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All crime stories involve action. They related to incidents
which are potentially exciting when read about, provided the
reporter has been resourceful and thorough in his newsgather-
ing. Until a case reaches court, knowledge of law is second-
ary to ability to observe, describe and imagine all of the
angles needing investigation and the sources from which
information may be obtainable. The crime reporter, in other
words, must possess some of the qualities of a good detective
although his purpose in entirely different. He is not out to
solve the crime but to learn all that it is possible to find out
about it.
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1. Causalities.
Lives lost or threatened.
Injuries and how received.
Description of any gun play or fighting.
Disposition of dead and injured.
Prominent names among dead and injuured.
2. Property loss.
a. Value of loss.
b. Nature of Property stolen or destroyed.
c. Other property threatened.

opo o

3. Method of crimes.
How entrance was effected.
Weapons or instruments used.
Treatment of victims.
Description of unusual circumstances.
Similarly to previous crimes.
4. Cause or motive.
a. Confessions.
b. Statements of victims.
c. Statement of police, witness and others.
d. Threats.
5. Arrests.
Name of Persons arrested.
b. Complaint our policeman making arrest.
c. Charges entered on police blotter.
d. Police ingenuity.
e. Danger incurred by police.
f.
C
a

opo0 o

®

. Arraignment.
lues as to identity of criminals.
Evidence at scene of crime.
b. Testimony of witnesses.
c. Statement of police.
d. Statement of police.
e. Statements of victim and others.
7. Connection with other crimes.
a. Probability of arrest.
b. Description of missing persons.
c. Value of clues.
d. Contact with criminal through ransom notes, etc.
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