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Newsbrief

Chiel'AcJviser Prolessor Muhammad Yunus yesterday left Italy for home a day after joining the funeral trass o1'Pope

I:r'arrcis at St. l)eter's Square irr Vatican City. Chief Adviser's Press Sccretary Shafiqul Alarr conflnred it.'l'hc Chief'

Aclvircr irllearl;, arrivecl in Dhaka in the early hours today.

Catholic Chr.rroh in tlangladesh will host an interl'aith dialogue ir-r Septenrber this year. Cardinal Geolge.lacot-r
l(ooval<ad, r,r,ho is thc Vatican Prefect ol'the Dicastery for Interreligious Dialogue, tnade the announcement rvhcn hc

callcci orr Ilanglaclesh Chief Adviser Professor Muhammad Yunus at his hotel in lLorne the day bef'ore yesterday,

l)rrling llre rnceling, Prof'essor Yunus slressecl tlre neecl lbr continued dialogLre alnong people of diffcrcnt fhiths in

I iitng.lrtiicslt.

Clucl'Aciliscl l)r'ofcssor Muhaururad Yunus and Uruguay lroreign Mirrister Mario Lubetl<in expressed their intcrest iri
enhancing cooperation between Latin America and Asia in a meeting. 'fhe aspiration came as Mario LLrbetkin callcd
on l)rofessor Yunus at his hotel in Rome the day before yesterday, shorlly after the Chief Adviser attendecl tlte {irnelal
mass oll)ope lrrarrcis. Dr"rringtheir meeting, both leaders errgaged in discussions on issues of mutual interest, lbcrrsing

on thc currcnt global trac1e situation and the need to bridge cooperation between Latirr America and Asia.

Silvano Maria '[-on'rasi, Cardinal of the IIoly Rorlan Church, called on []angladesh Chiel Adviscr Professor

Muhaurrnad Yunus at his hotel in Italy the clay before yesterday. Tlie Bangladesh Chief Adviser.joinecl tlrc ltrncral
rtrass of Pope Francis held at St. Petcr's Square in Vatican City. Ahead olthe funeral and after the servicc. thc Chicf'
.Adviscr cxchangccl greetings with some of thc world leaders.

lrorcigu Al'lirirs Aclviser Md. -fouhici Ilossain said, 13angladosh lavors a pcacel'r"rl resolution to the Inclia-l)al<istan

rcnsions ovcr I(ashmir, eurphasizing dialogue and diplomacy as the lneans to ensr,tt'e peace and stability across SoLttlr

Asia. l'he Aclviscr tolcl reporters at the F-oreign Ministry yesterday. 'llre lroreign Adviser claimed that llarrglaclcsh

cn.ioys strong bilatcr:al ties with lroth India and Pal<istar-r. The Adviser said, l]arrgladesh would bring bacl< any ol'its
nalionals dctained in Inclia. but veriflcation is requirecl to confirtr their crtizerrslrip.

Considcring cuvirlnrncrrtal conccrus. llre govcrnrrent has decidcd to sr-rspcncl the lezrsirrg process of l7 stonc qLtat't'ics

oLrt ol'51 in the country. No Ieases rvill bc given fbr quarries that are under coutl injunctions or located within cleclarcd

Ircologically Critical Areas (ECA). This decision was taken yesterday at a tneeting held at the conference roolu ol'the
Ministrl, o['Power, Ilrrergy and Mineral Resources with Adviser Muhanrnrad Faozul I(abir Khan in the chair.

lrrrvirorrntelrt. Forcst and Climate Change Adviser Syeda Rizwana Hasan and FIome Adviser l,ietttenant Gencral
(l{ctd.) Mcl..lahangir Alam ChowdhLrry were also present. Additionally, 10 preserve natural beauty', the leasing

activitics in tltc Bhulagonj, Utlrachaora, Ratanpur, Bichanakarrdi, and Lovachora stone cluarries of,Sylhet districl r,r,ill

also lcrnain si,rspendcd.
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Worncr.r and Chilclreu Affairs ancl Social Welfare Adviser Sharmeen S MLrrshid said, domestic r'vorhcrs'righls a|c

romained unprotected withil the country's socio-economic fi"amework due to their lack o1'educational opporlrrnities.
-l-5e Adviser made these remarks while aclclressing 'Policy DialogLre for the Protection of Domestic Worl<crs atrcl

lpprovenept of I-ivi19 Standards' as the chief guest, organized by Campaign l'or PopLrlar EdLrcation (CAMPII) at

CIi{DAp aLrditorium, *la u ptn hanclout yesterday. The Adviser also observed donrestic worltcrs are dcprii'cd ol- lair

opportunitics and {acilities due to the non-irnplementation of the Domestic Workers Welfare t'}olicy 2015'

'l'hc lllecliop Comrnission pLrblished a gazetre declaring Mohaurmad lshracpre llossain, BNP's candiclate dLrring thc

2020 city corporation election, as the Mayor of Dhaka South City Corporation. Commission Seuior Secretary Al<lrtar

Ahrried confirmed the infbrmation yesterday.

National Consensus Commission Vice-Chairman Professor Ali Riaz said, united eflbrts of'the pcople havc lbrccci tlrc

lascisr.liovernmeut to flee the country. Professor Ali Riaz made the relrrarl<s at the beginning olthe cliscussiort of'tltc

corprnissi6p with the Gono Shor,ghoti Andolon at the LD Hall o1'the jatiya Sarrgsad Bhaban, said a PID lranclorrt

.vcsterclalr.'l'he discussion was atleudecl by a l0-member delegation led by it's chief coordinator Jonayed Saki.

'l'hc Mipistry of Law, Justice and Parliarnentary Affairs and the Ministry of Home Affairs, witliin the next couple o1'

rJay,s, will start pLrblishing on website the tist of politically motivated cases recommended by a rlinistry-lcvcl

coirmittee fbr withdrawal. Law, Justice and Parliarnentary Affairs Ministry spokesperson Dr. Md Rezaul l(arim told

reporters yesterday. presided over by I-aw, Justice ancl Parliamentary A1'lairs Adviser Dr. Asif Nazrttl, the trrectirtg

deciriecJ to withdraw 517 more such cases. The committee in last four t.nouths proposed to withdraw a total ol'It.Bi2

politically ttrotivated cases l'ileci ibr harassment.

A court in Dhaka yesterclay issued an arrest warrant thror.rgh lnterpol against Sairna Wazed, daughter oF cx ['ritrc

Mirister Sheikh Hasina, in a case loclged over alleged corruption in 1O-katha-plot allocation in Purbachal New'l'orvtr.

.lLrdgc IVld. Zakir Hossail of Dhaka Metropolitan Senior Special .ludge's Court passcd the order lbllor'r'irrg arr

ilpplication placed by the Anti-Corrr-rption Commission. Earlier, the sar.ne court issued al'rest warrants against I8

i,idiridi,uls, ipclLrding Sheikh Flasina and Saima Wazed, in connection with the case over lraud in Purbaclr.ri plot

allocatior-r orr April 10.

[3anglaclesh's foreign exchange reserves stood at US$26.79 billion, according to a press release of Bangladcsh l]ank

yesterclal,.
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