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FCafRe: | all the Arab regimes had understood over the years
that close monitoring of the Internet was far more efficient
than its brutal prohibition. Syria had long banned the Internet,
while cybercafes were booming in neighbouring Lebanon, but
Bashar al-Asad, after taking over from his deceased father in
June 2000, had lifted the ban. The various security forces,
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Jamaat may take control in Bangladesh, expect an influx
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‘Intelligence agencies have identified Pakistan's
ISI and its Chinese patron as key players in
agitating protests and subversion that compelled
Bangladeshi leader Sheikh Hasina to flee the
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Islami Chhatra Shibir (ICS), the student wing of
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Governor and Chief Minister. There is
CAA. If the situation is not controlled
there, Jamaat (an opposition party in
Bangladesh) and radicals will take
control.”>Y
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At the outset, we want to express our unambiguous con-
demnation of the mayhem created by ideologically and polit-
ically motivated groups whose aim was to destabilise our
country, use the general discontent to instigate violence, and
try to 'topple the government'—as claimed by some minis-
ters and which, if true, we vigorously denounce. This has
made us realise that our country faces internal enemies
opposed to our development and overall success. The
destruction of public property and the setting of fire to
essential government offices, transport facilities and part of
internet infrastructure that greatly crippled trade, manufac-
turing and the daily life of citizens need to be highly con-
demned, and the perpetrators exposed and punished within
the law. We in the media will assist the government in
unearthing this move against Bangladesh. Those who
opposed our birth in 1971 must be resisted, defeated and
destroed.>¢
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tained from being shot at with pellet guns, which have been
used against protesters by Indian forces in the region.’8
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