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As we celebrate 75th anniversary of WHO on 7 April, which is also celebrated globally as World Health Day
(WHD); it’s my pleasure to launch a yearlong celebration in Bangladesh dedicated to health. The theme of this
year’s WHD and the WHO-75 campaign is “Health For All”. The campaign envisages to engage Member States,
Partners, and People to share their stories of what health means to them.

On this World Health Day, WHO celebrates 75 years of improving public health and well-being in countries,
regionsand globally, through its commitment towards achieving ‘Health for All’ through primary health care
focused universal health coverage (UHC) — where all people can access the health services they need, when and
where they need them, without financial hardship.

WHO’s 75th anniversary year is an opportunity to look back at public health successes that have improved
the quality of life during the last seven decades. It is also an opportunity to motivate action to tackle the health
challenges of today and tomorrow.

The COVID-19 crisis has reiteratedthat when health is at risk; investments in UHC and health system
resilience underpin not just health, but social and economic security, as well as the achievement of an array of
Sustainable Development Goals.

Health care services must be made available and accessible to everyone, regardless of gender, race, social
class, or economic status. A comprehensiveapproach is needed to address different health challengessuch as
communicable and non-communicable diseases, maternal and child health condition, and malnutrition, among
others. Such an intersectoral approach is essential to address inequities in the long term.

History’s lesson is as clear as it is urgent: “Sustained whole-of-government, whole-of-society action is

needed to achieve UHC and Health for All” — Since 2014, one of eight Regional Flagship Priorities, and a core
pillar of the Region’s vision to build back better from the COVID-19 pandemic. We all must contribute towards

iy o 7y P R0%0 BoRTTHT RIS T FAfb ST S FAX | ! 4 =17 Tt SR 2jRTS T ! T (RS @ ey T | W, attainment of “Health For All”. It demands not just commitment but action from every person, everywhere.
RERIKINCREESE ] LA B3 S I CIRAT T EERIGINCREESE ] AR AT A, @« T This year's theme calls on all of us, leaders, development partners, and people, to act, take respgasibility, and
commit to building a fairer and healthier world. /"‘
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