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Introduction
The Open Government Data (OGD) Policy of Bangladesh is a strategic initiative aimed at fostering transparency, innovation, and inclusivity through the effective use of government data. Aligned with the nation’s broader development goals, this policy emphasizes the importance of making government data accessible, reusable, and interoperable ensuring it can be easily found, shared, and integrated across platforms to drive socio-economic growth, enhance governance, and empower citizens. By promoting a culture of openness and collaboration, the OGD policy ensures that government data is available to all stakeholders, supporting evidence-based decision-making and encouraging active civic participation.
Recognizing the critical role of open data in achieving national aspirations, the policy is designed to make government data a strategic asset for innovation, governance enhancement, and socio-economic progress. It aligns with key national frameworks such as the Right to Information Act and the National ICT Policy, creating a cohesive approach to data management and utilization. This policy ensures that data is managed effectively and made available in formats that are easily accessible and reusable by different sectors of society, contributing to a more informed and empowered citizenry.
In alignment with Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), the OGD Policy plays a vital role in advancing the SDGs, particularly SDG 16, which promotes peaceful, inclusive societies, access to justice, and the development of effective, accountable, and transparent institutions. By ensuring that data is open and accessible, the policy supports these global objectives and strengthens Bangladesh's commitment to building a resilient, equitable, and sustainable future.
The Open Government Data Policy stands as a testament to Bangladesh's dedication to leveraging the power of data to foster transparency, innovation, and inclusivity. By embedding openness and collaboration at the core of governance, Bangladesh is preparing for future challenges and opportunities, striving to create a society that is both innovative and equitable. This policy represents a significant step toward achieving national and global development goals, ensuring that data becomes a key driver of progress in the country’s socio-economic development and governance systems.
2. [bookmark: _heading=h.6dmkt1n3i43i]Rationale of OGD Policy
The rationale for the Open Government Data Policy of Bangladesh is rooted in the constitutional principles of transparency, accountability, and participatory governance, as well as in the global standards set by the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UNDESA) OGD ranking. In the meantime, the OGD strategy has already formulated until 2030 where timeline of the OGD policy and OGD Act has been highlighted to move further under the initiative of SID by 2026. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.ilfltzipoxam]2.1 Constitutional Contexts
The Constitution of Bangladesh upholds the principles of democracy, transparency, accountability, and citizens' rights, all of which are foundational to the concept of Open Government Data (OGD). The philosophy of the OGD Policy is therefore directly aligned with the Constitution’s vision of an open, participatory, and informed society. Specifically, the following articles provide the constitutional basis for implementing the OGD Policy:
· Article 31 – Right to Protection of Law: This ensures that every citizen has the right to be treated in accordance with the law. Open access to government data empowers citizens to understand, monitor, and hold authorities accountable under the law.
· Article 39 – Freedom of Thought and Conscience, and of Speech: OGD supports this right by making information freely available, enabling informed public discourse, and strengthening freedom of expression through access to official data.
· Article 40 – Freedom of Profession or Occupation: By providing open access to government data, the OGD Policy enables citizens, entrepreneurs, and professionals to innovate, conduct research, and create data-driven services that can support their occupations.
· Article 43 – Protection of Home and Correspondence: While promoting data transparency, the OGD Policy also commits to protecting privacy and personal data. This aligns with the constitutional guarantee of the right to privacy in personal communication and records.
Thus, the constitutional articles above not only support but also justify the adoption and implementation of an Open Government Data Policy in Bangladesh. These provisions ensure that OGD initiatives are rooted in legal authority and reflect the core values of participatory and rights-based governance.
[bookmark: _heading=h.n0t7jitlay00]2.2 Legislative Contexts
Based on the above constitutional obligation and guidance, it is important to consider the legislative contexts that provide the legal foundation and institutional support for the Open Government Data (OGD) Policy. These laws ensure that data sharing, access, and protection are aligned with national priorities, legal norms, and global best practices. The following legislative instruments are particularly relevant to OGD in Bangladesh:
· Right to Information Act, 2009;
· Cyber Security Act, 2023;
· The Statistics Act, 2013;
· ICT Act, 2006;
· Bangladesh National Archives Act, 2021;
· The Public Procurement Act, 2006;
· Disaster Management Act, 2012; and
· The Survey Act, 1875.
These legislative contexts provide a robust framework for developing and implementing an effective Open Government Data Policy in Bangladesh, ensuring that it aligns with existing laws and regulations while promoting transparency, accountability, and innovation.


3. [bookmark: _heading=h.wkir6d57q0x9]Vision 
[bookmark: _heading=h.vpwxfaxuau4z]To foster transparent, accountable, and inclusive governance through open, accessible government data.
4. Mission
To empower citizens and enhance governance by making government data openly accessible, fostering transparency, innovation, and accountability by providing accurate, machine-readable data, the policy supports informed decision-making, public engagement, and sustainable socio-economic growth while ensuring data privacy and security.
5. [bookmark: _heading=h.9fc8u9os4584]Objectives
4.1 To enhance transparency and accountability by providing wider accessibility to government data;
4.2 To promote innovation and economic growth through the proactive release and use of government data; and
4.3 To foster data-driven governance and citizen engagement by regularly updating and sharing government data.
6. [bookmark: _heading=h.ke0zpscpmmbq]Scopes
This policy applies to all government bodies or entities like Ministries, Divisions, Departments, and concerned organization/institutes and their relevant stakeholders. The Principles of the OGD should also encompass: transparency and accountability, accessibility and inclusiveness, reusability and interoperability, privacy protection and security, timeliness and regular updates. The definitions of relevant terms used in this document are given as Appendix 1. 
7. [bookmark: _heading=h.hcur1tgio8zr]Legal and Regulatory Framework Principle of OGD Policy
[bookmark: _heading=h.u5ckwgclai3t]7.1 Compliance with Existing Laws
Adherence to Laws: Access to and sharing of data under this policy will comply with all existing laws, acts, and rules of the Government of Bangladesh.
Right to Information Act, 2009: The policy will align with the provisions of the Right to Information Act, ensuring that data sharing does not violate privacy and confidentiality regulations.
Future Data Protection Laws: The policy will be updated to align with any new data protection and privacy laws as they are enacted.
Fundamental Principle of Official Statistics (FPOS): The Policy will align with the United Nations fundamental principles of official statistics.
[bookmark: _heading=h.97ci5s1nxmon]7.2 Regulatory Bodies and Institutional Framework
Primary Oversight: The Aspire to Innovate (a2i)/Agency to Innovate (a2i) program under the ICT division and the Statistics and Information Division (SID) will serve as the primary body overseeing the implementation of the OGD policy.
Roles and Responsibilities Data Center of ICT Division will provide the necessary technological infrastructure and support for data storage, management, and dissemination.
Initiating Legal Mandate: Formulate laws supporting open data initiatives and implementation and guiding specifically relevant agencies/entities under the umbrella of prospective Open Government Data Act. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.7tspa57y9t6s]7.3 Data Classification and Standards
Data Classification: Agencies must classify their data based on public interest, sensitivity, and confidentiality. Categories may include open data, restricted data (e.g. research Institute/Organization and concerned bodies may get this data taking prior permission), and confidential data.
Standardization: Agencies will adopt common data standards and formats to ensure interoperability and ease of access. These standards will be outlined in the Open Data Strategy and Action Plan.
[bookmark: _heading=h.kq7djka60xi4]7.4 Data Sharing and Access Mechanisms
Data Portals: The government will maintain national and sectoral data portals to facilitate public access to open data including national and regional spatial data.
Controlled Access: For data that is sensitive but can still be shared with certain restrictions, controlled access mechanisms will be implemented, ensuring compliance with relevant laws.
By incorporating these elements, the legal and regulatory framework for the OGD policy in Bangladesh will ensure that data sharing and access are conducted within the bounds of existing laws while promoting transparency, accountability, and public engagement. These may promote the aims of the NSDS.
8. [bookmark: _heading=h.aeh2ezsroyp9]Technology for Sharing and Access
A state-of-the-art data warehouse and data/record archive with online analytical processing (OLAP) capabilities will be created to support the Open Government Data Policy. This integrated repository, as part of data.gov.bd, will provide a multi-dimensional and subject-oriented view of the database/dataset, encompassing data from various ministries, divisions and departments, concerned authorities. 
9. [bookmark: _heading=h.pr4zg387wfho]Implementation Framework for OGD Policy
[bookmark: _heading=h.h7815zrlh19l]9.1 Structured Plan 
Implementing an Open Government Data (OGD) policy in Bangladesh requires careful alignment with established principles and frameworks. Here is a structured plan for implementing an OGD policy in Bangladesh, incorporating key questions to ensure a comprehensive approach:
a) Central Coordination and Monitoring: The Statistics and Informatics Division (SID) will serve as the dedicated nodal point for coordinating and monitoring OGD policies in close collaboration with all concerned Ministries/Divisions. A central body will be responsible for overseeing the policy.
b) Policy and Legal Framework: Establish a clear Legal Framework supporting open data to ensure compliance and provide a foundation for the OGD initiative.
c) Data Availability: Sharable data will be made available on an 'as-is where-is' basis, ensuring transparency and ease of access for users. Data will be provided by all Government, Ministries, Divisions, Department and concerned Organization/Institutes, including sub-national (local) governments.
d) Dedicated Portal: A dedicated portal (e.g., data.gov.bd) already in place in encompassing the roles and responsible dedicated for OGD. This portal will host all datasets/database, ensuring they are regularly updated.
e) Machine-Readable Formats:  Data will be available in machine-readable formats (e.g., CSV, JSON) to facilitate automated processing and analysis.
f) Free and Open Access: Data will be available for free and without the need for registration, ensuring broad accessibility. Clear terms of use and a license that allows free use of the data will be provided.
g) Metadata Standards: Metadata for datasets/database will follow standardized formats on data.gov.bd, facilitating easy data discovery and access through departmental portals. Metadata will include essential details such as proper citation, access information, contact points, and data structure, ensuring comprehensive data understanding.
h) Bulk Download and API Access: Data will be downloadable in bulk and available via an API, enabling efficient utilization by various stakeholders.
i) User Feedback Mechanism: A feedback mechanism will be established for users to request data or report issues, ensuring continuous improvement and responsiveness.
j) Accessibility: Data will be accessible to people with disabilities, adhering to inclusive design principles.
k) Interoperability and Non-Proprietary Formats: Data standards will be in place for interoperability, and data formats will be non-proprietary to ensure broad usability.
l) Timely Data Upload: Concerned Ministries, Divisions, Departments and Organization/Institutes will upload relevant databases/datasets onto the national data portal within three months of policy notification. All remaining datasets should be uploaded within one year, with regular quarterly updates thereafter. Historical data will also be made available and should be considered as data archive.
m) Promotion and Support: The government will actively promote the use of open data, providing documentation and support for data users. Evidence of data being used by civil society or the private sector will be encouraged and highlighted.
n) Oversight and Coordination: An oversight coordination committee will be established to facilitate policy implementation and ensure adherence to its provisions. This committee will monitor data uploads, compliance with metadata standards, and user acknowledgments.
o) Coordination Committee: SID will form a coordination committee dedicated to overseeing the day-to-day implementation of the OGD policy. This committee will liaise with ministries, resolve issues, and promote best practices in data management and sharing.
p) OGD Masterplan: The coordination committee will initiate, supervise and adopt a masterplan for 2026-2030.
[bookmark: _heading=h.tdtz258suvqf]9.2 Monitoring and Reviewing
Effective monitoring and reviewing of the OGD Policy are crucial to ensure its success and to address any challenges promptly. The following mechanisms will be put in place:
a) Performance Indicators: Develop and track key performance indicators (KPIs) to measure the impact and effectiveness of the OGD initiatives.
b) Stakeholder Feedback: Establish channels for obtaining feedback from users, including citizens, businesses, and researchers, to continually improve the quality and accessibility of open data.
c) Compliance Reports: Require Government Organizations to submit regular reports on their open data activities, highlighting achievements, challenges, and future plans. 
d) Regular Audits: Conduct periodic audits of data sets released by Government Organizations to ensure they comply with the standards and guidelines set by the policy.
e) Annual Review: Conduct an annual review of the policy’s implementation, assessing progress against established goals and identifying areas for improvement.
f) Stakeholder Consultations: Engage with a wide range of stakeholders, including Ministry, Divisions, Departments, Civil Society Organizations, Academic Institutions, and the Private Sector, to gather insights and recommendations for enhancing the policy.
g) Policy Amendments: Based on the findings from reviews and evaluations, make necessary amendments to the policy to address emerging challenges and leverage new opportunities for data-driven governance.
By addressing these aspects, the OGD policy for Bangladesh will ensure that government data is open, accessible, and useful, fostering transparency, accountability, and innovation. 
10. [bookmark: _heading=h.bflp8g2uur8s]Policy and Data Ownership
[bookmark: _heading=h.75sy1cjgekvl]10.1 Policy Ownership
The ownership of the Open Government Data (OGD) Policy in Bangladesh will be jointly held by the Statistics and Informatics Division (SID) under the Ministry of Planning, along with the Information and Communication Technology (ICTD) Division. These entities will be responsible for the overall implementation, coordination, and management of the OGD policy. Their duties will include:

a. Establishing guidelines and standards for data collection, publication, and sharing.
b. Ensuring compliance with the policy across all government agencies.
c. Providing training and support to government departments to facilitate the adoption of open data practices.
[bookmark: _heading=h.sp1rdb62ata5]10.2 Data Ownership
Data will remain the property of the agency, ministry, divisions, department, or entity that collected it. Each entity is responsible for the data it generates, including its accuracy, maintenance, and updates. However, the microdata of BBS census survey will not be included in this OGD platform. 
By establishing clear ownership a comprehensive review process, the OGD Policy in Bangladesh will ensure the continuous improvement and sustainability of open data initiatives, contributing to greater transparency, accountability, and socio-economic development.

[bookmark: _heading=h.lq3iuputyts0]

Appendix 01: Definitions
OGD (Open Government Data): Government data that is made freely available to the public for use, reuse, and redistribution, with the aim of enhancing transparency, accountability, and innovation.
Data: "data" means a representation of information, knowledge, facts, concepts or instructions which are being prepared or have been prepared in a formalized manner, and is intended to be processed, is being processed, or has been processed in a computer system or computer network, and may be in any form including computer printouts, magnetic or optical storage media, punch cards, punched tapes or stored internally in the memory of the computer (ICT Act, 2006). However, in the context of the Open Government Data (OGD) Policy, ‘Data’ is typically defined in brief "as any recorded information, regardless of its form or characteristics, that is collected, created, or maintained by or for a government entity and is made available to the public in a machine-readable format".
Data Archive: A storage facility or system where data is systematically stored, preserved, and managed for long-term access and use and also encompasses relevant terms used in National Archives Act, 2021.
Dataset: A collection of related data, usually presented in a structured format, which can be analyzed or used for specific purposes.
Database: An organized collection of data including spatial and non-spatial, typically stored electronically, that allows for easy access, management, and updating of data.
Information: Information is in relation to an authority’s constitution, structure and official activities and includes any: memo, book, design, map, contract, data, log book, order, notification, document, sample, letter, report, accounts statement, project proposal, photograph, audio, video, drawing, film, any instrument prepared through electronic process, machine readable documents and any other documentary material regardless of its physical form or characteristics. Information does not include office note sheet or photocopies of note sheets (The Right to Information Act, 2009).
Restricted Data: Data that has limitations on its access and use due to privacy, security, or confidentiality concerns.


[bookmark: _heading=h.h79em6mudpk]Appendix 2: Interpretation of the word ‘OPEN’
In the context of Open Government Data (OGD), the acronym OPEN stands for Open, Public, Electronic, and Necessary, encapsulating the core principles guiding the release and management of government-held information. ‘Open’ signifies a commitment to transparency and accessibility, ensuring that data is available to all without barriers. ‘Public’ underscores the belief that government data belongs to the citizens and should be readily accessible for scrutiny and use. ‘Electronic’ emphasizes the importance of providing data in digital formats, enabling easy access, analysis, and dissemination. ‘Necessary’ highlights the prioritization of datasets essential for public understanding, decision-making, and innovation. 
OGD involves proactively making government-held data available to the public in machine-readable formats that facilitate automated processing and analysis. This enables efficient utilization of government data by individuals, businesses, researchers, and policymakers for various purposes, including analysis, research, innovation, and decision-making. By enhancing transparency, accountability, and citizen engagement, OGD promotes collaboration, innovation, and data-driven insights, ultimately contributing to more effective and responsive governance, informed public discourse, and socio-economic development. It is important to note that open data does not mean releasing all government data, especially private, personal data. Instead, it means releasing data in a way that allows public access without fees or unfair restrictions, requiring a specific approach based on the agency or organization, the type of data, and the targeted audience.
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