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Bangladesh

MESSAGE

On the International Day of the Midwife, 5 May, I
warmly congratulate all the midwives in
Bangladesh and worldwide, as I appreciate their
important roles in providing a wide range of
essential services for sexual, reproductive,

MESSAGE

On this International Day of the Midwife,
we take a moment to honour and celebrate
| the efforts of midwives all over the world
who work tirelessly to improve the lives
of women, men, girls, and boys. The

Today we celebrate the International
Day of the Midwife. Midwives are
without a doubt the unsung heroes of
healthcare for women. They are role
models in their communities. The
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MESSAGE MESSAGE

Initiated by the International
Confederation of Midwives (ICM)
in 1992, the International Day of
the Midwife is celebrated every

maternal, newborn, and adolescent health. Across the world, they reduce the
risks associated with childbirth and give vital support to childbearing women
and newborns. Over the past two years, many midwives have been exposed to
the infection of COVID-19 due to their professional obligation, despite this,
they have played and are still playing a key role in the pandemic, working
tirelessly to ensure health for all.

"The State of the World's Midwifery 2021" report, jointly produced by
UNFPA, International Confederation of the Midwives (ICM), and WHO and
endorsed by the Member States, highlights that despite the important role they
play, there is a global shortage of 900 thousand midwives, with high scarcity
in the low-income countries. The situation in Bangladesh is not an exception
with gradual improvement.

The recently published "Bangladesh Demographic and Health Survey 2022"
report indicates that the under-5 mortality rate is reduced from 43 per 1000 live
birth in 2017 to 31 per 1000 live birth in 2022, which is remarkable progress
made by Bangladesh during last five years. The report further indicates, that a
minimum of 88% of women have received at least once Antenatal care (ANC)
service from a trained health professional, the Percentage was 82% in 2017.
This year's theme of the International Day of the Midwife, by the ICM, is
"Together again: from evidence to reality"and if calls for contribution to maternal
and child health worldwide. In Bangladesh, midwifery is quite a young
profession as its programs started around 10 years ago. It reminds us to review
the progress, prospects, and challenges of the growth and development of the
profession in Bangladesh and adopt appropriate strategies in the country's
context. As the midwives are exclusively women focused profession in
Bangladesh, investing in them also means empowering them and giving them
an opportunity to fill leadership positions in the years to come.

WHO is fully committed to supporting midwives and improving the Nursing and
Midwifery sectors in Bangladesh. We wish midwives the greatest SUW this

International Day of the Midwife 2023 and beyond.
Dr'Bardan Jung Rana

WHO Representative to Bangladesh

theme of this year's International Day of the Midwife, "Together
Again: from Evidence to Reality," highlights the crucial role midwives
play in making the world a safer and healthier place for women,
children, and adolescents.
Every year, thousands of women die from complications of pregnancy
and childbirth, but many of these deaths can be prevented with basic
prenatal, intrapartum, and postnatal care, as well as facility-based
deliveries. Midwives are integral to providing these services, working
tirelessly to support mothers and families throughout the entire process.
In just ten years, midwives have transformed from a relatively
unknown profession in Bangladesh into an integral part of the national
health system whose services have become critical in protecting the
lives of pregnant mothers and newborns across the country. With
UNFPA's support, the midwifery profession has been able to expand its
reach to all corners of the country, including hard-to-reach areas
affected by climate change, disaster and humanitarian crises.
In a world where the population has reached 8 billion, it is essential that
women and girls are empowered to make decisions about their sexual
and reproductive health and rights (SRHR). Midwives can play a vital
role in providing information and services related to SRHR to ensure
that everyone, regardless of their gender identity, disability, race,
income, or any other factors, can exercise their rights and make
informed choices about their reproductive health.
On this day, we reaffirm our commitment to work closely with the
government to continue improving the regulation, education, practice,
and advocacy of the midwifery profession in Bangladesh. We do this in
solidarity with midwives around the world, recognizing their vital role in
safeguarding the lives of women, newborns, an§ adolescents. We salute
the midwives in Bangladesh for their dedicated service and thank them
for their unwavering commitment to maternal and newborn hJeal'th.
L)
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Ms. Kristine Blokhus

Country Representative, UNFPA Bangladesh

professional, efficient, and engaged midwives of Bangladesh
provide a unique set of lifesaving services for mothers and babies,
even in the most remote, hard-to-reach and climate affected areas of
the country. In doing so, they make sure that no one is left behind.
In Sweden, midwifery is a historically important profession that
goes back over 300 years. They have played a critical role in
improving maternal health care. And midwives are needed today
more than ever. During pregnancy, labour and birth, in providing
access to family planning and other comprehensive SRHR-services
- midwives are crucial providers of expert care. Women that have
access to midwives experience less preterm births, fewer
interventions and complications during labour and shorter hospital
stays. In Bangladesh, that has one of the highest rates of c-sections
in the world, midwives can also play a central role in supporting
natural births. Providing quality education and training is
indispensable for maintaining this important profession.

Sweden is, therefore, proud to support the efforts of the Government
of Bangladesh and UNFPA to improve the midwifery education
and strengthen the access to midwifery led care. Together, we are
working for safe and wanted pregnancies and births, preventing
sexual infections, diseases, cancer and gender-based violence with
a focus on women and girls in fragile situations. In parallel, we
work on the global arena, advocating for improved maternal and
newborn health, and sexual and reproductive health rights.

On this very special day, I express my gratitude to, and admiration
for, the midwives of Bangladesh and around the world. I reiterate
Sweden’s continued support and engagement in contributing to the
improvement of maternal health through your important work.
You are our pink heroes!

Alexandra Berg von Linde
Ambassador of Sweden to Bangladesh

year on 5 May. On this day, we
celebrate our midwives and reflect on the importance of
midwifery. The profession has a critical role in providing
quality care for women and their families. The benefits of the
relationship that most women have with their midwives are
remarkable. It is a relationship of mutual trust and respect that
empowers women and keeps them and their babies safe.
The critical role midwives have is not yet fully recognised in
Bangladesh. A midwife’s role extends beyond supporting
women to give birth. Midwives provide advice on sexual
health, infant feeding, bereavement support, education,
research, advocacy and leadership. Midwives support
healthy babies and healthy societies. Bangladeshi midwives
are testament to this. Over the last 10 years, they have
collectively come a long way to provide safe, expert and
compassionate care for mothers, their babies and adolescents.
Their efforts have helped Bangladesh take major steps in
advancing health service delivery.
The UK is proud of its work on maternal health, and we look
forward to continuing our partnership with UNFPA and the
Government of Bangladesh. We are delighted to celebrate
and applaud the extraordinary job midwives do. Every
midwife in Bangladesh and around the world should feel
proud that they help women and their families through one of
the greatest and most important moments in their lives. I wish
you all a very happy International Day of the Midwife.

Matt Cannell
Acting British High Commissioner to Bangladesh
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