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This year, the world is celebrating the twentieth anniversary of the adoption of the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco
Control (FCTC): a fit-for-purpose life-saving treaty, changing the landscape of global public health. Against this backdrop, the
World No Tobacco Day (WNTD) on 31 May gains further significance; continuing to raise awareness on the harmful effects of
tobacco on health, environment, economy, and society; and advocating for further strengthening initiatives for tobacco control.

"Grow Food, Not Tobacco" is the theme of WNTD this year, drawing attention to the fact that tobacco crops lead to less food on
table. The campaign this year will focus on encouraging governments to end subsidies on tobacco growing and use of savings for
crop substitution programmes, raising awareness in tobacco farmers about the benefits of moving away from tobacco; supporting
efforts to combat desertification and environmental degradation caused by tobacco farming; and exposing industry efforts to
obstruct sustainable livelihoods work.

I take this opportunity to congratulate Bangladesh on including a section on discouraging the cultivation of tobacco in alignment
with articles 17 and 18 of the WHO FCTC in its ‘Smoking and tobacco use control act’. I also commit to continue the technical
assistance from WHO aiming at stronger food security for Bangladesh by discouraging tobacco cultivation.

—
i
Dr Bardan Jung Rana
WHO Representative to Bangladesh




