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Great Martyrs’ Day and International Mother Language Day observed in Japan with
due solemnity

Tokyo, February 21, 2026

The Bangladesh Embassy in Tokyo observed Shaheed Dibash (Martyrs' Day) and
International Mother Language Day today (Saturday, February 21, 2026) with profound
respect and solemnity. The event highlighted the significance of the Bengali language and
culture among the foreign friends in Japan, Bangladeshi diaspora, and upholding the ideals
and values of the "Immortal Ekushey."

The day’s proceedings began in the early hours with the laying of wreaths at the permanent
Shaheed Minar located in Ikebukuro Nishiguchi Park, Toshima City. the Ambassador Mr.
Md. Daud Alj, paid tribute to the language martyrs by placing a floral wreath along with
Embassy officials and representatives from Toshima City. Following this, various political,
social, and cultural organizations of the Bangladeshi diaspora, along with community
members from all walks of life, joined a Probhat Pheri (morning procession) to pay their
humble tribute.

In the morning, as part of the next phase of the program at the Embassy premises,
Ambassador Md. Daud Ali hoisted the national flag to half-mast of the national anthem. All
officers and staff of the Embassy were present during the ceremony.

In the afternoon, the program at the Embassy auditorium commenced with prayers for the
departed souls of the language martyrs. Commemorative messages from the Honorable
President, the Honorable Prime Minister, the Honorable Foreign Minister and the Honorable
Minister of State for Foreign Affair were read out. A discussion session followed, focusing
on the historical significance of "Immortal Ekushey" and the global importance of
International Mother Language Day.

In his speech, Ambassador Md. Daud Ali stated, "The Language Movement of 1952 was the
foundation of Bangladeshi nationalism. Today, it is recognized globally as International
Mother Language Day, inspiring all ethnic groups to preserve their own languages and
cultures."

The event concluded with a special prayer (Dua and Munajat) for the welfare of the country
and the nation. Following the ceremony, an Iftar Mahfil was hosted in honor of the visiting
members of civil society, and the Bangladeshi diaspora community.



