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NEWS

THURSDAY, APRIL 24, 2025, BAISHAKH 11, 1432 BS

Social movement needed to
curb noise pollution: adviser

Staff Correspondent

MINISTRY of Environ-
ment, Forest and Climate
Change and the Ministry
of Water Resources adviser
Syeda Rizwana Hasan on
Wednesday  emphasised
the need for a social move-
ment to combat rising noise
pollution.

She made the remark
while speaking as chief
guest at a workshop held
at the Department of En-
vironment at  Agargaon

in the capital Dhaka.

The event was organised
to identify suitable actions
for the third revision of the
Integrated and Partnership-
Based Project for Control-
ling Noise Pollution.

Rizwana said that loud
conversations on roadsides,
excessive honking by ve-
hicles, or misuse of micro-
phones are not just legal
violations—they reflect a
deeper behavioural decline.

Raising public aware-
ness to drive behavioural

HC begins hearing

Continued from page 1
Sultana Dipti reading from
the paperbook.

The hearing was ad-
journed until Thursday
morning,.

The case centres on the
killing of Sinha, a former
Bangladesh Army officer
who took early retirement
in November 2018 to pur-
sue a career in documen-
tary filmmaking.

He was fatally shot on
July 31, 2020 by the po-
lice at a checkpoint on the

oy

Cox's Bazar-Teknat Ma-
rine Drive while returning
from a shoot with his cam-
eraman, Shahadul Islam
Sefal.

The Cox’s Bazar District
and Sessions Judge Court
on January 31, 2022 sen-
tenced to death Pradeep
Kumar Das, officer-in-
charge of the Teknaf police
at the time of the murder,
and Md Liyvakat Ali, in-
spector and Baharchhara
police investigation cen-
tre in-charge at the lime
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change is now more urgent
than ever, she added.

She further stressed the
need for strict enforcement
of noise pollution laws, es-
pecially in designated ‘si-
lent zones’ such as airports,
hospitals, and educational
institutions.

At the same time, the
public must be made aware
that noise pollution is a
form of violence with seri-
0us consequences.

‘Every motorcyclist, pro-
tocol vehicle user, or car

of the incident.

The two had initially
claimed the killing was the
result of a police shootoul.
The claim was later proved
false.

The court also handed
life sentences to six oth-
ers—then Teknaf police
sub-inspector Nanda Dulal
Rakshit, constables Rubel
Sharma and Sagar Dev, and
three locals—Nurul Amin,
Nizam Uddin and Ayas
Uddin.

Seven others, were ac-
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driver must understand
that unnecessary honk-
ing or playing loud music
can seriously harm others’
health,” the adviser said,
adding, ‘If we want relief
from noise pollution, we
must act now.’

Ministry  officials,
policymakers from vari-
ous departments, law
enforcement represenla-
lives, environmentalists,
and members of civil so-
ciety participated in the
workshop.

death reference

quitted as the charges
against them could not be
substantiated.

Major Sinha's killing
sparked a nationwide out-
cry, prompting calls for
police reform and account-
ability in law enforcement.

According to the
prosecution, the High
Courl's review of the ver-
dict is seen as a crucial
test of the judiciary's role
in upholding justice in cas-
es involving extrajudicial
killings.

SC quashes

Continued from page 1

Refaat Ahmed, delivered the
verdict by allowing Yunus's
appeal challenging a High
Cowrt order that had earlier
upha|d the trial court’s deci-
sion toMrame charges against
him and 13 others on June

2,2024.

The apex court also can-
celled the High Court’s July
24, 2024 verdict, effectively
quashing the case in ils en-
tirety.

e High Court rejected
e petition filed by Yunus
and his Grameen Telecom

oolleaslm-challengmg the



