow have been redefining
the age-old rural-urban relationship by bringing rural
areas under an increasing urban influence ". Villages of
Bangladesh are now at a crossroad, between agrarian
tradition and so called 'modernity' . On one hand, this
transformation is reducing poverty, bringing economic
prosperity, diversifying livelihood options, and gradually
transforming the villages into profitable market places.
While, on the other hand, such economic development-
led transformation, that has little or no consideration of
its impact on the socio-cultural construct of rural life, is
threatening the human, cultural, social, and environ-
mental qualities inherent in rural way-of-life.

Historically, rural settlements of Bangladesh did neither
undergo any radical and formal planning intervention,
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Philosophical Standpoint of Ru-Ban

* Desakota: Asian continental version of extended urban area. A composite mould of
urban fringe and rural backside in between two large cities with very high density
population and intermix of agricultural and non-agricultural activities.

" Exurbig: Small and mixed community in the outskirt of the city with very high
density of people. There is rural house, industrial infrastructure spread in

agricultural and forestry areas.
" Rurban: Urban growth driven transformed landscape of city surroundings that

includes both functional changes (e.g. increasing demands for residential and
recreational uses) and structural changes (e.g. new land uses, constructions and
infrastructures in the rural areas) — built up areas being the most radical. The rurban
ingredients are found in the city as well as in rural settlements. The activities of
farming and poultry farm in urban area and industry in the village area are the
examples of rurban.

* Ruralopolis: Rural-based terminology, unlike the above city-based terminologies.

Partially irregular areas, neither village, nor city with high density population in
settlements spread in agricultural land and forest. Amalgamation of metropolitan
space formation with more importance in rural economic and social systems. If the
financial basis of the Ruralopolis starts to be influenced by the economic activity of
the metropolis, it can gradually be transformed into 'Desakota’.

nor there has been adequate institutional structure
(Alam, Asad, and Kabir 2016). Given this uncertainty of
policy context, mere economic development-led
transformation of rural areas is vulnerable to the risks of
losing its inherent qualities of life, livelihood, and
environment. Negative impacts of such development
are already visible in ‘converted' rural areas, such as: 1)
deformation of water-integrated organic vernacular
settlements; 2) destruction of the harmonious relation-
ship between human and natural environment; 3)
perversion of social norms and values; 4) de-
culturization of social spaces and social cohesion; and 5)
extinction of folk arts and culture.

Conversion of 'rural' to 'urban' is a universal phenome-
non. Western scholars have developed several theoreti-
cal models and approaches that have been applied to
address issues surrounding rural-urban continuum in
the western and Asian context since last two decades.
Desakota, Exurbia, Rurban,and bRuralopolis are some
popular models among these (Xie, Batty, and Zhao
2007, McGee 1991, Hiner 2016, Kingsley 1966, Qadeer
2000). Basic conceptual frameworks of these models
sustain the differences between rural and urban, and
the division continues to be compelling from environ-
mental and socio-political standpoints. In general,
notion of 'rural' is not well-defined in these models.
From a city-based perspective, 'rural’ is defined with
regard to spatial relation to the 'urban’ areas (e.g. urban
fringe, sub-rub, city outskirt, city surrounding, country-
side, rural-backside in between cities etc.) with absence
of industries, farms, and financial services. Therefore, in
the name of development, adoption of such planning
models in the culturally-sensitive rural context of
Bangladesh comes with serious risks of losing all the
good qualities of 'rural' settlements.

Insights gained from the above thoughts and ideas
regarding the questions of 'rural’, 'urban’, and rural to
urban conversion; coupled with the conceptualization
out of one decade of academic research, have been the
shapers of Ru-Ban (Rural-Urban) philosophy. Ru-Ban
model refuses to recognize the rural-urban divide.
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The notion of Ru-Ban stands for ruralisation, instead of
urbanization, through expansion of optimum services
and facilities characteristic to quality of life and liveli-
hoods. Basis of this ruralisation is in the belief that — if
‘'urban’ is tantamount to human habitat with 'quality of
life', then being 'urban’' (i.e. civic) is rooted in being
‘rural’ (i.e. sensible). From this 'quality of life' perspec-
tive, the Ru-Ban model suggests: anything so called
'urban' has to be 'rural' to become the setting of digni-
fied human habitat. Thus, philosophically Ru-Ban
envisions the politics of “amar gram-amar shohor” as
“believing in the way rural is”.

The Ru-Ban philosophy “believing in the way rural is”,
implies five core principles:

Principle 1: Value nature-integrated built environ-

mental qualities that shape human dignity and

capability

Principle 2: Uphold socio-spatial dimensions of

collective culturalidentity

Principle 3: Strengthen social space system to

nurture community cohesion

Principle 4: Promote environmental stewardship

in nature-integrated habitat, and

Principle 5: Ensure inclusive, equitable, and

quality living environment for all
Ru-Ban emphasises on retaining the spatial dimensions
of the main themes of these principles, while approach-
ing rural settlement planning. Spatial dimensions of
human dignity and capability include nature-integrated
familial living environment at house, homestead,
neighbour, and village levels. Together, these dimen-
sions ensure physical, emotional, and psychological
wellbeing of the inhabitants and nurture their self-
esteem and capability to contribute to the society,
irrespective of their gender, ethnicity, age, religion, and
socio-economic status. Spatial dimensions
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Ru-Ban Principles
- Value nature-integrated built
environmental qualities that
shiape human dignity and
capability
- Uphold sotio-spatial
dimensions of collective cultural
identity
- Strengthen social space system
to nurture community cohesion
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Conceptual Framework of Ru-Ban Model
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" For details, Panelli, R. (2003). More-than-human social geographies: posthuman
and other possibilities. Progress in Human Geography, 1-9.

functional, identifiable, un-identifiable, symbolic,
imaginary, mental, real, social or commercial spaces
that contain tangible and intangible elements, activities,
and performances of rural way-of-life. Spatial dimen-
sions of community cohesion include human interper-
sonal, and communal interaction spaces; and more-
than-human interaction points, lines, and containers at
indoor, semi-outdoor, and outdoor levels(Panelli 2009).
Spatial dimensions of environmental stewardship
include all the intersection points where interactions
between human & environment, and built & natural
elements take place. Finally, spatial dimensions of
inclusive, equitable, and quality living environment
include natural and built environment that are accessi-
ble, welcoming, permeable, free from discrimination,
and healthy.
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5.1.5 Ru-Ban Planning Process
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Ru-Ban is a two-fold planning approach. It is a process of
'people-centric participatory planning by learning from
local knowledge'. The first fold 'learning from local
knowledge' is pre-planning activity, while the second
fold 'people-centric participatory planning' is develop-
ment planning activity. This approach focuses on pre-
planning activity, i.e. learning from local knowledge. It
necessitates developing research-driven contextual
knowledge-base on the inherent planning and design
solutions that had been derived by the local people since
ages, as the precondition of any planning intervention.
Since, in the 'rural' areas, there are settlements exist
everywhere, in question of physical-spatial planning
intervention in rural settlements, Ru-Ban suggests to
promote the terminologies such as 'revitalization’,
'redevelopment’, 'resettlements', 'rehabilitation’,
‘renewal’, 'upgrading' and so on. It refers to the notion of
'further improvement planning', instead of fresh 'plan-
ning' or 'design’ acts, as, traditionally, these terminolo-
gies are more attached to expert-driven top-down
process.

As discussed earlier in details in section 2.3, UDD
practices the five-tiered planning process, that includes:
1) Sub-Regional Planning; 2) Structure Planning; 3)
Urban Area Planning; 4) Rural Area Planning; and 5)
Action Area Planning. Based on the framework

discussed above, theoretical-philosophical Ru-Ban
approach suggests some articulations to this five-tiered
planning process towards making it more contextual,

and rural-sensitive.
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Ru-Ban planning process includes Four-Tiered Frame-
work for comprehensive planning with three phases
underboth Tier lll and Tier IV:

Tier I: Sub-Regional Planning

Tier Il: Structure Planning

Tier Ill: Ru-Ban Area Planning

Phase |: Pre-Planning Research & Knowledge
Development

Phase II: Cultural Landscape Planning

Phase lll: Post-Planning Upazila-Based Manage-
ment

Tier IV: Ru-Ban Settlements Planning
Phase I: Pre-Planning Research & Knowledge
Development

« Knowledge and Information for Human Infra-
structure Re-Vitalisation Planning (example of
maps and socio-spatial data: social space map-
ping, moment-encounter mapping, cultural
activities mapping, more-than-human objects
mapping, etc.)

+ Knowledge and Information for Human Resource
Development Planning (example of maps and
socio-spatial data: capability mapping, human
resource, etc.)

- Knowledge and Information for Ecological
Resources Conservation Planning (example of
maps and socio-spatial data: natural features
mapping, green space mapping, water reservoir
mapping, tree-foliage mapping, eco-system
services mapping, human-nature interface
mapping, disasterimpacts mapping, etc.)

« Knowledge and Information for Physical Infra-
structure Re-Vitalization Planning (example of
maps and socio-spatial data: land use mapping,
water-based communication mapping, road
communication, street-path mapping, open-
space mapping, etc.)

Phase |I: People-Centric Participatory Planning

Phase |ll: Post-Planning Village Cooperative-Based
Management
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Comparative Diagram of Traditional and Ru-Ban Planning Process
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5.1.6 Overview of Changes to Traditional Planning Process
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With regard to the traditional five-tiered planning
process, Ru-Ban planning process incorporates follow-
ing five apprises:

1) For each tier, main planning goal emphasises
human values-driven inclusive, equitable, and sustain-
able development over physical infrastructure-driven
economic development.

2) Elimination of rural-urban divide through
replacing two separate tiers for rural and urban planning
by a single planning tier for a single planning area, i.e
‘Ru-Ban'. Thereby, it merges Tier lli: Rural Area Planning,
and Tier IV: Urban Area Planning into one tier — Tier lll:
Ru-Ban Area Planning.

3) It replaces the terminology used in fifth tier, i.e.
'Action Area' by 'Ru-Ban Settlements', that forms the
fourth tier of Ru-Ban Model as Ru-Ban Settlements
Planning.

4) It introduces Three-Phased planning process for
Ru-Ban Tier/lland Tier IV.

5) Itincludes examples of detailed activities for the
pre-planning research & knowledge development
phase.
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In view of upholding these core principles, Ru-Ban
suggests following ten policy guidelines:

Guideline 1: Village has to be the main 'social-cultural-
environmental' unit of human-environment co-
habitation. Every day family life, social life, and liveli-
hood activities are to be mingled in harmony with the
natural environment atvillage level.

Guideline 2: Existing 'Social Space System' (SSS) is the
core 'socio-spatial-structure' shaping a village. Child-
women-elderly friendly and culture-sensitive SSS has to
be the basis of all the physical-social-cultural-economic
infrastructures, services, and facilities planning.

Guideline 3: 'Village Cooperative' has to be in place
(legislated by the government) as the basic institu-
tional-political-economic-administrative unit. Utilities,
eco-system services, and community facilities are to be
provided at this village level institution.

Guideline 4: Homestead is to be the place of home-
based economic activities, multi-family shared produc-
tive homestead vegetation, cattle-poultry-fish farming,
and small cottage industries for folk handicrafts.

Guideline 5: Settlement (tantamount to a Union in the
present institutional structure) is to be the unit of
‘cultural-landscape’. Settlement includes cluster of
villages (roughly 5-10 villages), needs to be demarcated
by the villagers based on the existing socio-spatial
domain of community cohesion. Technology-driven,
agro-based small industries, and non-farm industries,
IT-based business centre, growth centre, cold storage,
and physical-economic-livelihood infrastructures and
facilities are to be provided at settlement level.
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Guideline 6: Water-based communication line is to be
revived as the primary transportation network for
people and goods, supplemented by the secondary
networks of roads-streets-paths.

Guideline 7: Communication networks are to be inte-
grated with settlement-specific productive landscape
and existing 'land-water-plant' eco-system.

Guideline 8: Renewable energy has to be the primary
source of energy. Organic waste is to be valued as
resource and environmentally safe and healthy water,
solid-waste, and sludge management, reuse, and
recycling are to be ensured.

Guideline 9: Natural surface water reservoirs have to be
conserved and maintained by community-based
management at village level. Rainwater is to be consid-
ered as 'drops of life', and household-based rainwater
harvestingis to be ensured for safe drinking water.

Guideline 10: Female constitutes half of the productive
work force. They are to be involved in the same propor-
tion at every sphere of Ru-Ban settlements planning,
design, implementation and management process.
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Before initiating any development plan, it is necessary
to determine appropriate considerations and objectives
accordingly. And to determine suitable considerations,
proper data collection method and sufficient quality
information is need. In data collection and analyzing
process, focusing on physical infrastructure only and
ignoring social infrastructure of settlement arises
contradiction in settlement which is very common
outcome of conventional planning process. And so,
settlements most important structural feature gets
ignorance in issue framing and loses its identity and
valuable social spaces. But the philosophy of Ru-Ban
proposes to look at the social interaction spaces first
while determining action area for sustainable settle-
ment planning and to analyze cultural, economic
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and environmental issues accordingly. For this purpose,
developing a methodological framework of caring and
analyzing network of social spaces and sensibly docu-
menting place specific qualitative features and interac-
tion pattern on map is necessary. From the very begin-
ning Faridpur Sadar Upazilla is famous for 'Natural
landscapes adjacent to Kumar nod', rich socio-cultural
life style and strong social bonding. This impression is
found in 'Nakshi kathar Maath' and 'Sojon Badiar Ghat',
literatures of folk poet Jasim Uddin and 'Golden fiber',
the best jute in the world produces in this land. From
three decades, this rich cultural landscape is facing so
called urbanization. This conversion is happening along
with development induced urban crisis, insufficient
infrastructure and fascilities, pollution, encroachment
of river and canal, conversion of agricultural land, lack of
social space, depreciation of cultural practice and
impact of natural disasters. As a result, age old river-
born, culturaly rich settlement being threatened to lose
its' socio-cultural identity and environmental qualities
like otherurban areas.
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Participatory Learning Process: Mapping Social Spaces
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Already it is battling with socio-spatial degradation,
replacement of indigenous livelihood pattern and
deviations in human-river interaction etc. As a conse-
quence, 'Kumar Nod' the prominent life line of faridpur
facing natural degradation and becoming a big drain
filled with dirt and garbedge. The story of Kumar Nod
reflects the fact that increasing need, development and
change is unavoidable but problems of planning process
can exile own identity of a culturally rich settlement.

Mean while, to keep the Faridpur entity alive, for
planning settlements along 'Kumar Nod', under the
observation of Ru-Ban framed issues are-

Issue 01: Building infrastructures that are incompatible
with social cohesion attributes

Issue 02: Degradation of environmental characteristics
of Kumar Nod and inherent human-nature interaction
due to Absence of Necessary infrastructure
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6.2 Analysis and design of Social Spaces
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Social spaces along 'Kumar Nod' are facing challenges of
losing inherent qualities. Unplanned infrastructure is
increasing without considering human-river interac-
tions and at the same time, environmental degradation
of 'Kumar Nod' is happening. To address problems
discussed above, revitalization of social spaces is
essential for developing a sustainable human settle-
ment along 'Kumar Nod'. The objectives of these goals
areas follows -

1. Identifying social spaces of settlements along 'Kumar
Nod'.
2. |dentifying cultural, economic and environmental

influences of growing social spaces.
3. Analyzing qualities of infrastructure that helps

interactions of human with 'Kumar Nod'.
4. Adopting minimum infrastructural initiative Keeping

social interaction unchanged with policy formation.

To implement the vision of developed Bangladesh,
ensuring rural-urban continuum is an unquestionable
need. In order to plan sustainable settlements to
accommodate the needs, it is necessary to identify
social spaces of a settlement and making decision and
design accordingly. This process can be accomplished
through several steps. steps are as follows:

1) Population density mapping of public places

2) Human activity map of public places
a) mapping activity related with nature
b) mapping activity influenced by landuse

3) detail analysis of social spaces
a) infrastructural analysis of social spaces
b) mapping co-existence of man and women
¢) mapping human-nature interactions
d) mapping cultural interactions
e) mapping economic interactions

4) Proposed design of social spaces
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6.2.1 Population density mapping of public places
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6.2.2 Mapping activity related with nature
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3§ FTFC (Legend) N aFedweT B (social space

PR -2 T(vegetation)
o & (water body)

Therole of environmental characteristics a settlement is
undeniable in building its social spaces. In the same way,
in Faridpur Sadar Upazila, Kumar Nod is the life-line of
social interactions. Here, most of the social spaces are
grown along Kumar Nod and 'Ghatla' is the most signifi-
cant among those. It can be identified from the follow-
ingmap.
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6.2.3 Mapping activity influenced by landuse
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As like as environmental characteristics, land use and
infrastructural use pattern also have impacts on building
social spaces. And from social viewpoint, this impact
analysis reveals that there are other diversion of use of

land and infrastructure.
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6.2.4 ‘Ghatla’- inseparable social spaces along Kumar Nod




