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PAKISTAN OBSERVER
14th May1954

Ten More Members For East Bengal Cabinet
Swearing In Ceremony On Saturday

Chief Minister Mr. Fazlul Huq submitted a list of ten names to the
Governor of East Pakistan, Choudhury Khaliquzzaman, yesterday
(Thursday) evening for inclusion in his Cabinet, reports APP.

The new ministers will be sworn in on Saturday morning. The
strength of his Cabinet would thus be raised to fourteen.

Six more Ministers would be added later on according to
knowledgeable sources. This ‘third instalment’ is expected to
include two non-Muslims.

A Press Note issued here yesterday night from the Government House
said: “Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq, Chief Minister of East Bengal, again met
the Governor today and was with him for about half an hour.

He has submitted a further list of names for inclusion in his Cabinet
consisting of the following: (1) Mr. Ataur Rahman Khan, (2) Mr.
Yusuf Ali Chowdhury, (3) Mr. Abdus Salam Khan, (4) Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, (5) Mr. Syed Moazzemuddin Hossain, (6) Mr.
Abul Mansoor Ahmed, (7) Mr. Hashemuddin Ahmed, (8) Mr.
Kafiluddin Ahmed Chowdhury, (9) Mr. Razzakul Hayder
Choudhury, and (10) Mr. Abdul Latif Biswas.

0

SWORNING IN ON SATURDAY

These gentlemen will be sworn in as Ministers in the East Bengal
Cabinet at a ceremony to be held at the Government house on
Saturday at 10-30 a.m.

All the new members, except Mr. Moazzemuddin Hussain, called
on Mr. Fazlul Huq, soon after his return from the Government
House.

Addressing them Mr. Fazlul Huq expressed satisfaction at the
unanimity among various parties on the expansion of his Cabinet.
He hoped that all would work together in the greater interest of
Pakistan.

He expressed his determination to maintain the unity of the United
Front Party.
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PAKISTAN OBSERVER
16th May 1954

New Ministers Sworn In

Ten more Ministers were sworn in this morning at the Government
House, bringing the strength of the East Bengal Cabinet to 14.
CEREMONY held at Darbar Hall of the Governor Minister Mr.
A K. Fazlul Hugq.

A large members of persons including members of the diplomatic
corps, High Court Judges, prominent Citizens, MLAs and high
officials were present on the occasion.

Oath of office and secret were administered by the Governor of
East Pakistan, Choudhury Khaliquzzaman to the new Ministers.

A large crowd hailed the Ministers outside the gate of the
Government House as they came out.

The following are the new ministers:-

Mr. Ataur Rahman Khan, Mr. Yusuf Ali Choudhury (Mohan Mian),
Mr. Abdus Salam Khan, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, Syed
Moazzumuddin Hussain (a former Minister of undivided Bengal),
Mr. Abul Mansur Ahmed, Mr. Hashemuddin Ahmed, Mr.
Kafiluddin Ahmed Choudhury, Mr. Razzakul Hyder Choudhury
and Mr. Abdul Latif Biswas.

Mr. Mujibur Rahman was stated to be the youngest member (thirty
three) of the Cabinet whom Mr. Fazlul Huq yesterday described as
his “grandson.” -APP.
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PAKISTAN OBSERVER
23rd May 1954

4 MINISTERS LEAVE FOR KARACHI

(By A Staff Reporter)

Four East Bengal Ministers left for Karachi yesterday (Saturday).
They are likely to stay in the Federal Capital for about 4 days and
discuss matters relating their respective departments with the
Central Govt.

The party comprises of Mr. Ataur Rahman, Mr. Yusuf Ali
Chowdhury, Mr. Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and Mr. Ashrafuddin
Ahmed Chowdhury. All but the last mentioned Minister went for
the first time to the Federal Capital since their assumption of office.

QY



PAKISTAN OBSERVER
17th June 1954

CASE FILED AGAINST SHEIKH MUJIBAR

(By A Staff Reporter)
Police submitted charge-sheet on Tuesday against Sheikh Mujibar
Rahman, General Secretary, East Pakistan Awami League and a
former cabinet-colleague of the ex-Chief Minister of East Bengal
Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq and 10 others for their alleged complicity in
the Central Jail disturbances.
It may be recalled here that Sheikh Mujibar Rahman was arrested
the very day on which the United Front Ministry was deposed and
Governor’s Rule was promulgated in the province. He is now under
detention in the Dacca Central Jail.
Sheikh Mujib, now, would stand trial in the court of Mr. A.
Rahman, magistrate, First Class-where the case has been instituted
against him and 10 others Under sections 147, 148, 149, 326 and
395 P.P.C. added to Section 7/3 Safety Ordinance.

PAKISTAN OBSERVER
18th June 1954

Dist. Judge May Be Moved
for Mujib’s Bail

(By A Staff Reporter)
Bail petition for the release of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, an ex-min-
ister in the deposed Hug-cabinet and now an under-trial in Central
Jail disturbance case, is expected to be moved to-day (Friday)
before the District Sessions Judge.
It may be mentioned here that a similar petition was rejected by the
S.D.O. (South).

PAKISTAN OBSERVER
19th June 1954

Fresh Bail Petition
for Sk. Mujib

(By A Staff Reporter)

A fresh bail petition for Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, Ex-Minister, was
moved in the Court of the Sessions Judge yesterday (Friday) by Mr.
Ataur Rahman Khan, advocate and a colleague of the detenu in the
dismissed United Front Government.

The next date of hearing has been fixed for June 24. Bail petition of
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was earlier rejected by the S.D.O. (South).
A.P.P. adds:-

The police has chargesheeted Mr. Mujibur Rahman and ten others

R4

for alleged complicity in a recent clash between Dacca Central Jail
warders and a crowed. Six out of 11 persons are still absconding
and warrants, proclamation and attachment orders against them
have been issued by the Sub-Divisional Officer, Dacca South.

The date of hearing for this case has been fixed for June 26.

PAKISTAN OBSERVER
25th June 1954

Judgment On Mujibur’s
Bail petition Today

The bail petition for Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, ex-Minister of the
United Front Party, was moved yesterday in the court of the District
and Sessions Judge, Dacca.

The judgement was kept reserved for today (Friday).

Mr. Ataur Rahman, ex-Minister of the United Front Party moved a
bail petition for Mr. Rahman in the court of the SDO (South) on
June 14, which was rejected.-APP
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PAKISTAN OBSERVER
25th July1954

SHEIKH MUJIB’S CASE

(By a Staff reporter)
Sk. Mujibur Rahman, Ex-Minister, arrested for alleged complicity
in the Dacca Central jail Disturbances, was produced yesterday
(Saturday) before the SDO (South). The Court sat in the jail
premises. The next date of hearing is July 31.
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PAKISTAN OBSERVER
28th September 1954

Trial of Mujibar
Resumes To-morrow

The trial of Mr. Sheikh Mujibar Rahman, ex-Minister of deposed
Fazlul Huq Cabinet and General Secretary of the East Pakistan
Awami league who has been charge-sheeted under various sections
of the P. P. C. in connection with the Dacca Central jail gate firing
incident, will resume to-morrow (Wednesday) in the court of Mr.
Fazle Rabbi, magistrate 18t Class, Dacca. It may be mentioned in
this connection that Mr. Rahman was arrested on May 30 last. Mr.
Abdus Salam khan, Mr. Ataur Rahman Khan, ex-Ministers of the
deposed Fazlul Huq Cabinet will defend Mr. Rahman aided by Mr.
Kamaruddin Ahmed, Mr. Zahiruddin and Mr. Abdul Hakim Miah.
Witnesses are expected to be examined to-morrow.
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PAKISTAN OBSERVER
14th October 1954

Mujibur To Appear
Before Court On Nov. 25

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman ex-Minister of Fazlul Huq cabinet who
was to be produced for hearing before, A. H. M. Fazele Rabbi,
Magistrate, first class, Dacca, today will now appear before the
Magistrate on November 25.

The case was not taken up today. Mr. Mujibur Rahman was
arrested in connection with alleged complicity in the clash between
jail warders and the public, in front of the Dacca central jail on May
6 last.

Earlier two police witnesses were examined by the court on
September 29. -APP
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PAKISTAN OBSERVER
26th November 1954

Case Against Mujibar
3 More Granted Bail

Mr. A. B, M. Fazle Rabbi, Magistrate, first class, Dacca, granted
bail for rupees 5,000 each with one surety to Feroz, Serajuddin and
Abdul Haque while produced before the court here today.

They were arrested by the police on alleged complicity of rioting in
front of the Dacca Central jail in May last.

Sheikh Mujibar Rahman ex-Minister of the Fazlul Huq Cabinet,
who was also arrested in this connection was granted bail earlier, by
the District Sessions, Judge, Dacca, but he continues to be detained
under the Public Safety Ordinance.

Three more police witnesses who were deputed to execute the
warrant of arrest against three persons informed the court that the
accused were absconding.

The three persons who were granted bail today will, however,
continue to remain in ‘hajat’ till their personal sureties are tested by
the police.

The next date for hearing was fixed on January 11 next year.

Mr. Mazhar Hossain, Public Prosecutor appeared for the Crown.
Mr. Ataur Rahman Khan, Mr. Azizel Huq, ex-Ministers appeared
for the defense. -APP.

PAKISTAN OBSERVER
19th December 1954

SHEIKH MUJIB RELEASED

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, former minister of the United Front Party
was released yesterday (Saturday).
Mr. Rahman who was arrested on May 30 last was detained under
the East Bengal Safety Ordinance.
A Press Note Issued yesterday said, “An application was submitted
to the Government today on behalf of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,

0

detenue under the East Bengal Public Safety Ordinance in which it
was stated that the father of the detenue is very seriously ill.

“The Government after careful consideration of the application and
the full facts of the case have decided to release Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman on compassionate grounds. Orders have been issued to
release the detenue forthwith.” -APP.
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PAKISTAN OBSERVER
12th January 1955

Case Against Mujibar Rahman Adjourned

The case of alleged jail rioting against Sheikh Mujibar Rahman,
Ex-Minister of the deposed Fazlul Huq Cabinet and three others,
which was taken up by Mr. A.B.M. Fazle Rabbi, Magistrate, First
Class yesterday (Tuesday) was adjourned till January 15 after a
brief hearing.

The court examined one prosecution witness Khursiduddin
Bhuyan, Sub-Inspector of Police, who informed the court that
another accused involved in the case against whom a warrant of
arrest and proclamation order was issued was absconding.

Out of 28 prosecution witnesses .. six witnesses have so far been
examined by the rourt. — APP.

PAKISTAN OBSERVER
16th January 1955

Mujib Denies Report On Bhashani

(By A Staff Reporter)
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, General Secretary of the East Pakistan
Awami Muslim League, in a statement to the press issued on
Saturday, denied that any top-ranking leader of the Awami League
had received any communication from Maulana Bhasani from
Calcutta, about which information was published in the local papers.
In a personal telephonic conversation which he had with the Maulana,
the statement adds, the Maulana stated that he had “no touch with East
Bengal politics and knew nothing what had been happening here in
the political field.” He also denied having expressed any views that
anybody was trying to disrupt East Bengal politics.
The Maulana, it was further stated, showed his anxiety to meet Mr.
Suhrawardy and discuss with him all the facts before he could
pronounce his views about the political situation here.
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman also states concerning another report of a
local Bengali daily that it was aimed at creating mischief in the rank
of the Awami League, as there was no question of any differences
between Maulana Bhasani and Mr. Suhrawady which was proved
by the anxiety of the Maulana to meet Mr. Suhrawardy.
Another report of the same Bengali daily published under the
caption: “Awami League cuts off all connections with All party
workers; Camps” was also stated to be not only false but done with
the “ulterior motive to mislead the public.”
There never was any closed door meeting on the 17th or any other
day. The Workers’ Platform was not a political organisation, but it
worked as a watch dog of the 21- point programme because it was
committed and pledged to the people, adds the statement.

e

PAKISTAN OBSERVER
25th January 1955

City Awami League W. C. Meets

(By A Staff Reporter)
An emergent meeting of the Working Committee of the Dacca City
Awami Muslim League held on Saturday gave a vote of confidence
in the leadership of Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy and Maulana Abdul
Hameed Khan Bhasani, and demaned the release of all political
prisoners.
By a resolution, the Working Committee placed on record their
appreciation of the services to the nation rendered by Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, General Secretary of the East Pakistan Awami
Muslim League, and Mr. Yar Mohammad Khan Treasurer.
The Working Committee expelled Mr. Shaukat Ali, a member of the
Dacca City Awami Muslim League Council, from the League’ for a
period of 5 years as a disciplinary measure.
A sub-committee of 9 members was formed vested with all powers
for organising the Awami League and taking up relevant matters as
it comes up for disposal.

PAKISTAN OBSERVER
28th January 1955

Condemned by Ataur Rahman & Mujib

(By A Staff Reporter)
Mr. Ataur Rahman Khan and Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,
Vice-President and General Secretary of the Awami Muslim League
in a joint statement have condemned the order of the Government
of East Pakistan, banning all meetings and processions from
February 1 onward.
During the last two years, it is stated, a record of peace and order
has been established “to the amazement of the authorities” and on
these grounds the order was indefensible for the maintenance of
law and order.
"The occasion is a sacred one’, says the statement, referring to the
“Martyr’s Day” on February 21, “and is observed with due
solemnity and not for the expression of wrath or indignation, and as
such the question of peace and order is wholly irrelevant,
especially when the Muslim League Government which was
responsible for the tragedy is no more in existence.”
The statement accuses the Government to have issued the order
only ‘to outrage the feelings of the people, as well as to exhibit the
powers of the bureaucracy.”
The Government has been requested to carefully consider the
situation and revise the decision.
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PAKISTAN OBSERVER
15th February 1955

Arrest of Student Leaders
Protest by Awami Leaguers

(By A Staff Reporter)
Mr. Ataur Rahman Khan and Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, Vice-
president and General Secretary of the East Pakistan Awami
Muslim League, have in a joint statement protested against the sud-
den arrest of “student leaders and Awami League workers” in
Dacca and Narayanganj.
They state that the “peaceful atmosphere prevailing in the
province” did not warrant such drastic action, and condemn the
“high-handed repression” demanding immediate release of the
arrested persons.
“It is a matter of deep regret.” says the statement “that these
respectable citizens are arrested and treated like ordinary prisoners
without being given any class. We urge upon the Government to
pass immediate orders to grade them as Class I prisoners till their
release.”

Pakistan Observer
3rd March 1955

Shaikh Mujibar’s Case
5 PWs cross-examined

(By A Staff Reporter)

Five more prosecution witnesses were cross-examined by the
defence counsel in the court of Mr. Fazle Rabbi, Magistrate, First
Class, Dacca, when the hearing of the Dacca Central Jail rioting
case was resumed yesterday (Wednesday).

Of the eleven persons who are involved in the case. Mr. Shaikh
Mujibar Rahman, ex-Minister of East Bengal and three others are
on trial while seven accused persons are still said to be absconding.
Al together 11 prosecution witnesses have hitherto been examined.
Mr. Ataur Rahman Khan, Advocate, appeared for the defence,
while Mr. Mazhar Hasnain Advocate appeared on behalf of the
Crown.

Pakistan Observer
4th March 1955

Sk. Mujibar’s Case

(By A Staff Reporter)
Seven more prosecution witnesses were cross-examined by the
defence counsel in the court of Mr. Fazle Rabbi, Magistrate, First
Class, Dacca, on the second day of the hearing of the Dacca Central

vq

Jail rioting case yesterday (Thursday).

It will be recalled that the hearing was resumed on March 2, when
5 prosecution witnesses were cross-examined.

Mr. Shaikh Mujibar Rahman, ex-Minister of the deposed Fazlul
Huq Cabinet, is one of the 11 persons who are involved in this case.
The hearing will continue for 7 days, it is learnt.

Mr. Ataur Rahman Khan, Advocate, appeared for the defence and
Mr. Mazhar Hasnain, Advocate, appeared on behalf of the Crown.
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Pakistan Observer
13th March 1955
Awami League Leaders Leave for Calcutta

Mr. Ataur Rahman Khan and Mr. Mujibar Rahman, Vice-President
and General Secreary of the East Pakistan Awami Muslim League,
respectively, left here yesterday morning for Calcutta to have
discussions with Moulana Abdul Hamid Khan Bhashani, President
of the Provincial Awami League.

The Awami League leaders will return to Dacca today.

Pakistan Observer
14th March 1955

Awami League Should Remain
In U. F.: Bhashani’s Directive

(By A Staff Reporter)
Moulana Abdul Hamid Khan Bhashani, President of East Pakistan
Awami League, who is presently putting up at Tower Hotel,
Calcutta, had suggested to Mr. Ataur Rahman Khan and Sheikh
Mujibar Rahman, who had returned yesterday from Calcutta after
having a detailed discussion with the Moulana, that the Awami
League should remain within the Joint Front Party, but whether or

b



not it would join the Cabinet would depend on the person who
would head the Ministry, it is gathered.

... Moulana Bhashani, who is now in Calcutta, is awaiting a
message from Mr. H.S. Suhrawardy prior to his departure for new
Delhi. He is expecting a telegram from Karachi after Mr. Sheikh
Mujibar Rahman, General Secretary of the East Pakistan Awami
League, who returned from Calcutta yesterday and immediatly left
for Karachi, had reached the Federal Capital.

WITHDRAWL OF SEC, 92-A

Meanwhile , Mr,Yusuf Ali Choudhury and MR. Ashrafuddin
Choudhury had returned from Karachi yesterday after a 6-day stay
at the Federal Capital. Both of them expressed their firm conviction
that 92 —A Rule is sure to be withdrawn after Prime Minister,
Mr.Mohammed Ali, visits the Province on March 15 and that Mr.
Fazlul Huq is sure to head the Cabinet. According to them, the
Prime Minister is likly to suggest to the Awami League to join the
Ministry to be Headed by Mr.Fazlul Hugq.

Pakistan Observer
14th March 1955

Awami League Leaders Leave for Calcutta

Mr. Ataur Rahman Khan and Mr. Mujibar Rahman, Vice-President
and General Secretary of the East Pakistan Awami Muslim League,
respectively, left here yesterday morning for Calcutta to have
discussions with Moulana Abdul Hamid Khan Bhashani, President
of the Provincial Awami League.

The Awami League leaders will return to Dacca today.
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Pakistan Observer
27th March 1955

4 Awami Leaguers Leave for Karachi

(By A Staff Reporter)

Messrs Ataur Rahman Khan and Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, Vice-
President and General Secretary, respectively, of the East Pakistan
Awami Muslim League, accompanied by two other Awami League
MLAs, Messrs Abul Mansoor Ahmed and Moslem Ali Mollah, left
for Karachi yesterday (Friday) by PIA on receipt of two
telegraphic summons from Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy.

In the morning both Mr. Ataur Rahman Khan and Mr. Mujibur
Rahman had telephonic discussion with Moulana Bhashani,
President of the Provincial Awami Muslim League, who assented to
their Karachi trip and informed them that he had already written to
Mr. Suhrawardy to do whatever was required for establishing
Democracy in Pakistan and for her safety.

7z
90T D Svee

FADICS FKAE WA (97

(SIS BT ST 230)

290 WM |- TAIF SAToeq F7T, (1Y Jea T2 @ SAGH FAco
S IEPEGH (TSl TSA@ OF ARIMS AFIHICH TGAMT ST
W A SR, TR QT *RW IR 8 THIF @, (F, FOfe
- K AT @3 forem @ors A%q @I e o
AR G (F JH A AfFTer 19 S, oiF @3 W@
feRolteld eRBIT B |

SIS A @O IE (@, SIREAT R (EHIEE TG (N
R Aoty @2 (03 SPIt AT A | (58 g=mar s=i
CIRAW ST ooty A& 7 |

80



SNSAT Arf (TSl TSR (X, TR FEEe ZhCE M o2l T T
SSIEH FRAMCE K AFBIT NS &t WfFoTST 107 FRCS I 27,
O SIS A (TSI BIS APATSHET FACOT ST WA
sl ST T | SIRIRT 9 TRt i *Peifas FHreaity
(2T AR, TR AT TN FTIFACE AL FIAES @R
TERCE AT AT «F TG g IS € *PTeT
QEIRCR AT IR FRCIA |

SNSAT APl (Tt 3218 IRTCSTRA (@, 7IF ATV (T 712 FISA
ZTF T (S, AR [IF AR TGN T SrRifeeeed s
FRET | SIRET AR TR THE L I I @ effsepfe
friferes, o TR ¥ @, TPfs 4ENar S=F (IR S 2&
AT ITFEF T T NLT 93 A A (F, TAI FOEIeT 252
A2 AfFrer M7 IRE | 78 947 AW IR T G2FA 75 Reger
T @, TR A NFAS! I FHCE, O AT A @ G
TSI FZHNS SEHASI MAHF TN AL w1 FRE | 9F Wl
T R | W GF W TS 7P R, S TR 2F Wi FUNS
=AY PSR 71 | G 2o TR I (F, IM el (e T
SR SISHN A TR MG 28R, Tedl FH AT 7efeza
*T2 BleTce AT |

(B &7, 7K ARV AeAres fFHEfe TF 9iqs &9 gos
Prale 27 «1g |

Teifes i
NG R Ve

% RIS AT T 07 T g G&F
T LIA YA QST IR

NI (SR Tl ST T IR AE 4T LT FITF W
Y@ AR IEACRA | A 41 AEcorr AT TS «F TG
NI AT QAT T (I AT e =71 | 5g o onfF@Ieg ety
IHCH QAT SfTHTS! FIfbe o |

A G, S SfEres AT ATt e euae ¢ (R
QAT AT GTAC QB TG LA 19+ 23T AT | OF L0 LI,
AFST AT Qe Ferees 17T @R @I TFr AT Fe
BITIZTE, (I eqasar AR 7 | N2 @F A_0F AF, qear
OFE AFCI, G Tl AT ANE AT LYTIAN 230 ATET |

@ (o (o1 AP HA1fFBITTa F2AT | 58 27 NPV @ & 223 ©f Qe
eI FECoTR A | SfF ARSI Tl ~AF5w AT o v 77 |
QI @6 oo SIET Tt Sitg | @y T 23 QT 12 TSN
@M v Ay o fyfy s o @ens wfEg A% o=

85

T | € TS 393 (TP ST AACABIAN WeTd TS A9 230
@ [T SNFOT GRS 98 A SR | (Nf{oa T @feiest cera
Qfota IfeTCe3 27 TEE AT ANLFIANNR T AKE | @ e
Ao J7eT TN O Foul Tere SeEHd ¥ et o A
SRTRCAITST SRR AT QTR FT AT AT Iferan e 27 |
O (TS T SISTe TN @ (<Y N T2 A< FiifRcet=
TR CIRANSTMT ST (ST (S S92 (FFAT S FHE OIId
FRICEE (Y RS IS THY Q@A | OF & e -
RIS @ JFAE FTHT T T3 | OO TF AT FAR IR
qEfbe 23retz | AF AR ARACIBR TSR IR (FTHRS
TS 2T 2T |

TR AT FE FAceTNE fef s (TaRTe ¥ @ AF
@SB AT HPCO2 230F | OTF! Q4T O WTIZANR (&, FACSTHA
efsfafy T @3 53(F) dorF W2 13 ey @ wiche
2ZCO(Z | AT SR A (TeqW fE Q47 Feeger Fe Afs
IO I ACATSIT Qe IR | AW 23 AR e @1
23TO(R (@, O YYANAY M 28 IO elfSfafy A=
SN SASART AT e ¢o B16 e 2307 | @ IFT 46T ATATT
TF AR (Tory =4 ~E S WAy 2o 22T A1 |

e
891 Gt spee

(SSHTA ST ST 2309)
Q3 @l |- K AR & ARACTOR T IMEd BB L
23 TR SSIST FZA, T G T2 8 SIS Ao SI1y
(TSI B SIRG FACOCZH | T @ (F TS 2F, (T R
S S VECE AW AR SIS Al S FA R A IS
(TR (TEFW 8 (FY N SRS SAFT FIAT FIACS AT 712 |

T TR (X, JeRpcod weefe [y wee Wody (i TS = genr
@ FIH AT *PTAR e e | Sy T2 '3Te Al
e @, «F5w AR 2ra 1 26T AT G TN AFHF ARG
RIS AT *PTFSR Q7 1 T T K A Ao
T ARG (I B TTE AT | SHAmE ARSI i
MZE I (T, SRR 2SR APV Ao =T 2308 9F
ZTG ¢ Tl HPToT eigfe s wwpsd Fie Af=AR |

8



PAKISTAN OBSERVER
Sth April 1955

Mission To Karachi Bears No Fruit

(By A Staff Reporter)
Mr. Yousuf Ali Choudhury of the Krishak Sramik Party returned
yesterday from Karachi. On Sunday Mr. Ataur Rahman Khan, Mr.
Mujibar Rahman and Mr. Abul Mansur Ahmed also returned. All
indications are that the mission of neither of the two groups was
successful. The Central Government there is reported to be anxious
to set the One Unit Scheme of West Pakistan going and get through
their constitutional proposals through a convention, the mode of
constituting which is now under discussion. The question of
restoration of Parliamentary Government in the province has fallen
into the background, principally owing to the opposition of some of
the Ministers of the Central Government.
Meanwhile, Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq, who has called a Parliamentary
meeting on the 10! has also announced a public meeting to
discuss the constitutional problem and the necessity for proper
representation of East Pakistan in the set-ups. He has also called
upon the public to hold similar meetings throughout the province
on the same day.
Protest Day Called
Mr. Mujibar Rahman, on the other hand, issued a Press statement
yesterday, callhng upon the people to observe “A Protest Day” on
Friday the 15™ of April. He has directed Awami League Units to
hold public meetings for withdrawing the ‘ban’ on Maulana
Bhashani, restoration of popular government and release of
political prisoners. He has accused “some Muslim League cliques
in the Centre as well as some interested persons in the province
(who) are putting all obstacles and impediments against the
withdraw of ban on Maulana Bhashani.”
Salam Khan’s Statement
Another statement was issued by Mr. Abdus Salam Khan,
explaining his and 33 others Awami Leaguers’ position who
opposed no-confidence motion against Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq. He
criticised the Working Committee of Awami Muslim League for
proposing action against him and his friends, and said that the
Working Committee not justified in issuing a directive in regard to
the no-confidence motion : First, because Mr. Mujibar Rahman,
General Secretary of the Awami League, had all along been saying
that the motion would not be moved on a party basis. Secondly,
because the United Front Party came into being before the
elections, which were not fought as members of any constituent
party but as members of United Front as a whole. Thirdly, because
they had felt that in view of the unsympathetic attitude of the
Central Government, united and concerted actions were necessary
and differences were required to be held in check.
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Pakistan Observer
7th April 1955

Sheikh Mujib Acquitted in
Jail Gate Rioting Case

(By A Staff Reporter)
“A prima facio case under Sec, 7(3) of East Bengal Public Safety
Ordinance, 147/148/448/326/427/395 and 149 PPC, has not been
made out against any one of the accused persons, and they are
discharged under Sec. 209(1) Cr. PC.,” observed Mr. Fazle Rabbi,
Magistrate, 15t Class, in his judgement yesterday (Wednesday) on
the Dacca Central Jail Gate Rioting Case against Sk. Mujibar
Rahman and 10 others.
Delivering the judgement before an anxious crowd, the learned
judge pointed to a series of gross mistakes in the First Information
Report (Ex-22) which had started the case and was lodged by the
Superintendent of the Jail. The case started by an earlier F.I.R. of
the same day was also disposed of in the judgement.
The first mistake was the date which was mentioned as May 6
though the incident had taken place on May 7. Oversight was
offered as an explanation of the mistake. But, the judge observed, it
was “curious” that both the typist and the Superintendent should
have overlooked the flaw.
The second “significant” mistake was the word— “this”, instead of
“last” which would have been appropriate, as it occurs in the F. L.
R. when the author refers to the previous F. I. R. The first F. I. R.
was lodged at 2 or 2:30 am and the second was lodged at 3:40 am
with the Investigating Officer, who was the prosecution witness No.
31
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The judge observed that the second F. I. R. seems to have been
drawn up with much diffidence by the Superintendent of the Jail,
possibly in an attempt to mitigate the circumstances which caused
the first F. I. R. Therefore, it seems, observed the learned judge, that
the F. I. R. was brought into existence on May 6, though the
incident was to take place on the next day.

Further, the two F. I. Rs varied completely in their versions and
none of the Ministers, MLAs and high officials who were present
after the trouble started were cited as witnesses. The Jail
Superintendent preferred to confine his list of witnesses to the Jail
officials and employees.

Two of these high officials, the Inspector-General of Prisons and
the Superintendent of the Jail, could name none of the accused
persons, excepting Saidul Huq, as associated with any
incriminating act. It also took these officers about a fortnight to
establish the real cause of firing.

“It is very difficult to conceive things like this, specially when
Ministers and high officials were present” remarked the learned
judge on the charge that Sk. Mujibur Rahman had shouted and
incited the crowd for a length of time which had been given from
ten minutes to two hours. The accused, according to the Magistrate,
should have been apprehended there and then.

Further, in the evidence of the Prosecution witness No. 15, who had
turned hostile to the prosecution, Sk. Mujibur Rahman instead of
‘inciting’ the mob was acting as a “peace-maker”.

Finally in the evidence against Mohammad Mia, who gave his
name as Md. Abdul Huq “not an iota of truth” was found.

The Incident

It will be recalled that the Jail Police opened fire on the evening of
May 7, 1954 following an altercation between a jail warder and a
panbidi shop-owner at Chakbazar. The warder was reported to be in
the habit of making purchases at the shop on credit. A crowd soon
gathered before the Jail gate demanding the injured persons who
had been taken inside the jail. Later in the night the Jail police again
opened fire on the alleged threatening behaviour of the crowd, in all
killing one boy and injuring about 60 persons.

The charge-sheets of the cases were submitted by the police on June
15, 1954, against Sk. Mujibur Rahman, General Secretary,
Provincial Awami League and a member of the deposed U. F.
Cabinet, and 10 others.

No witnesses on behalf of the defence were produced yesterday.
Mr. Mozhar Hossain, Advocate, appeared for the prosecution while
Mr. Ataur Rahman Khan, Advocate, assisted by Messrs.
Zamiruddin, Zahiruddin and Kamruddin appeared for the defence.
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PAKISTAN OBSERVER
24th April 1955

U. F. PARTY DISSOCIATES
WITH SUHRAWARDY
Ataur Rahman and Sheikh Mujib Suspended

(By A Staff Reporter)
The United Front Parliamentary Party at its meeting at the
residence of Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq on Friday has in a resolution
made an end to all connection with Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, the
Central Law Minister and Awami League chief.
The meeting has also set up an Organising Committee of 61
members with Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huqg, as Chairman to organise
public opinion throughtout the province on the basis of the 21-point
programme.
The meeting has also called upon Messrs Ataur Rahman, Sheikh
Mujibar Rahman and Abul Mansur Ahmed (all are Awami League
MLAs in the Front) to show cause why they should not be expelled
from the U. F. Parliamentary Party.

RESOLUTIONS

The United Front Party, after fully reviewing the political situation
in the country, specially with regard to East Bengal since the
imposition of Section 92-A regime, Vis-a-vis the statements,
speeches and action of Mr. Suhrawardy, one of the leaders of the
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Party, and after fully considering his Press statements to the effect,
immediately after being sworn in as a Central Minister without any
consultation or reference to the U. F. Party or that there was no
“hurry” for withdrawing 92-A rule from East Bengal, that the U. F.
was a “conglomeration” of various parties, and many other
statements of his intimidating Martial Law in East Bengal, the Party
refused to accept his most “undemocratic” “Constituent
Convention” in its present form and structure, and also the part he
has been playing in the matter of imposition and lifting of Section 92-
A and many other such actions of his, is unanimously of
opinion that this Party disowns him and that he be asked not to utilise
the good name, and reputation of the Party for his own selfish ends.

CONSTITUTIONAL MEANS
In view of the Resolution rejecting the proposed Constituent
Convention as announced by the G.-G. as being totally unacceptable
to the people of East Bengal the meeting of the U. F. parliamentary
Party further resolved unanimously that all possible Constitutional
means be adopted to oppose the proposed Constituent Convention.

SUSPENSION

In another resolution U. F. Parliamentary Party had anxiously and
serious considered the charges brought against Messrs. Ataur
Rahman Khan, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and Abul Mansur Ahmed,
MLAs, ex-Minister’s belonging organisationally to the East
Pakistan Awami Muslim League, but elected as MLAs on the
United Front Party ticket and who had, during the last ten months
or so, by their various speeches, statements, utterances and
activities, been relentlessly carrying on a vigorous campaign in
order to effect disunity and disruption within the Party which is the
embodiment of the aspirations, wishes and sentiments of the people
of East Bengal.”

(1) Whereas the said members in an unholy alliance with Mr.
Suhrawardy to oust Mr. Fazlul Huq from Leadership of the Party,
by means fair or foul contra to the 21-point had deliberately and
intentionally, for their own selfish ends, brought about disuption
within the Party by initiating a futile vote of no-confidence against
the leader of the Party and created a handy excuse for the Central
Government to continue 92-A regime in East Bengal and (ii)
whereas even after the failure of that abortive and ill-timed
no-confidence motion which was turned down by an overwhelming
majority of the MLAs, present, these members instead of
submitting to the democratic decision of the majority went on
campaigning against the Party and Party decision, in blatant
violation of their honourable pledges and commitments they had
accepted and signed in the nomination papers in the name of the U.
F. Parliamentary Party and (iii) whereas these members went on
creating groups and factions within the Party and thus misleading
public opinion and betraying their cause and (iv) whereas these
members without any reference to the party went on hobnobbing
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and bargaining with the Centre over the head of the Leader thus
helping to create confusion and misunderstanding in the minds of
the people and in perpetusting 92-A rule in East Bengal and (v)
whereas these members have subscribed themselves to a resolution
of the Jinnah Awami League’s Working Committee held at Karachi
from 15t to 374 April, 1955, pledging support to a Constitution even
by an ordinance or Proclamation which is a colossal betrayal of the
fundamentals of democracy and the rule of Law and (vi) whereas
these members have again been hobnobbing and bargaining with
Mr.Suhrawardy and the Central Ministers to accept the proposed
Constituent Convention, against the decision of the United Front
Parliamentary Party and (vii) whereas some of these members
indulged in most abusive indecent and unparliamentary personal
attacks against the Leader and some members in public meetings
held at Dacca on 15.4.55, the meeting after fully analysing and
reviewing the position was unanimously of opinion that “they be
suspended from the United Front Parliamentary Party with
immediate effect and they should not, from now, utilise the good
name, reputation and credit of the Party, in any manner or in any
place whatsoever and they are directed to show cause within a
fortnight from the date of publication of this to the leader why they
will not be expelled from the party.”

The meeting adjourned till April 26.
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PAKISTAN OBSERVER
12th May 1955
SK. Mujibur Protests Mirza’s Statement

Mr. Sheikh Mujibur Rahman General Secretary, East Pakistan
Awami Muslim League, has issued to the Press the following note
of protest against the reported statement of Major-General Iskander
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Mirza as regards Moulana Abdul Hamid Khan Bhashani. “My
attention has been drawn to a news items selﬂled by the APP and
published in the several local dailies of the 1t May 1955 in which
Major-General Iskander Mirza was reported to have said in reply to
a question that General Mirza ‘still held his previous convictions
about the East Pakistan Awami Muslim League’s Chief, Moulana
Abdul Hamid Khan Bhashani, that he was a Communist and of a
different colour.”

“The reported news gave a rude shock to the entire populace of East
Pakistan. It is very unfortunate that a man of General Mirza’s
position and responsibility should make utterances which, instead
of contributing towards better understanding, accelerate the process
of further widening the gulf already in existence. Awami League is
a constitutional political organisation of the country wielding
greatest support at the moment of which Moulana Bhashani is the
accredited leader. I could only demand of General Mirza just to
refrain from making such unwarranted and baseless comments as
would hamper the creation of a congenial atmosphere in the
country which is a crying for the hour.”

PAKISTAN OBSERVER
22th May 1955

SK. MUJIB ON CHOLERA VICTIMS
Govt Urged To Rush Medical Help

Mr. Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, General Secretary, East Pakistan
Awami Muslim League, has issued the following statement to the
Press:

The outbreak of cholera in an epidemic form in various districts of
East Bengal, especially Faridpur, Mymensingh, Jessore,
Bakherganj, Dacca, Noakhali and Khulna and the consequent death
of hundreds of people, which is nothing but the recurrence of one
of the tragic calamities befalling the poor and unfortunate people of
this Province, has shocked me very deeply. I personally know that
cholera has been taking its toll in Gopalganj Sub-Division for about
three months and the death roll there would exceed 500.

It is a tragedy in this age that the poor people in our country fall
victims to cholera and other diseases for want of pure drinking
water and minimum sanitary requirements.
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PAKISTAN OBSERVER
9th June 1955

Sk. Mujib Addresses
Satkania Meeting

SATKANIA (Chittagong), June 6t- Mr. Sk. Mujibur Rahman,
General Secretary, E.P. Awami Muslim League, accompanied by
Mr. Abdul Hamid Choudhury, MLA, reached Satkania yesterday
and in the evening addressed a public meeting at Amirabad which
was presided over by prof. Nurul Islam Choudhury. Jonab Moulana
Bhashani could not attend the meeting because of his sudden
illness.

Mr. Shiekh Mujibur Rahman in his speech narrated the history in
his speech narrated the history of the last seven years activities of
the Awami League. He praised he sacrifice and fighting spirit of the
sincere and honest workers of the country, most of whom are the
builder of East Pakistan Awami Muslim League.

He said the defeat of the autocratic Muslim League could only be
possible because thousands of Awami League workers did not
hesitate a moment to be prepared to sacrifice anything in order to
establish real people’s democracy in the country.-APP.
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PAKISTAN OBSERVER
23rd June 1955

Single party Majority for UF In East Bengal
Top First preference vote For Fazlul Huq
Huq Choudhury, Suhrawardy, Ali & Rahman Among Elected

(By A Staff Reporter)
Forty persons were declared elected to the Pakistan Constituent
Assembly from East Bengal, after a little over 13 hours of counting
votes ended at 11 p. m. last night (Wednesday).
Of 40 elected, 16 are from the United Front, 12 from the Awami
League, 4 Congress, 2 United Progressive party, 3 scheduled Castes
Federation, I Muslim League, I Communist and I Independent.
Twenty four candidates, 19 Muslims and 5 non-Muslims, did not
receive any vote and, as such, they were out. Mr. Fazlur Rahman,
former Commerce Minister of Pakistan, who had resigned from the
Muslim League, returned as an independent candidate.
The counting of votes started shortly after 10 a. m. yesterday in the
presence of the representatives of the contesting parties and
continued till 11-10 P. m. Candidates finally declared elected were
as follows:

UNITED FRONT: 16

Messrs A. K. Fazlul Huq; Moulana Atahar Ali; Hamidul Huq
Choudhury; Yusuf Ali Choudhury; Abdul latif Biswas; Nurul Huq
Choudhury; Abdul Karim; Abdul Wahab Khan; Abdus Sattar;
Lutfur Rahman Khan; Mahfuzul Huq; Mahmud Ali; Abdul Aleem;
Syed Mesbahuddin Hussain; Adel Uddin and Farid Ahmed.
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The United Front nominated 26 candidates for election to the
Constituent Assembly.

AWAMI LEAGUE: 12

Out of the 16 candidates nominated for election, the Awami League
secured 12 seats.

Messrs H. S. Suhrawardy; Ataur Rahman Khan; Abul Mansur
Ahmed; Zahiruddin; Sheikh Mujibur Rahman; Nurur Rahman;
Deldar Ahmed; Abdur Rashid Tarkabagist; Abdur Rahman Khan;
Mozaffar Ahmed; Moslem Ali Molla and Abdul Khaleque.
Pakistan National Congress: 4

Messrs Basanta Kumar Das; Bhupendra Kumar Datta; Kanteswar
Barman and Peter Paul Gomez.

U.P.P.P:2

Dr. Sailendra Kumar Sen and Mr. Kamini Kumar Datta.
Scheduled Caste Federation: 3

Messrs Akshoy Kumar Das; Rasaraj Mandal and Gour Chandra
Bala.

Muslim League:1

Mr. Mohammed Ali (Prime Minister of Pakistan).

Communist:1

Mr. Sardar Fazlul Karim.

INDEPENDENT:1

Mr. Fazlur Rahman (former Commerce Minister of Pakistan).
According to the first preference, Mr. A. K. Kazlul Hugq, leader of
the United Front Party, topped by securing 104 votes. He was the
first to be declared elected from East Bengal to the new Constituent
Assembly.

Pakistan Law Minister, Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, secured 93 first
preference votes.

Prime Minister, Mr. Mohammed Ali, secured 18 first preference
votes, Sardar Fazlul Karim (Communist) received nine, Akshoy
Kumar Das received 11 and Basanta Kumar Das (Congress)
secured 7 first Preference votes.
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PAKISTAN OBSERVER
8th July 1955

C. A. SESSION AT DACCA: SK.
MUJIB TO MOVE MOTION

MURREE, July 7th: Sheikh Mujibur Rahman (Awami League)
today gave notice to the Constituent Assembly Secretariat of his
intention to move a resolution demanding that the next session of
the Constituent Assembly should be held at Dacca.

He told newsmen that his resolution had the backing of his party,
including his leader Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy. —~APP.

PAKISTAN OBSERVER
14th July 1955

Consembly To Have Speaker And Deputy
Bill Passed Unanimously
Political Victimizations Strongly Denounced

MURREE, JULY 13: THE CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY TODAY PASSED
THE CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY (OFFICIALS) BILL WHICH PROVIDES
FOR THE ELECTION OF A SPEAKER AND DEPUTY SPEAKER AND FOR
THE MAKING OF RULES RELATING TO THEIR FUNCTIONS.

The Bill was passed unanimously almost without any discussion.
The debate on the Constituent Assembly (Proceeding and
Privileges) bill was then resumed and had not finished when the
house adjourned to meet again on Thursday morning.

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and Mr. Dildar Ahmed of the Awami
League, Mr. Abdul Wahab of the Unted Front and Mian
Iftikharuddin objected to some of the clauses and demanded cate-
gorical provisions in the bill for immunity of members from arrest
and victimisation on political grounds.

MUJIBUR EXTOLS SHAHEED

Taking the floor, Mr. Mujibur Rahman (AL) said that he had
nothing to say about privileges of members, but he wanted to
discuss certain points to show what had been happening in Pakistan
for the last seven years. Paying a tribute to Mr. Suhrawardy, he said
that he was fighting for communal harmony after the partition at the
risk of his own life. Once he went to East Bengal to preach
communal harmony when Khawaja Nazimuddin was the Chief
Minister there. A meeting was arranged in Mymensingh, but Mr.
Suhrawardy who was also an MCA was detained at Dacca and
asked by the Government to leave East Bengal, though he has been
in the forefront of the fight for Pakistan.

ee

21ST FEBRUARY RECALLED

Continuing Mr. Mujibur Rahman said that in 1952 when Mr. Nurul
Amin was the Chief Minister of East Pakistan and Khawaja
Nazimuddin was the Prime Minister of Pakistan. Khawaja
Nazimudding went to East Bengal and declared that Urdu and Urdu
alone would be the state language of Pakistan.

The People of East Pakistan wanted that Urdu and Bengali both
should be made state languages of Pakistan.

On February 21, the people demanded that Bengali should also be
declared a state language along with Urdu.

He said that Mr. Nurul Amin ordered shooting and firing for
suppressing the demand. Many persons died and three leaders were
arrested because they were opposed to the firing. Seven hundred
workers were also arrested.

He warned the leaders that they have not come here with a divine
right to rule for the whole of their lives. Tomorrow they might be
thrown out of power. Therefore they should fight for democracy
alone, or Pakistan would become terror-stricken.

Proceeding, he referred to Section 92-A and said 99 percent of the
people of East Bengal voted “for us.” But the Government was
thrown out of office. The Government could be thrown out of office
but imposition of Section 92-A was not necessary. After the
imposition of Section 92-A members of the Assembly were
arrested and some were declared traitors.

Continuing he said: “Now let us see who is a traitor. We never
believed that Mr. Fazlul Huq is a traitor. But the prime Minister of
Pakistan on February 28 last year declared and distributed
pamphlets printed in English, Urdu and Bengali, dubbing Maulvi
Fazlul Hugq as a traitor. The people would judge who were the real
traitors.”

He said that he himself was implicated in a case when rioting broke
out in East Bengal. He was arrested along with many others but the
court later said that Mr. Mujibur Rahman was not a law breaker but
a peace-maker.

PM CHALLENGED

“The Prime Minister of Pakistan has the cheek to call us traitors of
Pakistan and to call us rioters,” he added and challenged the Prime
Minister on the floor of the House to prove that he was not a lover
of peace. He claimed that he could defeat the Prime Minister on
every platform.

Proceeding, he said that 1,500 workers, including Maulana
Bhashani, were arrested in East Bengal and many properties were
confiscated. Fifty MLAs were imprisoned.

“Why should they be detained without trial? Are they
anti-Pakistan?” he asked.

Mr. Mujibur Rahman said that the people of Pakistan would judge
or rather they had already judged it. Ninety-five percent of the
population of East Bengal had voted for “us” and “We are now the
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real representatives of the people. We are not fighting here for
power, but we have come to safeguard the interests of our con-
stituencies whom we represent.”

Continuing, he referred to the state of affairs in Sind and said that
the Speaker of the Assembly there was arrested while going to
attend a session of the Assembly.

At this stage, Pir Ali Mohammed Rashdi (ML), Sind’s Revenue
Minister pointed out that the case referred to by Mr. Mujibur
Rahman was subjudice. It should not, therefore, be discussed.

The Chairman asked Mr. Mujibur Rahman not to make reflection
on cases under trial.

WARNING

Proceeding Mr. Mujibur Rahman said that he wanted to tell the
House that if this sort of things continued in Pakistan he did not
know what would be the fate of Pakistan. The people in power
today might be thrown out tomorrow. For example, there was Mr.
Nurul Amin who now moved about in Dacca and nobody cared for
him, because for six years a reign of terror continued in East Bengal
under his Government.

Referring to the language question Mr. Mujibur Rahman said that
Members from East Bengal should be allowed to address the House
in their own mother tongue as some of them could not express
themselves fully in either English or Urdu.

Demanding Facilities for Bengali Members to speak in Bengali, he
cited examples of Russia, Swiss and Canadian Parliaments, where
Members could speak in more than one languages.

Concluding, he said that Mr. Suhrawardy was a real champion of
democracy and hoped that he would bring forward only such
legislations before the House which were based on true democracy.
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DAILY DAWN
17th July, 1955

Mujibur Rehman urges Central Cabinet to quit
FAVOURS ALL-PARTY SET-UP:
STRESS ON DEMOCRACY

LAHORE, July 16: Mr Mujibur Rehman, MCA, General Secretary,
East Pakistan Awami League, has called upon the Central Cabinet
to resign forthwith.

He told pressmen here that at best the character of the Cabinet was that
of a caretaker government, but with the setting up of the new
Constituent Assembly it had become unrepresentative of the
people, and, as such, it had no right to continue in the saddle any more.
He thought that in view of the political situation prevailing in the
country, it was but proper that only a representative Cabinet
responsible to the people and the Constituent Assembly should be
at the helm of affairs.

Asked whether an all-party coalition at the Centre would be acceptable
to his party, he said it would rather welcome such a coalition,
provided democratic principles were the basis of agreement.

He reiterated that as for as the East Pakistan Awami League was
concerned there could be no compromise on principles embodied in
the 2-point programme. Some of the main principles, he said, were
the recognition of Bengali as one of the State languages, full
regional autonomy, joint electorates and no detention without trial.
He thought that the Constitution could be ready within six months
“if the ruling clique did not put any spokes in the wheel.”

He said he had drawn this conclusion from the fact that all the right
thinking Members of the Constituent Assembly were anxious to
give a Constitution to the country as early as possible.

PEOPLE SOVEREIGN

Mr Mujibur Rehman said that he and his party, while seeing the
Constitution through, would keep an eye on the face that ultimate
sovereignty rested with the people.

He was full of praise for the people of West Pakistan and stated that
during their brief visit to the Western wing the Awami Leaguers
from East Pakistan were more than convinced that the people here,
like those of their own province, were extremely good.

He however, advised them to organise and get rid of big landlords
and vested interests, who claimed to represent the people.

He said that such pseudo-leaders tied to the appron string of the
Muslim League, had indiscriminately exploited the people of both
the wings, bringing poverty, misery and widespread frustration.
Mr Mujibur Rehman said that, in their race for personal
aggrandisement, the Muslim League leaders had allowed problem
after problem to crop up and, “while the people bled the Muslim
League leaders indulged in cut throat battles amongst themselves for
more and more pelf and power.
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KASHMIR

Referring to the Kashmir problem, he said that the people wanted
to maintain friendly relations with Bharat. He, however, warned the
Bharati Government that it would be “foolish” on their part to
presume that they could take advantage of the internal situation in
Pakistan.

He considered the recent statement of the Bharati Home Minister
on Kashmir as “most unfortunate” and said that all the political
parties in Pakistan, despite their political differences, firmly
believed that only a fair and free Plebiscite could peacefully decide
the Kashmir issue.

Mr Mujibur Rehman assured the Government of Pakistan that the
people in East Pakistan would support any step taken by them to
seek amends from Afghanistan for insulting the National Flag.

He is scheduled to leave for Karachi tonight by air, Mr Ataur
Rehman and five other Awami League MCAs are also leaving by
the same plane.-APP.

PAKISTAN OBSERVER
23rd July 1955

Awamis Vindicate
Party Stand
Pledge To Fight Or Fall
On Principles

BY A STAFF REPORTER
The General Secretary of the East Pakistan Awami Muslim League,
Mr. Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, said here yesterday (Friday) that the
Awami League MCA’s would resign from their membership if they
failed to secure full regional autonomy for East Bengal, Bengali as
one of the State Languages and joint electorate. “There will be no
compromise with any individual or party on these three issues”, he
said.
He was addressing a public meeting organised under the aegis of
the Awami League at Paltan Maidan yesterday afternoon. Mr. Ataur
Rahamn Khan, vice-President of E.P.A.M.L. presided.
The meeting was organised to clarify Awami League M.C.A.s’
stand in the last 7-day Consembly session at Murree. It was alleged
that due to mis-reporting and mis-propaganda in the local press,
with the single exception of a Bengali mouthpiece of the Awami
League, there had been much confusion and misunderstanding in
this province in regard to Mr. Suhrawardy’s stand. Prominent
speakers, including the Vice President of the Awami League,
accused the news services and press correspondents present at
Murree of mis-reporting and mis-quoting the Awami M.C.As.
Mr. Mujibur Rahman said, Mr. Mohammed Ali had no right to
become the Prime Minister again. He had misruled the country. The
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imposition of Section 92-A in East Bengal was motivatedN largely if
not wholly by the desire to save the Muslim League leaders who had
been repudiated by the people; and the Prime Minister and his
colleagues devoted a great deal of their time, not for safeguarding
national interests, but for justifying Constituent Assembly’s right to
misrule in perpetuity and for condemning those who contested the
validity of the theory that the people had surrendered their
sovereignty forever and ever to a group of squabbling, power-hungry
politicians. Mr. Mohammed Ali, he said was greatly responsible for
the chaos and confusion which took the country for long and had
banished democracy out of Pakistan.

PLEA FOR RESPONSIBILE GOVT. AT CENTRE

He said, the present Government at the Centre was a care-taker one
and it must be replaced by a set of elected representatives who
would be responsible to the people. And if the Awami League got
into the Cabinet, they would get full regional autonomy both for
East and West Pakistan, Bengali as one of the State Languages and
joint electorate and fight hard for implementation of the 21-point
mandate of the United Front, he added.

Mediately release the political prisoners and demanded that
February 21 must be declared a public holiday.

PAKISTAN OBSERVER
6th August 1955

Assembly Meets 15 Months After Election
Floods & Prisoners’ Issues Discussed: House Prorogued
ABDUL HAKIM (U.F.) ELECTED SPEAKER

BY A STAFF REPORTER
THE EAST BENGAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY IN ITS FIRST SES-
SION LASTING OVER EIGHT HOURS ON FRIDAY ELECTED MR.
ABDUL HAKEEM (U.F) AND MR. SHAHED ALI (U.F) SPEAKER
AND DEPUTY SPEAKER RESPECTIVELY OF THE HOUSE.
Mr. abdul Hakeem Secured 187 Votes as against 32 secured by the
Awami League Candidate, Mr. Masihur Rahman. The Deputy
Speaker, Mr. Shahed Ali, Secured 170 votes while Mrs. Badrunessa
(Awami League), the other candidate got 99 votes.
Mr. Sheikh Mujibur Rahman (Awami Legaue) submitted that the
question of the release of political prisoners was of political
importance and should be discussed before the House had transacted
any business and added that some of his party members had failed to
attend the session due to the disruption in the surface communications
caused by the floods and alleged that no arrangement had been made
by the Government to enable them to arrive in Dacca.
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The chairman pointed out again that the questions raised by Mr.
Rahman would be taken up by the Speaker to be elected and
ordered to proceed with the election of the new Speaker.

The new Speaker after being elected took his seat and Mr. Fazlul
Hugq, after he offered his congratulations, left the Speaker’s chair.
Then followed a series of congratulations and felicitations. East
Bengal Chief Minister, Mr. Abu Hussain Sarker, the Opposition
leader Mr. Ataur Rahman Khan, Mr. Mashihur Rahman, Mr. Basanta
Kumar Das, Mr. Dhirendra Nath Dutta (UPPP), Begum Nurjahan
Murshed, Selina Begum and Mr. Abdus Salam Khan greeted the
new Speaker and demanded of him honest and impartial discharge
of his duties and thereby help establish democracy in the country.

PAKISTAN OBSERVER
8th August 1955

CHOUDHRY MD.ALI ELECTED
M.L. PARLIAMENTARY CHIEF
Talks with Awamis For Cabinet Coalition Reported
ALI RESIGNS PRIME MINISTERSHIP

KARACHI, Aug, 7: Central Finance Minister Choudhry
Mohammed Ali was elected leader of the Muslim League
Parliamentary Party after a six hour meeting here this evening. Mr.
Abdullah Yusuf Haroon was elected Secretary of the party.
AWAMIS’S 3 CONDITIONS

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, General Secretary of the Awami League,
reiterated before newsmen here his party’s three conditions on
which they would go into a coalition with the Muslim League.
The three conditions, according to him, are: (1) The coalition
cabinet to be headed by Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy; (2) Provision for
regional autonomy and joint electorate in the new constitution; and
(3) acceptance of Bengali as a state language.

The Awami League it may be recalled, has since long been willing
to accept parity and back the one unit proposal in return for the
fulfilment of it three conditions.

Hectic political activity continued in he capital today as parleys
neared a climax setting a pace for a major reshuffle in the
eight-month-old Central Cabinet.

Leaders of the United Front laid their cards bare after having a
conference with Prime Minister Mohammed Ali and other Muslim
League leaders from West Pakistan this morning. Contact was at the same
time being maintained between Mr. Suhrawardy and his supporters as
also between Mr. Suhrawardy and the Muslim League group.

Later in the day there were separate group meetings. The issue is
expected to be clinched by tonight or early tomorrow morning. The
Muslim League Assembly party is due to meet this evening to take
stock of the situation and make up its mind about party alignments
and important pieces of proposed legislation.
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PAKISTAN OBSERVER
22nd September 1955

Bloodshed & Litigation Threat On Karachi Merger
Furore Over Ruling Against Speeches in Bengali

KARACHI Sept. 21:- Clause 2 of the One-Unit Bill remained under
discussion in the Constituent Assembly today.

Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy was winding up the debate on behalf of the
Opposition when the House adjourned to meet again tomorrow at
2.30 P. M. Deputy Speaker Mr. C. E. Gibbon today occupied the
chair when Mr. Abdul Wahab Khan, Speaker, left the House during
the middle of the proceeding.

Alively debate ensued on his ruling that since he could not understand
Bengali, he would not allow any member to speak in Bengali.

The members from East Bengal, including Mr. A. K. Fazlul Hugq.
Leader of the United Front Party and Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, leader
of the Awami League, joined the debate asking the Deputy Speaker
to revise his ruling in view of the fact that Mr. Abdul Wahab Khan,
Speaker, had been allowing Pushtu, Urdu and Bengali in the House.
BLOODSHED THREATENED

Mr. Mujibur Rahman (AL) threatened that there might be
bloodshed in East Bengal over the inclusion of Karachi in the
One-Unit. About a dozen Members today Participated in the
proceedings of the House of whom 9 belonged to the Awami
League with the exception of one Mr. Abdus Salam (Bawhalpur)
they all opposed practically all the provisions of the clause.
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PAKISTAN OBSERVER
30th November 1955

OPPOSITION WALK OUT OF C.A.
Arrests Of Members Referred To Privileges Committee
HOUSE READJOURNED

KARACHI, NOV, 29: THE OPPOSITION MEMBERS TODAY STAGED WALK-
OUT FROM THE CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY WHEN THE SPEAKER
REFUSED TO CALL UPON THE GOVERNMENT TO PRODUCE THE TWO
ARRESTED MEMBERS OF CONSEMBLY, SARDAR FAZLUL KARIM AND
MR. MAHMUD ALI, BEFORE THE HOUSE.

The Government Bench suggested that the matter be referred to the
Privileges Committee and then taken up by the House.

The opposition however, refused to accept this suggestion and
insisted that the speaker should order the central government to
produce the two members in the house.

APP adds:

PROCEEDINGS BOLD

The Constituent Assembly assembled at 3 p.m. here today. The
Speaker Mr. Abdul Wahab Khan presided.

At the outset, Mr. Mujibur Rahman (Awami League) pointed out
that two members of the Constituent Assembly Mr. Mahmood Ali
(Ganatantri Dal-UF) and Sardar Fazlul Karim (Ind) had been
arrested last week under the public Safety Act. The former was
arrested in Karachi where he had come to attend the Constituent
Assembly meeting and the latter was arrested in Dacca while
emplaning for Karachi to attend the Assembly session.

vy



He regretted the arrest of the two members of the Assembly at this
juncture when it was confronted with the task of making the
constitution for the country.

Describing the arrest as against the principles of “Justice, fairplay
and equity” and an insult to the Speaker of the House, the House
and the country, he said “according to the parliamentary
conventions the Speaker of the House must be informed by the
District Magistrate concerned if a member of the House is sought
to be arrested.”

The Prime Minister, he said, had often stated that the country would
get democracy, fair and free elections and fairplay. But the arrest of
the two members of the Constituent Assembly under the Public
Safety Act indicated something else.

Mr. Mujibur Rahman said the Speaker was the custodian of the
rights and privileges of the House and its members. He was Speaker
today. But he might not be in the same position tomorrow. He was
from East Bengal and he could also be a member of the opposition
in the future. If today he allowed the arrest of other members of the
House, he could also be arrested by a Sub-Inspector of Police.

The members of the House who had some honesty of purpose and
really wanted to give a democratic constitution to the country
should have some respect for the principles of democracy. They
should not allow such arrests go unchallenged, he said.

DAILY DAWN
29th December, 1955

A.L’s terms for help in making Constitution

The Awami League party in the Constituent Assembly yesterday
expressed its willingness to co-operate with the majority party in
the task of constitution-making.

Mr. Muyjibur Rahman, Secretary of the Awami League Assembly
party, yesterday told the “APP’ that his party was very anxious to
make the constitution for the country and willing to co-operate with
the Government were willing to accept their demand for regional
autonomy, joint electorate, acceptance of Bengali as one of the
State languages and parity in all respects. His party was not willing
to accept anything minus these four things, and would fight every
inch for that, he added. He asserted that the United Front party
would “meet the fate met by the Muslim League in the last general
elections in East Pakistan, if it violated the 21-point programme.
Contending that the 21-point programme was the demand of the
people of East Pakistan, he said that the Awami League party would
not sell the interest of the people for coming into power. They
would go into power when voted by the people. The question to the
Awami League’s joining the Cabinet was out of question, he
added.-APP.
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PAKISTAN OBSERVER
9th January 1956

Undemocratic, Says Mujib

KARACH]I, Jan. 8 t- Mr. Mujibur Rahman, Secretary of the Awami
League Assembly Party today described the Constitution Bill,
1956, to be introduced in the Constituent assembly tomorrow, as
“undemocratic and hypothetical”.

He said his party will decide “very soon” the course of action it
would adopt in this connection.

He told the APP that “the draft of the Constitution Bill will shock
all lovers of democracy. Enormity of disrespect of public opinion
shown in the Bill is unprecidented. This Bill, therefore, will be
quite unacceptable to the people of Pakistan in general and the
people of East Pakistan in particular as none of their demands as
embodied in the 21-Point Programme has been accepted in the Bill.
Betrayal of the solemn pledges given to the people is most flagrant
in repect of regional autonomy Bengali as one of the state
languages, joint electorate and parity in all respects. The people of
Pakistan particularly of East Pakistan will never forgive the framers
of this undmocratic and hypothetical bill, particularly the members
of the so-called United Front Party who have so brazen-facedly
betrayed the solemn election pledges for a mess of pottage. We are
going to decide very soon the course of action of our party which
our organisation would take in this matter.” — APP
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PAKISTAN OBSERVER
2nd February 1956

Sk. Mujib on Confusion
About ‘Resistance Day’

KARACHI, Feb. 1st- Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, MCA, General
Secretary East Pakistan Awami League in a statement issued to the
Press today said.

“I was surprised to find news appering in papers in this part of the
country which tended to create a lot of confusion regarding the
‘Resistance day’ observed in East Bengal on January 29. This day
was declared to be observed about 15 days before by Maulana
Bhashani and when the preparations were afoot some persons
selected the same day for protesting against the insulting expres-
sions used by some sections of the Indian Press against our Holy
Prophet. While we had the fullest sympathy and support for such a
meeting to ventilate our sentiments against such outrageous attacks,
we had very grave suspicion as regards the selection of the time and
the date for the purpose. We had our experience of this type when
in order to baffle our objective some people used to take it to their
head to cresase a sort of clash where there should be none, under
the garb of legitimate and innocent activities by playing up the sen-
timents of the people.” —APP.
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Morning News
7th May 1956

No Change of AL-UF Coalition
-Mujibur Rahman

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, MCA, General Secretary, East Pakistan
Awami League, who arrived in Dacca on Saturday morning from
Karachi, said that there was no chance of a coalition with the
“discredited United Front Ministry”, reports APP.

The Awami League Secretary alleged that the United Front
Ministry had failed to solve the food problem and had created
famine conditions in the province. “The United Front Party
forming a coalition with the Muslim league at the Centre and
usurping power in the province has betrayed the 21-Point
Programme the demand for full provincial autonomy for East
Pakistan and party in all respects,” he added.

“The Awami League Party, having an ideology and record of
services to the suffering people, could not form a coalition with the
United Front Party”, Mr. Rahman added.

He left Dacca yesterday for Kagmari to persuade Maulana
Bhashani to suspend his hunger-strike till May 19 when the Awami
League Council will meet in Dacca.

Morning News
8th May 1956

Demonstration Before Secretariat

(By A Staff Reporter)
A number of persons demonstrated before the East Pakistan
Secretariat on Monday morning shouting slogans demanding
release of political prisoners, introduction of rationing in rural areas
and distribution of rice at cheap price in the Province.
The demonstration was arranged in response to a call by the Awami
League General Secretary, Mr. Mujibur Rahman, to organize
“Peace Squads” in the city.
The demonstrators formed in a procession before reaching the
Secretariat and later returned to the Awami League office to
disperse.
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Morning News
12th May 1956

AL to Launch People’s Movement
to Press Demands

A public meeting held in Dacca last (Friday) evening at Paltan
Maidan under the auspices of the East Pakistan Awami League
indorsed Maulana Bhashani’s demand reports APP.

Maulana Bhashani on the eve of his hunger-strike made demands
that the Central Government should make available Rs. 50 crores to
the Provincial Government to ease the food situation, fixation of
price of rice and paddy at Rs. 15 and Rs. 8 per mound respectively,
free distribution of food grains to the distributes and extension of
modified rationing system to the rural areas.

The meeting, which was presided over by Mr. Ataur Rahman
Khan,Vice President, Awami League and leader of the Opposition
in East Pakistan, expressed grave concern over the condition of
Maulana Bhashani, who completed the tenth day of his fast
yesterday, and appealed to him to suspend the hunger-strike in the
interest of the country.

The meeting in another resolution condemned the Government for
“shamelessly bungling” with the food situation in the province and
“indulging” in party politics in the formation of local relief
committees.

These resolutions were taken by a procession led by Mr. Ataur
Rahman Khan and Mr. Mujibur Rahman, MP, Secretary, East
Pakistan Awami League, to the Chief Minister’s residence and
handed over to him.
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The processionists, while wending their way from Paltan Maidan to
the Chief Minister’s residence, shouted slogans demanding
acceptance of Maulana Bhashani’s demand and “save Bhashani’s life.”
The Chief Minister, Mr. Abu Hussain Sarkar, when approached by
newsmen immediately after the resolutions were handed over to
him, remarked he had nothing to say about the resolutions.

From the Chief Minister’s house the procession went to the Mitford
Hospital to appeal to Maulana Bhashani to suspend the fast.
Mahmud Ali’s Address

Mr. Mahmud Ali, MP, Secretary General of the Ganatantri Dal,
addressing the gathering, called for united efforts by officials and
non-officials to meet the emergent food situation in East Pakistan.
Mr. Ali said that the province had a huge deficit and the prices of
rice in the districts, which he had recently visited, were daily
shooting up and were beyond the reach of the average people. He
appealed to the political parties to join hands together to mobilize
the country on this issue and thus “save the people and Maulana
Bhashani.”

Ataur Rahman

Mr. Ataur Rahman Khan, while addressing the gathering, regreties
that what he described as prevalence of “famine conditions” in East
Pakistan was not accepted to be a fact by Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar
and his Government as also by the Central Food Minister, Mr.
Abdul Latif Biswas.

Mr. Khan further complained that the proferred hand of cooperation
extended by the Awami League had not been accepted by the
Ministry and Awami Leaguer had been left out from all local food
committees.

He expressed concern over the condition of Maulana Bhashani.
Mujibur Rahman

Mr. Mujibur Rahman, speaking of the meeting, said that the food
situation was worse than what it was during 1943 in undivided
Bengal.

He added that in undivided Bengal there was a deficit of only three
lakh tons but in this year in East Pakistan there was a deficit of ten
lakh tons. He said the Sarkar Ministry was not paying any heed to
the demands of Maulana Bhashani which had been made for the
good of the people of this province. He regretted that the Chief
Minister had not supported the East Pakistan demands and had not
called on Maulana Bhashani in the hospital. He declared that the
Awami League would launch a people’s movement to press their
demands.

The meeting was also addressing by the representatives of the
Students Union and Mahila Sangha and Mr. Mahiuddin Ahmed,
MLA.
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PAKISTAN OBSERVER
22nd May 1956

SPEAKER THROWS OUT EAST PAKISTAN
BUDGET ON POINT OF ORDER
ADJOURNMENT OF HOUSE SINE DIE

(BY A STAFF REPORTER)
THE SPEAKER OF THE EAST PAKISTAN ASSEMBLY CREATED
SENSATION YESTERDAY WHEN HE REFUSED PERMISSION TO
THE EAST PAKISTAN FINANCE MINISTER, WHO IS ALSO THE
CHIEF MINISTER TO PRESENT THE BUDGET BEFORE THE EAST
PAKISTAN LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
The Speaker giving his ruling on a point of order raised by the
Deputy Leader of the Awami League Parliamentary Party, Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, and the leader of the Ganatantri Dal Parliamentary
Party, Mirza Gholam Hafiz, opposing the presentation of the budget
on grounds of law and of breach of privileges of the House, said he
would not be a party to the application of the guillotime after only
two days of discussions during which only about 20 per cent of the
72 heads of budget demands could have been considered by the
House.
The Speaker had earlier adjourned the House for half an hour “to
collect his thoughts” before he could give a ruling. While giving his
ruling, the Speaker recapitulated the arguments advanced by Mr.
Mujibur Rahman and Gholam Hafiz and said that even apart from
the questions of law raised by them; the Government had shown
scant respect to the House by coming before it as late as May 22
While the Speaker was moving towards the concluding part of his
ruling he became excited, and while the Leader of the House was at
this stage trying to say something, the latter’s voice was drowned

(e

by shouting from the Opposition Benches and even part of the
speaker’s ruling became in audiable.

The entire house was completely confounded, however; when the
speaker’s view was again cought as saying, “therefore, it is my
considered opinion that there has been an infringement of the
privileges of this house and then addressing the finance minister,
concluded, “and I refuse to permit you to present the budget before
this house.”

CONFUTION CONFOUND HOUSE

Confusion gripped the house immediately. There was another
matter which soon worried both the government and opposition
party members. What were they to do in the absence of a direction
if the house had been adjourned the house sine dia but that in the
turmoil he may not have been heard.

Confusion, however, continued and till 11 p.m. Some members
were still discussing the days exciting and unexpected succession
of events.

Earlier, immediately the speaker called upon the finance minister to
present the budget, Mr. Mujibur Rahman stood on a point of order
and opposed the legality of the presentation of the budget get on
grounds that (1) the budget for the year 1055-56 which had been
certified under section 92-A, (2) when the ministry was later
restored, the budget was not present to the house, and (3) by
calling the assembly at the last moment the government had denied
the house reasonable time for discussion of the budget demands.
Mr. Mujibur Rahman, in his 45 minute statement which he read out
argued his grounds amidst shouts from the government benches
that a point of order was not an opportunity for making a lengthy
peroration.

DAL’S PERORATION

Mirza Gholam Hafiz, then rising on his point of order, argued that
the budget certified during the pendency of section 92A was valid
only until such time as rule under that section continued and (2) that
whereas section 81A of the constitution act provided that the
budget could be placed before the legislature by May 31, instead of
March 31, it had been stated that the purpose of this provision was
to enable urgent attention being given to the passing of the
constitution of pak. Since, Mr.Hafiz argued the constitution had
received the assent of the governor general on march 2 there was
sufficient time before march 31, for the presentation of the budget
and since the raison d’etre of the provision under section 81A was
absent there was no cause why this should not have been done and
therefore the privilege of the house that its sanction should be
obtained before March 31, had been infringed against.

Both Mr. Mujibur Rahman and Mr. Hafiz further argued that since
the Government had incurred expenditure illegally, it had also
become functus officio.

by



LEGAL POSITION

The speaker then called upon members of the house to assist him to
arrive at a decision and at his direction Mr. B. K. Das (congress),
gave his interpretation of the legal position. He said that he would
speak as a non-party man on this issue and said that the proper place
for raising the question of legality of certain of the law was a court
of law and not the floor of the house. He also did not think that the
speaker could “arrogate” to himself the position of a judge. He also
pointed out how, if the speaker found certain provisions of the law
as illegal, and the matter then taken before a court thought
otherwise, complications could arise. It was therefore his opinion that
the house should take the provisions of the law as granted and
proceed to arrive at a decision whether on that basis any infringement
of any rights or privileges of the house had been infringed upon.
Mr. Das also thought that a budget certified under section 92A had
to be replaced for sanction of the House When the ministry had
been restored. He, however, did think that the ministry had been a
remiss in so much as the Assembly had not been called upon
earlier for discussion of the budget.

NO LAW INVOLVED

Replying from the government benches, Mr. Abdus Salam Khan for
presentation of the budget, referring to the extension till May 31 of
the time-limit said that only questions of propriety, rather than of
law could be involved, once the constitution Assembly had passed
legislation. He also said that after the ministry was restored. Legal
opinion had been taken and the government had been advised that
under the law it was not necessary to come the house with the
budget for its sanction. On the question of delay, he argued that the
ministry might be blamed, but there was no irregularity involved
and he did not think how objection could be taken to the
presentation of the budget.

Mr. Hashimuddin Ahmad Agriculture Minister, thought that no
privilege of the house had been violated and the assembly was no
forum for the decision of legal issues raised in the points of order.
Mr. Hamid thought that the points of order raised were really points
of law and the Assembly had no jurisdiction to decide them.

Mr. Dhirendra Nath Dutt also agreed that the interpretation of law
and questions of legality could only be decided in a Court of Law.

A. L. R. BROADCAST

To add to the day’s sensations, while the debate on the points of
order were still continuing, at about 8 p.m. Dewan Mahbub Ali of
the Ganatantri Dal, brought to the notice of the Speaker that while
the budget had not yet been placed before the House, All-India
Radio had already broadcast the budget statement of East Pakistan.
Mr. Hamid, However, pointed out that there was no evidence before
the House on this point except what had been stated by a member
and, therefore, the House could not take any notice of this. When
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another member tried to raise the question again, the Speaker
remarked that there was no time for listening to stories.

Earlier, the Chief Minister welcoming a discussion on the food
situation in the province, the Speaker admitted an adjournment
motion moved on the subject by Mr. Mujibur Rahman and fixed the
time for its discussion at 6 p. m on May 25.

Although there was no division in the House on any issue
yesterday, it was apparent that the members on the Government
Benches far outnumbered the Opposition. Fifteen dissidents from
the Awami League, 10 from the Congress and the UPP, 17
scheduled caste members and 117 United Front members sat in the
Government Benches.

The first indication as to the relative Party strengths came with the
first business taken up, which was a point of order raised by Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman on Whether the House had been properly
summoned. The notice summoning the House mentioned East
Bengal Legislature in assembly, he pointed out. This immediately
gave an indication of weakness.

While appealing to members not to unable over the issue of a name,
the Speaker wanted that officers should in future be more careful.
The House then proceeded to debate whether fresh oaths had to be
taken by the members and the Speaker maintained that it was not.
Now that the Assembly has been postponed sine die and the
budget cannot be passed in the

Assembly, a first class crisis as developed and many thought that
the inevitable prospect was the imposition of Government’s Rule
enabling him to authenticate the budget before May 31.
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PAKISTAN OBSERVER
28th May1956

AL Leaders To Attend
B’Baria Meeting

Mr. Ataur Rahman Khan, leader of the Opposition in the Provincial
Legislative Assembly, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, Awami League
General Secretary and two other leaders of the Provincial Awami
League are leaving for Brahmanbaria on June 3 where they are
expected to address a public meeting the same day.-APP.
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Morning News

13th July 1956

Mujibur Rahman Criticizes Centre’s Policy

Karachi, July 12 (APP): Sk. Mujibur Rahman MP., General
Secretary of the East Pakistan Awami League, who is at present in

Karachi, in a statement issued to the Press on the food situation in
East Pakistan said:

Y



“while people are dying of starvation, the Ministers of the Central
Government are out of the country, enjoying themselves in foreign
lands on the plea of conferences which they need not have held, or
on which others could have been represented. Even the Prime
Minister of Pakistan is dragging on his stay outside. His plea is now
Hajj, but surely the calamity in East Pakistan demands his presence
and his constant attention. Hardly any of the Ministers have gone to
East Pakistan. Even our President went there more than a month
after Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, who knows about the conditions in East
Pakistan, had invited him to come there. Thank heaven he went
there, though only for three days. He saw how the local Ministry
there had been negligent and he insisted on giving the distribution
of food to the army, though it would certainly have been fairer and
more constitutional if he had given a chance to the Opposition
which could have taken advantage of all available resources.

The Ministry has been condemned, but still it is permitted to carry
on and create new Ministers to strengthen his (Sarkar’s) pottering
position, as people will always be found to support any one in
power however much he may have failed in his duty.

The condition in East Pakistan is terrible and beyond any
discretion, and the greatest possible concentrated thought and
efforts are necessary to bring about some amelioration.

Today, crores of rupees are being spent to meet the famine in East
Pakistan and most of the to little purpose as the famine is on us.
All this expense, drain on our resources. Starvation and deaths
could have been avoided had action been taken in due time.

I demand that a Commission of Inquiry be appointed so that these
who have been criminally negligent in dealing with the situation
those who tinkered with the problem because they get no personal
advantage out or it should be brought to book and published before
the bar of public opinion.

Morning News
14th July 1956

Mujibur Rahman Urges Import of More Rice

Karachi, July 13 (APP) : Mr. Mujibur Rahman MP and General
Secretary of the East Pakistan Awami League, said here yesterday
that eight lakh tons of food grains must be delivered in East
Pakistan within the next two months otherwise the conditions in the
province would worsen.

Mr. Rahman who is here to consult Mr. Suhrawardy about the food
position in East Pakistan stressed that the situation should be dealt
with on an “emergency level”.

He said the total food deficit from January to December 1956
would be to the tune of ten lakh tons. Out of this, according to the
Government about two lakh tons of food grains had been delivered.
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But the situation could not be tided over unless another eight lakh
tons were provided to the province.

Mr. Rahman suggested that 30 percent people should be given free
rationed food while 50 percent should be enabled to purchase food
at the rate of Rs. 8/- to 15/- per maund.

He pointed out that the purchasing power of the people had greatly
diminished and prices ranged from Rs. 40/- to Rs. 60/- per maund.
He claimed that about 75 percent people in East Pakistan rural areas
were going without food for two days or more consecutively.

Mr. Rahman predicted that the month of August and September
would be worse if steps were not taken now to supply food and
improve distribution.

Floating Jetties

He said floating jetties should be built in Chalna and Chittagong and
if necessary Bharat should be approached to allow transshipment of
imported food stuff from Calcutta port to northern parts of East
Pakistan direct. In this way Chalna port would cater to the needs of
western and Chittagong to the eastern district, while North Bengal
could get supplies through Calcutta.

Mr. Rahman said that there were cases of starvation in the province.
One man in Gopalganj hanged himself when he found that he was
unable to provide food to his children. He also added that three food
wagons were looted in Bhairab Bazar recently and Government
arrested 84 persons.

Mr. Rahman is due to leave for Dacca on July 16.
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Morning News
7th September 1956

Chief Minister Promises clean administration
Political Prisoners to be released Immediately

(By A Staff Reporter)
The five man coalition Ministry headed by the Awami League Party
leader, Mr. Ataur Rahman Khan, was installed in Dacca at a formal
oath-taking ceremony held at Government House at 5 pm
yesterday.
The East Pakistan Council of Ministers consists of Mr. Ataur
Rahman Khan (Chief Minister), Mr. Abul Mansur Ahmed (Awami
League), Mr. Kafiluddin Ahmed Chaudhury (Independent), Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman (Awami League) and Mr. Mahmud Ali (Pakistan
Ganatantri Dal).
The Government, Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq, adminstered the oaths of
office and secrecy to the members of the Cabinet, Earlier, the Chief
Secretary, Mr. H. Ali, introduced the Chief Minister designate to the
Governor.
Soon after the swearing in ceremony which was attended, am ... by
the Opposition Leader in the Pakistan Parliament, Mr. H. S.
Suhrawardy, high civil military officials and members of the
diplomatic corps, the Chief Minister, Mr. Ataur Rahman Khan ...
newsmen that his Government could pin-point its attention on
advise the Governor to summon the Assembly session to pass the
budget by the end of this month, Mr. Ataur Rahman said that he
would “surely” advise the Governor to call the budget session on or
before September 15.
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He said that earlier he had met the President, Major General
Iskander Mirza, and apprised him of the political and economic
situation in the Province.

He said that the President’s intent was that the Province must have
a stable Government and that the “political integrity” must be
maintained.
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Morning News
8th September 1956

E. Pak Ministers’ Portfolios Announced

(By A Staff Reporter)
Distribution of portfolios to the Awami League Coalition Ministry
has been made as follows, according to a announcement on Friday
evening:
The Chief Minister, Mr. Ataur Rahman Khan: Home excluding
Jails, Planning, Finance, Jute and Food.
Mr. Abul Mansur Ahmed: Education, Public Relations, Medical,
Public Health, Local Self-Government.
Mr. Kafiluddin Ahmed Chaudhury: Communications, Buildings
and Irrigation, Flood Control, Legislation, Judicial and Forests.
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, Commerce, Labour, Industries, Social
Welfare including Urban Community Projects, Village Aid,
Co-operation and Anti-Corruption.
Mr. Mahmud Ali: Estate acquisition, Agriculture, Jails, Excise,
Registration, Rehabilitation, Relief and Fishery.
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Morning News
11th September 1956

Announcement Hailed in Dacca

(By A Staff Reporter)
The announcement of President Iskander Mirza calling upon the
Awami League Chief, Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, to form the new
Government at the Centre was generally hailed in the political cir-
cles in Dacca yesterday. The news was welcomed in the Awami
League circles which said that in the present context of things it was
obvious and inevitable.
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The East Pakistan Chief Minister, Mr. Ataur Rahman Khan said,
“This was what the country was expecting since a long time.”

He said, “This is the happiest day in the life of Pakistan, After 9
years of frustration, the country may see the dawn of prosperity and
happiness.”

Mr. Mujibur Rahman, the East Pakistan Commerce, Labour and
Industries Minister said, “It is not the personal victory of Mr.
Suhrawardy nor the Awami League. It is the victory of the demo-
cratic forces of Pakistan and the people of Pakistan”. He added,
“This is a first step of democracy. I believe Mr. Suhrawardy, our
beloved leader will be able to establish democratic traditions in the
country and Mr. Suhrawardy will be able to do something for the
people of Pakistan. I hope the whole of Pakistan will stand behind
Mr. Suhrawardy to establish democracy in Pakistan.”

The East Pakistan Revenue Minister and leader of the 10-man
Leftist Ganatantri Dal in the Provincial Assembly, Mr. Mahmud
Alj, said in a statement that Mr. Suhrawardy would be in a position
to form a stable Government and there would be a “substantial”
change in the foreign policy of the country.

The leader of the United Front Party, Mr. A. H. Sarkar, declined to
make any statement in this connection.

The Congress leader, Mr. Basanta Kumar Das, reserved his opinion
“at the present moment.” He, however, indicated satisfaction over
the manner in which the President had upheld the Constitution by
calling upon the leader of the Opposition to form the Government.
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Morning News
19th September 1956

7 New Ministers Sworn In
Re-Allocation of Portfolios

(By A Staff Reporter)
Seven more Ministers including three members of the minority
community were sworn in at Government House yesterday.
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The new Ministers are Mr. Masihur Rahman, Mr. Khairat Hussain,
Mr. Abdur Rahman Khan and Mr. Mohammad Mansoor Ali from
the Awami League, Mr. Dhirendra Nath Dutta of the United
Progressive Party and Mr. Manoranjan Dhar and Mr. S. C.
Majumdar of the Congress.

On the re-allocation of portfolios after the expansion of the East
Pakistan Cabinet yesterday, the Chief Minister, Mr. Ataur Rahman
Khan, has assumed charge of seven protfolios.

They are:

Mr. Ataur Rahman Khan- Home (excluding Jails and
Anti-Corruption), Food, Relief and Rehabilitation, Education, Jute,
Planning and Chief Minister’s Secretariat.

Mr. Manoranjan Dhar- Finance and Minority Affairs.

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman- Commerce, Labour and Industries,
Village, Agricultural and Industrial Development, Social Welfare;
Community Development Project and Anti-Corruption.

Mr. Kafiluddin Chowdhury- Communications, Buildings and
Irrigation; Flood Control and Forest.

Mr. Mahmud Ali- Revenue, State Acquisition and Jails.

Mr. Khairat Hussain- Agriculture, Veterinary and Animal
Husbandry.

Mr. Abdur Rahman Khan- Co-operation, Rural Indebtedness and
Agricultural Marketing.

Mr. Masihur Rahman- Public Relations (Publicity) and Local
Self-Government.

Mr. Mansur Ali- Legislative, Judiciary and Registration.

Mr. Dhirendra Nath Dutta- Medical and Public Health.

Mr. Sarat Chandra Majumdar- Excise, Salt and Fisheries.
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Morning News
29th September 1956

‘I Can Also Organize Demonstrations’
Mujibur Rahman’s Challenge

A member from the Awami League benches got up in the East
Pakistan Assembly yesterday to draw the attention of the Chair and
said that a crowd was demonstrating outside the House in favour of
separate electorate and some of them with caps and pugrees on their
head had cast aspirations on the Chair, the leader of the House and
the House itself, reports APP.

Before the member had finished, his voice was drowned in shouts
of “withdraw” and strong protests against what the member had
said. This raised shouts from the other side of the House and for
sometime there was general uproar. Some members from the
Opposition demanded that the leader of the House, who was not
present at the time, should meet the demonstrators outside; others
said that he should make a statement on the floor; yet others that he
should explain the conduct of the member from the Government
benches who had made the observations earlier.

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman rose to reply on behalf of the leader of the
House when more shouts and counter shouts followed. Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman at the top of his voice through the mike asked
members of the Opposition why they would not allow him to speak
on behalf of his party.

After the uproar had died down somewhat Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
said that the leader of the House had agreed to meet five represen-
tatives of the crowd demonstrating outside but they refused to come
to the leader of the House in his chamber and demanded that the
latter should come out and meet them.

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman expressed regrets for the remarks made by
a member from the Awami League benches if they had hurt the
feelings of members opposite. But some one from the Opposition
benches and challenged him to come out of the House and face the
situation. Sheikh Mujibur Rahman said that he accepted the
challenge and would show them how many thousands of people
would assemble in support of joint electorate.

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman said that he did not want any breach of the
peace but if it was a challenge thrown to him (by a member of the
Muslim League) then he accepted the challenge. He know that
meetings and processions had been organized in support of separate
electorate, and if they wanted to see the strength of people who
supported joint electorate he could also organize demonstrations
and could show them how overwhelming would be the support in
favour of joint electorate.

The Minister said that he did not like to interfere with the civil
liberties of the people who had the right to hold meetings and
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demonstrations in support of separate or joint electorate. But he
warned against the danger of communal riots breaking out and also
of clashes between Bengalis and non-Bengalis.
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Morning News
4th October 1956

No Nationalization In Foreseeable Future
Mujibur Rahman’s Assurance

(By A Staff Reporter)

The East Pakistan Commerce, Labour and Industries Minister,
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, made a strong plea on Wednesday for
rapid and extensive capital investment for the economic develop-
ment of the country.

He said the object of industrialization was to make the fullest use
of the country’s available resources, and to produce more and more
both for investment and consumption. A logical corollary of this
process was the extension of employment opportunities and its
diversification at all levels.

The Minister, who was giving his presidential address at
a conference of representatives of various industries and trades from
all over the Province, said that private capital both foreign
investment and domestic capital formation, operating under a
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planned and balanced programme of industrialization would consti-
tute the strong base of the country’s economy.

Mr. Mujibur Rahman said that the Province needed increased
sterling and dollar investments, and the fruitful participation of
such investors in the industrialization programme of the Province
would be particularly welcome. He extended a categorical
assurance to all investors that their capital would be secure.

He said, “We do not contemplate in the foreseeable future the
nationalization of our industries, although, of course,
nationalization as a right inheres in all independent countries.”

Mr. Mujibur Rahman said that the Government was aware of the
manifold bottlenecks that were created by the over-centralized
mechanics of issue of license for capital goods, industrial raw
material and commercial imports. The whole position, he added
was under review and it was hoped that a simple, honest and a
quick method in this regard would be adopted as a measure of
incentive to the investors for putting up new or expanding the
existing industries.

While stressing upon the harmonious relationship between the
employers and the workers, the Minister said, “A proper, human
and rational adjustment of employer employee relationship is, in
my opinion, the cardinal point in the process of industrialization.”
He said that trade unions must be trade unions and no more and the
Government would not tolerate agitators and other subversive ...

Morning News
6th October 1956

Electorate Supporters ‘Enemies of People’
ATA’s Charge Against W. Pak Leaders
They Want to exploit Us, Mujib Alleges

(By A Staff Reporter)
East Pakistan Chief Minister Ataur Rahman Khan said in Dacca
yesterday that those who supported and advocated separate electorates in
Pakistan were the enemies of the country and the people.
Addressing a crowded public meeting at Paltan maidan he hoped
the National Assembly will decide in favour of joint electorates. He
accused 90 percent of these “so-called leaders” of West Pakistan
who have come to Dacca to advocate separate electorates of being
anti-Pakistanis.
He said the propaganda for separate electorates was “a conspiracy
to reduce us to a political minority”.
The Commerce and Industries Minister, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
said the West Pakistan leaders who had come to Dacca to advocate
separate electorates wanted to exploit the province.
The meeting, which was held under the presidentship of the East
Pakistan Awami League President, Moulana Abdul Hamid Khan
Bhashani, and which began with the slogans of “Hindu Muslim
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Bhai Bhai, heard another speech by the Anti-Corruption Minister,
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, who said that whether the Awami League
was in power or not, it would never tolerate “any activities
perpetrated to encourage hooliganism and to undo Pakistan.”
While strongly deprecating the campaign in favour of separate
electorates the Minister warned those who had come to East
Pakistan for propagating the principle of separate electorates. He
said that the Government would spare no measure to see that good
communal relation were maintained in the province.

PAKISTAN OBSERVER
7th October 1956

NEED FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT STRESSED

By A Staff Reporter
At a conference of Industrialists and business magnates from all
over the province, the Industries Minister, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,
yesterday emphasized the need for industrial development in the
province.
“The betterment of standards of living of the common man is
obviously the first and primary task of any responsible government,”
he said. This could only be achieved through co-ordinated and
planned economic development of which industrialisation would
necessarily form one of the most significant aspects.
The Conference was attended among others by Mr. G. M. Adamjee;
Mr. Sadri Ispahani; Mr. D. N. Bose, President of East Pakistan
Cotton Mill-owners Association; Mr. Carse, President, Chittagong
Chamber of Commerce; Mr. Bhimani of Peoples’ Jute Mills and
high officials, including Mr. W. B. Quadri, Secretary, Industries.
Mr. Mujibur Rahman said that industrialisation could not be
possible without investments, both internal as well as foreign.
Capital formation within the province was important for the
purpose of furthering any programme of industrial development.
The scope and facilities of industrial development in the province
were very considerable and there was ample opportunity for private
industrialists to move into the field, he said.
Private capital operating under a planned and balanced programme
of industrialisation would constitute the base of the province’s
industrial economy, the Minister said. By private capital he also
meant foreign investments, he said, and added that the fruitful
participation of such investments in the industrialisation programme
of the province would be welcome, particularly because of the
limited Foreign Exchange resources, essential for industrial expansion.
Holding out an assurance to all investors about the security of their
capital, the industries Minister said, “We do not contemplate, in the
foreseeable future, nationalisation of our industries, although, of
course, nationalisation is a right inherent in all independent States.
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There need be no fear, whatsoever, on this account in the minds of
industrialists or other investors.”

He complained that the flow of capital had so far not been
comensurate with the needs of development. In this connection he
also referred to the economic imbalance in the development of the
two wings of Pakistan and said that while in some fields saturation
point had been reached in the West, “we in East Pakistan have not
yet even entered the threshold of industrialisation.”

Mr. Rahman told the industrialists present at the Conference that
everyone, without distinction, who had already invested or who
might invest in the future would have the fullest co-operation,
support and assistance from the Provincial government “in all
matters and at all times.”

BOTTLENECKS

Referring to the bottlenecks created by the present over-centralised
mechanics of issue of licences for capital goods and industrial raw
material, the Industries Minister said that a method would soon be
evolved to overcome these. He hoped that would provide an
incentive to the investors for putting up new or extending existing
industries.

Emphasising the importance of the ordinary workers in the
factories, Mr. Rahman said that industrialisation was a means to
improve the standard of living of the common men. He appealed to the
employers “to see that their workers are kept happy and contented.”
He also stressed the need for maintenance of harmonious relationship
between the workers and the employers. It was a mutual
responsibility and genuine trade unions could be a help rather than
a hinrance in the maintainance of this relationship. He however,
said that “agitators and others subversive elements” were not trade
unionists but disruptors and he would not tolerate them.

In course of the deliberation of the conference, the Industries
Minister said that the Provincial Government would soon draw up
a comprehensive plan for the development of cottage industries in
East Pakistan for which a commission might be set up.

He said that cottage industries must be developed rapidly so as to
provide adequate employment facilities to the bulk of the
population. Laying particular stress on handloom industries, he said
the common man’s lot was vitally connected with the growth and
development of cottage industries.

“SHOCKING DISPARITY”

The industrialists, who agreed with the Industries Minister about
the scope of industrial development in the province, demanded the
early announcement by Government of a uniform industrial policy.
They disapproved of the “shocking disparity” in the industrial
development of the two wings. They also placed their grievances
about the inadequate issue of import licences for raw materials,
spare parts etc for industries in the province.
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The Minister remarked that the Provincial Commerce and
Industries Department had so far been “working as a mere Post
Office.” He said that the Provincial Government should be imme-
diately given powers in matters of commerce, trade and industries
as provided in the Constitution so that the pace of progress in these
fields might be accelerated. He added that in issuance of import
licences, allocation of shipping space and fixing of priority etc., the
opinion of the Provincial Government should previal.

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman said that government proposed the holding
of another conference of representatives of industries and trades in
the second or third week of October which was expected to be
attended by the Prime Minister, Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy the Chief
Minister, Mr. Ataur Rahman Khan and the Central Finance and
Industries Ministers. The representatives present in the conference
welcomed the idea of holding such regular and periodical
conference and thanked the Industries Minister for his initiative in
the matter.

Morning News
7th October 1956

Jamaat Replies to Mujib
Mujibur Rahman’s Assurance

Mr. Syed Hafizur Rahman, Ameer Jamaat-e-Islami, Dacca City,

issued the following statement to the Press yesterday (Saturday):
“Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, during the course of his speech
at Paltan Maidan yesterday, stated that during the Anti-
Qadiani Agitation of 1953 in the Punjab 10,000 Muslims
were killed and the responsibility for this wholesale
slaughter of Muslims lies on Maulana Maudoodi. He Quoted
Munir Report as authority for this statement. I really wonder
if the Hon’ble Minister has ever gone through this “holy
book” which he was holding in his hands while making
these sweeping remarks. For his information I would
rather let the Hon’ble Minister know that the very ‘holy
book’ (Munir Report) gives the total number killed as only
eleven and the responsibility for all this has been laid on
Abrar who are new the only supporters of Awami Leaguers
in West Pakistan.”
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PAKISTAN OBSERVER
20th October 1956

MUJIB LEAVING FOR MYMENSHING TOMORROW

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, Commerce and Industries Minister, is due
to leave here on Saturday for Mymensingh where he will address a
public meeting the same afternoon.

Mr. Rahman will return to Dacca the next day.-APP

PAKISTAN OBSERVER
22nd October 1956

Sk. Mujib To Tour Ctg.

East Pakistan Commerce, Labour and Industries Minister, Mr.
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman will leave Dacca for Chittagong on
October 24. At Chittagong he will visit industrial area and address
a public meeting on October 25. On the following day he will visit
Chandraghona Paper Mills and Kaptai Project.

Mr. Rahman will return to Dacca on October 27.
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PAKISTAN OBSERVER
29th October 1956

Sk. Mujib Visits Paper Mills At Chandraghona

CHITTAGONG, OCT. 26: The East Pakistan Commerce, Labour
and Industries Minister Sk. Mujibur Rehman visited the
Chandraghona Paper Mills and Kaptai Hydro-Electric Projects
today accompanied by a number of local leaders and MPAs. The
Minister inspected various departments of the mills.

He was shown different stages of development in manufacturing of
papers from raw materials to finish.

He visited the Labour quarter of the mills and talked with labour
representative there. He addressed a public meeting at Kaptai where
he dealt with food and other problems.

The Industries Minister, who arrived here from Dacca
Accompanied by the Chief Whip Mr. Abdul Jabber Khaddar, was
accorded a reception by a big crowd.

He was taken round the main thoroughfare of the town on an open
jeep while the cheering crowds on both sides of the road shouted
slogans of welcome.-APP.

PAKISTAN OBSERVER
29th October 1956

Sheikh Mujib Leaves For Pirozpur

East Pakistan Commerce, Labour and Industries Minister, Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman will leave here on November 1 for Pirojpur by set
plane.

From Pirozpur the Minister will go to Patuakhali on November 2 he
will reach Barisal on November 3.

Spending a day in Matbaria on November 4 the Minister will return
to Dacca on November 6.-APP.
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Morning News
18th November 1956

MPA’s Rejoinder to Mujib

(By A Staff Reporter)
Mr. M. A. Matin MPA in a statement last night said that the food
situation in East Pakistan had not yet been tackled effectively as
claimed by the Commerce and Industries Minister, Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman in a press interview in Karachi some days ago.
Reviewing the food situation in rural areas of the Province, the
MPA said that newly harvested paddy was being sold these days at
the rate of Rs. 25/26 per maund and the rice, Rs. 40/45 per maund.
Along with if he added, said is selling at Rs. 1/8 per seer and in
some cases the commodity was not available.
The MPA also requested the Government not to suppress the news
of starvation deaths to avoid legitimate demand of the people of
East Pakistan.
He said, I draw the attention of Moulana Abdul Hamid Khan
Bhashani in this regard as I am confident of his sympathy for the
starving millions of East Pakistan.
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Morning News
20th November 1956

Mujib Expresses Satisfaction

The East Pakistan Commerce, Labour and Industries Minister,
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, who arrived in Dacca yesterday afternoon
from Karachi, expressed satisfaction at the outcome of the high
level Industries Conference held in the Federal capital, reports APP.
The Minister, who led the provincial team to the conference told
newsmen that his Party’s promises of bringing industries under the
provincial administration had met with success.

He said many decisions, taken at the conference, would be of great
advantage to this province.

Mr. Rahman added, “For long nine years the people of East
Pakistan have suffered so much so that they lost purchasing power,
because the Central Government had failed to industrialize East
Pakistan. The representatives of the Muslim League and the United
Front had surrendered the demands of East Pakistan for their own
interests.

“It requires 25 years for East Pakistan to be at par with West
Pakistan so far as commerce industries are concerned”, he said.
“This is the first time in the history of Pakistan that such a
conference was held and our Party promised that if they came to
power industry will definitely come to the hands of the Provincial
Government. We are successful. We have got back many important
subjects under the provincial administration.”

Thirty thousand tons of cement would arrive at an early date, he
disclosed.

Replying to a question, Mr. Rahman said there was “no chance of a
rift in the Awami League Party,” which, he added, was a disciplined
organization. He declined to comment on Mr. Suhrawardy’s
directive to Mr. Usmani, Awami League Secretary, to resign.
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PAKISTAN OBSERVER
21st November 1956

Karachi Industrial Confce Decisions ‘Momentous’
A Big Step Towards East Wing’s Progress, Says Sk. Mujib

(BY A STAFF CORRESPONDENT)
Addressing a Press conference here yesterday, East Pakistan
Commerce, Labour and Industries Minister, Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman described the decisions taken at the Karachi high-level
Industries conference as “momentous” and a big step forward
towards East Pakistan’s progress and development.
The Minister, then, announced that the decisions reached at the con-
ference in Karachi would come into force from January 1, 1957,
after necessary legislations had been enacted.
It has been also decided, the Minister disclosed, that another
conference would soon be held, at the ministerial level, of represen-
tatives of the two wings and the Centre to discuss the allocation of
foreign exchange and foreign aid, between the two wings of the
country.
It is on the subject of foreign exchange that a number of questions
were put to the Minister who parried most of them, on the ground
that the subject could not be fully dealt with until the proposed con-
ference is held.
The Minister however disclosed that the East Pakistan Government
would demand 50 percent share of Pakistan’s total earning of
foreign exchange, after necessary allocation has been made for
defence. “We want foreign exchange. Without it, taken Industries in
our hand is valueless,” he added. The position was more or less the
same with regard to foreign aid that comes into Pakistan. In the
past, East Pakistan has not been getting more than 10 percent as her
share of foreign aid the Minister told the Press conference.

THE LAST 9 YEARS

In the course of a prepared hand out which was read out at the Press
conference, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman began by discussing at length
the functions of the Provincial Government, under the Muslim
League regime, with regard to trade and commerce “During the last
nine years, the policy pursued by the previous government had
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created a situation in which the Commerce Department had become
a cipher and its existence a complete misnomer.”

The Commerce Minster said, “The Provincial Government
surrendered one by one the functions and responsibilities which
should have appertained to them. The culminating point was the
enactment of the Federal Control of Industies Act which invested
the Central Government with all powers and functions in regard to
27 industries. This list of 27 industries included almost everything.”
Even after the passage of the new constitution, the Minister said, the
control of the Central Government continued and the provisions of
the constitutions relating to industries had not yet been implemented.
It was with a view to enabling the Provincial Government to
discharge their responsibilities and functions effectively that the
Central Government convened this high level conference to define
powers and functions as provided in the constitutions as provided
in the constitutions, the Minister said.

The Commerce Minister, then, reviewed the results of the conference
which was attended by a team from East Pakistan, led by himself.
Among other things, the conference decided that Industries
connected with Defence shall be confined in the making of Iron and
Steel, ships and anti-biotics, sulpha drugs and anti-T.B. vaccines.
Besides this and the manufacture of Arms and Ammunition and
Explosive, fishing outside territorial waters and the Industrial units
owned wholly or partially by the Federation or by a Corporation set
up by the Federation, all other Industries shall be the
responsibilities of the Provincial Governments, the Minister stated.
“In regard to minerals excluding radioactive minerals and iron ores
other than yellow and red oxides they shall come within the
purview of the provincial Governments Coal mining is included in
the provincial sphere. The regulation of mines and the development
of all such minerals will also be under the control of the Provincial
Government and with regard to licensing the Provincial
Governments’ recommendations will be final within the bulk of
ceilings allocated to the province. There will be a separate
controller of Imports and Exports in this province. The Director
General of Supply and Development, which will have a separate
Director General for this wing, will now confine their activities to
external procurement involving foreign exchange only. All the
internal procurement shall be made by the provincial Government.
A small industrial corporation will also be set up for which the
Central Government have placed rupees ten lakhs at the disposal of
the Provincial Government.”

The Minister said the PIDC would have an effective projection in
this wing and the extent and the scope of its undertakings in this
province should be widened in the light of the development project.
The internal supply and distribution of coal, coke cement, iron and
steel would under the new arrangement be entirely with the
Provincial Government, he added.
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The allocation of shipping space between East and West Pakistan
should be made by a high-powered committee in which the
provincial Governments should be represented into force from
January 1, 1957, after the Minister said.

The Minister disclosed that a scheme would be introduced to
register Pan dealers and only those registered with the Provincial
Government would be allowed to export Pan.

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman ended his statement by paying compliments
to the Central Commerce and Industries Minister and his colleague
from West Pakistan for understanding and sympathy they showed in
assessing the needs and requirements of East Pakistan.

Morning News
21st November 1956

Mujib’s Rejoinder to Manzar

East Pakistan Commerce and Industries Minister, Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, who is also the General Secretary of East Pakistan Awami
League has issued the following statement on Monday:

“My attention has been drawn to a news item published by a
section of the Press that Mr. Manazar-e-Alam. Joint Secretary of the
Pakistan Muslim League on his return to Karachi, a few days ago
had circulated a hand-out alleging that gruel kitchens set up to feed
the famine-stricken people in East Pakistan were being utilized for
securing political advantages by the Awami League and that those
opposed to joint electorates are refused food served from these
gruel kitchens.

“This is a palpably untrue statement, malaciously made hardly
deserve any repudiation here the East Pakistan, because the people
are ruby aware of the actual state on affairs. But it calls for a
public refusal since there is a danger of the unwary and uninformed
public in the western wing being misled into behaving this canard
put forward by this Muslim League functionary calculated to create
political mischief.

“The author himself must have realized that he should make such a
fancy, down-right mischievous statement in a more remote and
hospitable atmosphere in Karachi rather than in Dacca for he knows
it very well that if he had made such a statement anywhere in East
Pakistan people’s wrath would have welled up so much that it
would have overwhelmed him.”

“For the benefit of those of our compatriots, who are not conversant
with the constitution and actual working of the gruel kitchens. I am
briefly giving the following details:

(1) There are about 1,000 gruel kitchens now being operated in
various places in East Pakistan. In every union the local Food and
Relief Committee which has been reconstituted by the present
Government to make it broad-based reflecting all sections of opinion
is operating the gruel kitchens under the overall supervision of
Government officials.

8%

(i) Government is supplying free rice to every gruel kitchen from
two maunds, upward daily.

(iii) Incidental expenses for running the gruel kitechens are met by
raising voluntary subscriptions locally.

(iv) Government meet such contingencies where voluntary
subscriptions are not forthcoming. So far Government have
sanctioned Rs. 80,000 for this purpose.

It will, therefore, be seen that while these gruel kitchens are
supplied by the Governments these are run purely on voluntary
service given on social and humanitarian consideration without any
party or political consideration. Even if it desired to run these gruel
kitchens by officials it would have been impossible to do so
because so many Government servants are not available. The
distribution of food in the gruel kitchens is left with the local
workers who volunteer their services on social and humanitarian
considerations and not for grinding political axes. No political
consideration is shown in accepting the services of these volunteers.
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PAKISTAN OBSERVER
22nd December1956

MUJIB DENIES M.L. ALLEGATIONS

East Pakistan Commerce, Labour and Industries Minister Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, who is also the cretary of the Provincial Awami
League, held out a challenge last night to Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan,
East Pakistan Muslim League President, to contest personally any
bye election on any issue.

In a rejoinder to the League President’s recent statement on the
results of the bye-elections alleging “unfairness” in the election
Sheikh Mujib emphatically denied any kind of unfairness
whatsoever. He added the bye-elections were held under strict
orderliness and there was no evidence of any case of “corruption or
intimidation” of Muslim League workers.-APP

Morning News
22nd December 1956

Mujib’s Rejoinder to Tamizuddin

East Pakistan Commerce and Industries Minister, Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, who is also the Secretary Provincial Awami League held
out a challenge last night to Maulavi Tamizuddin Khan, East
Pakistan Muslim League President to contest personally any
by-election on any issue, reports APP.

In a rejoinder to the League President’s recent statement on the
results of the by-elections, alleging unfairness in the elections,
Sheikh Mujibur emphatically denied any added the by-elections
were held under strict orderliness and there was no evidence of any
case of ‘corruption or intimidation’ of Muslim League workers.
The Awami League Secretary said that the Muslim League held the
reigns of power for nine years and “ruined the country by their
“misrule and nepotism” and added that Muslim Leaguers, were
again out “to exploit the people for their own benefit and
advantage.”
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He cautioned the people of the province to be on the alert about
their “new maneuverings and intrigues” to mislead the masses
struggling to maintain the democratic institutions and moral values.
Mr. Mujibur Rahman recalled that during last general elections.”
the Muslim League Government arrested over 1 (200 workers of
opposition parties and the use of the Safety Act was made to the
maximum for political purposes.” As against this, he said, the
people enjoyed complete freedom of speech during the by-elections
and there was no Safety Act hanging over their heads. Nor was a
single worker of any political party arrested. In fact no fairer
election would have been possible, he asserted.

He added, “It is to justify their second consecutive defeat at the
hands of the people that these allegations have been concocted. In
fact, taking undue advantage of our toleration and the freedom
given by the present Government, the Muslim League resorted to
every conceivable device to rouse the communal passions of the
people and launched a highly mischievous campaign of personal
attacks against the Awami League and its leaders.”

“The people of East Pakistan are politically conscious and they will
not allow Muslim Leaguers to come to forefront politically in the
province” the General Secretary concluded.

PAKISTAN OBSERVER
25th December 1956
SK. MUJIB TAKEN ILL

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, East Pakistan Minister for Commerce,
was suddenly taken ill yesterday.
The doctors have advised him complete rest and also not to receive
any visitor till he recovers.-APP.
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Morning News
4th January1957

3-Day Baby Show in Dacca From Today
Ata & Mujib’s Messages

East Pakistan Chief Minister Mr. Ataur Rahman Khan in a message
to the forthcoming Baby Show said, “The state of our children
population is deplorable and no serious efforts have so far been
taken to improve their lot”, reports APP.

The three-day baby show will begin in Dacca from January 4.

The Chief Minister added: “The future prosperity of a country
depends on its younger generation and I am very happy that
mothers have come forward to do their duty by the children”.

The Chief Minister said that the responsibility of moulding a child’s
mind depended with the mother and added it was highly
encouraging that the Baby Show was being organised under the
auspices of the Child Welfare Committee. He also welcomed the
efforts of the mothers and wished the function all success.
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Morning News
13th January1957

Labour Trouble
Climate Never More Peaceful- Mujib

(By A Staff Reporter)

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, Minister for commerce, Labour and
Industries, Government of East Pakistan, in a statement issued in
Dacca yesterday said that the climate for peaceful development of
this province had never been more peaceful than it was at present.
He said that there had been “some industrial disputes between the
labour and the management in some places but all these disputes
have been amicably settled and Government is ever vigilant on the
industrial secne and in matters of labour relations.”

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman said, “Even in the richest of rich Western
countries the labour periodically asks for higher wages and more
amenities. In our case, we want the labour to get a fair deal from the
employers and I dare say that the employers themselves feel the
supreme need- for keeping a contented labour.”

The Minister said that the report of widespread labour trouble in
East Pakistan was “mischievous propaganda.”

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman said that during his last visit to Karachi a
few days ago a number of industrialists had offered their services
for the industrial development of this wing “Perhaps discouraged
by this trend and the great interest evinced by industrialists
elsewhere in East Pakistan,” the Minster said, “Those forces of
darkness, doom and fear which do not like the prospect of a better
and more prosperous East Pakistan have mounted this propaganda
offensive. I am sure they will fail in their objective.”
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Morning News
15th January1957

Mujib leaves for New Delhi

(By A Staff Reporter)
The East Pakistan Commerce, Labour and Industries Minister,
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, left Dacca for Calcutta yesterday
morning on route New Delhi, where he will join the Pakistan
delegation to the Pak-Bharati trade talks opening there today
(Tuesday). The Minister was accompanied by his departmental
Secretary, Mr. Kadri and the Industries Director, Mr. Imtiazi.
The East Pakistan Chief Minister, Mr. Ataur Rahman Khan, who is
also a member of the delegation, will leave for New Delhi on
Thursday. He will be accompanied by the Chief Secretary. Mr. H.
Ali and a few other officials.
The New Delhi talks will aim at renewing the Pakistan-Bharat
Trade Agreement which expires on January 31. The Pakistan team
will be led by the Central Commerce and Industries Minister. Mr.
Abul Mansur Ahmed.
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DAILY DAWN
15th January 1957

More sacrifice needed to preserve freedom
-ATAUR RAHMAN

DACCA, Jun 14: The East Pakistan Chief Minister, Mr Ataur
Rahman Khan, said at Narayanganj yesterday: “The freedom that
we have achieved after long sufferings and sacrifices is dearer to us
than our lives, and we are ready to make more sacrifices to
safeguard it.”

The Chief Minister’s speech at the Anti-Air Raid Demonstration in
observance of Civil Defence week, was read by the provincial
Commerce and Industries Minister, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

The Chief Minister said that the Civil Defence Organisation which
as the fourth arm of defence played an important part for the
safety and security of the civil population in times of war, could
also do a good deal of social service during peace time.

Mr. Ataur Rahman Khan appealed to the Civil Defence workers to
devote themselves to nation-building activities and held stamp out
profiteering, smuggling and blackmarketing which had “paralysed
the society.”

Expressing his great satisfaction at the successful observance of the
Civil Defence week, Mr. Khan thanked all those who had been
selflessly working for strengthening the internal defence of the
country and said that the Government would spare no pains for
further development of the Civil Defence Organisations.

Fire Brigade, police and Ansars participated in the demonstration.

Morning News
19th January1957

Mansoor Ata, Mujib to Accompany Nehru
Inauguration Of Swimming pool reactor

(Our New Delhi Correspondent)

Jan. 18: Mr. Abul Mansoor Ahmad, Pakistan’s Minister for
Commerce and leader of the trade delegation now in New Delhi,
Mr. Ataur Rahman Khan, Chief Minister, East Pakistan, and Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, Minister for Commerce and Industry, East
Pakistan, will accompany Mr. Nehru in his personal plane to
Bombay on Sunday morning to witness the opening of the
swimming pool reactor at Trombay outside Bombay which Mr.
Nehru will formally open.

This morning Mr. Abul Mansoor Ahmad had a 40-minute interview
with Mr. Nehru and thereafter other Ministers of Pakistan’s trade

pl(d(q

delegation joined Bharat’s Premier and Mr. Abul Mansoor Ahmad
for half an hour.

Nazir Ahmad to attend

A Karachi report says: Dr. Nazir Ahmad, Chairman of the Pakistan
Atomic Energy Commission, is due to leave here next Sunday to
participate in the inauguration of the opening of the first atomic
reactor at the invitation of the Bharati Government.

Another senior official of the Commission, Dr. Alam, will also
accompany Dr. Ahmad.

They are due to return here on Jan. 26 to 27.
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PAKISTAN OBSERVER
26th January 1957

MUJIB’S SYMPATHY FOR WORKERS

East Pakistan Commerce, Industries and Labour Minister Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman urged upon the industrialists and employers here
to give a “fair deal to their labourers. He added, “the working
classes are entitled by right to reasonable amenities and comforts to
be determined from time to time on economic considerations. It
will not do if attention is only paid when things have gone wrong.

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman who was speaking as the Chief guest at
the annual dinner of the United Chamber of Commerce and
Industries at Hotel Shahbagh last night said it was time that a
positive bias was given to the present attitude. “One has to co-operate
with others for mutual benefits and the sooner this is realized, the
better”, he added. —APP.
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Morning News
26th January1957

Serve Maximum Interest of Province

(By A Staff Reporter)
The East Pakistan Labour, Commerce and Industries Minister
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman speaking at the annual dinner of the
United Chamber of Commerce and Industries, Dacca, at Hotel
Shahbagh yesterday said, “The western wing has marched ahead of
us and this growing imbalance and lopsidedness in our national
economy can only disappear if fullest use is made and quickly of
the available resources.
He hoped that the industrialist here would make an all-out
Endeavour to serve the maximum interest of the Province in all
possible ways.
The Minister made an appeal to the industrialists and “other
employers” to give a fair deal to their workmen. Labour welfare he
said, was both a legal and moral responsibility of the employers.
The Minister told the industrialists, “I shall now look forward to
your co-operation, advice and active role in the improvement of the
economic conditions of East Pakistan.”
Mr. Mujibur Rahman thanked the members and the officials for the
assurance given to him to co-operate in the improvement of the
economic conditions in the Province.
Earlier the President of the Chamber. Mr. H. M. Hasan, drew the
attention of the Commerce Minister towards the problems facing
the trade and the industrialists in East Pakistan.
He suggested that all industries should be exempted from income
tax for a period of a 5 years and the limit of exemption of income
tax as well as of sales tax should be reduced in order to encourage
the investments.
He stressed upon the Government to set up the office of the Chief
Controller of Imports and Exports and Director-General of Supply
and Development in Dacca.
He urged upon the Government to take into confidence the
Chambers of Commerce before entering into any trade pact or
finalizing the commercial and industrial policies.
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DAILY DAWN
27th January 1957

Mujib demands fair deal for labourers

DACCA, Jan 26: The East Pakistan Commerce, Industries and
Labour Minister, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, urged upon the
industrialists and employers here to give a fair deal to their labourers.
He added: “The working classes are entitled by right to reasonable
amenities and comforts to be determined from time to time on
economic considerations. It will not do if attention is only paid
when things have gone wrong.”

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, who was speaking as the chief guest at
the annual dinner of the United Chamber of Commerce and
Industries at Hotel Shahbagh last night, said it was time that a
positive bias was given to the present attitude. “One has to co-operate
with others for mutual benefits and the sooner that is realised, the
better,” he added.

Recalling the state of affairs, which retarded industrial progress in
the province so long, Mr. Rahman said that the backlog “cannot be
overcome overnight.” He said that proper use of available resources
here could remove the “ill-balance and lopsidedness in our
national economy” which was due to more industrial progress of
West Pakistan.

Mr. Rahman appealed to the industrialists to extend active co-operation
with the Government in their efforts to improve the condition of the
people by industrialising the province. He also urged them to help the
Government to root out corruptions in all walks of life.

He assured the industrialists that his Government would do their
utmost for the prosperity and development of the country and
improvement of the condition of the masses.

The Minister said that East Pakistan had suffered for nine long years
from “maladministration and corruptions” which dogged its
progress. He said that the present Government thought that time had
come when the demand of the people here should be fulfilled.
Immense injustice, he added, were done to them during this years.
Appealing for the co-operation of the industrialists he said, “East
Pakistan did not want from the centre more than what they
deserved.” They want justice for this wing of Pakistan, he added.
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Morning News
14th February1957

Mujib Denies Press Reports
Says No Differences with Bhashani

Karachi, Feb. 13 (APP): Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the East Pakistan
Minister and General Secretary of the Provincial Awami League,
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today denied that he was planning to launch a campaign against
Maulana Bhashani.

Sheikh Mujib said that there were no differences between him and
Maulana Bhashani who was the accepted head of the Awami
League organization in East Pakistan and ‘I am his loyal secretary.’
He added that such reports being circulated to create differences in
the Awami League Party which at present was a united and
cohesive party. “There is no truth in these reports. They are
absolutely false.”

He said his relations with Maulana Bhashani were good, old and
unimpaired. They had worked together and for the same
organization over the last eight years. ‘We share common memories
of hardships endured in jail. We have no differences.

London, Feb. 13: The Popular Peterborough column, London Day
by Day, in the Daily Telegraph London, of Feb. 8, carries the
following report:—

In its anger at the United Nation over Kashmir, India News lets
itself go. This threepenny weekly news sheet emanates from India
House and its editor. Mr. Rajendranath Gupta, works in the Press
Department there.
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PAKISTAN OBSERVER
26th February 1957

MUJIB VISITS P.I.F

East Pakistan Commerce, Labour and Industries Minister, Mr.
Sheikh Mujibbur Rahman yesterday evening appealed to the
industrialists to develop the industries of the Province by utilizing
its huge stock of raw materials. Mr. Rahman who was speaking
from the announcement room of the Pakistan Industrial Fair in
Dacca said that no country could prosper unless it developed her
own industries.

The Minister said that every year such exhibition should be
organized to encourage the indigenous products.

Earlier, Mr. Rahman went round talking to the stall-holders about
the exhibition visiting stalls and their goods.
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PLF. announced the lucky Ticket numbers which was drawn
yesterday in presence if the Director of Industries, Government of
East Pakistan and other officials.

The holder of ticket number 8 got the first prize of medium wave
five bulb Radio set; ticket number 425 got one table clock in the
second prize and the third prize silk blouse piece to ticket holder no.
250.-APP.

S
A Sxeq

I AP GRS SRR TFF (N YT el

FRWE, S A (@, B, 1) 1- oK ~Afssica iy qifoey ¢ gaife v
WWWWWWWWW@NWW
T A1 STHRA ST 1 2R Srei Sfs ST | FI2FTRIT 9F
G e Tger e fofy Sotare Te<y S0 |

T GoICel eell BT~ STl ST Begrd ot
fof I @, SR SR SRER SN SCAF AT TAE
feE e NN fcere |

TR SR SIS &) S SRR CHRTLICET ST T |
o wfife zed FriiR Swd Jfw f$F It @, TR
(BB T2 AW ALFOFIE FANS SR QI T Z23NE |
el ST AR fof sEeita e fRosaa s W @ S[
ﬁgg%ﬁ%@rﬁ?ﬁmﬂ@rma@ﬁmﬁfwwmﬂm

|
ARSI SAfvdT ST @ Afer TR 9T FCTEAH Ol AT FCI |

PAKISTAN OBSERVER
3rd March 1957

Sk. Mujib To Tour Districts

East Pakistan Commerce, Labour and Industries Minister Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman is leaving Dacca on March 3 on a two-day tour of
Tippera and Noakhali Districts. In course of his tour Mr. Rahman
will address public meetings at Daulatganj on March 3 and at
Choumuhani on March 4.

Returning to Dacca on March 5.

Morning News
3rd March 1957

Mujib Criticises Past Govts.

Faridpur, Mar. 2 (APP): Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, East Pakistan
Commerce and Industries Minister, emphasizing the prime need of

a9

weeding out corruption that had vitally affected the present society
said unless we get rid of corruption, it is absolutely impossible on
our part to force ahead.

Addressing a public meeting on Thursday at Krishnapurhat, 10
miles off here, the Minister referred to the present “condition of the
province and bitterly criticized the past Governments for their
apathy towards the causes of the common people. He also related
the repressive measure of the past regimes taken to suppress the
movements of the masses.

Mr. Rahman referred to the critical time when the present regime
tools office and said that the food problem was then raging in the
country and it was through untiring efforts of the Government that
the people were saved from impending calamity.

About the local grievances he assured his help in redressing them.
Referring to Kashmir, he reiterated the Government’s stand for free
and impartial plebiscite for the Kashmiris to decide the issue.
Later addressing a conference of the primary school teachers, he
assured all possible help in meeting their grievances. He however
asked them not to be impatient if all their grievances resulting from
long neglect could not be met immediately.
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Morning News
7th March1957

Private & Foreign Capital Will be Welcome Mujib
Plan to Regulate Forward Trading in Food grains

Chittagong, Mar. 6 (APP): The East Pakistan Commerce, Labour
and Industries Minister, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, today
emphasized the importance of increasing the acreage of tea by
rehabilitation derelict gardens and bringing under cultivation new
acreage in under to achieve the higher production targets.

The Minister, who was addressing the Ninth Annual General
Meeting of the Pakistan Tea association here, reiterated that the
Government shall welcome and continue to encourage private and
foreign capital for investment in the province. “Let there be no
worry and no anxiety on this account in the mind of any one.” he
added.

He declared that Government had fixed the tea production target at
a million pounds per annum to be achieved within the next few
years. He promised that Government would give all possible
assistance to the industry in improving the quality and increasing
the quantity of its annual production.

Mr. Rahman expressed satisfaction at the constant increase in
external and internal demand. Which he added “Justifies the target
in view.”

He told the Association that Pakistan Tea Board was taking suitable
steps to step up consumption, both at home and abroad and said,
“They need your co-operation in the matter of prices, which must
be kept at economic levels.

Turning to the specific points raised in the address by the Chairman
of the Association, the Minister assured the Association that
government determined to keep down the prices of foodgrains at
reasonable level and none would be allowed to make capital of
human misery by creating or exploiting artificial scarcity.

Mr. Rahman said that Government had taken up various measures
for tackling the food problem. He disclosed that Government was
proposing to regulate forward trading in foodgrains, in order to curb
the speculative tendency.

Packing Material
Referring to the shortage of packing material, the Minister
informed that there should not be any apprehension as the two

bR T

tea-chests manufacturing units in the country would definitely be in
a position to meet the current annual requirements of the tea
industry in respect of tea chests. He further told them that the Forest
Department had informed that with the existing forest resources
and existing plywood manufacturing capacity, there was no
question of supply falling short of demand “Shortfall”. If any Mr.
Rahman added, would be met by imports either of raw material or
of finished products.

He said that their request for the supply of 600 water-tight railway
wagons per month had been passed on to the railway authorities,
who had promosed to do their very best within their limitations. Mr.
Rahman also told them that a telephone exchange was being
opened at Srimangal and said that the Posts and Telegraphs
authorities had also informed that their request for a telephone
connection at Shamshernagar would receive favourable consideration.

He expressed gratification at the ‘Pakistanisation’ of the
covenanted posts in the Tea Estates during the last one year. Mr.
Rahman said that he was sure ail commercial concerns would
follow sun in this regard.

Mr. Rahman said that the civil aviation authorities were currently
exploring the possibilities of linking up Sylhet with Dacca by
regular air service and considered the prospects of the protect going
through to be fairly bright. He said that there were certain technical
hitches like the procurement of necessary equipment, apart from
financial implications, “Your offer of subsidizing the service will be
immensely useful and make the introduction of the projected
service easier,” he said.

As regards the supply of requirements such as building material, the
Minister promised that the Government would treat the matter on a
special footing. He said that if the Association furnished to his
department a consolidated statement of its requirements,
estate-wise duty supported by relevant facts and figures, steps to
meet these requirements by making adhoc imports through Director
General of Supply and Development might be taken.

He noted with satisfaction that the Association shared Governments
anxiety in raising the standard of living of the Tea Estate Workers.
He suggested the Association to take up various measures such as
improving the housing conditions, removal of ‘unsustainable;
distinction between the male and female workers, stopping of
employing children in tea gardens or factories, and extension of
medical, education and leave facilities.
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PAKISTAN OBSERVER
21st March 1957

SK. MUJIB REFUTES SARKAR’S STATEMENT

The Commerce, Industries and Anti-Corruption Minister, Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman told the House yesterday that up till now not a
single Anti-Corruption case was withdrawn. All the cases were
under investigation, he added.

Mr. Rahman refuting the charges by Mr. Abu Hussain Sarkar,
Leader of the Opposition, levelled against the present Government,
said that Mr. Sarkar himself, ordered withdrawal of anti-Corruption
case instituted against the Chairman, Vice-Chairman and others of
the East Pakistan Provincial Co-operative Bank. He said that the
case was withdrawn in spite of the opposition by the Legal
Rememberancer at the East Pakistan Government.

He was replying to discussion on the cut motions moved on the
demand relating to industries.-APP.

Morning News
28th March 1957
PIDC Director Meets Mujib

Mr. S. Zaman, Director, PIDC, yesterday (Wednesday) called on
Sk. Mujibur Rahman, Provincial Industries and Labour Minister,
and discussed the labour situation of the Province with reference to
the recent incidents in Khulna industrial area.
On Tuesday Mr. Zaman met the Prime Minister of Pakistan, Mr. H.
S. Suhrawardy, and officials of the Government of East Pakistan.
Mr. Zaman is now on tour of PIDC projects in East Pakistan.
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PAKISTAN OBSERVER
3rd April 1957

Adjourned Meeting of A.L.W.C.
To Be Held On April 5

Mr. Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, General Secretary of East Pakistan
Awami League announced here yesterday that the adjourned
meeting of the Provincial Awami League working Committee will
be held on April 5 at 9 a. m. at 56 Simson Road, the Awami League
headquarter.

Moulana Abdul Hamid Khan Bhasani, East Pakistan Awami
League Chief will be present in the meeting.-APP.
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Morning News
17th April 1957

Labour Advisory Board Meets

(By A Staff Reporter)

The East Pakistan Minister for Commerce, Labour and Industries,
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, addressing a meeting of the East Pakistan
Labour Advisory Board in Dacca yesterday, said that the main
objective of the Government’s labour policy had been “justice for
all”.

The Minister, who was presiding over the meeting held in the
Cabinet Secretariat, claimed that the Government tried to create
conditions in which the investors should feel secure and assured of
fair return of their investment and the workers were happy and assured
of fair wages for their labour. These were the conditions in which, he
thought industry should prosper and labour should flourish.

The agenda of yesterday’s meeting included, among other things,
the general labour situation in the province, measures necessary to
maintain industrial peace and to improve employer-employee
relationship, fixation of minimum wages and speedier conciliation

rd

of industrial disputes. Yesterday’s deliberations were confined to
general discussion in which Mr. Aftab Ali, Mr. M. A. Jalil, Mr.
Fazlul Quader Choudhury, Mr. Zahur Ahmed Choudhury, Mr. P. K.
Sen Gupta, Mr. M. R. Khadem and Mr. A. K. Khan participated.
A sub-committee was formed with Mr. Zahur Ahmed Choudhury,
Mr. Mominuddin Ahmed, Mr. Md. Sulaiman, Mr. P. K. Sen-Gupta,
Mr. Deben Das, MPA, Mr. Faiz Ahmed and Mr. Mazlur Rahman,
representing the workers, and Mr. M. A. Jalil, Mr. Ravenseroft, Mr.
H. P. Carse, Brigadier M. A. Latif Khan, Mr. A. F. Khan and M.R.
K. C. Chakrabarty representing the industrialists to discuss
threadbare the subjects included in the agenda and submitted body.
The sub-committee will meet today.

Morning News
17th April 1957

Mujib has no knowledge
UF Members’ Overtures

Karachi, April. 16 (APP): Sk. Mujibur Rahman East Pakistan’s
Minister for Industries and the General Secretary of the Awami
League, said here today he was not aware of any overtures on the
part of some United Front members to join his Party.

Replying to Pressmen’s queries here today, Sk. Mujibur Rahman
stated that United Front members were welcome to join the Awami
League if they were prepared to come in unconditionally.

He said, he had finally decided to resign as the Provincial Minister
for Industries and Commerce. He would resign his Cabinet post
before the end of May next and devote himself exclusively to
organising and strengthening the Awami League.

He said he was hopeful that Maulana Bhashani would visit West
Pakistan shortly. The Maulana, according to his information, was at
present in the mofussil areas and it was difficult to communicate
with him directly.

However, he added, the Maulana had received the message sent to
him by Mr. Ataur Rahman Khan, East Pakistan’s Chief Minister,
and himself, requesting him to visit West Pakistan. He was hopeful
that the Maulana would undertake the trip.

Morning News
8th May 1957

Maintain Patience
Mujib’s Appeal To Labourers

(By A Staff Reporter)
The East Pakistan Minister for Commerce, Labour and Industries,
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, addressing a public meeting at Kaslipur,
Narayanganj, yesterday, appealed to the workers and labourers to
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maintain discipline and exercise patience without which no
industry could be developed in the country.

The Minister, who inaugurated the rationing system in the area
yesterday, dwelt at length in his speech on the economic,
agricultural and industrial position in the Province and appealed to
the people to give the present ministry at least three years time to
cope with the problems.

He said that when the present ministry name into power the overall
economic condition of the province was very bad. The total revenue
of East Pakistan, he said, was about Rs. 34 crores whereas the
expenditure amounted to about Rs. 54 crores. As a result of this
deficit and the adverse economic condition help was sought from
friendly countries.

The meeting, which was presided over by Mr. Qurban Ali, MPA,
was also addressed by Mr. Zahur Ahmed Chowdhury, MPA, Mr.
Bazlur Rahman, Secretary, Sub-Divisional Awami League, Mr.
Hatem Ali Talukdar and Mr. Dabiruddin Ahmed.

Morning News
9th May 1957

Labour Advisory Board to Meet On May 23

The Labour Minister, Sk. Mujibur Rahman, has convened a
meeting of the East Pakistan Labour Advisory Board on May 23 to
consider the general labour situation now prevailing in the province
and to take measures necessary to maintain industrial peace by
improving the relationship between the employers and the
employees, reports APP.

The agenda of the meeting, which will be held in the Committee
Room of the Provincial Assembly, will include the following:—
Fixation of minimum wages Industry-wise or unit-wise;
introduction of compulsory provident fund; payment of annual
bonus including Eid and Puja bonus; facilities of leave and holidays
with pay; compensation for involuntary unemployment; inclusion
of dearness allowance, in wages for payment of overtime, leave,
holidays and bonus; payment of overtime for work on closed
holidays; provision of residential accommodation or house rent
allowances in lieu thereof, for workers; provision of minimum
medical facilities; conditions for recognising trade unions;
provision of security of service by employers to wokers; compulsory
formation of Works Committees and security of service of the
members thereof; measures to check the growing tendency towards
illegal and lighting strikes and lockouts; stay-in strikes, other forms
of indiscipline and misconduct, go slow lacties, irregular attendance,
unauthorised and overstay of leaves; measures necessary to ensure
speedier conciliation of disputes by providing additional essential
facilities; measures necessary to eliminate inter-union rivalries, and
any other item with the permission of the Chairman.
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Morning News
19th May 1957

Bharat Forcing Labourers To Migrate to Pakistan
Will result in Repercussion : Mujib’s Waring

The East Pakistan Industries and Commerce Minister, Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, said in Dacca yesterday that the Bharati
Government by refusing “F” category visas to Pakistani citizens
working in West Bengal and Assam had been “indirectly forcing the
day labourers to migrate to Pakistan” reports APP.

In a statement issued in Dacca last night, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
said, “It is unfortunate that the Government of Bharat is forcing the
citizens of Pakistan numbering about 1,40,000 labourers working in
different parts of West Bengal and Assam to leave that country.
These people have been working there as day labourers generation
after generation and earning their livelihood.”

He added, “In the last Delhi Trade Pact I raised this question to the
Labour Minister assured me that he would look into the matter
sympathetically.”

“But unfortunately, no step was so far taken by the Bharati
authorities in this regard and on the other hand, ruthless repression is
being perpetrated on the labourers, by the industrialists.” he added.
Citing an example, Mr. Rahman said, “a few days ago, about 800
Pakistani labourers working in a firm were retrenched.” The Minister
warned and said that the Bharati authorities should not forget that
thousands of Bharati nationals were also working in Pakistan in
different industrial concerns. He said, “We have not yet taken any
action against any Bharati labourers working here. We want to live
together peacefully. But if the Bharati Government does not change its
hostile attitude, there will be very bad repercussion in East Pakistan.”
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Appealing to the Central Government, the Minister said that the
attention of the Bharati Government should be drawn to problems
being faced by the Pakistani citizens working in Bharat as day
labourers. He asked the authorities for immediate arrangements of
“F” category visas to those workers.
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Morning News
25th May 1957

Mujib Sent Oli Ahad Registered Letter

East Pakistan Awami League, General Secretary Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman said in Dacca on Thursday night that he had sent a notice
to Mr. Oli Ahad, suspended Organising Secretary of the Awami
League, asking him to show cause why he should not be expelled
from the Party, reports APP.

Mr. Rahman was commenting on the statement of Mr. Oli Ahad
who in a statement denied receipt of any formal notice “asking me
to explain certain alleged charges against me.”Mr. Rahman said
that he had sent a letter by Registered Post with acknowledgment
receipt. “I do not know why he (Mr. Ahad) has not yet received the
letter”, Mr. Rahman said.
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Morning News
28th May 1957

Mujib Refutes Sarkar’s Charges

East Pakistan Commerce, Industries and Labour Minister, Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman refuted the Allegations reportedly made by Mr.
Abu Hossain Sarkar, ex-Chief Minister and published in a section
of the local press that the present Awami League Coalition
Government was collecting funds from the traders and business
community for running the next general elections in the country,
reports APP.
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman who is also the Provincial Awami League
General Secretary in a statement issued in Dacca on Sunday night
said: “Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar, being a responsible Leader of the
opposition should not utter a thing about which he has no
knowledge. The allegations that he is stated to have made that the
Awami League Government have been collecting funds from the
traders and the business community do not bear an iota of truth in it.”
Mr. Rahman threw a challenge to Mr. Sarkar and his party and said
“if a single allegation which was made against the Awami League
Coalition Government can be proved, the Government will then
and there resign.”
Referring to the causes of high prices of commodities, the Minister
said the difficulty in getting shipping space from Karachi to
Chittagong and also from Chalna Port and the transport facilities
from the port areas to Dacca were among some of the important
factors that caused higher prices of commodities. He further added
that there was only one railway line to Chittagong with a limited
carrying capacity. The total number of wagnos which could move
on this line per day were 318 whereas at least 1000 wagons
carrying consumer goods and foodgrains should move to Dacca
from the port areas to meet the needs of the province. He further
added that only 60 wagons could be ferried at Bahadurabad Ghat to
despatch consumer goods to meet the necessities of the people of
northern districts of the province. This was much too small a
quantity of goods for the vast population there.
Regretting Mr. Rahman said these were the most important things
which the Muslim League and the United Front Government
willfully neglected any improvement.
He said, “we have however given the top-most priority to all these
problems and we are determined to improve the situation within a
short time. Meanwhile, we have completed construction work on
the Feni and Chittagong Road which will ultimately link
Chittagong and Daudkandi. This will facilitate road
communications at the least possible time.”

‘No Right’
The Awami League General Secretary said: “Mr. Abu Hossain
Sarkar and his party had got no right to question the honesty and

bY.1cq

sincerity of the Awami League Workers who have suffered and
sacrificed much under the tyranny of the United Front and the
Muslim League Governments. East Pakistan people have not yet
forgotten the history of the past, when Mr. Sarkar had to resign
from his office of Chief Ministership by the pressure of the people,
when rice was selling at Rs. 70 per maund.”

Continuing Mr. Rahman said, “another lie was reported to have
been uttered by Mr. Sarkar at his recent public meeting at the Paltan
Maidan. It is said that Mr. Sarkar made allegations saying Maulana
Bhashani had sent telegram to the Indian Prime Minster seeking his
approval whether Awami League should join the Convention.”
“Such irresponsible utterances on the part of a man like Mr. Abu
Hossain Sarkar is quite unthinkable” he said, and added “it may so
happen Mr. Sarkar shall have to prove these things in a court of
law.”

He said that the Awami League Coalition Government had
“tolerated many false allegations against them because they
believed in the civil liberts of the people. But he added they would
not tolerate such things which “go to impair the prestige and
interest of Pakistan.”

Morning News
31st May 1957

Mujibur Rahman Resigns

(By A Staff Reporter)
The East Pakistan Minister for Commerce, Labour and Industries,
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, tendered resignation of his office
yesterday.
The resignation letter was handed over to the Chief Minister, Mr.
Ataur Rahman Khan, following a discussion between them. The
Chief Minister is reported to have asked Mr. Mujibur Rahman to
continue to be in office till June 15.
Mr. Mujibur Rahman, who is the General Secretary of the East
Pakistan Awami League, it might be recalled, had agreed to resign
his post at the last Council session at Kagmari to devote himself to
the organisational work of his party.
The Awami League circles, when contacted, said that the
resignation of Mr. Mujibur Rahman was “very timely” as the
Awami League Council session which is going to be held within a
fortnight, was “fraught with danger” for the Ministry. Mr. Mujibur
Rahman, it was said, would now make all-out efforts to bring about
a rapprochement between the two groups in the Awami League
which had fallen apart after the resignation of nine Awami League
Working Committee members sometime ago.
The resignation of Mr. Mujibur Rahman is understood to have been
approved by Prime Minister Suhrawardy, who wanted him to pay
more attention towards reorganizing the party.
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PAKISTAN OBSERVER
12th July 1957

Sk. Mujib Hopeful of Closer Sino-Pak Ties

PEKING, July 10: Co-operation between China and Pakistan would
grow steadily closer, said Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, leader of the
Pakistan Parliamentary delegation, at a banquet given by him this
evening.

According to a New China news agency despatch, Liu Shao Chi,
Chairman of the National People’s Congress, was among the guests
present.

Remarking to the delegation’s stay in China Mr. Rahman said, “We
carry back with us the impression of a people resolute and
industrious working hard under wise leadership.”

R0

He continued, “though our social systems and form of Government
may be different, the peoples of our countries work for a common
objective. our people’s welfare in the social economic and political
fields, and we trust that there will be still greater means for contact
between our two peoples to promote their happiness and
well-being.

“We believe in peace and its indivisibility and as such we feel that
the problems of the weak nations are as important as the problems
of the great ones.

“We believe in truth, justice, and only by co-operation amongst
nations on these solid foundations can be world be a much better
place for mankind.

“I express the hope that all nations of the world, particularly those
in Asia, will subscribe to the letter and spirit enshrined in the United
Nations Charter and the Bandung decisions in the interests of
mutual benefit and human progress.”

Liu Shao Chi said that the delegation’s visit” has further strengthened
the friendship between the peoples of China and Pakistan.

He added that the Chinese people treasured this friendship,
“because it is not only in keeping with the interests of the peoples
of our two countries, but is also beneficial to the cause peace in
Asia and the world.

“We wish the people of Pakistan great new achievements in
safe-guarding their national independence and in their work of
national construction, Liu Shao Chi said. -APP.

PAKISTAN OBSERVER
19th July 1957

MUJIB RETURNS TODAY
URGENT SUMMONS FROM CHIEF MINISTER

(BY A STAFF CORRESPONDENT)
Sheikh Mujibuir Rahman who returns today (Thursday) from his
interrupted tour of the Far East will find himself and his party in a
none-too-happy position.
He had left Dacca on June 14 after his group’s spectacular victory
over Maulana Bhashani and the left-wingers in the Awami League
Council session-to lead a 10-man Parliamentary delegation to
China. Since then the victory has turned out to be more of a
headache for them than a matter to gloat over.
Chief Minister Mr. Ataur Rahman Khan had sent an urgent
summons to him to cut short his tour which otherwise would have
taken Sheikh Mujibur Rahman to Japan and the Philippines on his
return journey to home. Sheikh Mujib will now be returning from
Hong Kong where he had reached on June 15.
The Chief Minister’s urgent ‘come back’ message was sent, it is
understood, in view of the daily widening dissensions within the
Awami League.
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SIGNIFICANT

Political circles here thought it significant because Mr. Mujibur
Rahman is considered the only person in the organization who can
to some extent cope with the fast-deteriorating unpopularity of the
official Awami League and its leaders who are in power.

Besides, who presence of Sheikh Mujib, who is also General-
Secretary of the Awami League, is considered necessary in view of
the coming Democratic Convention called by the Awami League
President Maulana Bhashani and the ensuing Council session of the
Ganatantri Dal-a component of the coalition in the Province.

The Ganatantri Dal in its Council session-scheduled to begin at
Barisal on July 21-will take decisions which are likely to
jeopardize the position of the coalition government.

Moreover, the Democratic Con-vention and the new political party
which is likely to be formed at the convention is viewed by
political circles here as portending a bleak future for the Awami
League. Already the intra-party feuds and factions in the Awami
League have heightened the crisis within the party to a great extent,
the number of resignations of party workers from various districts
including those of a Vice-President and an ex-Vice-President have
reached well over 300. Some more resignations are expected
within the coming week-just before the Convention.

Whether or not Sheikh Mujibur Rahman succeeds in checking the
rot that has set in his party, his return home is being eagerly
awaited by his co-workers here. Before he meets the Chief Minister
who is now in Chittagong, he will probably have a first report of the
situation today from his colleagues and from the acting General
Secretary. The Chief Minister is expected to return here on Sunday.
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PAKISTAN OBSERVER
20th July 1957

BHASHANI-MUJIB TALKS

(BY A STAFF CORRESPONDENT)
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, General Secretary of the East Pakistan
Awami League, yesterday met Maulana Bhashani, his president
who has resigned but whose resignation has not yet been accepted
by the party.
It is gathered the meeting was arranged by a prominent Awami
Leaguer who feels that the Maulana should not desert the party at
this critical period.
Though Maulana Bhashani would not disclose what subjects were
discussed by them. Knowledgeable sources said that Mr. Mujibur
Rahman requested the Maulana to withdraw his resignation letter as
requested by the Awami League Council at its last session at Dacca.
They said Sheikh Mujib even assured that some personal
adjustments could be made to enable the Maulana to stay on as the
President of the organization.
Political circles here interpreted this meeting as indication of
anxiety of the ruling party to retain Moulana Bhashani as leader of
the organization.
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Morning News
24th July 1957

AL to Hold All-Pakistan Convention IN Dacca
Counteracting Bhashani’s Move

(By A Staff Reporter)

The East Pakistan Awami League high command is understood to
have decided to hold an All-Pakistan convention in Dacca within a
month with the obvious intention of counteracting the move
launched by its rebel President. Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan
Bhashani to unite the “democratic forces” in the country.

The decision was taken at the concluding session of the two-day
joint conference of the East Pakistan Awami League Working
Committee and the presidents and secretaries of the district and
subdivisional Awami League organizations held in Dacca last night.
The recent activities of the Maulana came under heavy criticism in
the meeting and the Working Committee was authorised to take any
decision with regard to the “expulsion of the Maulana” from the
Awami League. The suggestion was made by some influential
members and accepted by the meeting, it is reported.
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The working Committee will meet again on July 27 to adopt
measures “in the interest of the organization and the country” the
Awami League General Secretary, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, said in
a statement on the conclusion of the meeting.

The meeting was presided over by the Vice-President, Maulana
Abdur Rashid Tarkabagish, and was attended by, among others, the
acting Prime Minister of Pakistan, Mr. Abdul Mansoor Ahmed,
who arrived in Dacca earlier in the afternoon from Karachi, Chief
Minister, Mr. Ataur Rahman Khan, and a number of his Cabinet
colleagues.

The meeting, which deliberated for about seven hours with a break
for about half an hour for the evening prayers, covered wide range
of subjects with particular reference to the present split in the
organisation and the move to form a new political party under the
leadership of Maulana Bhashani.

The representatives of the districts apprised the Working
Committee of the political and food situation of their respective
areas and suggested ways and means to overcome the situation
arising out of the “frustration of the rank and file workers of the
Awami League.”

It transpired at the meeting that in certain areas such as
Mymensingh and Sylhet the Awami League had lost ground.

The meeting also discussed food situation which was reported to
have improved as a result of good harvest.

The meeting, which was attended by over 100 Awami Leaguers
including the Working Committee members, heard their General
Secretary, Mr. Mujibur Rahman speak for about an hour. He was
stated to have dwelt mainly on the organizational matters with
particular reference to the resignations submitted ....
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Mujib meeting presses today

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, Pakistan Commerce, laboure Industries
Minister will have press conference today in his office room in the
Secretariat. -APP.
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Bhashani Stabbed A.L. In The Back
SHEIKH MUJIB’S CHARGES

(By A STAFF CORREPONDENT)
The Awami League General Secretary Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,
yesterday (Monday) made a virulent attack on Maulana Abdul
Hamid Khan Bhashani, the erstwhile President of the Awami
League. Speaking at a press conference, which he termed in his
handout to be of “great significance”, held at Mr. Rahman’s
ministerial room in the Secretariat, the Awami League General
Secretary said that Maulana Bhashani had stabbed the organisation
in the back by resigning from the presidentship when the party was
contesting two by-elections in Sylhet and Barisal.
Mr. Rahman said it was evident from the recent activities of the
Maulana that he was acting in a pre-planned manner to sabotage the
organization and to form a new party “with the support of some
people”, when asked to identify those “people”, he said, that he did
not want to mention them by name: “you have seen them at the
recent convention”.
He referred to the July 16 statement of Maulana Bhashani wherein
he had slated the awami league coalition government for their
failure to implement the pledges they had given to the people at the
time of the last general elections. The statement was “a propaganda
and not only far from truth, but silly, malicious and motivated,” he
said.
Sheikh Mujib said the main plank of Maulana Bhashani’s criticism
was the foreign policy pursued by Mr.Suhrawardy’s government.
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Maulana Bhashani’s opposition to the foreign policy was based on
three points: policy of friendship with all countries of the world
ratification of foreign policy by the parliament and the failure of the
present government’s Kashmir policy.

Mr. Rahman said that Mr. Suhrawardy himself had declared time
and again that Pakistan had goodwill for all and malice towards
none. Mr. Suhrawardy’s recent visit to China was cited as an
example.

As regards the second point of criticism, he said the foreign policy
had also all the members of the United Nations security council
except one supported Pakistan. All these falsified the charges of
Maulana Bhashani in so far as the foreign policy was concerned.
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Pakistan Observer
14th August 1957

Dr. Khan Did Not Mean It
Sk. Mujib’s Comment On Peshawar Statement

General Secretary of East Pakistan Awami League, Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, said here on Monday that all democratic elements in the
country would resist any move such as the establishment of a
revolutionary council.

Commenting on the reported statement of Dr. Khan Sahib for the
setting up of such a Council for a period of five years, he said the
people cannot accept it.

He, however, felt that Dr. Khan Sahib did not mean what he
said.-APP.
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PAKISTAN OBSERVER
14th August 1957

Mujib A Liability to
Awami League
- SULAIMAN
The General Secretary of the East Pakistan Krishak Sramik Party
Mr. Mohammed Sulaiman in a statement issued last Monday
challenged Mr. Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s Claim that the Awami
League Coalition Party commanded a majority in the Assembly.
The Awami League, he said, had no chance even of swimming the
first onslaught against it in the next Assembly session.
Mr. Sulaiman further claimed that it was the Prime Minister
himself that induced “some KSP members” through “his friends”
into negotiations for a coalition.
Replying to a remark by Mr. Rahman that the KSP in coalition
would be a liability of the Awami League Mr. Sulaiman said that
Mr. Mujibur Rahman, who had recently come out of the Provincial
Cabinet, in fact, proved himself a liability of the Awami League.

Morning News
21st August 1957

East Pak Ministry Faces No Crisis
-ATA

Karachi, Aug. 20 (APP): The East Pakistan Chief Minister, Mr.
Ataur Rahman Khan, on his arrival here tonight from Dacca told
newsmen at the airport that his Ministry faced no crisis despite
recent defections from the Coalition party.

He said that only 16 members of East Pakistan Assembly left the
Coalition party but lots of members have joined and are joining the
ruling party.

His Ministry was as stable as ever he added.

Sk. Mujibur Rahman, General Secretary, East Pakistan Awami
League, also arrived by the same plane and made similar claim.

In reply to a question, the Chief Minister said the East Pakistan
Government has nominated the Provincial Communications
Minister, Mr. Kafiluddin Choudhry, to replace Sk. Mujibur Rahman
who has recently resigned from the Cabinet, in the National
Economic Council.

In reply to another question the Chief Minister said the Provincial
Assembly was expected to meet sometime in the third week of
September.

The Chief Minister besides, attending the National Assembly
session opening on August 22 will also participate in the National
Economic Council session beginning from Sept. 2.
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Morning News
31st August 1957

Adjournment Motion Disallowed
East Pakistan Minister’s Activities

The Finance Minister, Mr. Amjad Ali, announced in the National
Assembly today that passengers from West Pakistan to East
Pakistan would no longer be required to submit baggage
declaration form to the Customs authorities. The baggage also
would not be subjected to any search by the Customs.

The Finance Minister, however, said that normal restrictions on the
movement of gold— also applicable within West Pakistan— would
continue to operate and that police, acting on reliable information,
would be entitled to search any person proceeding from West to
East Pakistan.

These decisions were announced during the course of a debate on a
non-official resolution moved by Maulana Tarkabagish (A.L.)
which sought to do away with the restrictions on the movement of
gold resulting in disparity in the prices of gold in the two wings of
Pakistan. The motion was withdrawn following Mr. amjad Ali’s
assurances.

A non-official bill, moved by Mr. Mujibur Rahman (AL), which
seeks to change the financial year to run from July to June instead
of the present April to March period, was referred to a Select
Committee. The Select Committee will report back to House by
Dec. 15 next.

Ch. Azizuddin’s bill to amend the Constitution was also introduced
in the House today.

The bill, admitted after a stormy passage at arms between the
Treasury and the Opposition benches, is designed to prevent the
loss of permanent status and qualifying service of permanent Civil
Servants without cause, and to safeguard their claims for pension.
E. P. Minister’s Activities

Our Karachi: Office Adds: Today’s Morning News report that the
Pakistan Foreign Office has started vigorous investigation against a
Minister of the East Pakistan Government for activities prejudicial
to the interests of Pakistan indulged in during the MlInster’s
frequent visits to Calcutta, formed the subject matter of an
adjournment motion sought to be moved by M. Farid Ahmad (NI).
Mr. Farid Ahmad moved that the House be adjourned to discuss the
activities of a Minister of East Pakistan Government which were
prejudicial to the interests of Pakistan. The Minister, the motion
said, frequently visited Calcutta and indulged in activities which
were prejudicial to the interests of Pakistan.

Mr. Farid said that the activities of the Minister referred to in the
motion were such that if they were allowed to continue and
remained un-noticed its repercussions would be bad. Therefore,
they should be controlled.

QW0

Mr. Farid Ahmad supplied a copy of Morning News to the Speaker.
Rising on a point of order, Mr. Mujibur Rahman (AL) said that the
member was delivering a speech on a motion which had not yet
been admitted.

Mr. Farid: “I concede you have a better right to deliver speeches.”
The Speaker ruled that motion out of order with Mr. Farid Ahmad
pretesting that it was a serious matter and that a Minister should not
be allowed to indulge in such activities.

You might as well liquidate the State,” he said.

Karachi, Aug. 30 (APP): Pakistan Minister for Food and
Agriculture, Mr. Deldar Ahmad, will leave here for Moscow via
Kabul on Sept. 1 at the invitation of the Soviet Ministry of
Agriculture.
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PAKISTAN OBSERVER
2nd September 1957

Safety Act To Die Natural Death: C.M.

The Chief Minister Mr. Ataur Rahman Khan said yesterday that he
thought the Pakistan Safety Act would die its natural death. The
Ordinance which was promulgated recently extending the life of
the Act till April 30, 1958, was to have been placed before the
National Assembly in pursuance of a Constitutional provision. But
it was not done till yesterday when the Assembly was adjourned
since die.

Mr. Ataur Rahman Khan denied that Provincial Government was
thinking of re-introducing the Safety Act.

When questioned about the Press report on alleged objectionable
conduct of a senior member of the East Pakistan Cabinet during the
Visits to Calcutta, the Chief Minister said “I do not know anything
about it”.

Q8



The Chief Minister returned here yesterday from Karachi after
attending meetings of the National Assembly and the National
Economic Council.

He said to the Pressmen at the airport that the Provincial Assembly
was expected to meet on September 21. He also said that there was
no possibility of any expansion of the Provincial Cabinet “at the
moment” But he indicated that there might be a redistribution of
portfolios in view of the vacancies caused by the exit of Mr.
Mahmud Ali and Mr. Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

When asked to comment on Mr. Gurmani’s ‘forced’ resignation, the
Chief Minister said that the decision was taken by the Central
Cabinet and as such he had no comment to make. The matter was
not discussed in the Central Coalition Party, he added. He also did
not know if any other Republican Minister would resign in protest
against the removal of Mr. Gurmani.

On the political situation in the Province, the Chief Minister
repeated his earlier assertion that only 16 or 17 MPAs had left the
Awami League Coalition Party.

COALITION TALKS

When asked if there was any possibility of reviving the coalition
talks with the K.S.P., the chief minister posed a counter- question to
the pressmen: “were the talks closed?” but he immediately
amended the statement by adding that the talks were neither opened
nor closed.

The chief Minister also said that the Prime Minister might come to
Dacca on sept.10 on a 10 day tour of the province during which he
would visit some of the districts and address public meeting there.
Mr. Sheikh Mujibur Rahman the Awami league General Secretary,
and Mr. Peter Gemes also returned yesterday after attending the
National assembly session.
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Morning News
6th September 1957

Mujib Refutes ‘Allegation’

Shiekh Mujibur Rahman, General Secretary East Pakistan Awami
League, last night, refuted a local newspaper report that a meeting
of the Awami League, addressed by him and the Civil Supplies
Minister. Mr. Mansoor Ali, on Tuesday at Khulna was foiled due to
disturbance, reports APP.

Describing the report as “false and without any foundation,” he
said, the meeting “with a record audience” continued till late in the
evening in a peaceful atmosphere, “No one even rose up to ask a
question much less to disturb the meeting,” he said.

Referring to Wednesday’s incidents, he alleged that the procession
composed of the NAP and the Muslim League workers had
attacked the student’ function and the authorities were compelled to
clamp Sec. 144.

Morning News
7th September 1957

Mujib Ourlines ‘Achievements’

(From Our Chittagong Office)
Sept. 6 : Giving a resume of the one-year progress of the Awami
League Government, the former Provincial Industries Minister, Sk.
Mujibur Rahman told a vast concourse of humanity at the Laldighi
Maidan here today that in a remarkably short span of time the
Awami League Government has tried to weed corruption, develop
East Pakistan industrially and have imported foodgrains worth Rs.
56 crores so far.
Mr. Mujibur Rahman, in his “progress report” laid much emphasis
on the oft-levelled charge of corruption of Ministers and
Government servants. He said the corrupt practices indulged by the
Muslim League regime could not be washed away in a year’s time.
He however challenged that his former Cabinet colleagues were
corrupt.
He disclosed that so far 34 gazetted officers were suspended by the
Anti-Corruption department.

W9

He gave a detailed review of the work he did as Industries Minister
and added “I have done my best to help Bengali industrialists and
so far licenses worth Rs. 5 crores have been issued to the sons of

the soil.”
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Morning News
10th September 1957

Mujib’s Charge Against ML Refuted

(By A Staff Reporter)

Mr. A. Sabur, President, District Muslim League, Khulna, in a
statment issued yesterday refuted the charge made by Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, General Secretary, East Pakistan Awami League,
that the Muslim League in collaboration with the National Awami
Party created the disturbance which took place in Khulna on Aug. 4.
Mr. Sabur said the Muslim League has always been a silent
spectator to “this undemocratic action anywhere in the Province,
“The Muslim League, he added, had nothing to do with “the
province-wide gangsterism which is being indulged in by the party
in power.”

Mr. Sabur said that Mr. Mujibur Rahman’s speech at Khulna gave
enough provocation to bring out processions and demonstration.
“What has amazed us all is the conduct of the police and the use of
government vehicles by armed goondas supporting the party in
power,” he added.
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PAKISTAN OBSERVER
19th September 1957

AZIZUL HAQ NOT LEADING MAJORITY
Mujib’s Statement

Kushtia, Sept. 17:- The General Secretary of East Pakistan Awami
League, today refuted the claim of the KSP lead by Syed Azizul
Hagq, that it was the single largest majority party in the provincial
assembly.

In a statement issued here he said, “I am surprised to see in
newspapers a resolution passed by the KSP group, lead by Syed
Azizul Hagq, claiming that it is the single largest majority party in
the East Pakistan Assembly. I do not like to criticize the KSP or its
resolution because the people know that the Awami League has
strength of one hundred and two members. Besides, the Awami
League is being supported by the Congress, the UPP and the
scheduled castes federation members.

“It is therefore, surprising that Syed Azizul Haq has claimed his
group to be the single largest majority party. I challenge him to
produce him to produce the list of his group members with their
signatures to the Speaker of the assembly and if required we will
put forward our own list.

PAKISTAN OBSERVER
23rd September 1957

P.M ARRIVES IN KARACHI

KARACH]I, Sept. 22:-The Prime Minister, Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy
returned here this evening after a ten-day tour of Dacca.

He was received at the airport by a number of prominent citizens,
high-ranking Government officials, Awami Leaguers and admirers.
The Minister of State for Finance, Mr. Abdul Aleem was also
present at the airport to welcome the Prime Minister.

Mr. Suhrawardy parried all the questions put to him by the waiting
pressmen saying that he would not say a word without fully
examining the situation. Most of the questions related to the West
Pakistan politics.

Earlier Mr. Suhrawardy left Dacca for Karachi by the PIA plane.
Asked by newsmen at the Tejgaon Airport to comment on the
passage of the Anti-One Unit resolution by the West Pakistan
Assembly, the prime Minister said he could not say anything about
it without consulting his Cabinet colleagues and the President.
Replying to a question about coalition talks between the Awami
League and the krishak Sramik Party, Mr. Suhrawardy said no
decision had yet been taken on the matter.

The Prime Minister told pressmen that he had made it a point to
visit East Pakistan once in a month.
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Mr. Suhrawardy was seemed off by a large number of people
including Chief Minister Mr. Ataur Rahman Khan and his Cabinet
colleagues, General Secretary of East Pakistan Awami League
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, and Mr. Abdul Khalique high civil and
military officials and non-officials.-APP.

PAKISTAN OBSERVER
30th September 1957

EAST PAKISTAN ASSEMBLY
PROCEEDINGS

The following are excerpts from the East Pakistan Assembly
proceedings of September 28, 1957.

Mr. Qasem was heard saying that when the teeming millions in this
province were suffering from dire economic distress, it would be
quite improper for the House to pass a bill of such nature which
would increase the salaries of the members.

After several attempts of voicing his protest against the bill, Mr.
Nasiruddin Ahmed became disappointed and staged a walk-out as a
mark of protest.

The Central Minister Mr. Abdul Khaleque afterwards went to the
Deputy Speaker and tried to persuade him to postpone discussion
of the bill.

Before the recess for Asr prayer, complete pandemonium prevailed
in the House.

When the House resumed discussion clause by clause of the Bill
after 5-15 p.m. the Central Minister Mr. Khaleque again got up to
oppose the Bill. The Finance Minister Mr. Manaranjan Dhar and
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman also stood up to speak against passage of
the Bill. But they were again shouted down by the members
belonging to both sides.

When Sheikh Mujibur Rahman (A.L) requested the members of the
Treasury Bench not to oppose him, Mr. Abdul Hamid Chudhury
(A.L) replied “why the matter was not settled in the party
meeting?”

Mr. Nuruddin (A.L) who was also sitting behind Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman refused the request of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and said
that bill be passed.

At one stage, the Chief Minister, Mr.Ataur Rahman khan got up and
told the deputy speaker that unless order was restored it would not
be possible to follow the proceedings of the house.

He said that he had also an amendment to the bill. The chief
minister could not proceed further because of frequent interruption
and thumping of tables.

The chief minister then left the house.

The deputy speaker tried his utmost to restore order in the house but
failed. The bill was, however, passed with three official
amendments amidst continued confusion.
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After about 18 minutes of sitting, the house was again adjourned for
40 minutes.

When the house reassembled after the short adjournment the
finance minister, Mr. Manoranjan Dhar and Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman rose to address the deputy speaker when a large number of
members both from opposition and government benches also got up
and started speaking at the same time.

Protest to speaker

Mr. Dhar and Sheikh Mujibur Rahman appeared to be protesting to
the speaker against the manner in which the proceeding were being
conducted and although they could not be heard, it could be made
out with difficulty that they were complaining that they could
neither hear anything nor speak what they wanted.

They were then seen to be conferring with Mr. D.N. Dutta, Health
Minister and Mr. Mansoor Ali, Food Minister and the Secretary of
the Assembly standing while a constant noise was kept up by a
large number of members on either side.

The Deputy Speaker was heard to say that the ‘ayes have it’ which
presumably was the third reading of the bill coming to a close
which was again followed by noisy sense and the House was
adjourned for evening prayers.

After prayers Mr. Mahmud Ali (NAP) got up to say that during
consideration of the Members Salaries Bill some members in the
Opposition claimed a division which was not allowed.

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman (A.L) loudly denied Mr. Mahmud Ali’s
contention and said that nobody from the National Awami Party had
opposed the Bill. As a matter of fact no member had opposed the
Bill, he said and added that the Chief Minister, the Finance Minister
and himself had tried to raise some points but could not do so.

SHEIKH MUJIB REFUTED

Mr. Mohiuddin of the National Awami Party strongly refuted that
the Chief Minister Rahman and said that the Chief Minister himself
had opposed the bill and National Awami Party had demanded a
division on the bill which was not allowed. “I myself had called for
a division,” he declared loudly.

He was supported by Mr. Ashabuddin, also of the NAP who said
that he had also called for a division.

The Deputy Speaker said that nobody had demanded division.
Again Mr Mohiuddin and Ashabuddin declared that they had
demanded division.

This was followed by loud noise and shouts from both sides of the
House.

Mr. Masihur Rahman, L.S.G. Minister and Mr. Fazlul Qader
Chowdhry (M.L) were both seen on their legs at the same time.
Mr. Fazlul Qader said that some persons from the opposition had
demanded a division during the third reading of the Members
salaries Bill.
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There were loud protests from government benches. Mr. Fazlul
Qader said that the bill should not have come before the House
without the consent of the Chief Minister.
The Deputy Speaker declared that nobody had wanted a division.
Seven members from NAP again shouted that they had demanded
a division.-APP.

Morning News

2nd October 1957

Mujib Leaving for Moscow on Oct. 5

(By A Staff Reporter)
The General Secretary of the East Pakistan Awami League, Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, is expected to leave for Moscow on October 5, as
a personal envoy of Prime Minister Suhrawardy, it was reliably
learnt yesterday.
After a fortnight’s tour of the Communist countries, the East
Pakistani Awami League leader is expected to proceed to the USA.
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Morning News
6th October 1957

Mujib Leaves for Moscow

The East Pakistan Awami League General Secretary, Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, left Dacca yesterday (Friday) by PIA for Karachi
enroute to Moscow. Mr. Rahman has been chosen as the Prime
Minister’s personal envoy to the Soviet Union.

a large number of people including Mr. Mansoor Ali, Provincial
Civil Supplies Minister, Mrs. Badrunessa, MPA, officials and
non-officials were present at the airport to see him off.

Mr. Rahman was profusely garlanded by the Awami League
workers who were also present at the airport.
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Morning News
23rd October 1957

Mujib’s Appeal for Befitting
Reception To Suhrawrdy

(By A Staff Reporter)
The General Secretary of the East Pakistan Awami League, Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman yesterday appealed to the people of Dacca to
accord a “Bentting” reception to Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy on his
arrival here on Oct. 25.
Mr. Rahman also urged the people to attend in large numbers of
public meeting which the former Premier was scheduled to address
on the same day at Paltan Maidan.
In a statement issued yesterday, the Awami Secretary said:
“Our great leader, Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, is arriving in Dacca on
Friday at 12 noon by PIA at the Tejgaon airport. A public meeting
to be addressed by Mr. Suhrawardy at Paltan Maidan at 4 p.m. that
day has been sponsored by the Dacca City Awami League.
“The undemocratic way in which he has been removed from Prime
Ministership by the reactionary forces and the constitutional head,
the President and his refusal to call the National Assembly advised
by the Prime Minister to test if he commanded majority in the
Parliament are all not only an insult to him but to the democratic
forces of Pakistan.”
The people of Pakistan, specially of East Pakistan are grateful to
Mr. suhrawardy for what he had done for the country during the 13
months of his office. We are specially grateful to him that he is
taking the first opportunity of visiting this part of the country to see
the people here after his removal.”
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Morning News
27th October 1957

Mujib’s Rejoinder to Wahiduzzaman

The General Secretary of the East Pakistan Awami League, Sk.
Mujibur Rahman, on Friday issued a rejoinder to Mr.
Wahiduzzaman, ex-MCA (Muslim League), who had changed Mr.
Rahman to contest an election with him on the issue or electorate,
reports APP.

Mr. Rahman said that he was prepared to resign from his
constituency (where he defeated Mr. Zaman last time) and again
contest him on the electorate issue on two conditions: First, Mr.
Wahiduzzman should make the Muslim League High Command
agree to drop the separate electorates proposal in case Mr. Zaman
was defeated. Secondly, Mr. Zaman should give away his property
for charitable purposes if he was defeated.

Mr. Rahman also challenged Mr. Zaman, Mr. Nurul Amin or any
other Muslim League leader to contest the coming by-elections.
Sk. Mujibur Rahman added that any of his workers from Gopalganj
could defeat Mr. Zaman.
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Morning News
3rd November1957

Editorial
AWAMI LEAGUE

I have read with interest the letter of Mr. Imamuddin Ahmed
published in your paper on October 29, under the caption Awami
League. It is a fact that almost all the top ranking leaders of the
Awami League always speak with a regional and provincial
outlook. I feel no hesitation in saying that the idea of regionalism is
the only fundamental pillar upon which the building of the Awami
Leaguers stands Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, whose hobby it is to
deliver speeches with an appeal to provincial feelings always feels
shy of saying “Purba Pakistan” and perhaps feels proud in saying
“Purba Bangla.”

As for Mr. Suhrawardy, it is difficult for the nation to depend on
him in view of his ever changing stand.

After his expulsion from the Muslim League, he staged a comeback
to politics through Moulana Bhashani and occupied the top position
in the country. But he trampled the Moulana also under his feel
after getting the Premiership. Then he joined hands with the West.
He welcomed the Eisenhower doctrine toured the western countries
and aligned himself to the West. After that he was to send his
“Chela” to Russia as his personal envoy. One cannot say if it was
the first move of Mr. Suhrawardy towards kicking the West and
leaping into the lap of Moscow.
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Morning News
4th November 1957

Mujib Criticises Move to stop ICA AID

(By A Staff Reporter)
The East Pakistan Awami League General Secretary, Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, expressed his resentment against the move to
postpone the expenditure of the 10 million dollar ICA aid to private
industries.
In a statement issued in Dacca late last (Sunday) night he denied
that the Suhrawardy Government took into consideration political
affiliations, in the distribution of import incenses. He challenged
“anybody” to examine the list of the parties who were granted
licenses from this province.”
Sheikh Mujib said this decision at the instance of the present Central
Government “foreshadows things the come and reappearance of a
rule which during the last 10 years had impoverished the country as
a whole, and East Pakistan in particular, with a view to fattening .....
small coterie.”
Saying that “the unholy cliques at Karachi had exploited the poor
people of this province,” Sheikh Mujibur Rahman threatened that
the Awami League was “seriously” contemplating to raise a
country-wide agitation in this connection.
The Awami League, he said might have to issue mandate to the East
Pakistan government to take as possible measures to “face that
threat to the economic development of this province.”
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Morning News
10th November 1957

Mujib Condemns Ban on “Mirror”

(By A Staff Reporter)

East Pakistan Awami League general secretary Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman in a statement yesterday “condemned” the Central
Government’s “undemocratic action” in banning the monthly social
magazine “Mirror”.

The statement said:

“I strongly condemn Pakistan Government’s undemocratic action in
banning the publication of “The Mirror” of Karachi. It is now clear
that the present coalition Government at the Centre has started
suppressing public opinion— “The Mirror” being the first victim. Is
it because its learned Editor, Mrs. Zebunessa Hamidullah joined the
Awami League? Their resort to Pakistan Safety Act is surely for the
safety of their “Gaddiz. I am sure all sections of public opinion,
specially the Press will take a serious exception of this.”
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Morning News
16th November 1957

Awami Meeting Reiterates Demand for Joint Poll
Mujib’s Tirade Against Centre

(By A Staff Reporter)
Chief Minister Ataur Rahman Khan told a big public meeting held
in Dacca yesterday that Pakistan could never attain a compact
nationhood if the system of joint electorate was undone.
The public meeting, held under the auspices of the Awami League,
adopted a resolution reiterating the demand for joint electorate. The
AL president, Moulana Tarkabagish presided.
A large number of Awami workers and workmen belonging to some
trade unions displayed placards expressing resentment against the
move for restoring separate electorate. Full throated slogans were
raised against the President.
Mr. Ataur Rahman Khan declared that those who loved the country
and wanted to infuse a spirit of nationalism must stand for joint
electorate and should oppose, tooth and nail, the proposed
restoration of separate electorate.
The Awami league general secratary, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, said
the people of East Pakistan would demand scraping of parity if the
present system of joint electorate was unsettled by the Muslim
League Republican Coalition.
If separate electorate was imposed, East Pakistan would demand
Muslim seats in the Parliament equal to that of West Pakistan in
addition to the non-Muslim seats.
Tirade Against Centre
He unleashed a tirade against the Central Government, which he
said had deprived “the Bengalees of their share in matters of trade
and commerce” by cancelling import licences of the value of about
Rs. 5 crores. The licences, he said, had been cancelled without
making any enquiry into the genuineness of the traders.
“We shall not allow any party to exploit the interests of Bengal
whether we are in power here or not”, Mr. Rahman said.
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman ridiculed the argument that the influence
of a handful of Hindus in East Pakistan would, under the joint
electorate system, jeopardize the ideology and integrity of Pakistan.
“If that really be the case let us go to the river and drown ourselves
in shame,” he added.

Bengali Muslim’s Role

Warming up, the Awami secretary said that the Muslims of East
Pakistan could never act against the interests of the country.
Ninety-nine percent of the Muslims of Bengal voted in favour of
Pakistan in 1946, while the other Muslim majority provinces were
dominated by the Congress, he declared.

It was Khizr Hayat Khan Tiwana in the Punjab, G. M. Syed in Sind

QLY

and Dr. Khan Sahib in Frontier who betrayed the cause of Pakistan
while the Bengali Muslims were solidly behind the movement, he
asserted.

Mr. Ataur Rahman Khan regretted at the very outset of his speech
that the issue of electorate had to figure in public discussions anew
when the country had already expressed its views through the
National Assembly.

He recalled that no definite provision with regard to the electorate
could be incorporated in the Constitution as a result of conflicting
opinion in the National Assembly and this led the Parliament to lay
down Article 145 which said that the matter would be decided by it
after ascertaining the views of the Provincial assemblies.

Province’s View

The Act provided joint and separate polls for East and West
Pakistan respectively in accordance with the views expressed by
the respective Assemblies, he said and added that the Act was
amended later by the Parliament providing joint electorate for both
the wings in view of the, fact that different systems for one country
were not conducive to its interest.

He alleged that the decision of the new Coalition Government to
adopt separate electorate had again given rise to a countrywide
confusion. “Now the Muslim League-Republican Government
wants separate electorate, when we come in power we shall demand
joint electorate,” how long would this continue, he asked.

He charged that the protagonists of separate electorate were
sabotaging the interests of the country. He alleged that Moulana
Athar Ali was one of those who did not want the establishment of
Pakistan. These elements, he said, could change their views to suit
their self-interest.

Concluding his speech, Mr. Khan made a passionate appeal to the
people to support joint electorate for the progress and prosperity of
the country.

Equal Rights

Mr. Rafiqul Hussain, MPA, dwelt at length on the implications of
joint electorate in national life and said that every one must have
equal right of citizenship and to achieve this end the Muslims and
non-Muslims must elect their representatives jointly.

The MPA maintained that joint electorate alone could guarantee
security to the minority communities in Pakistan.

Mr. Abdul Hamid, MPA, who is also the organizing secretary of the
Awami League, argued in the course of his speech that the achievement
of Pakistan in its present form was a result of a “compromise formula”
and that the Pakistan resolution envisaged territorial adjustments
through transfer of population.

Pakistan as envisaged in the compromise formula left no scope for
transfer of Hindu population to Bharat and as such, he said, the
structure of the State called for introduction of joint electorate so
that the country might emerge as one nation.

SR



This view he claimed, was on many occasions, expressed by the
Qaid-e-Azam shortly after the achievement of independence.
According to him the Hindus demanded joint electorate because
they wanted security of their lives and properly through goodwill
and co-operation of the majority of the population.
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PAKISTAN OBSERVER
23rd November 1957

SK. Mujib Denies R.P-A.L Coalition Move

SERAJGANJ, Nov. 22:-Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, General
Secretary East Pakistan Awami League said here today that there
was no question of the Awami League negotiating with the
Republican Party for forming a Coalition Government at the Centre
to the exclusion of Mr. Suhrawardy.

In a statement issued today Sheikh Mujibur Rahman said that
speculations are particularly being made in a section of the Muslim
League press that Awami League was negotiating with the
Republican Party for Coalition at the Centre to the exclusion of Mr.
Suhrawardy. -APP.
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PAKISTAN OBSERVER
2nd December 1957

Sheikh Mujib Regrets
Imposition Of Sec.144

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, General Secretary of East Pakistan
Awami League, has issued the following statement to the press last
night:

I am very sorry that the Government has imposed Section 144 in
Tejgaon area because people were very anxious to go to the airport
to show the Republican leaders that the people of East Pakistan
support joint electorate.

But anyhow the Awami League will not violate the law of the land
and will go to the public meeting at Paltan Maidan at 4 p.m. and
there we will show the strength of the support for joint electorate.
“I appeal to people to attend the public meeting. The Awami League
will not allow the Muslim League ruling clique to divide Bengal
and rule. We the people of East Pakistan will firmly resist it.

“I also appeal to the Republican leaders who are coming here to
witness the public meeting at Paltan Maidan. There they will
understand the real strength of the support for joint electorate. -APP.

Morning News
9th December 1957

Mujibur Rahman’s Allegations Refuted

(By A Staff Reporter)

Leaders of the various parties in favour of separate electorates
severely criticised the statement made by Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
of Awami League on the events that followed the public meeting
held in Dacca on Saturday evening.

The leaders in individual statements issued yesterday were all of
the opinion that Mr. Mujibur Rahman’s statement was a “tissue of
lies and mischievous” and that it was the “Awami followers that
attacked the procession and were entirely responsible for the events
that followed.

VL)

Commenting on the statement of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, Mr.
Shah Azizur Rahman, General Secretary, East Pakistan Muslim
League said:

He said: “I am surprised to read a statement of Mr. Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman wherein he has tried to depend his party’s position by
distorting facts. It is strange that he even does not agree with his
own Government’s Press Note with regard to the attack on the
pro-separate electorate procession on Dec. 7.

“Mr. Mujibur Rahman’s version that the processionists attacked the
people with arms on the side of the Gulistan Cinema Hall is false
and mischievous and his statement to the effect that thousands of
people raised slogans on both sides of the raid in front of Gulistan
Cinema Hall is similarly concocted and fictitious. Now that the
Awami League has been exposed before the people for creating
violence and for suppressing public opinion by force and coercion,
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman has come out with a counter-charge to
defend himself. In this connection I would like to recall that
throughout East Pakistan and particularly in Dacca, Mr. Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman and his storm troopers whom he maintains with
high cost has unleashed a rule of terror and violence to intimidate,
suppress and coerce Muslim Leaguers and with their help break
upon meetings. While there are numerous instances of breaking up
our meetings by Awami League workers and leaders including
Sardar Nishtar, Maulvi Tamizuddin Kha, Maulana Abdulla el-Kafi,
Fazlur Rahman, Maulana Akram Khan having been beater, and
assaulted by Mr. Mujibur Rahman’s black forces, there is not one
instance where Muslim Leaguers tried to break up their meetings
anywhere in East Pakistan.

Force & Assault

Mr. Mujibur Rahman even did not spare his own compatriot and the
NAP conference and its leaders Maulana Bhashani and Mian
Iftikharuddin were subjected to force and assault in Dacca. It is now
abundantly clear that the Awami League Party who claim to
establish democracy ever since its inception and more during the
regime of their Ministry have been trying to throttle the voice of the
people and proper functioning of democracy in the country.

“Our only fault is that we are fully prepared to defend ourselves and
defend the cause of Islam against aggressive forces of secularism.”
“It is not true that our procession while passing through the town
attacked two shops owned by minority community. According to
my information the shops concerned were attacked by a small
procession taken out from the Awami League office at Kalta Bazar
as our procession was dispersed at Shahbagh Hotel. “Mr. Rahman
has vainly tried to put the blame on us.”

Hashimuddin
Commenting on the statement of the provincial Awami League
General Secretary, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman on Saturday’s
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incidence, the former Minister of the United Front Government,
Mr. Hasimuddin Ahmed, said: “I believe that all goondaism
rowyism and lawlessness must be ruthlessly checked.”

Continuing he added: “But I must point out that forces of violence
were let loose by the present Government when they broke the
Paltan Maidan meeting which was being addressed by Sardar
Abdur Rab Nishtar, Aliama Maududi, Maulana Ehtashamul Huq
and many other prominent leaders during the last National
Assembly session in Dacca. Mr. Abdul Qasem, Joint Secretary of
the Pakisan Muslim League, Shah Azizur Rahman, Secretary of the
Provincial Muslim League, along with many other workers were
severely injured in front of the Gulistan Cinema Hall. Earlier, in
September, 1956, when the Provincial Assembly was insession, Mr.
Mujibur Rahman who will remember they had imposed sec. 144,
barvireaded the Assembly House by police, military and barbed
wire and some of the members of the Assembly were assaulted
within the floor of the House by the Awami League MPAs because
they were in favour of separate electorates. My friend Mr. Mujibur
Rahman will also remember that another MPA Ghulam Sarwar
Hussaini was severely assaulted by an Awami League MPA within
the House and I had condemned it forthwith on the floor of the
House.

Mr. Hashimuddin added, “I might yet cite another instance when
Mr. Abdus Salam Khan, myself, Mr. Abdul Latif Biswas, Central
Food and Agriculture Minister, were assaulted and besmeared with
cow dung on out way to the Assembly and we had to take Shelter
in the House of the Provost of the Muslim Hall in order to save our
lives.

‘Organized Violence’

He said : “Numerous such instances of organized violence and
breaking of Muslim League meetings can be cited. It therefore
looks like a devil preaching sermons when Mr. Mujibur Rahman
condemns violence and goondaism. Much is being made out of the
alleged raid in front of the Parliament House in Karachi and the
sanctity of the House thus violated. I would only wish that my
friends of the Awami League would remember that long before they
had trespassed and violated the sanctity of the Parliament and of the
right of the members when they encouraged and connived at
hooliganism and violence both inside and outside the East Pakistan
Assembly chambers.

“I took note of Mr. Rahman’s warning for what it is worth. I would
only wish my friend who remembers that example is better than
precepts for they initiated the process of lawlessness and violence.
It is for them to cry hault before it is too late.

Concluding he said: “As regards incidence after the Paltan Maidan
meeting on Saturday, I must make it perfectly clear as an eye
witness and us one who had received injury that gravest provoca-
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tions were given by a few Awami League workers standing within
the enclosures and some of the house tops on the Jinnah Avenue.
When the procession was peacefully proceeding straight ahead
towards Ramna Post Office on way to Shahbagh Hotel, brickbats
were hurled by a few persons from within the enclosures which
infuriated the processionists. Mean while the police intervened and
the hooligans took shelter in the nearby sports clubs.”

Azizul Huq

Syed Azizul Huq, Working President of the Pakistan Krishak
Sramik Party in a statement refuted the report published in a section
of the local Press that he had “planned to start communal riot” and
characterised it as false malicious and made with a design to lower
me in the estimation of the people.”

Mr. Huq in course of the statement said, “I do not claim that many
people know me but I very humbly claim those who know me, they
know it quite well how impossible it is for me to work according to
the report of Saturday’s meeting that has been published in one of
the dailies of Dacca which beats the drum of Mr. Hamidul Huq
Choudhury and which boosts him up in season and out of season as
the Krishak Sramik Chief with at least one follower in the Central
Parliament.

“I do not want to enter into any controversy with Mr. Hamidul Huq
Choudhury at this stage. I have asked my lawyer to take necessary steps.”
KSP Secretary

Mr. Md. Sulaiman, General Secretary, East Pakistan Krishak
Sramik Party, in a statement yesterday said :

“I was surprised to see a news item published in a section of Press
and particularly in the organ of Mr. Hamidul Huq Choudhury. The
historic meeting at Paltan Maidan on Saturday has shaken the root
of the joint electorate movement in the country and now being
frustrated they have started false and malicious propaganda against
the popular movement in East Pakistan in support of separate
electorate. It is the blackest lie that pro-joint electorate demonstrators
were attacked by the procession. The news published in the neutral
daily papers like the Statesman etc., said that the procession was
attacked by the Awami League demonstrators.

Procession Remained Calm

“The Press Note published by the Awami League Government in
East Pakistan also stated that the procession was attacked and
brick-bats were thrown on them on the Jinnah Avenue. In spite of
all provocations the procession remained calm and reached its
destination peacefully. In this connection I further want to say that
workers of the Nizam-e-Islam, Krishak Sramik Party, Muslim
League and other organisations were attacked by the Awami
League workers while giving publicity for the meeting.

Buses Attacked

“Buses carrying workers to the meeting from Narayanganj were
also attacked at Narayanganj near the house of one of the important
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Awami Leader at Narayanganj. A lot these facts will prove the
designs of the Awami Leaguers who want to suppress public
opinion by hooliganism. It is known to everybody that the
supporters of separate electorate were mercilessly beaten in the
same place last year where the hooligans attacked the procession on
Saturday. The pro joint electorate organisations including the
Awami League recently organised meetings at Paltan maidan where
there had been no disturbance. It is not that we could not disturb it
but we did not want the same so long. Now I give a timely warning
to the Awami League and other organisations who want to suppress
and disturb activities of other organisations by hooliganism will
have to face serious consequence in future.

“As regards the communal riotcry launched simultaneously by the
organ of Mr. Hamidul Huq Choudhury and Mr. Mujibur Rahman,
General Secratary of the Awami League, I can simply say that this
false and malicious propaganda has been made to earn sympathy of
the minority communities and to arouse communal pressure in
Bharat. I warn the propagandists not to play with fire, any thereat
to peace will not be tolerated by the people.

“Lastly I appeal to my countrymen not to pay any attention to the
propaganda of a group of frustrated politicians and to remain calm
and to maintain peace in the country which is urgently needed at
present.”

Jamaat’s Reaction

Prof. Ghulam Azam, General Secretary Jamaat-e-Islami, East
Pakistan, issued the following statement :

“Since Awami League has come to power in East Pakistan
goondaism has become at permanent feature in our politics. After
the recent Karachi incident when even the Awami Leaguers were
found condemning goondaism we expected some improvement in
the political outlook of this party. But the occurrences of last few
days specially at Narayanganj have disappointed us.

“Last year the Awami Leaguers disturbed the meeting of the all
party committee of action for separate electorate at Paltan Maidan
and attacked the procession near Gulistan. Of course they did not
dare face the determined supporters of separate electorate at the
Paltan Maidan on Saturday evening. But they maintained their
tradition by attacking brick bating the procession which was going
from the Paltan Maidan to the Shahbagh Hotel for demonstrating
before the Republican Fact Finding Committee.

‘Goondaism Does not Pay’

“We appeal to the good sense of the Awami Leaguers to rectify
themselves and to alow democracy to develope in this country.
They should know that goondaism does not pay, it will rather be
paid back in their own coins.

“It is a strange fact that when Awamis are attacked by people they
call it goondaism, but if Awamis themselves attack their opponents
they call it “spontaneous out-burst of public indignation.” We
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condemn this kind of reasoning along with goondaism whoever
may be indulging in it.”

Nezam-e-Islam

Mr. Khurshiduddin Ahmed, MPA, (VP) and Mr. Mahdi Ali Khan
Panhi, (VP) and Maulana Siddique Ahmed MPA, (General
Secretary), East Pakistan Nezam-e-Islam Party, issued the
following joint statement yesterday:

“It is regretted that in spite of the police arrangement, a handful of
hired hooligans who stood bewildered by the unprecedented
gathering, at a corner of the Jinnah Avenue, had the courage to
throw brickbats from behind the wall at the surging waves of
countless human heads of the separate electorate meeting of the
Paltan Maidan, when moving in a procession towards the west and
thereby attempted to create a scene of rowdyism. Besides the
various processions from different quarters of the Dacca City,
Narayanganj, Mirkadim and other places were faced with
dastardly and pre-planned attacks of the opponents.

“In consequence, 30 buses from Narayanganj could not proceed to
the meeting. A driver, a few workers were seriously wounded, some
buses were damaged, there glass panes being broken. Of the
culprits seven were arrested on the spot and others were followed
by the crowd.”
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Morning News
3rd March 1958

Bari-Mujib Wordy Duel
Exchange of Near-Abusive Epithets

Karachi, Mar. 2 (APP): An acrimonious scene, unprecedented in its
undignified harshness, held up general discussion on the budget in
the National Assembly for about 35 minutes today.

The unpleasant drama, later deprecated by the Deputy Speaker and
other sections of the House, involved Mian Abdul Bari (Ind.) in an
exchange of near-abusive epithets with Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
and Mr. Zahiruddin of the Awami League.

The altercation itself lasted about 10 minutes. Another 20 minutes
were consumed by debate whether all of it could be expunged from
the proceedings. Since no unanimous view could be advanced, the
Deputy Speaker ruled that the “cross talk” will remain on record to
serve as a reminder that the members ought to restrain themselves.
The altercation began when Mr. Abdul Khaleque (AL) referred to
Chaudhuri Mohammad Ali’s charge of corruption against the
Awami League and its leader, Mr. Suhrawardy.

Mian Bari protested that Chaudhuri Sahib made no mention of the
Awami League or Mr. Suhrawardy. “It is a case of guilty
conscience. Perhaps the shoe fits”.

Sheikh Mujib retorted that he knew all about the record of
Chaudhuri Mohammad Ali and even of Mian Bari.

This started an exchange of jibes and threats which could not be
properly heard in the Press gallery. What could be deciphered
disclosed an unmitigated cross talk mingled with insults and even
threats of physical violence.

This was the first time that remarks of this nature were exchanged
between members on the floor of the House.

v
NUCRIRY.Yeg
e AFwT DT A
Fhwea T8 & 5o vt adions ey

GG (FRWSE), 9 T | e TePNE 38, [{, FRmE
SIS rarer FHQ HIFARTSIE TS 23N AT AW ~Aheaqr
BT | (Mo TZFT SIS AN SRS GBI SIS (TG
=3 Tl SA0eE Tod sl B2t SBfaea Geeer Aot endt eee 28gw
ifer A 96 27T (SIt6 7ifere 23T W3R &F M SR TNTS
T ATEAFS 23T |

TSR BEACT (R Aol el Sefq J&q ST e feh Seart
A RO oM & S R RIS &% e SA0E 1o STt e
o1 (I »RIfeTe 23T WL SR TS ATAFS 2R AT
W olhewl frez |

W



TS FRWHA (Sl [ITEA 9T, (Sl SIS a7 (To! SIF e
2% R _coIth “mifere 2200 | (@A “ATer A= fHreeger efaaeT
TR A (@S @ (TWH*E ST A ToAWE Sl =
(o TN W TG [T (O *}ifers 223 |

T fey 3Tfr @F @fnes FEvE sEees Ty rere
CITREeT vt @dfie elfs ST e SR | &, @ Seqry
T I TP (IS ICS GIA© S T 1R |

v grewe
NCRITRY g

e YT YT AR effS TR AfTeT Wi

AT ST A TS (<14 YT T ToFel (YTFAF) 9T
m QIRIE (@GR W @RS Q0T [AE A
7 &ifs foe S bias afeam 0 |
@3 ooTes FofF adiawad aifs ey T e == qrei S
FEF IR B b T wRIEE T wwe 8 A F AfFSEr
@S (R SR S |
fifeg s @it @ 5 wze @ Ffirecey, o Ty w@m w41
28@ (7 T (@F T Nee el azd FRceced | & P,
@2 > TrRTeR W ST AREE AT AR SRS @ ARTE |
R T 93 W@ @, 7 AR wge @aeTR AR
ToRpe MfATene (T S AIEE a1 | 2F ARSI GeprgEe (@ 93
wfao A afearm sifvar fiea 71, @7 =i =y ffos |
QT FFED 6 TN @ @3 (@, SR @ @ G
R SGT 7 FCA |

DAILY DAWN
17th March 1958

Mujib demands 4 ship for East Pakistan

DACCA, March 16: Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, General Secretary of
the East Pakistan Awami League, on Friday appealed to the Central
Government to allot at least four ships for East Pakistan supplying
courses from the total number of nine ships to be purchased by
various shipping agencies.

In a statement issued here Mr.Rahman said: “I understand that the
Central Government will very soon take a decision on the allotment
of nine ships to be purchased by various shipping companies. Out
of these nine ships seven will go to West Pakistani shipping
concerns based in Karachi.

“The net result of this allocation will be that the East Pakistani
shipping concerns will be deprived of any share in coastal shipping
of Pakistan.”

R

The General Secretary, referring to the Prime Minister’s statement
on parity, requested him to see that East Pakistan gets at least 50
percent of the fresh allocation, because in the long 10 years not one
ship was given to East Pakistani Shipping concerns.”

Concluding he said: “When I was a Minister, the Central Government
had sanctioned Rs 1,00,00,000 for expansion of shipping and called
for East Pakistan Government recommendations. The East Pakistan
Government recommended two shipping concerns for the entire
amount. But unfortunately no licence was issued to any of them.”
-APP.
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17th March 1958

Mujib urges big Powers to stop nuclear tests

DACCA, March 16: The East Pakistan Awami League General
Secretary, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, has appealed to all the Great
Powers to take steps to stop nuclear test “for the sake of humanity
and to save mankind from destruction.”

In a statement to the Press yesterday, the General Secretary said that
he was strongly opposed to the hydrogen and atomic bomb tests,
“because these tests are polluting the atmosphere thus rendering
it-detrimental to human health.”

He said that atomic energy should be utilised only for peaceful purposes
aiming at the development of all the nations of the world. -APP.
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MUJIB DEFENDS E. PAKISTAN BUDGET

DACCA, March 21: Sheikh Mujibur Rahman (AL) took the floor
in the East Pakistan Assembly yesterday (partly reported in Friday’s
“Dawn”). He would not say that the Awami League Coalition
Government had presented a perfect budget. He, however, pointed
out that under the present circumstances when distress prevailed
everywhere and in all walks of life, it would not be possible for any
party to present a better one than this.

Mr. Rahman said that the Government realised that the people had
their grievances and felt their miseries and were doing their very
best to improve their condition. In this connection he referred to
various development projects undertaken by the Government and
the corporations set up to explore new avenues for bringing about
an overall improvement in the living condition of the people.

He said that the Government were taking a keen interest in the
education of the country. He mentioned about the enhanced grants
which the present Government had made towards the secondary
and the primary schools. This, he said, was manifestation of the
Government’s desire to do something good for them.

Mr. Rahman regretted that the Government could not solve the
innumerable problems facing the people. He declared that unless
full regional autonomy was granted to the people of the Province,
no “real good thing” could be done. He accused the Muslim League
Government of surrendering East Pakistan’s interest to Karachi.
MR. ASHABUDDIN AHMAD (NAP): But Mr Suhrawardy said
that 98 percent autonomy had been achieved.

Resuming his speech Mr Mujibur Rahman said that the Awami
League Government had secured permission for building up 80
new industries in East Pakistan. Pointing at Syed Azizul Haq (a
former Industries Minister) Mr. Rahman said he (Mr. Haq) had run
so many times to Karachi but all times proved unsuccessful.

¢

SYED AZIZUL HAQ (KSP): We gave you the Constitution and on
the strength of it you secured the permission.

CHARGE AGAINST SARKAR

At on stage of his speech Sheikh Mujibur Rahman alleged that the
former Chief Minister, Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar (now leader of the
opposition) had drawn Rs 15,000 from the Chief Minister’s Relief
Fund for which he did not give any voucher. He demanded an
inquiry into the matter.

Mr. Mujib’s speech was interrupted by a number of points of
privilege and points of order.

After Mr. Mujib’s speech the House adjourned for 45 minutes for
prayers.

MR. ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR, the Leader of the Opposition, rose
on a point of privilege, when the House resembled, to say that the
charge levelled against his by Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was wrong
and contrary to facts.

He said that he had drawn money for distributing them to the flood
victims and all the papers regarding distribution of that money were
duty submitted.

MR. B. D. HABIBULLAH(KSP) said, that the Awami League
Coalition Government had not fulfilled its pledges and had
“betrayed the confidence of the voters.” He added that a huge sum
was spent in the name of industry but the people did not see any
progress being made in this field.

He brought some charges against the working of some of the
Departments and made certain queries about some members of the
Treasury Benches.

His queries were replied to by three members of the Cabinet and
another member of the Treasury Bench, all of whom rose on points
of personal explanation.

UNPARLIAMETARY

MR. ABUL KASEM (Rabbani Party) stood up to ask the Speaker
whether the language used by some Government members in reply
to the allegation made by an Opposition member were
parliamentary or not.

SPEAKER: “Freedom does not mean unchartered or wreckless
freedom”. He regretted that members had brought intellectual and
moral bankruptcy in the House. He announced that all objectionable
things shall be expunged from the proceeding of the House. -APP.

DAILY DAWN
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Mujib on 11 MPAs’ withdrawal
from Coalition Party

DACCA, March 22: The East Pakistan Awami League General
Secretary, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, in a statement last night said:
“out of the 11 members of the East Pakistan Assembly who issued

Y



a statement on Friday night that they withdrew support from the
Awami Coalition Government, five members never joined the
Awami League Coalition Government.”

“Every member of the Assembly, even the Speaker knows that
these people, Messrs Zahirul Huq, Almas Ali, Abdur Rahman, A.
Wahed and Abul Hossain always take their seat with members of
the Opposition.”

“These gentlemen crossed the floor many times. I can give them
this assurance that they cannot affect the Awami League Coalition
Government in East Pakistan so long as this Government follow the
democratic policy and work with sincerity and honesty for the
people and support joint electorate.” —APP.
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MUJIBUR RAHMAN TO PROCEED
ON FOREIGN TOUR

(By Dawn Staff Correspondent)

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, General Secretary of the East Pakistan
Awami League, is shortly proceeding on an extensive foreign tour.
Among the countries he will visit are the UK, the USA and Japan.
During his absence from Pakistan Mr Abdul Hamid Chowdhry is
expected to officiate as General Secretary of the East Pakistan
Awami League according to Awami League sources in Karachi.
These sources said that Sheikh Mujibur Rahman had not resigned
from the general Secretaryship of the party. But he had warned that
he would do so though reports from Dacca have stated that he has
already tendered his resignation.

Morning News
4th April 1958

Mujib-Ata Differences:
Rapprochement Talks Begin

(By A Staff Reporter)
Efforts at bringing about a rapprochement between Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, Secretary of the Awami League in East Pakistan, who
resigned his office on Tuesday last, and Mr. Ataur Rahman, Chief
Minister, have begun in Dacca yesterday, according to
well-informed sources.
These sources, however, said that there was little likelihood of these
talks materialising as Sheikh Mujibur Rahman is gradually losing
interest in the post of the Secretary of the Party, which carries a
heavy burden.
These sources also emphasized that of late Shaikh Mujib has been
keeping indifferent health and may insist on rest.
Rapprochement talks were believed to have begun last night at an
Iftar Party held at the Chief Minister’s residence which was
attended among others by Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, the Awami League

W



Chief. The question will come up formally at the Organising
Committee meeting tomorrow.

Also discussed at the informal meeting was the nomination of the
Awami League candidate for the Parliament. He is Mr. Aziz uddin,
Shaikh Mujibur Rahman told “Morning News” last night Polling
will start at 8 am. today and will continue for two hours.

He declined to say anything about his resignation.

DAILY DAWN
5thApril 1958

ATA-MUJIB DIFFERENCE CONTINUES
(From ABDUL WAHAB, Dawn, Dacca Correspondent)

DACCA, April 4: Differences inside the Awami League over the
retention in the second Awami League Coalition Cabinet of three
Ministers whose exclusion had been suggested by an influential
section of the party, led by Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, remain
unresolved. These differences can not be treated lightly either.

The suggestion of Mr. Mujibur Rahman, it is reported, was that
these Ministers should not be at least included again in the first
instance so as to impress on them their unpopularity in the party.
It is believed that allegations against two of the Ministers, Mr
Abdur Rahman Khan and Mr Khairat Hossain, included neglect of
legitimate party interests in the areas they represent.

ANOTHER AIM

Besides, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman in making the suggestion also
appears to have had another aim in view, namely that of increasing
the Awami League Coalition’s parliamentary strength so that it may
not have to live in a state of constant anxiety as it has been doing
of late.

To achieve this end, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s formula reportedly
included the appointment of Mr. Gour Chandra Bala as a Central
Minister of State and of some scheduled caste members as either
Deputy Ministers or Parliamentary Secretaries in the Province.

EXECUTIVE MEETING

As reported earlier, the issue is going to be discussed threadbare in
the forthcoming meeting of the Awami League Working Committee
scheduled to meet here on April 3 which will also have the benefit
of Mr. Suhrawardy’s advice. What exactly this advice is going to be
is not know. But considering that both Mr. Ataur Rahman Khan and
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman are close to Mr. Suhrawardy, this advice
will not be easy to give.

While it is too much to expect him to solve this problem within a day,
it is clear that he will try to maintain the party’s integrity at all costs.

W

Morning News
7th April 1958

Allegations Against Two Ministers
AL working committee asks Suhrawardy to
Probe Mujib withdraws resignation

(By A Staff Reporter)
The Awami League general secretary, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,
withdrew his resignation, which he tendered six days ago. on a
request made by the working committee at its concluding session
yesterday.
With regard to the recasting of the coalition Cabinet, the working
committee authorised the party chief, Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, who
had earlier made a lengthy speech on the present political situation
in the country with particular reference to the AL role, to probe into
the allegations made against the two ministers. Mr. Khairat Hussain
and Mr. Abdur Rahman Khan. He was further authorised to advise
action in the light of the findings of the enquiry.
The working committee discussed threadbare the 11 point
programme the NAP had submitted earlier as a basis of the latter’s
co-operation with the coalition Ministry and empowered the leader
of the parliamentary wing, Mr. Ataur Rahman Khan, to decide the
line of action and draft a reply to it.
Expulsion
Another important decision taken at the meeting was the expulsion
of Mr. Aminul Huq Chaudhury, Mr. Dabirul Islam and Mr. Abul
Hussain from Awami League Parliamentary Party for a period of
five years on account of their “anti-party activities and final
descertion” from it.
By a resolution the working committee asked the Chief Minister to
appoint a political secretary from the members of the parliamentary
party and the mandate, according to an announcement from the AL
headquarters, was accepted by the Chief Minister.
The working committee condemned the action against the Ataur
Rahman Government by the then Governor, Mr. Fazlul Huq, even
through the coalition had commanded the confidence of the
majority of the members of the House.
Resolutions were also adopted condemning the incident that took
place in the Assembly on Saturday and the French atrocities in
Algeria.
Immediate steps to ease the deteriorating food situation in Barisal,
Khulna, Noakhali and other districts of North Bengal and measures
to fight the menacing epidemic diseases in certain areas were urged
by another resolution.
The working committee, in another resolution, recommended to the
Government the setting up of a junior public service commission.

o



The working committee was of the opinion that appointments to the
junior services should be made after proper scrutiny.

Mujib leaves today on 2-month tour of foreign countries
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, General Secretary of the East Pakistan
Awami League, leaves Dacca today (Monday) on a two-month tour
of the Far Eastern countries, the U.K. USA and Japan.

Mr. Mujib will be the guest of the Government of United Kingdom
during his 12-day stay there, on special invitation of the
Government of the UK.

He will leave London on April, 20 for USA on a month’s tour of the
USA under leader exchange grant.

Mr. Mujibur Rahman will, on his way back home, visit Japan, and
some other Far Eastern countries, where he will study the systems
of the Government, industrial set-up, social welfare, educational
and agricultural development of those countries.

DAILY DAWN
7th April 1958

MUJIB WITHDRAWS RESIGNATION
Charges against 2 Ministers to be investigated

(From ABDUL WAHAB, Dawn, Dacca Correspondent)

DACCA, April 6: After prolonged discussions continuing from
yesterday the Awami League Working Committee has been able to
arrive at a compromise formula this afternoon, which would appear
to resolve but only for the time being, according to observers, the
dissensions inside the organisation.

These dissensions took an acute turn of late following allegations,
among other things, of imperfections in two Awami League
Ministers as also of neglect of legitimate party interests.

These charges, which were brought by an influential group of the
Awami League, led by Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, resulted in further
straining the relations between the Parliamentary Party leader and
the General Secretary of the organisation.

Although today’s solution is a personal triumph for Mr.
Suhrawardy, it can be said that the domestic troubles of the Awami
league are not yet over; and without appearing as attempting to be
little his achievements it is feared among observers that Mr. Ataur
Rahman Khan and his supporters and Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and
his followers may clash again on the latter’s return from an
Anglo- American tour on which he embarks tomorrow.

PASSED ON TO ATA
Lists containing such —- including those of political convicts will
certainly be passed to the Chief Minister, he indicted.

W

To revert to the compromise formula arrived at inside the Awami
League is as followed Sheikh Mujibur Rahman to withdraw his
[resignation from general Secretaryship at the request of the
Working Committee of the party leader, Mr. Suhrawardy;
allegations against two Minister’s to be personal inquired into by Mr.
Suhrawardy, who will thereafter make recomendations, if necessary
and Mr. Zamiruddin Political secretary will be put on the personal staff
of the Chief Minister in his place taken by an Awami League MPA.
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Daily Dawn
25th June 1958
Editorial
East PaKkistan

The responsibility for the imposition of President’s rule on East
Pakistan lies squarely on the Awami League. In their anxiety to remain
in power in the Province, the Party’s leaders did not hesitate to say
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good-bye to their declared policies and become willing stooges of the
NAP pressure group which is generally believed to be under
Communist influence. The NAP, true to Communist traditions and
employing the well known Communist tactics, has been constantly
attempting to create political chaos and instability. In the first instance,
to coerce the Awami League into accepting its demand for a neutral
foreign policy and absolute autonomy, the National Awami Party
withdrew its support from the Ataur Rahman Government and
hastened the latter’s defeat. The Awami League General Secretary was
thereby compelled to come to terms, and within a matter of hours, both
the NAP and Awami League issued a joint statement proclaiming an
agreement. The NAP also intimated to the Governor its decision again
to support the Awami League Parliamentary Party, but it was too late,
Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar was sworn in only to be ... on a censure
motion ... by the Awami League the East Pakistan Legislature. Had the
Governor at this juncture called upon Mr. Ataur Rahman again to form
the Ministry, he would have been guilty of transferring effective power
to ... handful of persons who would have made the continuance of the
new Ministry completely and precariously dependent on their whims
and caprices. It was, indeed, strange that Mr. Suhrawardy lightly
brushed aside the agreement arrived at between Mr. Mujibur Rahman
and the NAP leaders. Political observers cannot but interpret Mr.
Suhrawardy’s pronouncements on this agreement as an attempt to
hoodwink the public. The only other interpretation possible can be that
Mr. Mujibur Rahman tried to bluff the National Awami Party by
signing the declaration that he did. If the latter in the case, then that
alone justifies the imposition of Article 193, for, sooner rather than
later, the NAP would have withdrawn its support from the Awami
League coalition, as it would not have taken the former long to become
wise to the trickery played on it.

One can quite understand the anxiety of the Awami Leaguers to stay
in power till after the general elections. They expect to win the elec-
tions only by wielding the influence of authority and exploiting the
opportunity that holding of office affords. They know full well that,
out of power, their chances at the polls are bleak. For, not only do
they not have anything to show on the credit side but, further, ever
since their coming into power, all their “accomplishments” have
been on the debit side. They have failed the people miserably in
almost every sphere, and, to cover up their failings, they have not
hesitated even to imperil the solidarity of the nation, by encouraging
parochial tendencies. In their short term of office, they managed to
kill thousands of people by callously neglecting to take proper
precautions against the outbreak of epidemics. They allowed the
destruction of a substantial portion of the livestock wealth of the
Province by doing next to nothing to check the spread of cattle

Vo

disease. Corruption was never so widespread in East Pakistan as it
had been since the assumption of office by the Awami League. In
short, the Party has dangerously vitiated the political atmosphere of
the Province and has allowed the administrative machinery to
become thoroughly corrupt and undependable. But, unfortunately,
the East Pakistan MPAs are divided into so many groups and
factions that no stable alternative to the shaky NAP-controlled
Awami League coalition is possible. We have, therefore, no hesita-
tion in saying that, if the Central Government desire fair general
elections, they would be well advised to continue Article 193 in the
Province till November, when the elections are due to be held.

Morning News
ond jyly 1958
Mujib’s call to observe
‘Protest Day’ on July 4

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, General Secretary of the East Pakistan
Awami League last night called upon the units of the Awami
League in the province to observe July 4, as a protest day “against
the imposition of Section 193 in East Pakistan”, reports APP.

In a statement Mr. Mujibur Rahman recalled the ten years struggle
of the Awami League workers for the “establishment of democracy
in the country” and said that still “reactionary forces and
self-interested persons are playing with the people and the democracy.”
The day, he said, should be observed peacefully by holding public
meetings, demonstrations and processions.
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Morning News
Sth July 1958

Suhrawardy’s Plea not to Disturb
Central Set-up Agreement with
NAP Denied: Address at city Meeting

(By A Staff Reporter)
The Awami League chief, Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, said in Dacca
yesterday that any change in the Central set-up in the present situ-
ation might lead to the declaration of emergency in the country.
Mr. Suhrawardy, who was addressing the first public meeting of the
Paltan Maidan after the imposition of section 193 in East Pakistan,
warned the people against the consequences of section 191 which
he said would “throttle democracy”.
The meeting organised by the Awami League was presided over by
the East Pakistan Awami League president, Maulana Abdur Rashid
Tarkabagish. The Paltan Maidan was heavily guarded by helmeted
and mounted force and contingent of EPR and EPP.
The meeting was also addressed by the former Chief Minister, Mr.
Ataur Rahman Khan, the Secretary Pakistan Awami League, Mr.
Zahiruddin, the East Pakistan Awami League General Secretary,
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, former Ministers, Mr. Abdul Khaleque
and Mr. Mansoor Ali.
Mr. Suhrawardy, who was recently running high temperature in
Karachi, addressed the meeting sitting on a chair.
Mr. Suhrawardy made an impassioned appeal to all concerned “not
to disturb the Centre.” It might lead to grave consequences, he said
and added that section 191 might be imposed throughout the
country putting an end to democratic life.
He said that his party was anxious to see that the elections were
held on schedule. He expressed his confidence that in the elections
the Awami League will sweep the poll.
No Agreement with NAP
The Awami League chief emphatically said that no agreement was
arrived between his party and the NAP. It was simply an
“understanding between the two General Secretaries to their
mutual satisfaction” he added.
Describing the course of events, he said that the NAP had put
forward certain points to Awami League and had insisted on an
agreement on the basis of those points. “But I never agreed to their
proposal,” he said.
Mr. Suhrawardy said that every party had some ideals and
principles and it was difficult to abandon them.
He also that he had not changed his views on One Unit. He had
simply told the NAP members that he would not stand in the way
of the people of West Pakistan if they expressed their opinion
contrary to his, during the ensuing General Elections.
Referring to the acceptance of NAP’s five points by the KSP, he
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said that the NAP had realised that they would be put to trouble.
Mr. Suhrawardy also referred to the visit of the West Pakistan NAP
leaders to Dacca and said that they came to this province “to create
trouble.”

Demanding immediate restoration of parliamentary Government in
the province, he said that some “interested persons” were of the
opinion that Mr. Ataur Rahman Khan should not be called upon to
form the Government because he was supported by the NAP.

He asked them why section 193 was not imposed when the NAP
had earlier supported the Awami Coalition.
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Morning News
7th July 1958

Centre Has No Right to keep Money
In Hand & Allow People to Die
— Suhrawardy

The Awami League Chief, Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy said that the
imposition of President’s Rule in East Pakistan was “a severeblow”
to democracy, reports APP. He appealed to the Centre to withdraw
section 193 immediately and to install into office Mr. Ataur
Rahman Khan.

Mr. Suhrawardy was addressing a largely-attended public meeting
at Narayanganj yesterday afternoon.
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Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, General Secretary, East Pakistan Awami
League was in the chair.

Mr. Suhawardy said that they wanted the withdrawal of the
President’s rule not because they were anxious to get into power,
but because the application of Sec. 193 was a blow to democracy.
“Indeed we would be much better out of power, I can guarantee that
not one seat will be lost to us in the next election if we remain out
of office.” he added.

It could not be gainsaid, Mr. Suhrawardy said, that when Article
193 was lifted, Mr. Ataur Rahman Khan must be called back to
power, because he enjoyed the confidence of the House.

Referring to Prime Minister Malik Firoz Khan Noon’s recent
statement that Mr. Ataur Rahman Khan would be allowed to form
a ministry after the withdrawal of Sec. 193, Mr. Suhrawardy said
that in stating so, the Prime Minister had merely stated something
which was constitutionally correct and was in accord with justice
and commonsense. The Prime Minister had, therefore, not shown
any partiality in making his statement.

Dwelling on the present situation in the country, the Awami League
chief said that the people were ... to blame this or that person for the
instability and for the suspicion created in people’s mind vis-a-vis
the holding of the general elections on schedule. “If the people went
straight”, Mr. Suhrawardy said, “elections are bound to be held.”
“In 11 years Bharat had two general elections, and were preparing
for the third one while in Pakistan, we have not had one”, he said.
Mr. Suhrawardy proceeding said instead of blaming others “we
should blame ourselves and those of us who for their self-interests
change sides and offer themselves as puppets to be played with and
bring about state of confusion and frustration in the country.” He
said that it was for the people to correct their representatives.
Electorate System

Referring to the electorate system, the Awami League chief warned
the people against the propaganda being carried on by the Muslim
League and he Jamaat-e-Islami leaders for the re-introduction of
separate electorate. He said that in separate electorate, West Pakistan
would not be divided while East Pakistan would be divided into two
the Muslims and the non-Muslims-based more or less on
antagonism. The Hindus that would come under separate electorate
would obviously be those who would be communally-minded with
the result that West Pakistan would be solid and East Pakistan
divided. “So these leaders of West Pakistan come here to mislead the
people in the name of Islam which has nothing to do with the
electorate system.” They even went to the extent of demanding
referendum or public vote on this issue.lt was clear, he added, that
nothing which was Islamic could be determined by votes.
Continuing, Mr. Suhrawardy said that in no country of the world,
including the Muslim countries, was separate electorate in
operation.

03

Centre Warned

Referring to the present “distressing condition” of the province, Mr.
Suhrawardy said that due to drought this year output of corps would
not be satisfactory. He regretted that the Prime Minister was
“wrongly advised” about the situation in the province and was
given the impression that East Pakistan only demanded more and
more money. The Awami League chief warned the Centre that they
had “no right to allow people to die and at the same time keep
money in hand.”

He appealed to the Prime Minister to come to East Pakistan
and see things for himself.

Mujib

Earlier, addressing the meeting Sheikh Mujibur Rahman alleged
that East Pakistan had been neglected and deprived of its due share
during the Muslim League regime. A large number of industries
were set up in and around Karachi and elsewhere in West Pakistan,
while not a single industry was allowed to be established in East
Pakistan.

Threat

Sheikh Mujib warned the Centre that if East Pakistan was not given
equal share on 50-50 basis they would demand “their share on the
basis of population” “and we known how to realise our demands.”
Zahir

Mr. Zahiruddin, General Secretary of the All-Pakistan Awami League,
said that the Muslim League representatives at the Centre during the
Muslim League regime had done the “greatest harm” to the cause of
East Pakistan, If any one had to be blamed for the present condition
of the province, it was the Muslim League, he added.

He said that the Awami League had tried to do all that was possible
to correct the injustice done to the province in the past years and put
both the wings of Pakistan on equal basis. Awami League would
launch struggle against any injustice, he declared.

He criticised the KSP leaders for going to Karachi to receive their
“political guidance” from there. He said that the people of East
Pakistan would and allow their rate to be decided in Karachi or at
Nathiagall.

Khaleque

Mr. Abdul Khaleque, former Central Minister, said that ballot box
would decide the fate of those how “helped in the imposition of
Sec. 193 in the province.”

He stressed the need for planned irrigation in East Pakistan for the purpose
of growing more food and bringing under cultivation more lands.
Mansoor

The former Provincial Commerce Minister Mr. Mansoor Ali Made
a strong plea for the holding of general election according to the
present schedule. He appealed to the people to unite and raise their
voice to hold the election in time under joint electorate system. He
said that any attempt to delay the election would be strongly
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resisted by the people of East Pakistan. “If four and-a-half crores of
people of East Pakistan are united under the leadership of Mr.
Suhrawardy, there is no force on earth to delay the election.
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Sheikh Mujib for Karachi

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, General Secretary of the East Pakistan
Awami League will fly to Karachi today to attend the Finance
Committee meeting to be held there on July 10.

He will return to Dacca on July 11. Mr. Rahman will again leave for
Karachi on July 18 to attend the all party conference convened to
fix the date of general elections and discuss matters relating to
elections. The meeting will be held at karachi on July 19.

Mujibur Rahman will stay in Karachi for a few days and return to
Dacca on July 22.-APP.

Morning News
8th July 1958

Suhrawardy Ata & Mujib
Leave for Karachi Today

(By A Staff Reporter)
The Awami Chief, Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, is leaving for Karachi to
accompanied by the former Chief Minister, Mr. Ataur Rahman
Khan and the East Pakistan Awami general secretary, Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman.
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman will attend the meeting of the Finance
committee in Karachi on July 10 and will return to Dacca on July
11. Mr. Ataur Rahman Khan is expected to stay in the federal
capital for some time.
During his short stay in Dacca Mr. Suhrawardy is understood to
have had discussions with the leader of the NAP parliamentary
party in East Pakistan Assembly, Haji Mohammad Danish, on the
attitude of the NAP towards the Awami Coalition party.
Haji Danish had reportedly assured the Awami chief that his party
would honour the earlier decision to support the Awami government.
He was, however, stated to have said at the resolution of the
Parliamentary party was before the organising committee for its
approval. The NAP leader is understood to have expressed his “full
confidence” that the “unpublished” understanding would be ratified
by the organising committee.
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Morning News
11th July 1958

Chances of Early Lifting of 193 Bright
Mohan Mia Dashes to Karachi

(By A Staff Reporter)
The chances of early lifting of section 193 from East Pakistan
appeared bright yesterday. With the summoning of the National
Assembly session in Karachi on September 10, political observers
said in Dacca that President’s rule would be allowed to lapse
within the period of two months from June 25.
Provisions of section 193 were put into effect in the province on
June 25 following the report of the East Pakistan Governor, Mr.
Sultanuddin Ahmad, after the defeat of the Sarkar Ministry.
Meanwhile, considerable significance was being attached to the
sudden dash of Mr. Yousuf Ali Choudhry to Karachi after a brief
stay in Dacca for about 48 hours. After a six-day sojourn in
Karachi, he had returned to Dacca on July 8 and again left for the
federal capital yesterday.
Though KSP circles were reluctant to disclose the nature of his
visit, informed quarters believed that the “KSP strategist” had left
Dacca in response to “urgent summons” from Karachi.
The KSP leader during his stay in Karachi is expected to meet
President Iskander Mirza and members of the central Cabinet.
Prime Minister Noon accompanied by the West Pakistan Chief
Minister, Mr. Mozaffer Ali Qizilbash had returned from Lahore
yesterday.
Political observers, however, pointed out that “tangible” results
might be expected only after the return of President Mirza from
Istanbul. General Mirza is flying to Istanbul on July 14 to
participate in the conference of the Muslim Heads of the states of
Baghdad Pact. He is expected back in Karachi on July 19.
Reports were also current in the city that the chances of Awami
League being included in the Central Cabinet had receded further.
Interpreting the statement of the East Pakistan Awami General
Secretary, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, in the same light, political
observers pointed out that there was no further prospect of Awami
League joining the Centre.
According to some quarters, a reshuffle in the Central Cabinet was
also not ruled out, with a more active participation of KSP. In the
Central set-up. Some KSP sources already climed that Prime
Minister Noon was losing support of his colleagues in the Cabinet.
In case of any change at the Centre, some observers maintained that the
possibility of a KSP government in East Pakistan would further improve.
The KSP coalition headed by Mr. Abu Hosain Sarkar reiterated it
claim in Dacca of enjoying the support of 160 members of the
Assembly. They were also mobilising public opinion in favour of
lifting section 193 from the province.
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An APP report from Karachi says: KSP leader Yousuf Ali
Chowdhury (Mohan Mia) arrived here today from Dacca.

Mr. Lutfur Rahman, another KSP leader and former Central
Minister is already in Karachi.

The KSP leaders are expected to have talks with the Central
authorities on the East Pakistan political situation during their stay
in the federal capital.
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Morning News
12th July 1958

Hugq’s Call to Elect Right
Type of MenSarkar Slates
Suhrawardy’s ‘Double-faced’ Policy

(By A Staff Reporter)
The octogenarian politician and founder of the KSP, Mr. A. K.
Fazlul Hugq, called upon the people to vote for those in the coming
general elections “who are true to their words and deeds.”
He warned the people not to be led away by slogans and advised
them to elect persons who resembled Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar “in
appearance.”
The crowd which had gathered at the Paltan Maidan yesterday
(Friday) to demand the immediate restoration of parliamentary
Government in East Pakistan, welcomed the 85 year old leader with
full-throated slogans as Mr. Huq drove to the meeting in a car with
the president East Pakistan KSP, Syed Azizul Hugq.
Pin-drop silence prevailed in the meeting when the old and ailing
leader began his speech sitting on a wooden chair. He arrived at the
maidan while the leader of the KSP coalition, Mr. Abu Hossain
Sarkar, was addressing the meeting.
Beginning his speech with a verse from the Holy Quran, and
translating it into Urdu, Mr. Fazlul Huq invoked God’s blessings to
fulfill his responsibilities. He assured the people that he would
continue to serve them whenever he would be called upon to do so.
“It does not matter if in fulfilling my duties, I lose my life,” he added.
The former Governor, tears in his eyes, expressed his grave concern
over the flood situation in the province. He said he was receiving
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alarming reports from official and non-official sources about the
calamities ahead. He asked the people to realise the gravity of the
situation and contribute their best to improve it.

Mr. Hugq told the audience about his illness and said that he had to
attend the meeting as people were waiting for him. He said that the
doctors had advised him not to move but he could not resist the
desire to come to them. “It is a part of my duty” he said, “for which
I am responsible to God.”

The leader of the KSP Coalition party in the East Pakistan
Assembly, Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar, said that during his short term
of office as the Chief Minister of the province he was trying to
prepare a list of persons responsible for smuggling and corruption.
He said the Awamis were fully aware of the implications of such a
list, hence they made an all-out effort to throw him out of power,
After the completion of the list, he said culprits could have been
punished with an iron hand.

AL-NAP ALLIANCE

Mr. Sarkar said that the Awamis made an alliance with the NAP
only to “grab” power. For the sake of “Gaddi”, they could reach an
agreement even with a “Devil”, he added.

The former Chief Minister, however assured the people that if he
was entrusted with the duties of running the affairs of the province,
he would make the administration clean.

Referring to the alleged corruption during the 21-month Awami rule
in the province, Mr. Sarkar said that the Centre was not prepared to
give Rs. 13 crores to East Pakistan as it was feared that at least “Rs.
10 crores would be mismanaged by the Awami Government.”

SLATES MUJIB

The KSP leader deplored the statement made by Awami League
General Secretary, Skeikh Mujibur Rahman, in which he was
reported to have said that “Abu Hossain Sarkar could be purchased
for Rs. 15,000.” Expressing his regret for such “irresponsible”
utterances, Mr. Sarkar said he had earned much more money in his life.

‘DUAL POLITICS’

Talking about Mr. Suhrawardy’s “dual politics”, he recalled the
early days of Mr. Suhrawardy’s political career when according to
him, the Awami Chief was “tasting” each and every political party.
Continuing Mr. Sarkar said that even after the establishment of
Pakistan Mr. Suhrawardy had preferred to remain a Bharati citizen
in West Bengal. “As a true disciple of Mr. Gandhi,” he said, “Mr.
Suhrawardy was sermonising with Bharati Congress leaders for
non-violence.”

Mr. Sarkar reminded the people of the popular song recited at the
prayer meetings of Mr. Gandhi and said that those days Mr.
Suhrawardy himself used to recite “Raghupati Raghav Raja Ram”
with devoted attention.
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He also said that while entering into the Cabinet of Mr. Mohammad
Ali of Bogra, Mr. Suhrawardy had declared that he had no
connection with any political party.

The only objective of Mr. Suhrawardy and his party was to remain
in power he said and added that for his sake they could stoop to
“any level.”

Mr. Sarkar also criticised the continued stay of Mr. Ataur Rahman
Khan in the Chief Minister’s residence and said that no “honourable”
man could have done this. He said that there was a provision that the
Ministers could live in their houses for 15 days after quitting their
office but generally “respectable” persons did not remain in them for
such a length of time. They vacated it earlier, he added, Mr. Sarkar
said that once he also used to live in that house which was now
occupied by Mr. Ataur Rahman Khan but in those days it was an
ordinary house. Now, he said, there were air-conditioned rooms in
the Chief Minister’s residence and it had all the amenities of modern
life. The KSP leader regretted that the Awami leaders when coming
to power forgot everything about the people.

HAMIDUL HUQ

The Pakistan KSP President, Mr. Hamidul Huq Choudhry, made a
startling revelation in the meeting that Prime Minister Noon had
himself informed him on telephone that no Government could be
allowed to form in E. Pakistan with the assistance of the NAP.
Referring to his talk with the Prime Minister, he said that Mr. Noon
had insisted on his opinion and had advised him to form the
Ministry with Awami League.

Mr. Choudhry said that Mr. Noon was incapable of understanding
the problems of East Pakistan. Even if it was true that according to
Mr. Noon, the major part of the revenues was collected from West
Pakistan, it was not proper for him to say that the Central
Government could not keep on feeding East Pakistan.

Mr. Choudhry expressed his great concern over the proposed
Farakka barrage in West Bengal which he said would starve the
people of this province. He pleaded for better relations with all
countries, including Bharat.

The KSP Leader held the Awami League and the NAP responsible
for the imposition of Sec. 193 in East Pakistan.

NOON WARNED

Earlier, the General Secretary, East Pakistan KSP, Mr. Mohammad
Sulaiman, warned Prime Minister Noon that the people of East
Pakistan would not tolerate anything against their wishes.

He said it was Mr. Noon again who had stated during the period the
Central Government to call Mr. tan, that the people of this province
were not Muslims.

Mr. A. Rab, MPA, who also addressed the meeting accused Mr.
Suhrawardy of conspiring with Mr. Noon for the imposition of Sec.
193 in this province.

OO

The meeting through several resolutions, demanded immediate
restoration of parliamentary Government in East Pakistan and
urged upon the Government to call Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar to form
the Ministry.

By another resolution, the meeting expressed its firm belief that fair
and free election were not possible in Awami League regime.
Deep concern was expressed over the proposed Farakka bund in
West Bengal which would ultimately ruin the economy of East
Pakistan.

The execution of the Hungarian Prime Minister, Mr. Imre Nagy,
was also condemned at the meeting.

Morning News
13th July 1958

E. WING PARTIES WANT POLLS
TO BE PUT OFF MUSLIM LEAGUE ALONE
FOR ELECTIONS IN NOVEMBER

(By A Staff Reporter)
With less than a week left for the conference which the Prime
Minister has called in Karachi to fix the schedule for the general
elections most of the political parties in East Pakistan did not
appear interested in holding the elections in November this year.
The only political party which appeared firm on the question of
holding the elections in November was the East Pakistan Muslim
League.
The East Pakistan Muslim League president, Maulvi Tamizuddin
Khan, said last night that though no Muslim League leader from this
province had been invited to attend the proposed conference, his
party was in favour of holding the election in November this year.
He also said that a formal resolution to this effect had already been
adopted at the last meeting of the East Pakistan Muslim League
organising committee.
A top Awami source when contacted declined to comment on a
Karachi paper’s report that the Awami League wanted to postpone
the elections. He, however, maintained that November was not a
suitable month for holding the elections in this wing. The elections
could not be held before the year was out, he added.
The NAP circles were non-comittal on the question. According to
them there was no “scheduled date” as far as no deadline had been
officially fixed for the polls.
A prominent NAP leader, however, said that the most important
aspect of the problem was the fixation the date. Once the date was
asked, he said, nobody would “date delay the elections.”
It may be recalled that the recent three-day meeting of the NAP
organising committee had resolved that in fixing the dates the
“climatic conditions of East Pakistan” must be taken into consideration.
The KSP sources declined to make any comment at the present
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time. They pointed out that they had not decided the issue finally so
far. They are expected to reach a decision after the return of Mr.
Yousuf Ali Choudhry from Karachi.

It was however gathered that the KSP would like the elections to be
held in February next year.
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Morning News
22nd July 1958

Editorial
Postponing The polls

The conference of the party leaders which met in Karachi yesterday,
has sprung a surprise on the country by its decision to hold the
general elections by February, 1959. This was not the object for which
it had been convened. Its main purpose, as initially announced, was to
fix the date in a month that was determined in advance and over which
all sections of opinion were then unanimously agreed. There was
never a general demand for postponement and when some of the
leaders like Sheikh Mujibur Rahman had expressed themselves
against the November deadline, they were not speaking on behalf of
their parties but purely in their individual capacities.Mr. Suhrawardy,
at least in his public statements, was always for sticking to the
November schedule. Not until the Prime Minister made his speech
there was the slightest hint that the decision of the conference would
belie popular expectations. Even Mr. Firoz Khan Noon was opposed
to the extension of the date beyond December 31, 1958. Some delay
had indeed become inevitable on account of the harvesting season in
East Pakistan. Because of the peoples preoccupation the interest in
elections would have naturally suffered, resulting in absenteeism on
an unprecedented scale. This fear is borne out by the opinion of the
district magistrates in the Province, majority of whom is of the view
that polling in November would be less than 45 percent and that in any
other month is likely to reach as high as 65 percent in some of the
districts. This was indeed a strong case for postponement. Voting in
the past has no exceeded 50 percent in any of the provinces and in at
least one of them the percentage was as low as 30.This is an
experience that could not be allowed to be repeated in the country’s
first general election, which is expected to be in the nature of a verdict
on the record of the present government or for that matter on the
record of all the governments before and since the inauguration of the
constitution.

Owing their rise and fall to the ever changing party alignments in the
National Assembly, they were neither responsible nor responsive to
public opinion, and had in fact often acted in disregard of popular
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feeling on many an issue of national importance in the field of
domestic and foreign policies. The absence of accountability had
tended to undermine the people’s faith in the constitution and
democracy. That faith had at any cost to be sustained if we were to
survive as a free and democratic society. The government and the
parties had more time at their disposal for preparing the country for
the polls than for framing the constitution. The difficulties which
now confront them could have been easily foreseen when the
decision to hold elections in autumn this year was taken. In the
absence of plausible grounds for postponing the polls until the
middle of February next year, the people will be driven to conclude
that motives of political expediency were responsible for so drastic
a change in the schedule. The Muslim League leadership alone had
the sagacity to predict the outcome of the conference and to
dissociate from it on that account.
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Morning News
25th July 1958

No ‘Physical Demonstration’ by MPAs
Outside Assembly Mujib Condemns
PM’s move to send central ministers

(By A Staff Reporter)
The East Pakistan Awami League general secretary, Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, condemned the reported move of the Prime
Minister to depute two Central Ministers to review the political
situation in East Pakistan with a view to lifting Section 193 from
the province.
He also expressed his opposition to any “physical” demonstration
by MPAs outside the Assembly to ascertain the respective strength
of the two contending Coalition parties one led by Mr. Abu Hossain
Sarkar and the other by Mr. Ataur Rahman Khan.
“Let a special session of the Provincial Assembly be caled, if
necessary, to ascertain as to who commands the majority in the
House.” he suggested.
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman who returned to Dacca yesterday from
Karachi in the course of an interview with “Morning News” said
that if the Central Government felt that they were “our” masters,
“they are living in a fool’s paradise.” “I do not know how long this
Karachi clique will continue to play with East Pakistan.”
NOT DUMB, DRIVEN CATTLE
Referring to the possible deputation of the Central Ministers to this
province, the Awami General Secretary said: If anybody thought
that East Pakistan MPAs were not “human beings” but dumb,
driven cattle, he was grossly mistaken. The MPAs could be
physically present only at one place that is the Assembly” he asserted.
The Awami Shiekh sounded a note of warning against the violation
of the “constitutional convention,” which according to him clearly
laid down that one who enjoyed the confidence of the House should
be allowed to form the Government.
The people of East Pakistan, he said, wanted to be governed
through “constitutional procedures” and not in a “dictatorial”
manner. If required, the Awami League would again prove that it
had the majority in the House, he added.
AL WILL WAIT
He, however, said that his party was not interested in Ministry
Making. Now that the date for the general election in the country
had been announced, he said, the party could wait for another six
months.
When he was asked to state as to what would be the attitude of his
party if the KSP Coalition was prepared to “physically”
demonstrate its strength, he said, “I am sure they cannot do it.”
He emphasised that MPAs were duly elected representatives of the
people. How could the Central Government want the respective
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strength of the parties ascertained through physical demonstration
when no such demonstration by MPs was considered necessary to
show as to who enjoyed majority support in the National Assembly
he asked.

Replying to a question on a reported talk between Mr. Hamidul Huq
Choudhry and Mr. Abul Mansur Ahmad on the basis of a possible
Coalition between the Awami League and the KSP, Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman gave the briefest answer, “I do not know.” He declined
comment on the issue further.

The trusted lieutenant of Awami Chief Mr. Suhrawardy, ..... very
critical of the reported .......... for a confederation of Pakistan ....
Iran and said that the people East Pakistan would “resist” it. It was
another plan, he said, to........ the people of this province into
minority. “If anybody wanted amalgamate Pakistan with any other
country it was clearly an act of ........ version,” he said.
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Morning News
16th August 1958

Split in Awamis Over Physical Demonstration
MUJIB OPPOSES IDEA: ‘SHOW’ ON AUGUST 19

(By A Staff Reporter)
Sharp difference of opinion was reported in the Awami camp
yesterday on the question of physical demonstration for the
assessment of the strength of the two contending parties in the East
Pakistan Assembly.
Both the KSP and the Awami League reiterated their claims
yesterday that they commanded the majority in the provincial
Assembly but only the KSP expressed its full willingness for
demonstration of strength ‘anywhere in East Pakistan.’
On the other hand, the Awami General secretary, Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman again emphatically asserted that his party was opposed to
the very idea of this demonstration. He said, “We will not go to
power; power will come to us.”
He, however, did not object to the holding of a special session of
the Assembly to decide the issue.
Indications were also available that there was a considerably strong
section of the Awami League Coalition party, headed by “senior”
statesmen, which did not totally disapprove the idea of physical
demonstration.
They did not like the “spirit” of the procedure but “indignantly”
accepted because the Central Government opposed determined to
take a decision only on the basis of such a demonstration.
The two groups were reported to have met at the residence of an
influential leader of the party to discuss the issue threadbare.
Meanwhile, the NAP circles continued to profess their support to
the coalition headed by Mr. Ataur Rahman Khan. They were also
stated to have handed over “a signed document” signifying their
support.
The NAP chief, Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan Bhashani, who is now
on a tour of the Middle East countries, was also reported to have cut
down his trip in view of the recent political developments in this
country. He was expected back in Pakistan within a week.
NAP TO BE ROPED IN?
Physical observers pointed out that a particular section of the
Awami League was also “eager” to see that some members of the
NAP joined the Provincial Cabinet with Mr. Ataur Rahman Khan as
its leader. This step, they suggested, could ensure the NAP’s
support on “firm” footing.
The sudden postponement of the visit of the two Central Ministers,
Mr. Amjad Ali and Mian Jaffar Shah has, however, again added
uncertainly to the political situation which was crystallising.
It was also learnt that the Awami .... today (Saturday) from Karachi,
has also deffered his departure from Karachi for a day or two.

08




‘SHOW’ ON AUG. 19

PPA adds from Karachi: Central authorities have fixed Aug. 19 for
the two rival parties— the Krishak Sramik Party and the Awami
League— to demonstrate their respective strength, it was reliably
learnt today.

A senior official of the Pakistan Government, Pir Ahsanuddin, has
proceeded to Dacca to supervise, in conjunction with the East
Pakistan Governor, the demonstrator of strength by the two
contending parties. He will report back the result to the Central
Government.

It is gathered that the Governor will ask only those MPAs to appear
before him on the appointed date whose loyalties to the KSP will be
challenged by the Awami League. These members will be asked to
make a declaration before the Governor stating their allegiance or
otherwise to the KSP.

Meanwhile the KSP leader, Mr. Yusuf Ali Choudhry is believed to
have advised his partymen to be in Dacca before Aug 19. He
conferred with me...again this morning.

The Governor and Pir Ahsanuddin will after examining these members
prepare a joint report and submit it to the Central Cabinet.

Mohan Mia today postponed his departure for Dacca. Mr. Abdul Latif
Biswas and Mr. Abdul Matin are catching midnight plane for Dacca.
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Morning News
17th August 1958

Mujib ‘Defeats’ Ata

(By A Staff Reporter)
The Awami general secretary, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, had his first
“victory” yesterday, on a literary front though, when he defeated
the former Chief Minister, Mr. Ataur Rahman Khan in a debate on
UN affairs.
The subject for the debate was: “UN has failed to solve the
problems of nations.” It was held under the auspices of the Awami
League Cultural circle.
The motion was moved by Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. He was
supported by Mr. Abdul Hamid Choudhury and Mr. Tariq Ahmad
Choudhury, Mr. Ataur Rahman Khan along with Mr
Muhammadullah, and Mr. Abdul Mannan Sikdar opposed the
motion. When put to vote, the motion was carried.

TREW
SHCT T dveh

A AT ST AT AT @S CLEs T G (<14 Ieaa
T Sy~ ToANH b eifsatae! FHRAR Ty SIS AR
AT QZ TRE AT AW (AR AR SR |
AE SAFBT SSART AT AT GBI ST (T Seyieg a6
U2 *1® B R G WA (2 TS BRI | R3¢ AN A
AT SF (el BIF |

Morning News
19th August 1958

4 NAP MPAs To Support KSP Coalition

(By A Staff Reporter)

Four members of the NAP parliamentary party in the East Pakistan
Assembly have decided to support the KSP coalition headed by Mr.
Abu Hossain Sarkar.

The members in a joint statement issued to the Press last night declared
that their decision was “quite in conformity with the directive of the
Central Parliamentary Board and also the wise instruction of our
beloved leaders such as Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan, Abdul Majid
Sindhi and no less than the founder of our movement, Maulana
Bhashani prior to his departure to Stockholm Peace conference.

A hot controversy was brought about in the political arena, they
said, ever since the “understanding” was arrived at between Mr.
Mahmud Ali and Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. The conflict, they
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pointed out, forged a “divesting split” into the party which was born
a year ago with “lofty ideals of democracy.”

The four leaders maintained that the stand of Mr. Suhrawardy, “the
illustrious leader of the Awami League,” who could brook no delay
in condemning the new-born Arab nationalism negatived the spirit of
the “so-called understanding which was loudly proclaimed to have
been arrived at on the basis of the revolutionary 5-point programme
of the NAP, one of which was independent foreign policy.”
Referring to the part played by the NAP Parliamentary Party in the
Provincial Assembly, the NAP leaders said that it was a “mockery”
of the decision taken by the NAP parliamentary Board which
ultimately broke down the constitutional machinery of the province
and led to the imposition of Sec. 193,

concluding the statement they said that the Parliamentary
Government could only be restored if a “positive” support could be
given to the opposition bloc of the Provincial Assembly under the
leadership of Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar.

The following are signatories to the statement: Maulana Altaf
Hossain, Vice-President, Pakistan National Awami Party, Mr.
Muazzam Husain, Mr. Faizal Hasan and Mr. Hatim Ali.
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Morning News
27th August 1958

NAP Leaders Playing Role
of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde
-Mujib
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, General Secretary, East Pakistan Awami
League, in a statement last night said:
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‘I am surprised, rather shockd to see the statement of Haji Md.
Danesh and Mr. A. Samad, Parliamentary leader of the NAP in the
East Pakistan Assembly and Joint Secretary of the NAP Organising
Committee respectively, published in today’s local Press. What
they wanted to convey at length by the statement is that the Awami
League Coalition Government indulged in corruption and
aggravated the economic crisis. They seem to have adopted the
double role of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, some sort of double-edged
sword. They want to eat the cake and have it too.

Since my understanding with my counterpart of the NAP myself
and other leaders of my party have been honoring the sanctity of
that understanding which the Haji Saheb also in one of his previous
press statements admitted to guarded secret.......

DAILY DAWN
28th August 1958

AL To JOIN CENTRAL CABINET?

The Awami League is likely to join the Central Cabinet, a source
close to the Awami League High Command said in Karachi
lastnight.

The source said that the proposal to join the Cabinet was being
considered by the party to “counter-act the intriguing moves of the
KSP.”

The Awami League Parliamentary party having a strength of 14
members in the National Assembly is at present out of the Noon
Cabinet though a component unit of the coalition.

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, MP and General Secretary of the East
Pakistan Awami League, who arrived in Karachi yesterday from
Dacca to attend a meeting of the Accounts Committee, however,
refused to comment on the issue.

He told newsmen that the party chief, Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, had
been authorised to take whatever decision he deemed fit in this
regard.

Asked to comment on the possibility of KSP-Awami League
Coalition, as suggested by Prime Minister Noon, he said there
could not be any coalition with the KSP.

He said that the Awami League commanded the confidence of the
majority members in the East Pakistan Assembly and added: “I
accept the KSP challenge to prove our majority.”

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman added that beside attending the Accounts
Committee meeting the main purpose of his visit to Karachi was to
impress upon the Central Government the immediate need of
financial aid to East Pakistan for relief to the people affected by
current floods and drought. -APP.
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Morning News
Ist September 1958

AL will Meet same Fate
In Elections As In 1954
— Mujib

(From Our Karachi Office)
Aug. 31: The East Pakistan Awami League general secretary, Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, in a statement issued here today “assured” Mr.
Qayyum Khan and Mr. Chundrigar that the Awami League will meet
the same fate in the forthcoming general elections as it met in 1954.
“I throw this challenge. Let them take it up,” he said.
Mr. Rahman said that it was wrong to say that the Muslim League
had won 19 out of the 21 seats in the Chittagong municipal
elections. The elections were not fought on party basis, he said.
He claimed that nine elected members had stated that they are not
Muslim Leaguers. According to him these nine members are
Messrs. Syed Hamid Choudhury, Mr. Akbar Ali, Mr. Syedur
Rahman Choudhury, Mr. Abdul Mojid Dhorash, Mr. Pir Bux, Mr.
Abdul Mojid Choudhury, Md. Mohammed Yusuf, Mr. Bazie
Ahmad Choudhury and Mr. Wahidul Hagq.
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These members together with three Awami Leaguers and four
others are determined to oppose any Muslim Leaguer who will be
put up for Chairmanship, Mr. Rahman claimed.
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Morning News
7th September 1958

ATA CABINET TO QUIT IF DEMAND
FOR RS. 15 CRORES NOT CONCEDED
Mujib’s Broadside Against Centre

(By A Staff Reporter)
The East Pakistan Awami League general secretary, Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, said in Dacca yesterday that Awami League
might direct the AL coalition cabinet to resign if the people of this
province did not get “sufficient” help from the Centre.
He said that if the demand of East Pakistan for Rs. 15 crores were
not conceded by the Centre, “we have no right to continue in office.
We cannot play with the life of the people.”
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, talking to this reporter in the stuffy room
of the Awami League office last night appeared very moved when
he described the “appalling” misery of the people who were faced
with “grave” economic crisis. “I feel East Pakistan is worse than a
colony,” he said.
It the “Central administrators” persisted in this attitude, he said, the
people of this province would have to think what course of action
to take. “When we have accepted the principle of party, we have
also to see that it was observed in all respects,” he added.

STEP-MOTHERLY TREATMENT

Referring to the “indifferent” attitude of the Centre towards this
province, he pointed out that out of 710 million dollars received by
the Pakistan Government from the US as aid only 115 million
dollars were sandboxed for East Pakistan. “This step-motherly”
treatment has completely shattered our economy.”

REFUGEES NEGLECTED

He also mentioned the said plight of the refugees of East Pakistan and
said that they were totally neglected by the Central authorities. The
people of this province were also paying the refugee tax but only a
negligible amount of that money was spent on the rehabilitation of
the refugees here. “May 1 ask the Central administrators if the
refugees of West Pakistan were the only refugees?”” he asked.

He said that the problems of the refugees could have been solved
long ago, if only the refugee taxes paid by the people of East
Pakistan were spent in this province.

He however, said that the refugees had “misunderstood” him and
added that his fight with the Central Government for financial aid
meant a fight for every East Pakistani. When East Pakistan would
get the money the refugees of this part of the country would
naturally be benefitted by it, he added.

Replying to a question, the Awami general secretary said that the
party had authorised its chief, Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, to decide the
question of Awami League joining the Central Cabinet.
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When his attention was drawn to a report that last-minute hitch in
the swearing in of the Awami League nominees had arisen on the
question of the inclusion of Mr. Abul Mansur Ahmad in the Central
Cabinet, the Awami Sheikh declined to make any comment. He,
however, said that no other party had any right to oppose or support
any nominee of the Awami League. “We cannot be diciated on this
point”, he added.
NO MAJOR RESHUFFLE
When a question was put to him on the possibility of any “major”
reshuffle in the Provincial Cabinet, the Awami general secretary
replied in the negative. He said there was no “talk” about Mr Ataur
Rahman Khan joining the Centre.
He said that the Provincial Cabinet would be further expanded
“before and after” the ensuing session of the East Pakistan
Assembly.”
Morning news
9th September 1958

Centre ‘Completely Hostile’ To East Pakistan
WANTS TO SEE PROVINCE’S ECONOMY
‘DESTROYED’- ATA

(BY A STAFF REPORTER)
THE EAST PAKISTAN CHIEF MINISTER, MR. ATAUR RAHMAN
KHAN, WHO RETURNED TO DACCA YESTERDAY FROM
KARACHI, AFTER ATTENDING THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SES-
SION, mounted a blistering attack against the Central Government
immediately on arrival.
He charged the Centre of being “completely hostile” to East
Pakistan and or wanting to see the economy of this province
“wholly destroyed.”
In what was believed to be the first shot of the pre-election
campaign, Mr. Khan said that the Centre did not grant any financial
assistance, not even for the relief of the flood-stricken people.
The Chief Minister, during his stay in the federal capital, it might
be mentioned, demanded a financial aid to the tune of Rs. 15 crores
from the Centre for tiding over the present economic crisis in the
province.
Talking to newsmen on his arrival at the Tejgaon airport, Mr. Khan
presented a very gloomy picture of the economic and financial
position of the province. He said that the Central Finance Minister
had completely “ruined the economy of Pakistan.”
‘NOT PREPARED TO BELIEVE’
The Chief Minister was not prepared to “believe” that there was no
money with the Central Government. The Central Government
could give the money if they “liked”, he said and added, “I know
wherefrom the money could be had.”
Referring to the implications of the present attitude of the Centre,
Mr. Ataur Rahman Khan said that it would retard the development
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of the province. He pointed out that in the circumstances, the
Provincial Government would only run the day to day administra-
tion. “We will carry on only the routine business”, he added.

DIFFERS WITH MUJIB

When his attention was drawn is the statement of the East Pakistan
Awami League general secretary, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,
suggesting that the party might direct the Awami coalition
Government to “quit” office if the Central Government did not
concede to the demands of East Pakistan, the Chief Minister said he
did not support this view.

He, however, said that the East Pakistan Government would
continue its fight for aid from the Centre. “After all we have
assumed some responsibility,” he added. He was in favour of
continuing his efforts for receiving financial aid from the Centre
while continuing in office.

Mr. Khan declined to comment on the “reasons” why the Centre
had taken such an “unreasonable” view of the situation. He
maintained that even if the Central Government did not have any
money, they should find out the sources of revenue. It was entirely
their responsibility because they had “ruined” the economy of the
country.

DAMAGE TO ECONOMY

Pointing out the extent of damages to the economy of East Pakistan,
Mr. Ataur Rahman Khan said that the loss caused by the drought
amounted to Rs. 70 crores. He also said that according to the
preliminary report on the floods, the damage to the Aman and Aus
crops, cattle, houses, roads and bridges amounted to over Rs. 22 crores.
He also hinted that suggestions were made by the Centre to float
loans in the province to get money, but he was very “doubtful” if
the loans would be subscribed by the people.

He also rejected the plea that money could be collected by
imposing more taxes on the already hard-pressed people of East
Pakistan.

Replying to a question, Mr. Khan said that nominees of
Awami League might join the Central Cabinet after Prime
Minister Malik Firoz Khan Noon returned from New Delhi.
He said that he always supported the view that his party
should share power at the Centre.

Asked about the expansion of the Provincial Cabinet, the
Chief Minister said that the present Cabinet would not be
“necessarily” expanded before the commencement of the
East Pakistan Assembly session.

Replying to a correspondent about the possibility of a section
of KSP joining the provincial cabinet, Mr. Ataur Rahman
Khan said that he had no knowledge about it. He, however,
added that it was a matter of “discussion.”
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Morning news
11th September 1958

AL DIVIDED ON ISSUE OF JOINING CENTRE
Suhrawardy’s Discussion with Party Leaders

(By A Staff Reporter)
The question of Awami League joining the Central Cabinet could
be decided only in East Pakistan and not in the federal capital. This
became clear from the course of events in the recent past and was
further confirmed by the arrival of the Awami League chief Mr. H
S Suhrawardy, in Dacca yesterday.
Mr. Suhrawardy on his arrival from Karachi told newsmen at the
Tejgaon airport that the question of his party joining the Centre
would be finally decided during his stay in province and after a
thorough discussion with the leaders of the East Pakistan Awami
League.
He is reported to have had preliminary talks with some of the
leaders of his party including Chief Minister, Mr. Ataur Rahman
Khan and the Awami general secretary, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.
There is a considerably strong section of the Awami League leaders
and workers in East Pakistan who are stated to be opposed to
Awami League joining the Centre, without Mr. Suhrawardy being
at the head of the Cabinet.
This section is also reported to be exerting pressure on the
Provincial Government to quit office in protest against the present
attitude of the Centre.
The other section of the party, however, believes that the Awami
League should join the Centre even without Mr. Suhrawardy. These
leaders are also stated to be opposed to the suggestion of “stepping
down” from power. In their opinion, of the Awami League joined
the Central Cabinet, the centre could be effectively persuaded to
give financial aid to East Pakistan.
Political observers, however, believed that Mr. Suhrawardy would
not find it an easy job to bring reconciliation among the members
of the two groups.
The Awami chief who arrived in Dacca yesterday told newsmen
that some Central Ministers were likely to visit East Pakistan to
assess the extent of damage caused by the recent floods.
He also said that he had asked the Prime Minister, Malik Firoz Khan
Noon, to come to this province to see things for himself. He,
however, said the Prime Minister might not be able to come due to
his present engagements, but was expected to pay a visit afterwards.
Mr. Suhrawardy yesterday visited some of the flood-affected areas
of the city. He left last night for Gopalganj in Faridpur district
accompanied by Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. He is expected back in
Dacca on .....
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Morning news
18th September 1958

NAP SATISFIED WITH ASSURANCES
GIVEN BY ATA, MUJIB
Suhrawardy Alone is not AL-Bhashani

(From Our Lahore Correspondent)
Sept. 17: The NAP chief, Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan Bhashani,
told Morning News that his party is committed to support the
Awami League Government in East Pakistan as Chief Minister
Ataur Rahman Khan and Sheikh Mujibur Rahman have given
solemn assurance to support and implement the NAP’s five-point
programme.
He claimed that the Awami League in East Pakistan is committed to
an independent foreign policy and disintegration of One-Unit after
the general elections in case the former minority provinces demand
this disintegration.
He said that Mr. Suhrawardy alone does not constitute the Awami
League and NAP is satisfied with the assurances given by key
Awami League leaders of East Pakistan.
The NAP leaders in East Pakistan also genuinely feel that in case
the Awami League Ministry is thrown out of power by more
reactionary elements no general elections will be held in the
country for an indefinite period and we as a party attach utmost
importance to holding of general elections according to schedule.
This is the reason that despite ideological differences we are
supporting the Noon Ministry in the Centre.
The Maulana confirmed that Mr. Ataur Rahman has extended an
invitation to the NAP to nominate its representatives to the
Provincial Cabinet but the NAP is in no hurry to join the Provincial
Cabinet and will consider the matter and decide in October when
the Central Organizing Committee will meet.

WILL WIN BACK GHAFFAR

The NAP chief who was accompanied by the party’s Secretary
General Mr. Mamoodul Huq Usmani was very hopeful of bringing
round Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan to his point of view and expressed
confidence that the Pathan leader will not quit the party. He said he
was taking the Punjabi leaders, Mr. Mahmood Ali Qasuri and Mr.
C. R. Aslam along with him to Peshawar to iron out the differences
and remove misunderstandings. He fully appreciates the feelings
of the former minority provinces on the One Unit issue and
understands their difficulties but feels that disintegration should be
deferred till the general elections as elections in the country are our
foremost problem.

APP adds: Talking to the APP, the NAP chief favoured the idea of
dissolving the Provincial and General Ministries to secure free and
fair elections.

oeAq

Maulana Bhashani said that the economic committee of the
Afro-Asian conference will meet at Cairo in the first week of
December. The NAP, he said, would send an economic expert to
Cairo to participate in the deliberations of the committee.

AFRO-ASIAN CONFCE

He said the executive committee of the Afro-Asian conference
could meet in Karachi provided the Central Government granted
permission in that respect. He, however, said that the NAP had not
yet approached the Government for seeking the requisite
permission.

He said that the Central Organising Committee of the National
Awami Party will discuss the question of election alliances during
its next meeting.

According to the party’s constitution the next meeting will be held
in East Pakistan since one meeting has already been held in West
Pakistan.

SUHRAWARDY SLATED

Maulana Bhashani said that the agreement on the five-point
programme between the two Secretaries of the NAP and the Awami
League was reached with the knowledge and approval of Mr. H. S.
Suhrawardy.

He regretted that political leaders now deem it fit to go back on
their commitments creating an air of uncertainty and political
confusion. Mr. Suhrawardy, he alleged, had two different languages
to speak in the two wings of Pakistan.

The NAP chief pointed out that Mr. Suhrawardy was loudest in his
demand for regional autonomy for East Pakistan. When in power he
retracted from his professions only to return to the original demand
of fullest regional autonomy on being forced into the opposition
ranks.

Similarly, he said the Muslim League branded all the advocates of
regional autonomy for East Pakistan as traitors and foreign agents.
It is an irony of fate that the same leaders were now proclaiming
themselves to be the sincerest advocates for regional autonomy.
Maulana Bhashani said: “It is beyond my comprehension how a
demand described as unpatriotic can all of a sudden become he
warcry of the same leadership. The trouble is that most of the
political parties are late in guaging the public opinion and
responding to the Maulana Bhashani said that after his tour of East
and West Pakistan he had gained the impression that the failure of
the Government to hold the general elections in February next
would evoke loud protest in the country.

He said, he agreed with the East Pakistan Chief Minister statement
of Mr. Ataur Rahman Khan the Central Government was not
according a fair treatment to East Pakistan. The Maulana wondered
why the Central Government had not contradicted the allegations
leveled by the East Pakistan Chief Minister against it.
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Maulana Bhashani will leave on a fortnight tour of Indonesia.
Ceylon and China on Sept. 30 after the conclusion of the Kisan
Conference in East Pakistan which will also be attended by Khan
Abdul Ghaffar Khan and the other NAP leaders from the West wing.
The NAP leader left tonight for Peshawar on a mission of keeping
the party’s solidarity, threatened by Khan Abdul Ghaffar’s
ultimatum.

Morning News
20th September 1958

Controversial

(By A Staff Reporter)

The speaker of the East Pakistan Assembly, Mr. Abdul Hakim,
against whom four no confidence motions have been tabled by the
Awami coalition tabled by the Awami coalition party members, was
described by Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, as “doing active politics”.
The Leader of the House, and the Chief Minister, Mr. Ataur
Rahman Khan, however, in a message to the first issue of the
journal of the Provincial Assembly, “The Speaker”, had said, “Our
Speaker, Mr. Abdul Hakim, will be remembered by future
generations for upholding the prestige and dignity of the
legislature. He has achieved independence of the Secretariat of the
Provincial Assembly .... If the Legislature is supreme and
sovereign, no undemocratic action can be perpetrated within our
border with impunity even by persons who happen to be at the helm
of administration.”

Morning News
20th September 1958

EAST PAKISTAN ASSEMBLY MEETS TODAY
Rules of Procedure Further Amended
CENTRAL ORDINANCE ABOUT
6 MPAS: SITUATION ‘UNPREDICTABLE’

(By A Staff Reporter)
The Awami coalition Government further “tightened” its grip on
the Legislature when through a notification published in a Dacca
Gazette extraordinary the rules of business were further
“amended” last night, 20 hours.. before the Assembly meets at 3 pm today.
One of the amendments is purported to “Insulate” the House
against a possible attempt on the part of the Speaker to adjourn the
House against the advice of the leader of the House Another
amendment provided that a resolution for the removal of the
Speaker could be put to vote without debate.
The notification also amended the rules regarding the President’s
authorisation of expenditure out of the provincial consolidated fund

Ml

under the Constitution after the voting on demands has taken place
in the Assembly after the presentation of the budget. All such
voting shall have no force and effect, the notification said, “and it
shall be necessary to have fresh voting on all the final demands for
grants and appropriations in any subsequent session of the Assembly
in which the final demands for grants and appropriations are laid.”

ORDINANCE FROM KARACHI

Simultaneously, from Karachi an ordinance was promulgated by
the Central Government giving retrospective effect from March 25,
to the Act which removed disqualification from becoming member
of the Provincial Assembly against a public prosecutor and
Government pleader.

It was further learnt from Karachi that the Act recently passed by
the National Assembly had received the Assent of the President and
was published in a Gazette of Pakistan extraordinary yesterday
(Friday).

Meanwhile, the East Pakistan Awami League general secretary,
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman charged the Speaker, Mr. Abdul Hakim, or
“doing active politics” and identifying himself against the Awami
League Coalition Party, after no-confidence motions were tabled
against him by the members of the Party.

The Awami Secretary claimed that ‘law and order’ was still
prevailing in the country and there was no force which could
escapes by resorting to ‘illegal means’ for personal benefits.

He also asserted that his party would come out victorious in any test
of strength and would be able to eliminate ‘reactionary forces’ in

the country.
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