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The Armed forces of Bangladesh took over power in the
‘greater national interest’ under the leadership of the President,
Khondker Mushtaque Ahmed toppling the former president
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman early Friday morning, says BSS.

The former president Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was killed at
his residence during the take - over, it was announced.

Martial Law has been proclaimed and curfew imposed all
over the country untill further order.
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CALCUTTA, Aug. 16 (UNI, PTI): Thirty six hours after yes-
terday’s army coup which ousted the Mujibur Rehman
Government. Bangladesh remained curfew- hound and cut off
from the rest of the world.

President Khondkar Mushtaque Ahmed reviewed the situa-
tion in the country at a meeting of his Cabinet today and
“expressed satisfaction at the overall situation.” Radio
Bangladesh said.

The radio, the only source of information following the hap-
ping of telecommunication links and sealing of the country’s bor-
ders, reported that the curfew was relaxed for three hours from
9.30 a.m to enable the people to buy their ration. According to the
radio. there had been no report of any untoward incidents during
the curfew relaxation.

The body of Sheikh Mujib, who was killed in yesterday’s
coup, was buried with “full honours ** in the family burial around
in Tungipara in Faridpur district this afternoon Radio Bangladesh
reported this evening.

The radio said the body had been taken from Dacca to his
home village.

At the cabinet meeting, which lasted 40 minutes, Mr. Ahmed
asked all the Ministers to look after the departments they hold
charge of under the Mujib Government. All the other portfolius,
including Home affairs, would be held by the president, the radio
reported.

The radio informed its listeners be Pakistan’s recognition of
the new Government. Mr Ahmed expressed his thanks to Pakistan
for according it recognition, the radio said.




I

While reiterating his Government’s determination to
establish friendly and cordial relations with all countries. Mr.
Ahmed said Bangladesh would be in close touch with the 40
nation Islamic Conference.

The radio said people belonging to different walks of life had
halled the leadership of Khondakar Mushtaque Ahmed with the
backing of the army and expressed the hope that the nation would
march towards progress and prosperity.

They said the army’s action was the right step to save the
country from chaos and confusion and ensure the toward march of
the nation.

The Ex-servicemen ‘s Association has expressed its complete
allegiance to the new President and their services at the disposal
on the military command.

Movement of public and private vehicles was strictly
prohibited during the curfew hours through out Bangladesh. The
radio said that only essential services.

The radio continued to broadcast warnings to the people
against violating the curfew.

Indian airlines and Bangladesh Biman cancelled their
seheduled flights between Calcutta and Dacca.

The military backed Government headed by Mr. Khondker
Mushtaque Ahmed assured office and proclaimed martial law in
Bangladesh yesterday after a swift early morning coup in which
President Mujibur Rehman and Prime Minister Mohammed
Mansoor Ali were killed. The Sheikh was killed in his official
residence.

9 RIS YTNE G TP AT T9F FRIAMIG B e |

‘2 nephews Killed” R@RItT aFif*re A =1 =3

Sheikh Mujib’s two nephews are believed to be Sheikh Moni
and Sheikh Shahidul Islam both were politically prominent and
close to the Sheikh.

The Associated Press said that the country had been re-des-
ignated as the Islamic Republic of Bangladesh. It had so far been
known as the people’s Republic of Bangladesh wedded to
secularism, socialism, democracy and nationalism.

Sheikh Moni was editor of Bangladesh Times and Sheikh
Islam secretary of the student from of the Bangladesh Krishak
Shramik Awami Leauge, the sole political party in the country.

The Sheikh had other nephews as well...
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NEW DELHI, Aug. 16 (PTI). The Government of India said
today that India could not remain unaffected by the political
developments in a neighboring Country, “but they are internal
matters of Bangladesh.”

In the first official comment on the developments in
Bangladesh, a spokesman of the Eternal Affairs Ministry said the
Government was “carefully studying” the reports and “watching
the developments™.

The people of India are committed to ‘a vision of
co-operation and friendship’ among the countries of the
sub-continent and the spokesman said that “we shall continue to
strive for the achievement of this ideal.”

He expressed India’s “great shock” over reports of killing of
political leaders and their farnilies.

He said that they were “deeply grieved” by the tragic death
of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman who led the national struggle for
liberation with steadfastness and courage.

“we held him in high esteem in India as one of the
outstanding personalities of our time” he said.

The spokesman’s statement read: The Government of India
are carefully studying reports of recent events in Bangladesh and
watching developments. We cannot remain unaffected by these
political developments in a neighbouring country but they are
internal matters of Bangladesh.

Reports of the killing of political leaders and their families
have come as a great shock. we are deeply grieved by the tragic
death of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman who led the national struggle
for liberation with steadfastness and courage. we held him in high
esteem in India as one the outstanding personalities of our time.

The people of India are committed to a vision of co-operation
and Friendship among the countries of the sub-continent. We shall
continue to strive for the achievement of this ideal.
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NEW DELHI, Aug 16 | India is “Carefully Studying” reports
of events in Bangladesh and “Watching developments™ but an
official spokesman made it clear today that these are considered
“Internal matters of Bangladesh.”

In a statement the spokesman expressed deep grief at “the
tragic death of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman who led the national
struggle for liberation with steadfastness and courage. We held
him in high esteem in India as one of the outstanding
personalities of our times.”

Referring to the situation on the sub-continent as a whole, the
spokesman said India wanted cooperation and friendship among
Government would “continue to strive for the achievement of this
ideal.”

While the Government feels that recent developments are
“Internal matters of Bangladesh”, the spokesman said, “we
cannot remain unaffected by these political developments in a
neighbouring country.”

Meanwhile, Dr. Kamal Hossain, Bangladesh’s Foreign
Minister under Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s Government, did not
arrive here as scheduled from Frankfurt for a two-day visit. The
spokesman denied reports by a foreign news agency that Dr.
Hossain had arrived and been whisked away from the airport.
Nothing was known here about Dr. Hossain’s whereabouts.

The following is the text of the statement of the official
spokesman of the Ministry of External Affairs. “The Government
of India is carefully studying reports of receive events in
Bangladesh and watching developments. We cannot remain
unaffected by these political developments in a neighbouring
country but they are internal matters of Bangladesh.

“Reports of the killing of political leaders and their families
have come as a great shock. We are deeply grieved by the tragic
death of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman who led the national struggle
for liberation with steadfastness and courage. We held him in high
esteem in India as one of the outstanding personalities of our time.

“The People of India are committed to a vision of
cooperation and friendship among the countries to strive for the
achievement in this ideal.”
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S TR 593 WG AedWm@: The West Australian
YT TR FEHG A13q ool @ww2- Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman’s emotional wellcome to Dacca by million Bengalies
marks the beginning of the long and formidable task of creat-
ing a new nation. Bangla Desh has been proclaimed; the
Sheikh’s dream of liberation from Pakistan has been realised.
His challenge now is to make the dream work.....Sheikh
Mujib is the only man with the political authority and populer
support to unite his people into a new nation.
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The New York Times (F1C<:

“Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the charismatic East Bengali
leader who was seized by the discredited Government of presi-
dent Yahya Khan last March 25 at the beginning of the crack-
down that led to East Pakistan’s final secession. Bangladesh
urgently needs Sheikh Mujib’s leadership to unify its people for
urgent tasks of rehabilitation, reconstruction and nation build-
ing. India needs Mujib even more desperately forestall a grow-
ing threat of anarchy and extremeism in this new border state
and to promote conditions that will facilitate the speedy return
of refugees of Bangladesh and the withdrawal of Indian troops.”
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ETT TR “5F AT AN B 7F ~AfFwe arr g fofv
@3 Efes! FEF @R Tga TANFACR ST TR TONS
(TSR SHTFe PN Trar e | fofy @ eptest Jeee: “Sir,
you will see that they want to place the word ‘East Pakistan’
instead of ‘East Bengal’. We have demanded so many times
that you should make Bengal. The word ‘Bengal’ has a histo-
ry, has a tradition of its own. You can change it only after the
people have been consulted. If you want to change it then we
will have to go back to Bengal and ask them whether they
accept it. So far as the question of One-Unit is concerned it
can come in the constitution. Why do you want to be taken up
just now? What about the state language, Bengali? What
about joint electorate? What about autonomy? The people of
East Bengal will be prepared to consider One-unit with all
these things. So, I appeal to my friends on that side to allow
the people to give their verdict in any way, in the form of ref-
erendum or in the form of plebiscite.’
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a3 TR AL FASRS T 2| @ &NH IHAFT
IGO0 4R FEA: @ AN ST PARIT AT T 2T,
TITIIR B AT TR AL TNV G5 ATPHITS
AfSB1 RRETI 2T wete TaARe | AT At AfFBIT Seeicea
QTR | GPene S wi T Refe 2re feeors oyt
TE T THY QM | 9 NER AW TN IR
T I A8 PN ACF elfsiamarie eeima e sah
FE of T Tl | [T IS 7 =Y AT 7R | ... WA
fax&= 5rs @ F21 coirelt FTe A7 @, TR A1 40R, A9 o
A I TSI MGIE G IfEHTT AN Tl QTS |
IFS AGAR Al Wl e R 19 Meae ooy s<ifae
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IHHY R |
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MR SN Aoifiam @ qgen fefy e,
‘My friends have told just now why this inferiority
complex? Sometimes we ponder, why this inferiori-
ty complex on both sides? For seven years East
Pakistan was in a majority and there was that inferi-
ority complex “that we are in a minority and let us
live together as brothers and Pakistan. For this rea-
son accept parity.’
East Pakistan has a population of 56 percent and
West Pakistan has only 44 percent population. With
a view to establishing good relations and to ensure
co-operation and to remove any misunderstanding
created in both the wings by the ruling clique for
Pakistan will feel confident and they will shake off
their inferiority complex and they will be our broth-
ers and they will do justice to the people of East
Pakistan. 1 have referred to this before several
times....
Why in the matter of Services we should have pari-
ty? People of East Bengal claim parity today; we
claim representation according to population, in the
matter of Services. They will not accept it, it was a
promise of the leaders of West Pakistan that parity

not only in representation but, in all respects,
Services, etc. shall be ensured. Now you are going
back on promises, which you made at Muree and
Karachi. We the people of East Pakistan and we the
representatives of East Pakistan claim parity in all
matters. We should be guided in all things on popu-
lation basis. Not only in there matters of representa-
tion, there should be parity in the services-Defense-
everything, we will have parity. We will fight to the
last.’
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‘Ataur Rahman khan, as the chief Minister leading

the administration, strongly believed in the tradition-

al concept of an apolitical bureaucracy functioning

independently of any political pressure to implement

the declared policies of the government without hav-

ing to be accountable to the functionaries of the rul-

ing party. on the other hand, Shiekh Mujibur

Rahman as the party Secretary, aspiring to buld a

strong cadre based party organization and being very

much aware of the near hostile attitude of the

bureaucracy towards his party’s plans and programs,

insisted on the constant vigil by pray workers on the

administrators at different levels and areas of admin-

istration.” (Shymati Gosh, The Awami League, P-

29).
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