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Today, on the occasion of International Nurses Day, | congratulate and thank all
the nurses in Bangladesh for their crucial work as the backbone of the health
care system, as nurses are worldwide. The theme for 2022 is: “Nurses: A Voice
to Lead — Invest in nursing and respect rights to secure global health”. Despite
working under challengln% circumstances, such as the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic, nurses around the world continue to go above and beyond their lines
of duty to deliver skilled and safe-critical care to patients every single day. More
than ever, this year we want to recognize them as the essential skilled medical
professionals the¥ are, and commend them for their extraordinary dedication to
patients, even in the most difficult situations.

Bangladesh has achieved remarkable progress in health results for its citizens,
and Canada is proud to be partners in addressing joint priorities which include
sexual and reproductive health and rights, maternal, new-born, child, and
adolescents’ health. Nurses are at the front-line of these efforts, which in turn
contribute to progress towards achieving the Sustainable Development Goals.

Recognising the important role nurses and other health care providers plaz in
the delivery of quality health care, we must protect their rights, and invest in their
training and working conditions which will benefit all. killed teachers at the
graduate level are required to adequately prepare the next generation of nurses
and expand their roles and responsibilities in tprimary health care services.
Canada is supFoning the Directorate General of Nursing and Midwifery of the
Ministry of Health in strengthening the National Teachers Training Centre aiming
at incréasing the competence of nurse-teachers in Bangladesh. The Canada-
funded ‘Empowering Women Through Professionalization of the Nursing Sector
in Bangladesh’ (ProNurse) Project (2021-2025) being implemented by Cowater
International Inc. will train 1,000 Nurse Teachers and 2,900 Nurse Mangers.

Globally, 70% of the health workforce are women. It is important to promote
women's leadership in the health sector so they may ensure the achievement of
equitable, di%niﬁe , and decent work for nurses and other women health-care
roviders. anada is proud that its partnership will help raise the voices of
emale nurses, reduce gender related barriers within the health sector, and
contribute to improvin%t e professional status of nurses in Bangladesh. This
will, in turn, result in their improved performance and consequently to better
health outcomes.
On behalf of Canada, | thank all nurses in Bangladesh for their commitment and
contribution on this International Day of the Nurses and in fact, every day.

A S 2
Dr. Lilly Nicholls
High Commissioner of Canada to Bangladesh

On the International Day of the Nurses, | warmly congratulate and thank all the nurses
in Bangladesh and worldwide for their incredible, dignified health care. Nurses are an
indispensable component of our health systems. They play a critical role in delivering
our promise of “leaving no one behind” and the global effort to achieve the Sustainable
Development Goals. Their contributions to our national and global health priorities—in-
cluding non- communicable diseases, mental health, emergency preparedness and
response, patient safety, elderly care and more—are indispensable.

During the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, our nurses have worked tirelessly to ensure
health for all and the continuation of health services without disruption, sometimes in
the face of personal risk. Their sacrifices and devotion help us to rebuild the people’s
trust in our healthcare delivery systems.

The International Council of Nurses set this year’s theme as “Nurses: A Voice to Lead —
Invest in nursing and respect rights to secure global health”. It is a call to action for all
of us—professionals, stakeholders, and policymakers—to take tangible action on
investment in nursing education, training and skills development. Quality employment
standards are also crucial for the sustained improvement of the entire healthcare
system towards the achievement of Universal Health Coverage.

In Bangladesh, nurses’ status as recognized and respected professionals in society
have significantly improved. The process started in 2011, with the Honourable Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina’s revolutionary act of promoting nurses to the Class-II position
(Grade-10) at entry level in the government system. Today, more than 43,000 nurses
are employed in the country. These are remarkable achievements, but there is still room
for improvement.

The recent Bangladesh Health Labour Market Analysis Report 2021 indicates that
Bangladesh needs to increase the supply of nurses to the health systems and create
more jobs for them to reach to the global standard (48 doctors, nurses, and midwives
per 10,000 population). Bangladesh is the only country in the South-East Asia Region
where the nurse per doctor ratio is less than one.

In this context, WHO reiterates its commitment to supporting the nursing and midwifery
sector in Bangladesh by working closely with the government to address the shortage
of professional positions, assess the demand and the available supply of nurses in the
labour market and update our curriculums, accreditation, and information systems.
The SDG Agenda 2030 is our chance to strengthen the health workforce and build back
better after the pandemic. COVID-19 has taught us many lessons. Chief among them
is that nurses and midwives are the foundation of our health system. Only by
strengthening the nursing profession in our health systems and societies can we ever
attain universal health coverage.

Nurses and other health workers have been, and still are, our frontline workers—our
frontline heroes. On this day, | thank them all and wish them success and pyperity.

Dr BaMRana

WHO Representative to Bangladesh
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