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Message

Cabinet Secretary
Govt. of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh

Bangladesh is pacing firmly on the highway towards development with a vision to realize Sonar Bangla,
the dream of our Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman under the charismatic
leadership of Sheikh Hasina, Honorable Prime Minister of Bangladesh. The country is determined to
become a middle income nation by 2021 and a prosperous and developed nation by 2041 in the course of
realization of the vision. Integrated efforts and initiatives along with appropriate flourishment of the
economic prospects of each district are crucial for achieving the vision. In this context district branding is
being implemented under the coordination of Cabinet Division with the support of the a2i program of
Prime Minister's Office. The cabinet division has already issued a strategy for proper planning and
implementation of district-branding.

One of the most important aspects of district-branding is the brand-book. It is an important and effective
tool for showcasing district-branding at home and abroad. I am absolutely delighted to know that Office of
the Deputy Commissioner, Sunamganj is going to publish a brand-book with the support of a2i program. I
believe this brand-book will play a pivotal role in depicting district-branding initiatives and
implementation trajectory. I would like to thank all officials concerned with the preparation of the book.
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Message

Principal Secretary
Prime Minister's Office
Govt. of the People's Republic of Bangladesh

The mission of district branding is to achieve socio-economic development through promoting the
uniqueness and the potentials of each district. The districts have diverse potentials such as tourist sites,
commercial products, famous foods, history and tradition as well as peoples’ welfare-centric initiatives.
District branding plays an important role in safeguarding and fostering history, tradition and culture of the
districts, developing tourism industry, implementing ‘One District One Product’ programme and
identifying and preserving the geographical indications (GIs). One of the main objectives of district
branding is to provide support in realizing the vision of the present government to become a middle income
country by 2021 and a prosperous and developed nation by 2041.

District-branding is closely linked with tourism. This initiative can play an important role in unleashing the
potentials of tourism in Bangladesh. In this regard, all government and non-government organizations,
including Cabinet Division, Ministry of Public Administration, Ministry of Civil Aviation and Tourism,
Ministry of Cultural Affairs, Bangladesh Parjatan Corporation, Bangladesh Tourism Board can work
together. The Prime Minister’s Office can also provide all-out support.

All the districts have already selected their branding areas, developed logos and three-year work plan with
the support of the a2i program of the Prime Minister's Office. One of the important initiatives of the district
to promote district branding at home and abroad is the publication of Brand Book. This document will be a
foundation for the future editions and at the same time will also be treated as a landmark publication in the
history of district-branding.

I congratulate District Administration Sunamganj, a2i and all concerned for publishing such an impressive
and informative Brand Book and wish the district branding initiative all the success.

Md. Nojibur Rahman
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Message

Senior Secretary
Public Administration Ministry
Govt. of the People's Republic of Bangladesh

We have got our identity in the world through our red green flag and green map. We also want to get the identity
of the districts like the country. Moreover, each district of 64 districts has specialty - it may be tourism or goods, it
may also be a cultural heritage of a district or famous for food. In my view, district branding tries to uphold the
specialty of each district containing the history, heritage, tradition and culture of the district.

One of the major attractions of Sunamganj district is its haor surrounded by the Meghalaya hills. Haor based
farming and fishery are the main livelihood of the population. During the rainy season, the wave of the water in the
heart of the haor, the reflection of the blue sky, the safe shelter for fishes, thick green forest of Karoce and Hijal in
the water, the free roaming of the migratory birds in the winter and the green paddy field have made the nature of
this district unique. And the people of this district are living by facing the unfavorable environment in this nature.
Potential Baul singers like Shah Abdul Karim, Durbin Shah, Radharman Dutta, Hasan Raja and many others grew
up in the calm and serene atmosphere of the haor.Taking all of these into account, tourism, folk culture, rice and
fish have become the unique identifying brand of Sunamganj district. By holding this slogan- “Fish, Paddy and
Music of Sunamganj, daughter of hoar/Have brought the spirit in the liberation war to the Surma shore",
Sunamganj will be known to the world through expanding its branding operation and change will come in the
living standard of the mass people.

Holding a dream of happy and prosperous country, Bangladesh has achieved independence through a nine-month
long bloody war under the leadership of Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh MujiburRahman, the greatest
Bangalee of all time. In order to build a prosperous Bangladesh holding the spirit of the War of Liberation and
targeting Vision 2021 and Vision 2041, Bangladesh is going ahead under the governance and leadership of
honorable Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina. With a view to bringing these visions into a reality, Sunamgan;j district
will take advantage of its ambitious possibilities and contribute through district branding.

I strongly believe that Sunamganj branding book will make this district known to the world as an attractive scenic
spot. I would like to thank all of them who are directly or indirectly involved in making this work fruitful. I wish

district branding of Sunamganj will be successful. '_/f 2 r

Dr. Md. Mozammel Haque Khan
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Message

Commissioner
Sylhet Division, Sylhet.

People of Bangladesh have achieved independence through a nine-month long bloody war under the leadership of Father of the
Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, holding a dream of a happy, prosperous and economically and socially developed
country. Honorable Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina representing the present democratic government has taken the Vision 2021 and
Vision 2041 to formulate the dream of the people in reality. The purpose of this Vision-2021 and Vision-2041 is to make
Bangladesh a middle-income country and developed country by 2021 and 2041 simultaneously. Utilizing all the possibilities of its
geographical boundaries, Sunamganj district also wants to keep contribution in implementing this objective.

To reach the pinnacle of progress, the development phase of the country should continue in the grassroots level. For this, all
geographical, economic, social and cultural potentialities of the district have to be utilized. District branding will make this activity
more sophisticated and well-decorated. To make the district branding initiative successful, the spontaneous participation of the
people of all walks of life of the district including its administration is required. So, District Branding is an integrated initiative.

The centre of attraction of Sunamganj district is its haor. Haor is available in every upazila of this district. The Sunamganj district
is going to be known in the yard of cultural heritage, economic environment and tourism industry on the basis of its haor.
Beautiful waterways of haor, fish roasting, green paddy field, blue sky, free roaming of the migratory birds, thick green leaves of
Karoce, Hijal and Varun in the water, and the green leaves of this district have enclosed the people of this district intensely.
Potential Baulsingers like Shah Abdul Karim, Durbin Shah, Hasan Raja, Radharman Dutta, Kamal Pasha and many others grew up
in the calm and serene atmosphere of the haor. Therefore, the unique identifying brand of Sunamganj district is its rich and
extensive "Haor". In addition to this, the great contribution of the people living in the bank of the Surma in the Liberation War has
been added for branding.

Sunamganj district branding is a very positive activity in which there is an inevitable conviction for the positive image of
Bangladesh. This branding will cover the drive for utilizing the huge water resources of haor, the motivation for economic release
of this region, the idea of a wonderful combination of nature and culture practices and finally the spirit of great Liberation War.
Through haor branding, Sunamganj district is committed to develop its vast potential in a new form.

I firmly believe that brand-book publication will present Sunamganj district to the world in a positive and attractive way. I would
like to give special thanks to everyone who is directly or indirectly involved in making this work fruitful. We have left no stone
unturned to keep branding publications error free. Still, if there is any error, I will request for a favorable view.

"Fish, Paddy and Music of Sunamganj, daughter of hoar
Have brought the spirit in the liberation war to the Surma shore"

Holding this slogan of Sunamganj district branding, let the Sunamganj district be known throughouy the country and the world. Let
the possibility of Sunamganj district be unveiled in front of everyone.

D. Mosammat Nazmanara Khanum
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Message

Joint Secretary
Prime Minister’s Office
and Project Director, a2i.

Each and every district of Bangladesh possess some unique features and potentials. Some part of this land
have elegant natural beauty while the other parts have historical archetypes and antiques. Some parts of this
land also have abundancy in agro products with lot of fruits and crops. The folk arts and cultural heritages of
this country have glorious history. All the unique features and characteristics of the very part of the country
need to be flourished not only inside the country but also to the rest of the world to let everyone know about
Beautiful Bangladesh and to attract Foreign Direct Investment. In this perspective district branding is a unique
approach.

Bangladesh has been pacing forward with significant progress in economic and social indicators led by
Honorable Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, to build ‘Sonar Bangla® the dream of Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. The present government is committed to build ‘Digital Bangladesh’
by 2021 and a happy and prosperous country by 2041. To realize these visions, the government has taken up
massive programs. As part of these programs to accelerate the momentum of development, the initiative of
‘District Branding” has been undertaken by the a2i program of the Prime Minister's Office.

Brand-Book is a unique effort to impressively demonstrate the overall activities of district branding. This
book will serve as a knowledge base for planning and implementing district-branding and for those who will
be associated with this initiative later. For this reason, the district committee has been requested to publish
this document. Bilingual feature of this book has certainly added extra advantage regarding its use. I expect,
new editions of this book will be published in future and will play a crucial role in showcasing district
branding at home and abroad.

My heartfelt thanks go to District Administration Sunamganj, a2i and all who contributed to this significant

publication.

Md. Mustafizur Rahman, PAA
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Preface

Deputy Commissioner
Sunamganj

District branding is an amazing platform to showcase the vast range of our regional culture, heritage, art, literature and wealth
nationally to the world by crossing the boundaries of regionalism. In order to present our lifestyle in the international context, district
branding is an excellent effort. We have to spread our own culture and tradition in implementing our long-term plan to build a happy
and prosperous golden Bengal which was the dream of Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.
Sunamganj district, located on the border of neighboring India, is incomparable in natural wealth. Geographically, the high hill
ranges of Meghalaya are in the north of Sunamganj. The fountains and the rivers descending from these hills, in one side, have
decorated and covered the lake with foliage. In another side, floods caused by excessive rainfall and mountainous rains make the
lives of people dreadful and horrible. Moreover, the natural uncertainty seems to have made the people of this district thoughtful
that have made them distinct and different from the people of other districts of the country. Here people sing songs orally and sing
songs themselves. When the haor gets drowned in the water, then there is an endless retirement in human hands. The sadness of
human beings takes the form of Baul songs. This region, surrounded by haor, has been offering a numerous Bauls for thousands of
years. Radharman Datta, Purakyastha, Hashan Raja, Shah Abdul Karim, Darbbin Shah and many other Bauls, have filled
Sunamganj's culture with wealth. Not only that, it has created a matchless beautiful dance like Dhamal. That’s why, Sunamganj has
been known across the country as the cultural capital of Bangladesh. Such business is not found in the lifestyle of the people of
Sunamganj, it has also been reflected in its culture. Dances, songs and arts all are soft and sophisticated here. Most of Sunamganj's
land is one crop lands. When the water of the haor falls down, there comes a festival of rice cultivation in the whole haor area.
These haor growing rice provides huge parts of the country's total grain production. Many haors spreading in Sunamganj are full of
fishes. Large haors, numerous bills, rivers and canals provide a large portion of fishes for the country.
With an area of 9,772 hectares, Tanguar haor is one of the main sources of sweet water fish and fishery breeding areas of the
country. Over the years, the scenic beauty of the haors has fascinated the tourists. In winter, having observed the migratory birds
flowing down the haor and the half-submerged hijal-karach, it becomes difficult to turn our eyesight ignoring this natural beauty.
Sunamganj is also closely involved in the history of Bangladesh's great war of liberation. There are 4 (four) valleys of independence
in the Sunamganj district where the freedom fighters established their bases. The Pak soldiers couldn’t enter into these places
during the liberation war. Those valleys of independence are Dalura, Banshtala, Tekerghat and Maheshkhala.
Sunamganj district has been branded with this heading "Fish, Paddy and Music of Sunamganj, daughter of hoar/Have brought the
spirit in the liberation war to the Surma shore” by highlighting the description of rice, fish, natural beauty of Sunamganj and its
contribution to the great liberation war. People’s lifestyle, culture and contribution in the liberation war of this district have been
portrayed through this effort.
I strongly believe that through the promotion of culture and tradition by means of the district branding of Sunamganj, the tourism
industry of this area will be well-developed, its economy will be rich and the changes will come in the lifestyle of the common
people. o
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Introduction to the district

JECR B8R SF Iwies AT
TS HARITET (T (T A
(ST OB | @ (ST O6ed 60T
SIS (VTR W =i (o,
A& P Coremt @R APSTT (@
ST |

IR© R (@, WAS (e AR
TN B @ TN JATACET
TR T AR | @ GF R
Ao Fforor ww T IIS
TS (A Sfeee) @RI o) ofsr
SR N viw a1 =7 | B Gl
T I R SIEE (T8 SRS
oG e S S @i
TG T 8 F Sl zeafReT
JCT I 0 R AT |

Tl TRt afefe =7 sraq
ARG (TETT AT TRFAT LT
forer {37, goi<e | IS e oy B
BoreEm 8 3 B it g afdo | @
(ST oos ©484.5b I f.far.
AR GIRATT 28,19, 54 & | SHHT
AT 53,909,504 TE @I [fze
52,05,bU T (WHAIR 203)) |
dfs 2of fFEfbE wRaE e
Yes T AFI-NRE WS
Y0d:d00 |

The position of Sunamganj district
is on the northeast border of
Khasia Jainta hills. The district is
north of Meghalaya, Habiganj
district on the south, Sylhet district
on the east and Netrokona district
on the west.

It is said that Sunamganj was
named after a Mughal soldier
named 'Sunam Uddin'. For some of
the heroic achievements in a war,
the emperor donated to Sunam
Uddin some land as a rewards.
The Mughal army built Sunamganj
Bazar on the bank of Surma river.
By this process Sunamganj and
the origin of this place are
originated.

Sunamganj Sub division was
established in 1877 AD.
Sunamganj district's first sub-
divisional officer was Mr. Black.
Currently Sunamganj consists of
11 upazilas and 12 thanas. The area
of this district is 3747.18sq km.
And population is 24,67,968. Of
them, 12,36,106 males and
12,31,862 females (census 2011).
The population density is 659
people per square kilometer. Male-
Female ratio 101: 100.
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Election area 05. Total voters are
15,02,973. Male voters and female
voters, are, 7,51,260 and 7,51,713.

There are 04 municipalities in this
district. The union 88 has 1535 mouzas.
Urbanization rate is 10.38%. Annual
rainfall is 3334 mm. Annual average
temperature is 33.2° Celsius, minimum
is 13.6° Celsius. Number of government
hospitals are 12 and health centers 22.
Population growth rate is 2.02%. Child
mortality rate is 62 (per thousand).
Average life expectancy is 62 years.

In Sunamganj district the literacy rate is
35%, male 36.09%, female 33.01%.
There are 26 colleges in this district, of
which there are 2 government and 24
non-government colleges. The number
of secondary schools are 209,
government 5, non-government 204.
Government primary schools have 856
and community primary schools 04.
Madrasah (all) 97.

Sunamganj district has 26 rivers and 65
haors. This district is the entertaining
place of the tourism industry. The
famous places located in Sunamganj are
Tangar Haor, House of Hashan Raja,
Laurgor, Dolura Memorial Monument,
Pagla Mosque, Dohaliya Zamindar
House, Takerghat Limestone Mine
Project, Pannatirtha Dham, Gourarang
Zamindarbari, Narayantala Mission,
Tengratila Gas Field, Town Hall Jami
Mosque, majar of Syed Umed Haroon
Bogdadi.

2R



Fifea et @32 B e Afivfe

RSTIT FANNTET FT, LT AT AT
RN ST QTR Egewm el

TG (e e @7 @CiEre 2067 vy I FAPIEE
efSfifay Tt TR 38 AL ST AT G 8 GIRFE 8
afeefae 0B | e @6 Iv e ar ve B =ew
SRES [ FANIEE IRATCE Lot (Tl (A Ty
FACR | OF GF AP0 2N IF GF Feel 471 (A | W A
QT AY@T TS (B (AT G T =7 &l[eeet A Sog
(S0 AR | AWCE 72 A AT A7 AN O afiwetet &
T = «F 9B (=f5 (>B A | WA Arowpice Sl s
ST TS AT 26T | OF2 (@S (oEn e @
TGS RS Fo5T Tl AR |

FGEE T (@A ARSI A Y AfFfEe 27w =g A
T GAT | G379 SIS M- NG | WYG BR2A
GTA2 AW 200 IS TR ANGAT AR | IRACACH [T
TSRS FAHH TG ST @ (Sl 4 TR @ Tgg |9
(T e bifRal o7 W afeqwy qiF S
(SR IR 41 T A= |

AT N @3 ARG | @i S e gt zies
e TGS oM 362 8 AFSZT BT 4Tz | 2l 3
| GBI T, AT, A, F, TR, (TRA-AGAT
SR FERE T A ATAE AR THA (TS AR
I | @3 (T A A RIS R RS A TG |
G ST JF-A(TST AR (T (e A |

T I3 PGS TR LEE T Ao S GIA |
TS S[ge Iear Jrowne @ NWwEa AT
AZA PSRRI AT Biaer A FHE SR |

Description of Logo and Tag line
for Branding

Fish, Paddy and Music of Sunamganyj, daughter of Hoar
have brought the spirit in the liberation war to the Surma shore

The haor does not represent Sunamganj through Sunamganj
district branding logo, but the life and livelihood of the haor
can be reflected by this logo . In Sunamganj, there are about 65
haors, which make Sunamganj unique from 63 districts of
Bangladesh. Haor in one season is different from other season.
During the rainy season, the waves play like waves in the
ocean and it appears that the villages are floating on water.
Wherever the eyes look after the water and the water. Then the
villages imagine as a small island. Again in the winter the haor
are resounded by the birds tweeter. In the context of this, the
district branding is called Sunamganj as a 'Daughter of Haor'.
Haor's changes create the change of the person lives on the
bank of haor. These haor are available of fish species where
only in Tanguar haor of about 200 species of fish. This district
is the largest reservoir of fishes resources in Bangladesh and
also the surplus of rice. Every year the rice is supplied to the
neighboring districts by fulfilling the needs of the residents of
this district.

Sunamganyj is the land of Shah Abdul Karim, Radhaman Dutta,
Hashan Raja, Durbin Shah and others. At the bottom of the
logo, together, Baul has highlighted the history and tradition of
Sunamganj's song. In their creation we found rural and folk
culture, the flute tune of the shepherd. Besides, numerous
songs like Aoul, Baul, Pir, Fakir, Saints, Vaisnava-Monks have
numerous creative songs that help human to reach close to the
god. The distric is surrounded by edgy songs . All the people
in the district are singing as a singing bird.

Again this Sunamganj is strongly active during the liberation
war. The Bashtola Memorial on the logo highlighted the strong
role of the freedom fighters in this region's during liberation
war.
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In 2000, UNESCO declared it as 1031th
Ramsar area . Not only in Sunamgan;j but also
to the world, this haor is known as the
kingdom of the rare species of fisheries and
migratory birds. This haor contains 150
species of plants, 208 species of birds, 141
species of fish and huge variety of wildlife
species. There are 55 species of fish that are
not visible in Bangladesh, 31 species of birds,
7 species of wetlands, 11 species of
amphibians and 6 species of turtles, 7 species
of lizards, and 21 species of snakes can be
seen. This haor is the home for 26 species of
wild animals which are about to extinct across
the world. Apart from Tangua haor, there is no
second shelter for the staging route of the
birds. Almost 92 species of water birds and 98
species of migratory birds with the rare Pallas's
fish-eagle, Rufous-vented Prinia bird are found
in this haor. As the haor fishes and biodiversity
are not properly preserved, the arrival of
migratory birds has decreased in the recent
years. Above all, the scenic beauty of Tanguar
haor, surrounded by natural beauty, attracts
and fascinates the foreign tourists easily.

The population of 88 villages in Tangua haor
area is about 60 thousand people who are
mostly landless or marginal farmers. Due to
the fact that only one crop produced a year in
this area; this large number of people is
directly or indirectly dependent on haor.

In order to reduce the reliance on the haor's
property, many foreign domestic organizations
including the government have taken extensive
plans to preserve the agro-based environment
and heritage of haor by increasing water
conservation, increasing agricultural and
fishery production, making animals habitable
for their habitats.
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Bareker Tila

The mount is situated at the west bank of Jadukata river and is above 300
feet from sea level. After climbing up to the mount top through a zigzag
pathway, one will be able to see rows of fruit-forest trees and medicinal
plants. On the mount-top, there is the tribal village named Karaigara and
Rajai and in between the tribal community settlement, there is also little
Bengali settlement. In addition, there is a church on top of the mountain
along with an observation tower of Bangladesh Border Guard (BGB).
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Niladri Lake

Niladri Lake is actually abandoned
limestone mines and it is a popular
touorist spot. The lake is located in
Takerghat village under North
Shripur Union of Tahirpur upazilla.
The lake was originally known as
Shahid Siraj Lake; however, this lake
is popularly known as Niladri Lake
in the tourist community. Locally
this lake known by Takerghat stone
quarry. The beauty of the Niladri
Lake has amazing blend of beautiful
blue water, small mounts and
boulders in the lake.
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Shimul Garden

This Shimul garden is on the banks of the
Jadukta river at Tahirpur in Sunamganj
district, over 100 bighas of land. There
are also lemon trees as well. The
Meghalaya hills of India are on the other
side, the Shimul garden is another side
and in the middle Jadukata river is
flowing. All these create a versatile poem
of nature. 14 years ago, a renowned
businessman named Joynal Abedin
produces this garden on 24 acres of land
only from own inspiration. In spring
when two thousands trees bloom
together, then is there any way to deny

this attraction by tourists?



s ZCapie

Archaeological Tourism
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Gourarong Jamidar Bari
Gourarong Jamidar Bari is located at
Gourarong village of Gourarong union is
about 5-6 kilometers west from the
Sunamganj city. The ancient landlord
house is five hundred years old. From
the wonderful architecture of the
structure it can be estimated that once
Gaurang Jamidarbari was Thuge,
influential and famous. To visit the
ancient structure, one needs to travel
from Shahebbari ghat of Sunamganj city
to Tukarghat by boat, and from there one
needs to travel using rickshaw.
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Duhalia Zamidar Bari

Duhalia Zamidar Bari (House of the Duhalia Zamidar/Landlord) is located at the
village Duhalia of Duarabazar Upazila. This is the birthplace of noted philosopher
Dewan Mohammed Azrof. One can go to Duhalia village easily from the old bus
station of Sunamganj Sadar as well as from Duarabazar Upazila by CNG, Leguna,
Car and other Transport.
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Shukhai Jamidar Bari

Shukhai Jamidarbari was once known as Rajmahal of the kingdom of
Laura. Nankar Revolt of Shukhai during 1922-23 was notable. Many
opposition activists of Sunamgan;j district actively participated in the anti-
British movement. Built infront of the Pashura swamp in Dharmapasha
upazilla, the structure seems to be a floating city when looked from a

distant location.
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Hahaliya Rajbari

Many researchers believe that the symbol
of the capital city of Laur or any ancient
indication lied in the village Hahaliya under
Tahirpur upazila of Sunamganj district of
the northern area of Bangladesh. The ruins
of an architectural structure, which is now
surrounded by a rectangular wall, is situated
in the city of Halhaliya. The ruins of the
Rajbari clay on the ground are about 400
years old. If archaeological excavation is
run here, one may know whether there are
real signs of the capital of Laur State or not
and therefore, it can be stored as
Sunamganj's only complete monument.
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Hasan Raja

Hassan Raja, known as the mystic poet and a sage was born in 1854 in a Jamidar
family of Lakshanshree village in Bishanath upazilla of Sylhet. His original name is
Dewan Hasan Raja Chowdhury. He was a pacifist and lyricist, and in some of his
lyrics he proclaimed himself as Pagla Hassan Raja, Udasi, Dewana, Baula etc. Hasan
Raja's thoughts and feelings are expressed in his song. Unfortunately, there is no
specific information available on how many songs he had composed; however, one
document named ‘Hasan das’ compiled 206 songs composed by Hasan Raja. Apart
from this, several other songs of the poet were published in newspapers including
“Hasan Rajar Tinpurush’ and ‘Al Islah’. It is heard that the descendant of Hasan Raja
has few manuscripts of his song. In addition to these, many of his songs are still sung
by residents residing at Sylhet-Sunamganj, though some have extinct or are near to
extinction. The famous poet died on December 7, 1922. There are many tourists
visiting to see his ancestral home situated on the bank of Surma river. A small
museum along with his tomb is established inside the Hasan Raja museum.
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Shah Abdul Karim

The residence of Shah Abdul Karim, the famous Baul emperor, is located in the village of
Dhal Ashram in Derai upazilla of Sunamganj district. This legendary poet of the Bengali Baul
song, Shah Abdul Karim was born on 15 February, 1916 in Ujandhol village under Dirai
thana. Despite fighting poverty and life struggles, Shah Abdul Karim started his journey in the
field of music since his childhood. He was inspired by his wife Aftabunnesa whom he used to
call 'Sorola’. In addition to reflecting the love and affection across the people residing in Bhati
region, Shah Abdul Karim composed songs and through his songs he protested against all
wrong doings, injustices, superstitions and communalisms. He got his inspiration in
philosophy from the famous Baul emperor Fakir Lalon Shah, Punj Shah and Duddo Shah.
Although poverty forced him to spend his labor in farming, but nothing could prevent him
from composing music.He received spiritual and guidance on Baul song composition from
Kamal Uddin, Sadhak Rashid Uddin, Shah Ibrahim Mastan Baksh.He also practiced Shariati,
Marfati, Nabiyat, Bella and all other types of Baul songs and other forms of music during his
lifetime.
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Radharaman Dutta

Radharaman Dutta is a poet of Bengali folk music. His composed
Dhamail songs are treasured by the people of Sylhet and Indian Bengalis.
His tomb attracts many tourists which is located at Jagannathpur upazila
of Sunamganj. One can travel to the tomb from Sunamganj city using a
bus or a CNG, and using a rickshaw from upazilla. Radharaman used his
talent and philosophy to make memorable in the mind of the people. The
pain of Krishna’s break-up and incomplete lover may be losing everything
after having everything induced him to become a sage. He composed
thousands of songs relating to Dhammatology, Devotional, Anurag, Love,
Bhajan, Dhamail music. As part of family tradition and culture, he was
introduced to music, the main instrument of worship, from his childhood.
With time he became a natural poet and had composed numerous of Baul
and Dhamail songs.
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Durbin Shah

An unknown wild bird, living in the cage made out of clay, it can't be caught
neither at home nor at the outside, but he always comes and go.

As this one a lot of popular songs were written by mystical saint Durbin shah. He
was born in 1921 (15 kartik, 1327- according to Bangla calendar) at Chatak,
Sunamganj, on a hillock located close to Chatak Cement Factory. Which is now
known as Durbin tilla. His father late Safat shah was also a spiritual saint.
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Religious Places Tourism

"

Ponatirtho

Ponatirtho is organized at the Jadukatariver under Tahirpur upazilla. From history, it is known that
in the middle of 1400 AD, there was a great desire for the Ganga-Swan (shower) of Lava Devi,
mother of Aditya Mahaprabhu, the holy man of Hinduism. But there was no possibility of fulfilling
desire due to lack of her physical fitness. In order to fulfill his mother's wishes Mahaprabhu, the
great devotee, through his spiritual powers made a stream of all the holy place of the world in one of
the rivers. Once known as the Renuka river is now known as Jadukata river. The Barani fair is held
every year in the Bengali month of Chaitra which is organized by Tahirpur administration at the
bank of this river. This fair is known locally as Barunijogh Baruni. Millions of Hindus gather in the
Baruni Mela every year. People of various religion also join in to attend the fair as part of local
culture.

According to the beliefs of Conservative (Sonatan) Hindu community, the water flows of Padma and
Ganges flow at the same stream and run through the Jadukata river making the river water
completely pure. This is believed to happen on the third day of the Bengali Chaitra month. The
event place can be visited from Sunamganj Sadar by travelling using local transport including
easybike, trolley, pick-up vehicles, leguna.

83



.-« Baruni Mela with the participation of Hindus

o
' R




*Ig SRR A=

ARG (ST ORI ST AT G TAE® | FASET MG ARG
AV TRES G BT Gom, ITe TS HZ T (A1) @ 7ot
AT TAES | Mo A Wz T Mo SifEajew= qAqHe! T AETy]
ARG AV DB |

Afeqes of TFe T S=1 8 AP (T OIS (AP IEF ©F BoAfFS
o | IRICE AR AT 9B 2o A @5 At e @i sy (i
T | ST GG (BT ABCH (AT A 21T 15 (A=ieat =i

Shah Arefin's Mazar

The fort of Laura is located in Tahirpur upazilla of Sunamganj district. Darga
Sharif of Hazrat Shah Arefin (R) is located in an ancient township on the
foothills of Laura's fort hill. The shrine of the spiritual Sufi Shah Arefin is
located at the foothills of the hill adjacent to the Jadukata river of Tahirpur.
Many devotees from India participate in the occasion of his death day (Orosh
Dibosh) and in Baruni fair. In the rainy season, the event spot can be reached
using a speed-boat or an engine-boat from the Shaheb Ghat. During dry season,
motorcycle can be used to reach the event location from the fort of Laur.
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Ashwim Shah's Mazar

The Mazar of Hazrat Ashwim Shah is located at Achim-Nagar under Jagannathpur
upazilla which is about 1.5 kilometers away from sadar Jagannathpur. He was a
Sufi sage. He was born in 1250 Bengali year in the month of Ashwin and died in
his house on the 26 Ashwin of 1353 Bengali year. He was a contemporary poet of
the great Baul saint poet Radharman Dutta. He is known to have composed nearly
thousands of songs. His father's name was Shah Badar Uddin Munshi. His father
was an expert in the field of Alim and Hakim. At present, the shrine is under the
supervision of Mr. Khawaz Ali, one of the descendants of Ashwim Shah.
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Pagla Mosque

Pagla Jame Mosque is located at Pagla Bazar on the Sylhet-Sunamgan;j
highway in the South Sunamganj upazilla of Sunamganj district. Pagla Jame
Mosque is at an hour away drive from Sylhet and falls on the Sylhet-
Sunamganj highway. The mosque is situated adjacent to the banks of the
Mahasing river under Sunaganj upazilla. This mosque is famous for its
architectural style and wonderful artwork. This mosque is also locally known as
Raipur Boro Mosque.
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the most aesthetic representations of the city in respect of architecture.
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Temple of Shri Adwait Maha Pravu

Shri Adwaita Acharya (1434-1537), the independent king of Laur, is a
qualified child of Kuber Acharya, minister of Dibba Singh. He is one of the
important disciples of Shri Chaitanya Dev. He gained popularity as an Atayat
Mahaprabhu in the Vaishnava literature. The King of Laur himself took the
disciple of Advaita Maha Pravu and the blacksmith of Laur.

He appeared in Nawab in Laur Pargana of Badghat Union of Tahirpur upazila
in 1435 AD. Alternatively, 1434 AD is assumed. Kamalaksh took education
at Navadvipa. Later, he established a four-foot house in Shantipur and taught
there for some time. After receiving the Vaishnava religion, his name
becomes Adwaita. Later, local devotees set up this temple in his name.
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Narayantala Mission

The Narayantala Mission is located at Narayantala in
Jahangirnagar union under Sunamganj Sadar upazilla. This
Christian mission is situated on the north side of the Surma
river. The missionary school was established in 1972 and
since inception it has been upholding the fame of conducting
variety of public and competitive examinations which has
now become its legacy. Though this school is administered
by the Christian community, students of different religions,
including Hindu, Buddhist, Christian and Muslim, study in
this school. Narayantala Mission can be reached by crossing
the river from Sunamganj and then commuting through local
transport including easy bike, tempo, pick-up van, leguna
and motorcycle.
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Dhol Mela

Each year Dhol Mela is held on the first Wednesday of
Bengali month, Falgun at the river bank of Kalni located
in Ujandhol village under Derai upazilla of Sunamgan,;.
The fair starts and continues for the entire day of worship
and ends on the next day. Despite being held for some
hundred years; the songs of Shah Abdul Karim has made
this religious festival more popular across nations. The
traditional products of rheumatism include Lati, Ikku,
bael and sweets. The fair also includes shops of products
made up of bamboo, cane and clay utensils, clay-plastic
utensils, in addition to basic utensils shops and sweets
shops. Besides, the fair also becomes a hub for local
games, circus. Every year, there are many entertainment
programs including Jatra songs, Baul songs, circus, and
other festive programs are being organized. The followers
of Shah Abdul Karim organize 'Karim Music' that plays
songs of Shah Abdul Karim during the entire night.
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TG @Ry TR Sunamganj Traditional Museum

TG AT AR ST FIEIES O A%y qqac Fofgw Lhe old collectorate building in Sunamganj city center has been converted
4 TEE | G e @7 3ozt Afee wive fifey wete foferrR into a traditional museum. In addition to historic tradition of Sunamganj,
BT Gy B I ZCACR (R ST SRS @ (S e the museum contains many rare things that are open to tourists. This

2 & R museum located in the center of the city may be considered as the center
SRl Re SSGORICHH of attraction for tourists.
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Riverview Park

Sunamganj Municipality has made the
opportunity to provide good entertainment to
the residents so that people can spend time in
close proximity to nature. A mini park named
'Riverview' has been built beside the
Government Jubilee School ground in the city
at the bank of Surma river. Around 100,000
people are living in this little city. This
riverview park has contributed to meet the

demands of entertainment. In the afternoon, |

the residents can enjoy the sweet air of

Surma's water-flowing, the sweet sunshine, '

yellow colour of dusk, and the magnificent
handpiece of Meghalaya. People can spend
quality time and make conversations while
enjoying the beauty of nature. In the dark of
the evening, the colourful reflection of the
dusk coming from Surma's water brings a
poetic fantasy in the 2700 square feet
Riverview Park.
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Surma Valley Park

Surma Valley Park has been constructed on a land area of 2 acres and 50
decimals at Dharargaon area of Sunamganj city. Establishment of the park also
led to extended activity of the project that will result in embankment protection
and prevent river erosion; thus, CC blocks were established on the banks of the
adjacent river. The park is equipped with gaming equipment for children and
people irrespective of age can enjoy the beauty and freshness of the river.
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Shahid Freedom Fighter Jagat
Jyoti Public Library Sunamganj

Shahid Freedom Fighter Jagat Jyoti Public
Library started its journey on 17 June 1959 as
Sunamganj Public Library. After post-
independence, the library was renamed after
Shahid Freedom Fighter Jagatlyoti in 1971. The
first chairman of the library was the then sub-
divisional commissioner, Mr. B. R. Nizam.
Currently, the number of books in the library
totals to 12,491 (Twelve Thousand Four
Hundred and Ninety-One) including printed and
hand written Quran. Different newspapers
including are collected and archived. The library
has a modern auditorium which can
accommodate 240 people. There are 529 donor
members in this library.
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Sunamganj Shilpakala Academy

District Shilpakala Academy, Sunamganj is
working relentlessly to develop and enhance
the local arts and culture across the
community people. To spread the light of art
and culture and to enhance the culture of
humanity among the young generation, the
institution conducts several cultural training
programs including arts and crafts, classical
dance, general dance, classical music, general
music, drama and musical instrument
trainings. Besides, Folklore cell and Small
Ethnic Cell and Sunamganj Folk Culture
collection centers have been formed.
Meanwhile, 3750 songs of 28 people of
Sunamganj district have been recorded and
digitally archived that is the highest collection
of district based collection in Bangladesh.
District Shilpakala Academy, Sunamganj is
playing a leading role in the film industry of
the district. The ‘Film Council’ led District
Shilpakala Academy has been first established
by District Shilpakala Aacdemy, Sunamganj
in Bangladesh.

The work of building the memorial monument
of Poet Sanjay, the first Bengali translator of
the Mahabharata, is finished in academy
premise. He was born in Lour of Tahirpur
upazilla under Sunamganj district. To
highlight the heritage of the district, sculptures
of Vaishnava poet Radharman Dutta, mystic
poet Hasan Raja, Baul Emperor Shah Abdul
Karim and of Durbin Shah have been
installed. In addition, to enrich the cultural
heritage and preservation of arts, Shah Abdul
Karim museum has been created, that
preserves information of lyricists, composers,
singers and of writers.
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Haor-Baor
There are 52 Haor areas in Sunamganj. Besides, 26 rivers also mounded and twigged

Sunamganj. Thus, another name of this area is '"Land of Bhati'. This offers the opportunity to
enjoy landscaping through waterway navigations. Among them famous Haor and Tanguar and
Shanir Haor which is located in Tahirpur upazilla. These Haor imitates the shape and look of a
sea during the rainy season.

A wide range of horizons of this haor can attract thousands of tourists. Dekhar Haor covers a
huge area along the Sunamganj-Sylhet highway on the banks of Meghalaya hills. The haor is
really worth seeing and because of its location convenience; any tourist can stop by while
entering Sunamgaanj to enjoy the beauty of the Haor area. There are also famous Naluar Haor
in Jagannathpur upazilla. In Sunamganj, six of the eleven upazilas of the district encircled by
Haor. In the rainy season the villages located in haor are small islands.
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Jadukata River

Jahukata river is an attractive location for tourists. With the improvement of the
communication system, more tourists now travel to Jadukata river from different places
of the country to observe the beauty of this serene river. Jadukata flows through Tahirpur
upazilla of Sunamganj distrist.

The beautiful hill trail of the river flows through the middle of the Meghalaya Mountain
has entered Sunamganj through India. It is possible to view the collection of stones
through Barki boats in this river. In addition, one can witness the beautiful Meghalaya
hills standing on the river banks with white clouds floating like catkin on the hill.
Moreover, several waterfalls can also be viewed during the rainy season. The blend of this
scenario is like a dream for a tourist. The tender process has already been completed to
build a spectacular bridge over the Jadukata river. It is expected that the number of tourists
will significantly increase after the construction completion of the proposed bridge.
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Jadujata, Spell-Bounding River
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Surma River

The Surma river originated from southern slopes of Naga-Manipur water
distribution. The water enters Bangladesh from Amalshid in Cachar district of
Assam, India in two separate branches namely Surma and Kushiyara through the
Badarpur village, a border village located in Sylhet district.

The northern section flows westward towards Surma and then flows south-west
towards Sylhet city and it crosses Sylhet and flows west to Sunamganj in the west.
Several rivers and streams descending from the south of the river's plateau of the
meghalaya got mixed as they flown through.
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Chalti River

The traditional ‘Chalti river’ flows through
the Surma and Jahangirnagar union of
Sadar upazila and Solukabad union of
Biswambharpur upazila. Throughout the
ages it helps people to earn their livelihood.
Once from this river people collected
tirewoods and fishes as well as sand and
rocks. Originated from Surma river
junction it flows unto the india border.
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Kalni river

This river is located at Sunamgan;j zila
in northeast bengal. It is 32 k.m. long
and its average width is 57 meter with
its spiral shape. It is formed in
Karimpur union of Dirai upazila from
the river Surma.
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At the entrance of the city we can see the Dekhar
haor, one of the largest haors in sunamganj. once
in winter seasons there were a lot of migrant birds
who came to this haor. Though now migrant birds
are not coming frequently as before but we can

see a lot of other birds.
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Shanir Haor

Shanir haor is located in Sunamganj
district, south to the Tahirpur upazila.
Its area is spread to the Biswambharpur,
Tahirpur and Jamalganj upazila.
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Naluar haor

Naluar haor is the largest haor in
Jagannathpur upazila. People of this
upazila use the firmlands of this haor
to grow rice. This haor is the main
source for the various kind of fishes.
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Industrial Tourism

Chhatak Cement Company Limited

Chhatak Cement Company Limited, the oldest cement factory in Bangladesh,
which is located on the bank of Surma river in Chhatak upazila of Sylhet.
Currently this is an entity of BCIC.

In 1941, the cement factory was established in the name of Assam Bengal
Cement Company and has an annual production capacity is 2,33,000 MT. Its raw
material limestone is imported from Meghalaya of India. Apart from this, stones
are also collected from its own stone excavation station located at Takerghat.
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Lafarge Surma Cement Company
Limited

Lafarge-Surma Cement Limited is France-
originated Company and the largest cement
manufacturer in Asia had officially started its
operations in Sunamganj in September 2006.
With the latest technology built at an estimated
cost of 1.5 billion taka, the factory is producing
1.55 million metric tons of clinker and cements
every year which satisfies more than 10% of the
country’s demand for cement. There is a lacquer
area of about 200 acres of land in Kumra area of
Meghalaya state, including Lime-stone mine, a
crushing plant, and a full-scale mining
project. With the original installation of Lafarge-
Surma Cement Limited, the Indian mining project
has been linked with the latest belt conveyer.
Lafarge produces annual 1.5 million metric tons
of clinker and cement annually with just 250
staffs. Cement produced by Lafarge Cement
Factories fulfills the demand of the country's
construction industry, currently fulfilling the
demand of the country's construction sector by
about 100%. Lafarge-Surma Cement Limited,
which is located in Chhatak, has already been
able to attract several cement manufacturers who
produces or intends to produce in a fully
integrated dry process. In addition to considering
all the requirements of the construction industry.
The use of supercritic cement is used in every
step of production using advanced technology
and including the latest machinery. Through the
conveyer belt, about eight hundred metric tons of
stone is moved per hour. The company officials
mentioned that limestone can be collected from
its own mines for more than 50 years.
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Liberation War at Sunamgan;

Sunamganj was included in sector 5
during the liberation war. Sector
commander was Major Mir Shawkat Ali.
Balat. Shela, Barachara, Bholaganj,
Tekerghat, Maheshkhala sub sectors
were part of this sector.

From the beginning of the liberation

war, the Sunamganj zila shadhin bangla
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Bashtala Memorial

The fifth sector of the war of
liberation included Sunamganj
district along  with  greater
Mymensingh border area. Major Mir
Showkat Ali was the commandant of
the fifth sector of the liberation war.
Bashtala was the sub-sector under the
fifth sector command. Captain Helal
Uddin was the commandant of the
sub-sector, Bashtala. Freedom
fighters who lost their lives during
the liberation war inside and near
Bashtala sub-sector were buried in
this quiet area of Bashtala. In order to
present due respect to the freedom
fighters, a memorial has been built.
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Dolura Memorial

Dolula is a Garo tribal village located under
Jahangirnagar union of Sunamganj Sadar upazilla
encircled by Meghalaya, India. During the Liberation
War in 1971, forty-eight freedom fighters were killed
in this village.

The mass graveyard of the martyrs is preserved and
in memory of the supreme sacrifices made by the
martyrs, a memorial has been built in Dolura. Not
only due to historical reasons, but also Dulura
attracted tourist for its own natural beauty.

There are two routes to reach Dolura, one is by
reaching Haluaghat from Nabinagar by expediting
through the Surma river via a ferry and then
travelling about 5-6 kilometers by rickshaw or
tempo; and another route is to travel using an engine
boat from Balumaat to Haluaghat and then similarly
travelling about 5-6 kilometers by rickshaw or by
tempo.
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Takerghat Memorial

In 1971, when the war raid took place adjacent to India, Takerghat became a
sub-sector under the fifth sector. This mine area was separated from other
upazillas of Haor-bite Sunamganj. The close proximity to Indian border
provided natural protection to the sub-sector as the Pakistani army did not even
think of taking over the area. However, the Pakistani troops took control of
Tahirpur upazilla to have more control over the Haor area.

Tahirpur is located at the middle of Shanir Haor and Dekhar Haor and the
freedom fighters from Takerghat sub-sector launched a guerrilla attack and
crushed the Pakistani bastions. To remember the memory of the war of
liberation, a memorial has been built there.
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Mass killing Area

In Sunamgan;j district, a total of 11 deadly mass killing areas has been identified. Apart
from this, district administration has taken initiative to identify other mass killing areas
that were not detected earlier due to lack of initiatives. To preserve the glorious places and
dead bodies of the freedom fighters and civilians who were killed during liberation war,
the district administration, as part of its continuous activity, is erecting nameplates to keep
record of the mass killing sites and the people who made supreme sacrifice for the
liberation of the country.
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Mass Killing Area

Shatashikka, Madhobpur

B

O




B 2 S

deaifta ‘faem ay’

dangratila 'Vic—ta:3/ 7‘"17'“

Sl TeTel F93 [ile “@eR 49 vga”
Hossen B’akh'tEChgt“ar,is made by Sunamganj Municipal Corporgtion

N

RN ST (R fereires

Martyr Abul Hossen Auditorium

b



i Yfogm wmes ¢ MG

(ST I, FJATTNG (ST AP SO SO S a Tgad
8 AEER BT P = weace | dromyy cwen o B
o 3Tfer Jogm amMEa 8 AREE BT T AR |
IR @ TR FONER IS A ZCACE | S AZE s
TSI i Jerad I8 AT [ow T AR | [oTw
QTR 8 A3 e aAfofne wiaioms e Jfw #Aiee |

Union Liberation War Museum and Library

Sunamganj district administration has taken initiative to establish 'Union Liberation
War Museum and Library' in all the unions of Sunamganj district to present the
history of Liberation War to everyone. The aim of this initiative is to get the new
generation acquainted with the spirit of the liberation war and to disseminate the
authentic history of liberation war of Bangladesh across people of all strata.

So far, 'Union Liberation War Museum and Library' has been established in 31
unions of the district. 'Union Liberation War Museum and Library' has been set up
in every union of Jagannathpur and Bishomvorpur upazillas. The books collected
for the established libraries specific to the war of liberation has been funded by the
Government of Bangladesh. It has been noted that the number of visitors to the
Liberation War Museum and Library is increasing over time.
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List of all 'Union Liberation War Museum and Library' Jagannathpur upazila, Sunamganj
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Inauguration of Municipal Liberation War Museum and Library Municipal Liberation War Museum and Library
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Inauguration of Union Liberation War Museum and Library at 6No. Raniganj union Parishad, Jaganatpur Liberation War Museum and Library 1 No. Sreepur
11No. Gobindaganj Union, Chatak, Sunamganj Uttar Union Parishad, Tahirpur
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Liberation War Museum and Library, Palash Union, Bishambharpur Liberation War Museum and library,

Badaghat Union, Bishambharpur
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Yegm e AR TS S} Liberation War Museum and Library, 2No. Patli Union, Jagannathpur

Some books about Liberation War in Library

Badhaghat Union, Bishambharpur
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Liberation War Museum and Library, 7No. Shaharpara Union Parishad, Jagannathpur
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Union Liberation War Museum and Library, Joykulas
Union Parishad, South Sunamganj, Sunamganj
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Union Liberation War Museum and Library, Dargapur
Union Parishad, South Sunamganj, Sunamganj
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Liberation War Museum and Library, Shimulbak Union,
Dakshin Sunamganj
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Union Liberation War Museum and Library, Western Pagla
Union Parishad, South Sunamganj, Sunamganj
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List of Liberation War Museum and Library of Upazila and
Union Parishad (Upto July/2018)

wWR | Geitee Foferg A B8 '8 FTHY CHAAITS 1 ESENER] Sl | Upazila Union Parisod | UNO & UP Chairman’s Name | Establishment
o) TATTET TSI TR A T Yo/on/2054 no Date
ox R T Clls TG ST S5/on/205 01 Upazila Library Mr. Samir Biswas 19/09/2017
o0 S— presse ST S TR S5/on/2059 02 . Solukabad Mr. Md. Roush9n Ali 19/09/2017
S —_= e —— ST 03 |Biswamberpur Polash Mr. Abdul Kaiyum 19/09/2017
o] S S < i) S o) o
Gl kS 04 Dhonpur Mr. Md Rafiqul Islam Talukdar | 19/09/2017
2 T eI e T S5/obRo¥ | 73 Fatepur Mr. Ranjit Chowdhury 13/03/2017
ob qwTIB () SIS (3l G farE 35/05/2054 06 Badaghat (South) Mr. Md. Ershad Mia 19/09/2017
o4 ToATEE ARG TR SR RN @R ob/So/2054 07 Upazila Library Mr. Muhammad Masum Billah 19/09/2017
ol et IR Gl ST I ob/50/2054 08 Kolkolia Mr. Md Abdul Hasim 06/10/2017
= preexs S Gt PTG <F 59/50/3054 09 Patli . Mr. Md. Sirajul Haqge 06/10/2017
10 Asharkandi Mr. Shah Abu Imani 06/10/2017
2 A G Sl Gl COPOR | T Jyganmathpur | Ramgan Mr. Md. Shohidul Islam Rana | 06/1072017
by | TR e T (g IR Zor A 0Y/30/2034 12 Mirpur Mr. Md. Jomir Uddin 06/10/2017
3 BIEET TR (g SR S ob/s0/2059 18 Soyedpur Mr. Muhammad Toyob Miah 06/10/2017
50 ST R S IR (oT far oY/50/2059 7 Sl}l)ahfupara : : T
= S e == T allgaw Mr. Hazi Md. Mohammad Moklus Miah
¢ oyt zfrm STl (g et fara ob/50/2059 15 Chilawara Mr. Md. Arosh Miah 06/10/2017
Y e BIR] IR (4 5 (oY 20/o5/R0549 Holdipur :
= v = S 16 Salla Bahara Mr.Bidhan Chandra Chowdhury 23/09/2017
k] i - i b /o /Qo 17 | Dharmapasha Selborosh Mr. Md. Nur Hussain 23/09/2017
S ctifete Croraeie IR (T8 SRR TRATN R0/55/R054 = :
e 18 Chattak Gobindogan; Mr Md. Aklakur Rahman 20/11/2017
35 TG SbARTET TG (Vg (@G BRI = 29/53/20%4 Soydergaw
50 — - S— T e S ob/oS 205 ;g Jamalganj JSflchngtbazalr Mr. Md .l\l/iez;/}likKagilz 1.Shamim (2);; (1)% 38 1 ;
i o s : : ahangirnagar ] sud Ali
= : alilil el Jahls B 51| Sunampany | Kubammager Mr. Md Abul Barkot T7/0172018
& SR BHIS O S () o9fobRod | 57 Sadar Sunamganj 03/08/2018
20 wifEEa & (Te) AR (g LT ST 09/03/205k Municipality Mr. Nader Bakth (Mayor)
8 g < b -
2} PRI S R R Eeles ey Tl T | oo Mr. Md, Kosral Alam 03/02/2018
¢ AP et S Gl T 29 ob/50/2053 24 Shimulbak Mr. Mizanur Rahman Zitu 300172018
QY A Attt TR ST (R 23/55/k0%4 25 West Pagla Mr. Md. Nurul Huq 08/10/2017
294 ik AT TR (g TP A So/3%/20%4 26 South East Pagla Mr. Akther Hussain 22/11/2017
W SRR streifamt S (R i At 59/53/20%4 27 | Sunamgan; J oykolgs Mr. Md. Masuq Miah . 10/12/2017
® o T = 29/50/2054 28 Pathz.ina Mr. Muhammad Aminur Rashid 17/12/2017
T 29 East Birgaw Mr. Nur Kalam 23/10/2017
i s T A T PBERBAT 3, i Bt v D e e T4/1172017
25 AT Tllg T v 0/33/2034 31 Dargapasha Mr. Md. Masud Miah 05/12/2017
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Life and livelihood of the people in haor area is
very simple as they are living close to the
nature. Their main earning sources are
agriculture and fishing. They are also involved
in local business and various other
occupations. A large amount of rocks are
collected from Haor and other rivers. Many
people earn their livelihood by collecting
rocks. And there are so other people who make
their livings making boats and fishing nets.
And all kind of people from various
occupations are connected by the folk cultures
of this area.
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Empty boat rushes toward sand and limestone
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Bamboo Market Sand Worker




Grazigg land at the heart of the Haor

58



..'.i.l il
- .
SE s i

il
*

B




ver an

cm

'Hfﬁ

d Se

“Hi

tones fr

ects

0 "c"joll

t

: shore

-kﬁ_ets_hré waiting

B
=)
B
&

Th




< ' S S ,’

£
W@am '8

Paddy of Sunamgan] g

- ; ﬁWWWWCWTﬁlW@WW

» . ' 2R 41 | 4ICE T QYT AT (A |

T (RID-T9 S¢8fs =NeTa @A 4T WM =F |

per < BIg1e BFY, e, it 4R ST 2aifed 4ims
:‘-&— T - DI 41 = 9T |

The main ocupation of people in this area is
agriculture. And the main crop is rice. And they
mainly harvest Boro. Here people harvest rice in
almost 154 haors. Along with boro they also
cultivate tepi, rata, gochi and many other kinds
of rice.







Ripen Rice Hay stack in the heart of Haor
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Folk culture of Sunamganj District

AR RGO 8 AT MV QNFy I I JAeig (@eres | @ Sunamganj district is known as the centre of folk culture and baul songs of this
(SEIRIZ. O] (7 AR 78, T e, *E SyeE FEw, 399 W2 @9 79 country. Many baul singers and such as Radharaman Dutta, Hasan Raja, Shah
B T 8 AL | AT AT @ NI TLEF G A @ wwizwreng Abdul Karim, Durbin Shah were born in this district. Baul songs and people's life
oW SITE | AMSA oI NS @ e Wi @fexaiRt AkFfes W have a connection deeply rooted in here. Despite baul songs and traditions
2@, oI |, qI3e 8 RS oie, oo, IerRES, |, Haaljatra, Goormar naach, Dhamail and Surjabrata song, Bijabaas-brata,
e oefs @Tee ACH-WB S@eEes | @ SREAT \I@E ¢ k¥ banalakshibrata, Khirabashbrata, phiral and many other customs and traditions
AT M G 8 GBI A et |e oS |

are mentionable. The folk culture and songs are entangled with the life of people.
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Jatragan about the narratives of Hindu Religion.
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Concert in the house of baul singer Abdul Karim in the village Ujandal.




FARAEITE [y PR bGP e ST
Celebration of rowing worship (corok puja)
in different areas of Sunamganj.
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Hajong women waring their traditional dress ‘Pathin’.
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Garo Tribal

Garos are another main tribal
group living in Sunamganj. Here
in many Mountainous region a
large number of garo families are
living.
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Migratory Birds at Sunamganj

i P 3 v : .
Black-tailed Godwit Winter migratory (November to March) Black Winged Stilt Winter migratory (November to March)
FleTiceTe goiEt TreN SIS (TS (ATF W) eIt SIS (TSR (AT WB)

: e ¢ g . - % st - b NS - = b et o
Lesser Whistling Duck Winter migratory (November to March)  Northern Pintail Winter migratory (November to March)
Mo SR (F0e7a @ATF W) cevegt 29T TSP SIS (FTSHA (ATF W)
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Different Type of Fishes of
Haors of Sunamganj

g

e i

Q (O QREICRCE IRy
ARG AACHCE TG SIS |
@ TR FSIRENCS AT
o0 Eifed MR ACACE |
Zreq wiors feg Tt ¢ 7@
(ACF8 TR AR F40 7 |
G IR ATSTT RITES
T BERENT TR,
AT oI |

Sunamganj district is one

of the largest sources of = s
fishes. Around 200 kinds .

of fishes are found in the
haors of this district. Along
with the haors fishes are
also collected from rivers
like. Mahseer, clown
knifefish, chitala, catfish,
sheet fish, rohu, major
carp, Sperata aor, Troul,
Orange-fin labeo, Kuria
Labeo, pabdah, Gangetic
mystus etc.
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with preparing dried fish

Dried Fish

Huge quantities of fish come from different haors of Sunamganj. Mahtabpur dried fish
store was originally developed by centering on these fishes. Alongside the flat lands,
some people are drying fishes by building Maca (4/5 feet high from the plain land).
Fishermen collect fish from various haors of Sunamganj. Over all, they produce 18 to 20
species of dried fish. From here, 200 tonnes of dried fishes are produced annually, with a
market value of around One crore taka.

Every year since November, the dry season starts and ends in March. Dried fishes
became popular in different places of the country. By doing this, the income is rising on
the one hand, while hundreds of women and men are creating employment opportunity.
Most traders have become self-reliant by doing dried fish business. The unemployed
youth of the area are also involved in this work by their hand.

As a result, economic development of the region is on the rise in one hand, while
unemployment is also decreasing. Once upon a time the youth of the area was subjected
to curse of unemployment. Due to this dry fish business, the unemployment of many
young people in the area has gone.
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Border Market of Sunamganj

Dalura Village market is the second largest border market which is situated in
Sunamganj. Local people and border area bay and sell their products on each
Tuesday in this market. 500 shops belong to both countries are used for marketing
by the general people of the border. Border people of both countries marketize
their agricultural products, foods, handicrafts and usually necessary goods in this
market. 25 shops of this market belong to Bangladesh and another 25 shops belong
to India are being used to marketize the border products.
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Information of Govt. and Private Rest Houses in Sunamganj

Accommodation Facilities of Sunamganj

SL. Name of Govt. Rest-House VIP, AC, TV, Double Single Normal Double Single Phone
No. Bathroom, Room Room AC, TV, Room Room
Warm-water Bathroom
1. BINA Rest House, Hasan-Nagar, 3 3 01717-416856
Sunamganj
e Roads and Highways Rest House, 2 2 01751-640639
Sunamganj
3 PWD Rest House, Sunamganj 1 1 14 1
4. LGED Rest House, Sunamganj 2 2
5. Polli Biddyut Rest House, 3 1 2 01712-769142
Sunamganj
6. Haor Development Board Rest 2 1 1 2 2 01762-619842
House, Sunamganj
7. Zila Parishad Rest House, 7 2 5 6 4 2 0871-63266
Sunamganj 01915-852406
SL. Name of Private Rest-House VIP, AC, TV, Double Single Normal Double Single Phone
No. Bathroom, Room Room AC, TV, Room Room
Warm-water Bathroom
Il Latifa Rest House, Kazir-Point, 9 4 5 01911-580201
Sunamganj
Do Surma Valley Rest House, 5 3 2 01759-739220
Sunamganj
3 Niha Rest House, Sunamganj 4 1 3} 01915-920320
4 Haor Bilash Rest House, Sunamganj 6 6 10 5 5 01716-388439
(No
Bathroom)
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Tariff Chart of Zilla Parishad Dakbungalow
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Room type Number of | Government | Private Guest
R G % Y| RS wfefy | s wfefy Rooms Guest
T (AR G o 16 ¢oo/= Sooo/= Family Bed AC Room 7 500/= 1000/=
FICA (@R 7H-@fr % () | 2 & J00/= 8oo/= Family Bed Non-AC Room (Single) 8 200/= 200/=
TR @EAR 79-aT % (Tiwer) | 8 6 woo/= Yoo/= Family Bed Non-AC Room (Double) 9 300/= 600/=
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Circuit House, Sunamganyj

Number

Serial

Floor

of Floor | No. S DYame
1 V. VIP Suite Surma
2 V. VIP Suite Kushiara
3 V. VIP Dining | Cholti
1* Floor d VIP Room Sumoshari
5 VIP Room Rokti
6 VIP Room Jadukata
7 VIP Room Mohasing
8 VIP Room Bowlai
9 VIP Room Kalni
Ground 10

Common Dining
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Due to haor areas, Sunamganj’s domestic communication system is mainly
water-centric. There are only six upazilas (Chatak, Jagannathpur, South
Sunamganj, Dirai, Jamalganj and Sunamganj Sadar) among the 11 upazilas
which have land transport with the zilla sadar. There are no direct road links
with the remaining 4 upazilas (Bishwambharpur, Tahirpur, Dharmapasha and
Doara Bazar). Most of these roads are flooded in the rainy season. At that

time, the waterways works as the only internal means of communication.

In spite of the district is bounded by haor, there is no waterways
communication system other than the road transport with the other regions of
the country. To come to this district from the capital and other important
cities, at first an individual has to come to Sylhet first by train / plane then
has to travel around 70 km by road from Sylhet to Sunamganj. The only way
to come to Sunamganj by using the road transport in the following ways.

Information about Bus Service from Sunamganj to Dhaka

I @7 o=y i 18Iy
At qmam | TR T g e I | TR
EICCRIERECH 05955999k B AP q.00 | T 290
0595V89r 0% (FCTA=m) AP br.oo | [T .00
T2 S2.00 | AHI V.00
T k.00 | O .90
Bi (Ff12ET) [ Ao 500 | O 8.00
A9 33.00 CoIF €. 90
et B q.00 | AT 290
T e | Obas-Us8sY b::: — e
03438 9953Y T 2. e
FEATT s do0.8¢ | (B9 ¢.00
AT 33.50¢ | (BT ¢.90
S o 7T 4.80 | faieT 0,00
) BRASHIT AR 9 9.80 % ©.00
FPRRW “iffazs| 05>45855ua0L TAEORZ | A9 oo | AP .00
Gt A 0599955385t Bi AT do.oo | AW 4.00

Transportation | Communication| Starting | Possible |Possible time

name for bookings Place time of of arrival
departure

Mamun Transport | 01733785111 Dhaka 7.00 AM 2.30 PM

01718438732 | (Sayedabad) ——¢ 50 AM 300 PM

12.00 AM 6.30 PM

2.00 PM 3.30 PM

Dhaka 9.30 PM 4.00 AM

(Fakirapul) | 11.00 PM 5.30 AM

Shymoli Express 0871-61498 Gabtoli 7.00 AM 2.30 PM

01714537916 9.00 AM 4.00 PM

2.15 PM 8.00 PM

Kollanpur | 10.45PM 5.00 AM

11.15PM 5.30 AM

BRTC 01716366710 Comilla 7.40 AM 3.00 PM

7.40 PM 3.00 AM

Nasirabad Transport | 01714996738 | Mymensing |  8.00 PM 6.00 AM

Ena Transport 01776191418 | Dhaka 10.00 PM 7.00 AM

b



o R T o S@F Be Ny | ofiea Ty Transportation |Communication| Destination | Possible | Possible time
’ AT egicug] L T name for bookings Place time of of arrival

BI (ATETMIRM) | A .90 [T .00 departure

T .8¢ | e w 0o Mamun Transport | 0871-61167 Dhaka 7.30 AM 2.00PM

(Sayedabad)
T A ob-a3-udduq AP y0.8¢ | TleT €. 00 8.45 AM 3.30 PM
T 2.00 | brvo 10.45 AM 5.30 PM
. . 2.00 PM 8.30 PM
Bt (W?,F‘f) qS ».wo 9% 8.00 Dhaka 030 PM 400 AM
qAS dd.00 | (SIF ¢.00 (Fakirapul) | 11.00 PM 5.30 AM
SiETEeT T bwo | FFIET w00 Shymoli Express | 01718283021 Gabtoli 8.30 AM 3.30 PM
- - 10.30 AM 530 PM
FIE So. 0o | [T ¢. 0o
WA qEeT | 0> S 00D 2.30 PM 3.00 PM
T 200 | .00 Kollanpur | 10.30 PM 430 AM
Rl TS 3090 | COF 8.90 11.00PM |  5.00 AM
—— == BRTC 01915394667 Comilla 7.15 AM 2.30 PM
: 00 [CEBIEen 01714330404 730 PM 2.30 AM
frer=fehr 0555C9B8YYY FhaE TR 4.5¢ | TIF *.90
05458990808 AT .00 | 390 Nasirabad Transport| 01716766594 |Mymensing | 8.00 PM 6.00 AM
Ena Transport 01776191418 | Dhaka 10.00 PM 7.00 AM
il e RIS < o0 b Noor Enterprise | 0170005490 | Dhaka _ |9.00 PM 3.00 AM
GE R EEET) 0535YYYEH8 Bt AS do.oo | AW q.00 (Sayedabad)

T ABLABE  |0d3UdBI8IY | BIF AWM [AD 0b.00 | AP ob.00
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Meeting-Seminar for District Branding
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Short Action Plan about District Branding

Name of the district: Sunamganj
Branding Topic: Tanguar Haor

Possible Outcome

Branding Issue: Tourism (Tanguar Haor)

Topic

Present Situation

Possible
Outcome

No. of Tourists

1,25,000 people per
year

20% increase

No. of Entrepreneurs

200 people

500 new
entrepreneurs are
created annually

Employment 1,000 people Employment
opportunities for
500 people
annually
Tourism Satisfactory 20% increase
Speed up in - 5% increase
Economic Growth

Jifers werwe
AB (BrovTsr =red) e o
5L O w1 FifeFe FeRet
ATBLRT AT IR 5,3¢,000 20% I
G
TSR TR 200 GF AR €00 T TG
SoiE tedt
FHAEI 5,000 TF I ¢oo T
FORFICT A e
5 farg ASTCGTE 20% I
wefifes efare ofs | - ¢% I@
HABEF
FT AT A - 0% Jf&
a3fa
SRFSITATS TSI - @o% @

Annual Growth in
Local Tourism

10% increase

Infrastructure
Development

50% increase
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Three years working plan about District Branding

TRF TR T ST Serial Activities Timeline
No.
S TG (ST TG TF PO e 1 Evict illegal parking and installations from | Running
QTS I BT ZCS WY AR «qr the old bus stand to free the traffic
FrowT Sooew w4t congestion in Sunamganj district.
sffqae Ao it o w6 TR, 205 2 Discussing with the Transport Association, | September,
2 e fafey & =re =146y @gq ’ to facilitate the movement of special | 2018
Sfeed RreEifrs wifawes g transport to the tourist center from the
DIt | different parts of the district.
© @ -oifae wifere Afafos e G, 205% 3 Discussing with BIWTA Association to | September,
Brew 2T, Ao TR ey ’ facilitate special transport arrangements as | 2018
BT (] T T [T well as fix up rent to Tanguar haor, Jadukata
S{fz=e TG B @ oot e | river for tourists movement.
8 (G T SR T AETE | o, sost 4 Establishment of 'Union Liberation War | December,
& e g T, g/lléﬁle;m and Library' in all unions of the | 2018
¢ RS AT X T e, 1R |G, 2055 5) At the entrance of the city, the construction | March, 2019
ST I, AT RS T (SIS of the gate in the name of Hashan Raja,
sttt | Shah Abdul Karim, Radharaman Dutta.
Y B T9ICB AZLS I G AT G, 205 6 Road construction and widening of tourism | June, 2019
fsfier @ eprgsaer spaces for easy travel.
5 Iz ffog it Aice weaifee w9 B, 205 7 Arranged solar lights to illuminate the August, 2018
G IR #1306 E A streets of the city at night.
v e SoiteeTy T SR MR WS | g, 205 8 Establishment of ‘Shah Abdul Karim June, 2019
I AZHT @ AT BT | Gallery and Museum’ at Deria upazila
» GEAFIAZR BATSENT T BT AT | G, 200 9 Establishment of ‘Radharaman Dutta June, 2019
w8 AR 8 AR FrA | Gallery and Museum” at Jagannathpur
upazila
o BTG e AN @o i S e | e, 200t . -
G 10 Construction of modern park in the September,
M fastier | ; ;
Tekerghat limestone mine area 2018
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53 R e, AT 7S, = /' T 2 11 Construction of Mural of Hashan Raja, | Running
A 8 P AGT A I {31 | Radharamman Datta, Shah Abdul Karim and
5 FATNEG (SN AT St ferrE, 205v great poet Sanjay
TET S e B (Y 12 Turning Sukhair Zamindar House into tourism| December,
AT = center in Dharmapasha upazila of Sunamganj | 2018
> AN (S AR SATSEENT ferma, 205 district
Ak R 13 Turning the Gourang Zamindar House into a | December,
T = tourist center under Sadar upazila of 2018
>8 FAITNG (S T ST Bosq | fereT, 205t Sunamganj district
SfmI A 6w (e Afers v 14 Turning the Kathir Zamindari House into a | December,
tourism center under Sadar Upazila of 2018
o 2iffB (B =I8 wiyfe Carchs G, 205 Sunamganj district
fester |
15 Modern motel construction at each tourist | June, 2019
Y BT o13w tof @ afper | HIIE, 2095 spot.
59 AfSfB 6w (ry Twe 36 Fo BT 16 | Creating and training tourist guides. January,2019
I oM | 17 Establish at least one food comer at every | Running
s | eirefir fofeet o eff oS s | wifE, 2056 imsieero-
=G G5 B First Aid Team 18 First Aid Team formation in each tourist spot | January,2019
STIT | for primary treatment.
by HLBN (TSNS AfFHES ferma, 205 19 Set up planned ‘e-Tourism” at tourist centers | December,
2-ive v | 2018
S0 ALGPOR (I &7 AL =206 ferm=, 205 20 Establishment of ATM booths at tourist spots | December,
T[EFF ABAT 24 o | for easy transactions. 2018
29 cQiE) @W‘T‘f FieTR it i TETe 21 The important places of the district are to be | Running
NSO FIF 4T | brought under CC cameras

o9
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AeqweAE fearo
fafeg vt = = ¢ Reae g ferme, 205
BT IR (FBSTCRT MLTT AEE 2B BETI
B T AT
(S-SR TR, (N A it SR, 2050
(e e B (ot TS A= At BT
Fifer few ffeg egfes g ¢ efecaifrom W, 2059
Nleiieo)
(TTET-HI TR ARG STAMCAZE (o A, (STt ©20F HRI, 2050
A I/ |
ey frecs ¢ qesfa toft ¢ o o)
BT AT AT TR e awiwet (s | v

e far, AT 8 ey oifaaae)

There will be several ways to introduce tourism
in Sunamganj district outside the country and

abroad. The methods of promotion are as follows:

Activities

Timeline

Publishing advertisements in print and
clectronic media such as: radio, television and
newspaper

Running

To establish banners and billboards in various
spectacular places of districts

December, 2018

YouTube, Twitter

Running branding campaign on the local cable Running
network
Promoting in Social media - such as: Facebook, | Running

Organizing District-branding festivals, fairs

January , 2018

Arrange various events of the district in the
flavour of District Branding

Running

Organizing different cultural events and
competition about branding

October, 2017

of profession (especially rickshaw, bus and other
transport)

Creating webpage about district branding which | January , 2018
1s attached to the district web portal

Distribution of different leaflets and Souvenirs Running
Promotion through the local people irrespective | Running
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The main objective of the district-branding is socio-economic development
through the promotion of potentialities and development of each district. It can
be possible to identify the geographical indicators of the district, create local
entrepreneurs, improve infrastructure, ensure sustainable development and
overall development of the country through district - branding.

Sunamganj District- Branding includes the haor area, on which the fish, rice and
tourism industry have flourished, also the love of songs of the people of this
region that has been developed cultural side, includes the history of the liberation
war of the region of Surma, which strength the spirit of our libaration war.
Sunamganj can be the role model of socio-economic development of this region
as well as the entire Bangladesh by focusing on the haor. That’s why
potentialities areas have been identified through district- branding.

In Sunamgan;j district, there are about 65 haors. These haors are the biggest
reservoirs of fishes. There are about 200 species of fish in Tanguar Haor alone.
By using this resource, there have possibility of investing in fish processing, dry
fish processing, rice-mill, cold-storage factories in Sunamgan;j district.

The main key to the economy of Sunamganj district is boro paddy that is the only
one crop of haor. Sunamganj is one of the districts ahead of fish and rice
production in haor areas of seven districts of eastern and eastern part of the
country. Due to the drying of the rice during the harvesting season, it is difficult
to walk through Sunamganj Sadar and the of Tahirpur in the district of

possibility of investing in rice production in this district. This will create
employment opportunities on one side and on the other hand, the cost of rice will
be reduced and above all, the economic wheel of this area will be dynamic.

The soul of the people's of Sunamganj is full of songs. Surrounded by Haor, river
and Meghalaya hills, people in this region find happiness through the song. Shah
Abdul Karim, Hashan Raja, Radharaman Dutta, Kamal Pasha, Durbin Shah etc.
Baul artist born in Sunamganj. Their creations inspired the new generation. There
is a chance to further develop the Baul music.

Tourism is the most prosperous sector of Sunamganj. Haors of the Sunamganj is
the source of flawless beauty. Haors in full moon, haors in the rainy season,
haors of winter - every time the beauty of the haor is manifested in the new way.
The scenary of blue sky, watery waters, green rows of the Hizol, koroch and
boruns standing on the middle of the water, Meghalaya hills, tweeting of water
birds or migratory birds all of these are the paradise for nature lovers. So there is
a lot of potentiality in tourism sector.

Our great liberation war has enhanced the history of Sunamganj. There are Four
freedom valleys, those areas which the Pakistani forces could never occupy.
These Four freedom valleys located in Techerghat, Dolura, Bastala and
Mohaskhala that will inspire new generations to love the country. District-
Branding is the best way to promote this paean in Sunamgan;.
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Sunamganj District's Three Days Tour Program
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Sunset of River : Niladri Lake = “—TanguarMaor - = Jadukata River
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