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Message

On the occasion of International Migrants Day 2024, the International Organization for Migration
(TOM) reaffirms its commitment to promoting safe, orderly, and humane migration. As we reflect on
the essential role of migration in advancing global development and human rights, we celebrate the
remarkable resilience and contributions of migrants worldwide. In Bangladesh, the sixth largest
migrant sending country, migration continues to be a vital part of the socio-economic fabric, with
more than a million Bangladeshi nationals migrating annually predominantly for work. However, the
journey of migrants often can involve risks, uncertainties, and challenges, making it erucial that we
ensure pathways for migration are safe, regular, well-governed, and protective.

At IOM, we are focused on facilitating regular pathways to migration that prioritize the safety,
dignity, and rights of migrants, ensuring that migration is an empowering experience for individuals,
their families and communities alike. Our continued efforts in Bangladesh are built around
strengthening migration governance through strategic interventions that enhance the effectiveness of
national policies, practices, and processes, and foster greater cooperation across government bodies,
the private sector, civil society, and international partners.

A key part of our work is supporting the Government of Bangladesh in its proactive engagement with
global frameworks like the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly, and Regular Migration (GCM), where
Bangladesh has shown leadership as a GCM Champion Country, Through IOM’s work fostering
ethical recruitment practices, we are working closely with relevant stakeholders to reduce the risks of
irregular migration and strengthen protection mechanisms for migrant workers, ensuring their rights
are respected throughout the migration cycle.

In partnership with the UN Network on Migration in Bangladesh and through initiatives like the
Bangladesh Migration Compact Taskforce, we are adopting a whole of government and whole of
socicty approach, bringing together diverse stakcholders to create a holistic response to the
challenges and opportunities migration presents. Through these collaborations, we aim to expand
regular migration pathways, reduce irregular migration, and foster an environment where migration
can be a foree for positive change, both for individuals and for Bangladesh’s broader development.

As we mark International Migrants Day, IOM remains dedicated to advancing sustainable migration
solutions that promote human dignity, development, and global cooperation. We recognize that safe
and regular migration is not just a fundamental right for all individuals but also a cornerstone for
building resilient societies. As we look to the future, we reaffirm our commitment to supporting
Bangladesh’s journey toward achieving 2 migration system that is both inclusive and protective,
ensuring that migration remains a positive force for individuals, families, and communities in
Bangladesh and beyond.
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