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Formation of IRB

1. The committee will have an odd number of members

2. There must be at least five members on the committee. The committee should not be
very big for its operational simplicity.

3. There must be adequate experience, knowledge, and variety among the members to
make an educated judgment.

4. A chairman will be appointed to the committee.

5. There must be men and women on the committee.

6. The committee should be interdisciplinary and cross-sectoral.

7. The committee should include both scientific and non-scientific specialists, such as a
lawyer, a religious expert, and laypeople.

8. According to international law, a layperson must be present. Quorum is defined as
the presence of a majority of members at a meeting.

9. At least one person (f it is a five-member committee) who is not linked with the
institution must be a member of the IRB. For bigger committees, at least 40% of the
members should be external to the institute/organization.

10. In order to achieve standards for competence or diversity, the IRB may consult with
outside experts.

11. The IRB members must not vote on their own projects. All other IRB members are
eligible to vote. The presence of more than half of the board members is required to
vote on a proposal, and a non-scientist must be present as well.
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