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(=741 =T, “The Armed Forces of Bangladesh took over power in
the ‘greater national interest’ under President Khondokar
Mushtaque Ahmed, topping the former President Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman early on Friday morning , reports BSS.

The former President Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was killed at
his residence during the takeover, it was announced.”

S PRI ey f2#- “Values have to be rehabilitated,”
‘People thank Armed Forces,” ‘Special prayers,” ‘Mujib picture
removed,” ‘US ready to normal ties.” ‘Pakistan decides to recog-
nise.’

Wy I SEeld 9 Rt feei- ‘Mushtaque becomes
President.” 43dMF (@@ fee- ‘Armed Forces take over :
Martial Law proclaimed : curfew imposed.” @3 Bai@ feer-
‘Mujib killed : Situation remains calm.’” S®yy RGARCR W04y
fesl~ ‘Mushtaque calls for cooperation,” ‘Special prayers,’
‘Justice must be established : President- Work hard to improve

condition quickly.” ‘Pakistan accords recognition.’
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old of a new era.’ (9ta (<141 fes— ‘The valiant armed forces of
the country under the leadership of President Khondokar
Mushtaque Ahmed taken over the reins of the Government in a
smooth and orderly way at a time when a change had become
absolutely necessary; but the situation was such that no change
could be effected in a constitutional manner.’
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oA AP Heavy fighting as Sheikh Mujibur declares
E Pakistan independent’ FATIIITT QoI M 23—

‘Civil war raged in the eastern region of Pakistan last
night after a radio broadcast announced that Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman had proclaimed it an independent repub-
lic. President Yahya Khan outlawed the Sheikh’s Awami
League and denounced the Sheikh himself as a traitor
whose crime ‘would not go unpunished.’

Political activity throughout Pakistan has been banned
and an indefinite curfew has been imposed on the eastern
wing.

Official communications between East Pakistan and
the rest of the world have been cut. The only news about
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the day’s dramatic developments came in clandestine radio
bulletins broadcast from Dacca and from reports by trav-
ellers crossing into India....”
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o ST TN e TB TS AITe TR SRAZS (N
@OF (AT IAGCE A&or (el Feaeet | ot feet
IHAFT TR QAN FAATOR (T | TR A SHoE
FeerE Bal 49 43R TR AFAE IRET 92 FETOR
ey wwieE | @3z Hifefrres 3w 9| o IfeRE
TRACE Sr*l] FCE IEN0R, G o *f¥ qTITe #I1=70ae =11 |

S5 ICER 29 Wb 7 BIZaT (TS7) @ President says
traitors must be punished’ PTG eer :

Delhi, March 26-Sheikh Mujibur Rahman tonight
proclaimed East Pakistan the sovereign independent peo-
ple’s Republic of Bangladesh. According to a clandestine
radio report monitored near the East Pakistan Border.

The Press Trust of India (P.T.I) published the report
which was monitored at Agartala, in the Indian territory of
Tripura, about 56 miles east of Dacca, PTI. said that the
broadcast was not made by the Sheikh himself but by an
unidentified announcer.

The broadcast said that troops of the East Bengal
Regiment, the East Pakistan Rifles, and the ‘ntire Police
force’ had surrounded West Pakistan troops in Chittagong,
Comilla, Sylhet, Jessore, Barisal and Khulna, and that
heavy fighting was continuing.

A later message said that forces loyal to Sheikh
Mujibur had captured the Chittagong station of Radio
Pakistan forcing troops to retreat after fierce fighting...
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wify {eg wiformes SR TR N FMR | S0
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FEA | T SANGH AL (TR @GR A (T e
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Wy (w3fer (Gt v (efew i e erEd 93 W5
BIFR SIS FACETE R WH Ored WEIte T8I FARE |
55 T IfeTm SAFIAN O oNfFs iRPeT 336 emm
2¥ | q 3307 fofq Trge FacRa- They were sustained, for a
time, by the broadcasts of the clandestine Radio
Bangladesh soon after darkness fell on March 25, the votee
of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman came faintly through on a
wavelength close the official Pakistan Radio. In what must

¢o

have been and sounded like, a pre-recorded message, the
Sheikh proclaimed East Pakistan to be the People’s
Republic of Bangladesh. He called on Bangalis to go
underground, to reorganize and to attack the ‘Invaders’.
And he claimed to be as free as Bangladesh — a tragically
true claim for he was in prison. But it was a claim which
fired the resolve of the Mukti Fouj in those early, fraught
weeks before they succumbed to the legions of the west.
Radio Bangladesh continued to broadcast but its claim
grew wilder...”
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Tl REACR, (1@ T Proclamation of Independence uC
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‘Sheikh Mujibur Rahman now faces the crisis he has
always feared/ The making of a martyr’ FRTIIFICT &pr:

What 1 want is emancipation for my people’, the
Sheikh said maintaining the policy. He has hitherto taken,
even in public rallies, of avoiding the mention of independ-
ence, ‘Let us face it - even when the British ruled India they
did not tax us. They reaped the fruits of the land but they did
not impose taxes on us. At the moment we are being treat-
ed by the West Pakistanis as a mere colony and a market
place. We have our rights and these were underlined in the
results of the elections. Only a few days after her election
Mrs. Gandhi was sworn in as Prime Minister. My election
was last year but I am still waiting to be sworn in....’
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