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Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh
Ministry of Foreign AfTairs
Alrica Wing
Sceunbagicha, Dhaka
www.mola.gov.bd

No: 19.00.0000.475.75.301.17. 504 07 September 2025

Sub: Request to explore academic cooperation with the University of Cape Town and the
Stellenbosch University, South Africa.

In connection with the above-mentioned subject, this is to inform that recently the High
Commissioner of Bangladesh 1o South Africa paid an olficial visit to the University of Cape Town
(UCT) and Stellenbosch University (SU). South Africa and had fruitful discussions with the Deans
of Engineering and Architecture. as well as with the respective Faculties of Engincering, regarding
the prospects of academic cooperation with these two universities.

02.  During meetings. the Deans of the universities expressed their willingness to explore

avenues of collaboration v leading universities of Nangladesh, particularly in the areas of
undergraduate, graduate. po:toraluate, and doctoral-ievel studies, as well as faculty and student
exchange programmes under <ititable arrangements.

03. Both UCT and SU authoritics have expressed keen interest in receiving draft Memoranda

of Understanding (MoUs) from reputed public and private universities of Bangladesh interested in
seizing the opportunity of academic cooperation. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs would facilitate
concluding such MoUs.

04, Brief literaturc on th " niversity of Cape Town (UCT) and Stellenbosch University (SU)
is attached herewith for vour | ind relerence.
05. This is for your kind information and necessary action.

Encl: As stated

0¥ 6.2
(Md. Ziaur Rahman)
Scnior Assistant Sceretary (Africa)
Phone: 02223382648
I‘mail: asafr@mofa.gov.bd

Secretary

Secondary and Higher Education Division
Ministry of l:ducation

Bangladesh Sccretariat

Dhaka-1000



The University of Cape Town: Africa’s
Premier University and a Global Academic
Partner

Introduction:

The University of Capc Town (UCT) occupies a unique place in the global academic
landscape. Situated on the dramatic slopes of Table Mountain in Cape Town, South Africa,
UCT is the oldest university in the country and one of the most prestigious on the African
continent. Its history, spanning ncarly two centuries, reflects both the turbulent political
transformations of South Africa and the broader evolution of higher education in Africa.
Today, UCT consistently ranks as the top university in Africa and among the leading
universitics in the world.

The university is recognized lor its academic excellence, cutting-edge research, and
leadership in areas that range [tom health sciences to environmental sustainability. At the
same time, UCT plays a critical role in African higher education networks and maintains
robust partnerships with global institutions. This dual role — being both rooted in Africa and
connected globally — underpins UCT s identity as not just a South African institution but an
African and international Icadcr in cducation and research.

This essay explores the University of Cape Town in depth, focusing on its history, faculties,
research strengths, student life, and collaborations with African and global partners. It argues
that UCT exemplifies how an Alrican institution can serve as both a custodian of regional
intellectual growth and a vital contributor to the global academic community.

Historical Background:

The University of Cape Town was established in 1829 as the South African College, a small
school for boys. At the time. Cape Town was still a colonial port city, and higher education in
South Africa was limited. 3y (e late nineteenth century, the college expanded into a higher
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education institution offering degrees in the arts and scicnces. The admission of women in
1880 marked an early step toward inclusivity, though the broader context of South Africa’s
racial scgregation remained a major obstacle to equity.

In 1918, the South African College officially became the University of Cape Town, with
faculties in Arts, Science, and Engincering. The interwar period witnessed further expansion,
and UCT gradually developed into a comprehensive university. However, its growth and
prestige were shaped and constrained by South Africa’s racial politics.

During the apartheid cra (1948-1994), UCT stood at the intersection of intellectual freedom
and systemic racial exclusion. The apartheid government imposed laws that restricted black
students’ access to higher education. Despite these pressurcs., UCT developed a reputation as
a site of opposition, with faculty and students frequently protesting against apartheid policies.
Notable intellectuals and activists, including some who later played key roles in post-
apartheid governance, werce associated with UCT.

With South Africa’s transition to democracy in 1994, UCT entered a new phase of
transformation. The post-apartheid era demanded that the university confront its past and
actively pursue equity and redress. UCT has since committed to widening access for
historically disadvantaged groups, diversifying its faculty. and promoting African-centered
scholarship.

Today, UCT stands not only as an elite university but also as a symbol of South Africa’s
broader project of reconciliation and development. Its location — overlooking Cape Town
and framed by the natural beauty of Table Mountain has become both a cultural and
academic landmark.

Faculties of the University of Cape Town:

UCT is structured into six faculties and a Graduate School ol Business (GSB), cach of which
contributes to its academic reputation.

1. Faculty of Commerce: The Faculty of Commerce provides training in economics,
finance, accounting, and business sciences. It is widcly respected for producing
graduates who occupy leadership positions in South Africa’s corporate, financial, and
public sectors. A notable highlight is the Graduate School of Business (GSB),
located at the V&A Waterfront. The GSB’s MBA program is ranked among the best
in the world by the Financial Times and is the only African business school listed in
several global rankings. The GSB also operates (he Bertha Centre for Social
Innovation and Entreprencurship, which emphasizcs socially responsible business
practices and inclusive growth.

2. Faculty of Engincering & the Built Environment (EBE): The EBE faculty is
central to South Africa’s development agenda. It trains engineers, architects, and
urban planners who tackle challenges in infrastructure, cnergy, and sustainable
development. Notable research areas include rencwable energy systems, water
resource management, and green building design. UCT’s Department of Llectrical
Engineering has contributed significantly to telecommunications research in Africa,
while its urban planning programs are pioncering work in inclusive city design.



3. Faculty of Health Scicnces: UCT's Faculty of Health Sciences is internationally
renowned. The historic G roote Schuur Hospital, affiliated with UCT, was the site of
the world’s first successiul human heart transplant in 1967, performed by Dr.
Christiaan Barnard. Today. the laculty is a leader in infectious discase research,
particularly in TTIV/ATDS and tuberculosis. The Desmond Tutu HIV Centre, housed
within the faculty. is at the forelront of HIV prevention and treatment research. UCT
is also deeply cngaged v public health research, focusing on the intersection of
poverty, incquality, and discasc.

4. Faculty of Humanitics: 1he aculty of Humanities encompasses disciplines such as
literature, languages. history, sociology, political studies, psychology, and fine arts. It
plays a vital role in advancing postcolonial studies and African intellectual traditions.
The Centre for African Suudics is a key hub for scholarship on decolonization, cultural
identity, and African knowledoe systems. The faculty also fosters creativity through
its Drama and Music departments. which contribute to South Africa’s cultural life.

5. Faculty of Law: The [uculty of Law is a cornerstone of UCT’s academic reputation.
It offers undergraduate and posteraduate programs in constitutional law, commercial
law, and international liw. UCT law graduates have shaped South Africa’s legal
system, particularly durine the democratic transition. The Centre for Comparative
Law in Africa (CCI.A) positions UCT as a hub for legal research on African
Jurisprudence. while the Refugee Rights Unit provides both legal assistance and
academic expertise in mivration law.

6. Faculty of Scicnce: The Facultv of Science is one of UCT’s most research-intensive
facultics. It has intcrnationallv recognized strengths in oceanography, physics,
chemistry. astronomy. and biodiversity studies. UCT is home to the Marine
Research Institute and contribuies to the Square Kilometre Array (SKA) project, the
world’s largest radio (cleccope These initiatives position UCT at the forefront of
global scientific innovation

Research and Innovation ot UCT:

UCT’s identity as a rescarch-inicnsive oiversity is evident in its consistent ranking as the top
producer of rescarch output in Alvica. | he university has over 35 research institutes and more
than 60 specialist rescarch uniis Its arcas of focus reflect both global scientific frontiers and
the particular challenges facing Alrica



Key examples include:

« African Climate and Development Initiative (ACDI): Rescarches climate change
adaptation and resilicnce strategies, particularly rclevant to African contexts.

e Institute of Infectious Disease and Molecular Medicine (IIDMM): Focuses on
IV, tuberculosis, and emerging infectious discascs.

« Energy Research Centre: Advances renewable ciergy technologies and energy
policy.

« Centre for Information Technology and National Development in Africa
(CITANDA): Examines how digital technologics can support socio-economic
development.

UCT’s innovation ccosystem includes partnerships with government and industry. The UCT
Innovation Hub supports the commercialization of rescarch, encouraging entreprencurship
among students and faculty.
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Collaboration with African Universities:

UCT’s continental leadership is embodied in its commiiment to strengthening African
academic capacity. As a founding member of the African Research Universities Alliance
(ARUA), UCT collaborates with over a dozen leading African universities to advance
research on health, climate, governance, and development.

Examples of African partnerships include:

« University of Nairobi (Kenya): Collaborative projects in public health and
governance.

« Makerere University (Uganda): Joint research in inlcctious disease and agriculture.

« University of Ghana: Cooperation in the social scicnces and law.

« Stellenbosch University and University of the Witwatersrand (South Africa):
National collaborations to strengthen South Africa’s rescarch system.

UCT’s African collaborations emphasize capacity building, doctoral training, and the
development of African-led research agendas. By leading nctworks such as ARUA, UCT
ensures that African voices are prominent in global academic debates.

Global Collaborations and Networks:

UCT’s global footprint extends across Europe, North Amcrica, Asia, and Australia. It is a
member of prestigious networks such as the Worldwide Universities Network (WUN), the
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Conclusion:

The University of Cape Town stands at the crossroads of A lrican transformation and global
academic excellence. Its rich history reflects both colonial legacies and postcolonial
aspirations, while its faculties and research institutes drive innovation and social change.

UCT’s commitment to collaboration is a defihing [cature. By working with African
universities, it strengthens continental academic capacity «nd cnsures African leadership in
addressing regional challenges. Through global networks. UCT contributes to worldwide
research and fosters dialogue across cultures and disciplines.

As higher education faces new challenges — from digital transformation to global crises such
as pandemics and climate change — UCT is uniquely positioned to lead. Its dual identity as
both an African and a global institution enables it (o bridge diverse perspectives and
contribute to solutions of international significance.

In its pursuit of academic excellence, social justice. and intcrnational collaboration, the
University of Cape Town exemplifies the possibility of o university that is simultancously
world-class in Africa and an African university in the world,
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Conclusion:
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