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Today, on the occasion of the International Nurses Day, Canada recognizes the vital role of nurses in frontline
health care services. The nursing workforce is gradually expanding in Bangladesh and nurses are undertaking
more diverse tasks. We recognize the tremendous responsibilities that nurses carry, their role in critical patient
care services, and their professional knowledge, experience and skill.

This year's International Nurses Day theme “Our Nurses. Our Future.” will be a global campaign that sets out
ways that nursing can address global health challenges and improve health for all. Nurses play a major role in
medical institutions by providing proper care to patients for their smooth recovery and essential care in
specialized areas.

Bangladesh has achieved significant progress in key health outcomes for its citizens, and Canada is proud to be
a partner to address joint priorities. According to the theme of this year, we need to strengthen the nursing
workforce to help deliver on the Sustainable Development Goals and strengthen the primary health care
workforce to support universal health coverage.

Canada funds the project Empowering Women Through Professionalization of the Nursing Sector in
Bangladesh (ProNurse) (2021-2025), implemented by Cowater International, supporting the Directorate
General of Nursing and Midwifery (DGNM) and the Bangladesh Nursing and Midwifery Council (BNMC)
under the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. One of the core components of the project is to establish a
Nurse Teachers Training Centre (NTTC), which is the first of this kind in Bangladesh. The NTTC building will
provide adequate training facilities for 100 participants at a time. The project has trained 269 nurses on
managing an intensive care unit (ICU), 113 nurses on management, and 97 on gender-responsive training. It has
so far trained 327 nurses to be nurse teachers.

Recognizing the important role of nurses, Canada is proud that its partnership with Government will
help in the delivery of quality health care. The ProNurse project will work to advance the role of nurses
and is dedicated to develop the future of nurses in line with the theme of International Nurses Day theme
“Our Nurses. Our Future”.

On behalf of Canada, I thank all nurses in Bangladesh for their commitment and contribution on this
International Day of the Nurses.

,% TidnZ
Dr. Lilly Nicholls
High Commissioner of Canada to Bangladesh
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On the International Day of the Nurses, 12 May, I warmly congratulate and thank all the nurses in Bangladesh
and worldwide for their outstanding contribution to provisioning of health care. Nurses are indispensable to our
health systems as they are pioneers in delivering our promise of “leaving no one behind” and the global effort to
achieve the Sustainable Development Goals. Their contributions to our national and international health
priorities-including management of non-communicable diseases, mental health, emergency response, patient
safety, elderly care, and more—are vital.

During the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, our nurses have worked tirelessly to ensure health for all and the
continuation of essential health services without disruption, sometimes in the face of personal risk. Their
sacrifices and devotion helped us to rebuild the people's trust in our healthcare delivery systems.

The International Council of Nurses set this year's theme as “Our Nurses. Our Future.” It is a call to action for all
of us-professionals, stakeholders, and policymakers—to take tangible action on investment in nursing education,
training, and skills development. Quality employment standards are also crucial for the sustained improvement
of the entire healthcare system towards achieving the Universal Health Coverage.

In Bangladesh, nursing is recognized as a respected profession in society. In 2011, Honorable Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina's revolutionary act of promoting nurses to the Class-Il position (Grade-10) at entry level in the
government system pioneered transformation in nursing care. Today, more than 45,000 nurses are employed in
the country. These are remarkable achievements, but there is room for improvement.

The recent Bangladesh Health Labour Market Analysis Report 2021 indicates that Bangladesh needs to increase
the supply of nurses to the health systems and create more jobs to reach the global median (49 doctors, nurses,
and midwives per 10,000 population). Bangladesh is the only country in the South-East Asia Region with less
than one nurse per doctor. The SDG Agenda 2030 is our chance to strengthen the health workforce and build back
better after the pandemic.

In this context, WHO reiterates its commitment to supporting Bangladesh’s nursing and midwifery sector by
working closely with the government to address the shortage of professional positions, assess the demand and
available supply of nurses in the labour market and update our curriculums, accreditation, and information
systems.

s

Dr Bardan Jung Rana
WHO Representative to Bangladesh

I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate Directorate General of Nursing and
Midwifery (DGNM) for their efforts on this occasion of celebrating the “International
Nurses Day”. Nurses in Bangladesh and worldwide experienced incredible challenges
in caring for their patients and communities over the past several years, especially
during the COVID-19 pandemic. However, the nurses and even nursing students in this
country have shown their capabilities and potentials to protect people’s lives and
overcome global health threats with their sincerity.

Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) has provided support to nursing
education in Bangladesh, especially for the Bachelor of Science (BSc) in Nursing,
which was initiated in 2009 by Honorable Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina. Currently,
the Technical Cooperation Project “Capacity Building of Nursing Services Phase 2
(CBNS2)” is underway with the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, which aims to
improve the quality of nursing services and patient care in Bangladesh by strengthening
nursing education. The project pursues this aim by introducing a wider choice of career
plans and paths for nurses; not only for clinical nurses but also nursing managers,
specialists, and researchers, towards the realization of the Universal Health Coverage
in Bangladesh.

Nurses play a vital role in the positive transformation to build resilient healthcare
systems and to reach Universal Health Coverage in Bangladesh. The increasing
number of Non-Communicable Diseases (NCDs) with an aging population will require
more nursing workforce and better quality of care. We believe Japan and Bangladesh
can continue to work together for tackling global health issues and meeting the
healthcare needs in this country, based on strong partnership and trust built during 50
years of Official Development Assistance (ODA) to Bangladesh provided by JICA.
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ICHIGUCHI Tomohide

Chief Representative

Bangladesh Office

Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA)




