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2. The Oxford Spanish Dictionary: Spanish-English, 1994, P- 453
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from about 1960).
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Bangabandhu a Visionary and Charismatic Leader
Hiren Pandit

Bangladesh and Bangabandhu are the same. One cannot be
imagined without the other. Bangabandhu is the main leader or
hero of the liberation war of Bangladesh. The glorious event in
the hundred-year history of the Bengali nation is the 1971 liberation
war. The victory of the liberation war was attained on 16 December
1971 by giving the fresh blood of 3 million martyrs, at the
disgrace of two lakh mothers and sisters and boundless sacrifice.
The heroic Bengalis have attained victory by defeating the
Pakistani aggressors in 23 years of struggle and a nine-month of
armed struggle. Many valiant sons of the soil may have dreamed
of breaking the shackles of the Bengali nation. The dream has
been turned into reality by Bangabandhu, the best son of the soil
for a thousand years, the greatest Bengali of all times and the
great hero of history.

The Father of the Nation, Sheikh Mujib's name will be revered as
long as the Bengali nation survives. History has repeatedly
proved that 'Mujib is for Bangladesh and Bangladesh is for
Mujib," or it can be said that Bangladesh is Bangabandhu and
'‘Bangabandhu is Bangladesh. The famous Bengali Poet Annada
Shankar Roy has rightly said, 'As long as the river Padma,
Meghna, Gauri, Jamuna flow, the glory of Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman will continue.' The birth centenary has been celebrated
all over the world including in Bangladesh. Bangabandhu was
born on 17 March 1920 in the aristocratic Sheikh family at Tungipara
in Gopalganj. He was the third of four daughters and two sons of
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Sheikh Lutfar Rahman and mother Saira Khatun. The affectionate
name given to him by his parents was Khoka.

Bangabandhu’s protesting character was seen as a teenager. His
protestant attitude against injustice, his love for the poor and his
promise to ease their suffering brought him into politics. He got
involved in politics from school. Bangabandhu started his education
at Gimadanga Primary School in 1926. He was admitted to Gopalganj
Public School in 1929 and studied there till 1934. In 1938 he was
admitted to the Gopalganj Mission School. In 1941, he took
participated in the matriculation examination even though he
was sick. His father did not stop him from getting involved in
politics. According to his unfinished autobiography, his father told
him, “Father, | will not object to your engagement in politics, we
are so happy to be fighting for the country, but don't forget to
study. People cannot be without education”.

Immediately after the matriculation examination, young Mujib
went to Kolkata. The major changes in his political life began
when he was a student at Islamia College, Kolkata. He became
active in the Pakistan movement and came in contact with
leaders like Hussain Shaheed Suhrawardy and Abul Hashim.
When the state of Pakistan was formed in 1947, Sheikh Mujib
also moved to Dhaka. He formed Chhatra League in 1948 with
new political philosophy. In 1949 he was elected joint secretary
of the newly formed East Pakistan Awami Muslim League. Sheikh
Mujib's political activities began with his participation in the
movement to make Bangla one of the state languages. He
became the undisputed leader of the Bengalis through the great
language movement of 1947 to 1952, the anti-military movement
of 1958, the education movement of 1962 and the historic
six-point movement of 1966.
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During the mass uprising of 1969, the students were given the
title of 'Bangabandhu'. In the election of 1970, the Bengalis
expressed their unwavering support for Bangabandhu's six-point.
But the Pakistani ruling class did not hand over power to the
Awami League and started a politics of conspiracy against the
Bengalis. Bangabandhu in his historic speech on 7 March 1971
called for independence. On 26 March, Bangabandhu declared
independence when the Pakistani forces started a planned
genocide. Responding to his call, the people of the country fought
for almost nine months and achieved an independent sovereign
Bangladesh.

The happiest day for the people of Bangladesh is the birthday of
Bangabandhu. He was the best person to be in the thousand-year
history of the soil. If he had not been born, independent
Bangladesh would not have been born. Bangabandhu will live
forever among those who believe in Bangladesh hold the
ideology and spirit of the liberation war.

The six-point movement and Bangabandhu

The six-point demand in the history of our national liberation war
has played a very significant role. On 7 June 1966, the nation's
charter of independence was stained with the blood of martyrs.
Later, at the beginning of the mass movement of 1969, with the
mandate of the people in the historic election of 1970 under the
leadership of Bangabandhu, we attained independence in
exchange for a sea of blood and the liberation war of 1971.
Flowing deep in his heart was the independence of Bangladesh.
He had no other thoughts outside of freedom. He led the way in
liberating Bangladesh from the shackles of subjugation by
enduring imprisonment, oppression and torture.
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The people of Bangladesh went on a general strike on June 7,
1966, led by the Awami League to demand independence and
the release of all political prisoners including Bangabandhu
against the Pakistani ruling party. The dictator of Pakistan, General
Ayub Khan wanted to enslave the Bengali nation. Bangabandhu
proposed to include in the agenda of the Convention of the
Opposition Parties held in Lahore on 5 February 1966, raising the
six-point for the liberation of Bengalis. Chowdhury Mohammad
Ali, the chairman of the meeting, refused to discuss the six-point.
Bangabandhu returned to the country on 11 February and gave
details at a press conference at Dhaka Airport. At the meeting of
the working committee of the Awami League on 20 February, The
six-point was adopted as a party program. The six-point became
so popular that this booklet was carefully preserved in every

house in Bangladesh.

The dictator General Ayub termed the giving of the six-point as a
crime and called Bangabandhu a 'Separatist' and arrested and
tortured the Awami League under the National Defense Act.
Protest Day was observed in the entire area on May 13 at the call
of the Awami League. The public support for the six-point was
expressed in the public meeting on the day of the protest. When
the newly elected general secretary of the party, Tajuddin
Ahmed, was arrested, the organizing secretary Mizan Chowdhury
took over as the acting general secretary. During the strike on
June 7, 1966, the agitated people of Bangladesh demanded
independence and the release of all political prisoners including
Bangabandhu. June 7, 1966, was the starting point of the foundation

of our freedom consciousness laid on this day.
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The six-point demand raised by Bangabandhu is not a 'certificate
of liberation' and a 'demand for survival' of Bengalis; rather, it is
the foundation of Bangladesh's independence. In the context of
June 7, that is, the six-point day the aspect of abandonment,
struggle and protest of the Bengali nation came to the fore. On
this day, the Bengali nation has given its life to the movement for
the realization of the six-point demand, the highway has been
stained with blood, more than 600 people have been arrested
and countless people have been prosecuted. After demanding
six-point, Bangabandhu did not remain the leader of the Awami
League or any other party only rather, he became the sole leader
of our Bengalis. From then onwards, the right of Bengalis to
self-rule and the independence movement, post-independence
politics and politics, all revolved around one person and that was

Bangabandhu. He was no longer just a person; became an institution.

Charismatic Leadership of Bangabandhu and our Independence
Bangabandhu is the charismatic leader of Bangladesh, because of
his visionary leadership. He realized at the beginning of March
1971 that war against the Pakistanis was inevitable. Therefore, on
March 7, 1971, he instructed the people of Bangladesh to
prepare to plunge into the war of liberation. He said, "This time
the struggle is for our freedom, this time the struggle is for our
independence." In this speech, the picture of the killing, oppression
and torture of the Pakistanis towards Bengalis became clean. In
the face of the enemy, he instructed the Bengali nation, 'Be ready
with whatever you have.' Inspired by this hypnotic speech of the
Father of the Nation, the Bengali nation started taking preparation

for starting a liberation war with weapons.
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The historic inspiring speech of only 19 minutes on March 7 was
like an earth-shaking thunderbolt containing a thousand years of
passion, a thousand years of the dream, a reflection of a thousand
years of aspiration all converging into a firm promise to liberate
Bengalis. Bangabandhu uttered in a radiant voice, 'Since we have
sacrificed blood, we will sacrifice more blood, we will set the
people of this country free, Inshaallah.' It was this historic speech
under the leadership and direction of Bangabandhu that inspired
the freedom-loving Bengali nation to plunge into the armed
struggle of the great liberation war against the occupying
Pakistani force and it was through this speech that the future
destiny of the Bengalis became clear.

Bangabandhu gave the speech in a very symbolic style. On the
one hand, he told the freedom fighters to be ready for a long
struggle, on the other hand, he showed the thumbs up to the
Pakistani rulers. Bangabandhu was not only a wise politician, he
was a world-class diplomat. In his speech on March 7, he
expressed everything like a diplomat. He mentioned the last 23
years as a history of deprivation. He spoke about the language
movement, the elections of 1954, the military rule of 1956, the
six-point of 1966, the mass-uprising of 1969, the elections of
1970 and the deprivation of Bengalis in Pakistan at that time. The
entire speech was unwritten.

Many people say Bangabandhu was absent in our liberation war.
But he was held as a prisoner in Pakistan. The liberation war of
Bangladesh was a war of expulsion of foreign aggressors and
enemies from the country led by the elected representative
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. He prepared the people of the country
in spirit, inspired their desire for Bangladesh and gave them the
courage to fight.
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After the declaration of independence on March 26, 1971, it took
us nine-month to drive out those enemies. December 16 is our
Victory Day because we were able to drive them out.

The declaration of independence by Bangabandhu as the leader
of Bangladesh on 26 March is the basis of the Independence of
Bangladesh. The full constitution of Bangladesh was written
based on this declaration. So, the nine-month war that took
place in Bangladesh in 1971 was a war to liberate our
independent country from the occupying forces. All the people of
the country fought this war voluntarily.

Bangabandhu declared independence on 26 March as the elected
leader of the people of Bangladesh after the start of the genocide
by the Pakistani forces on Bangladesh. He called on the people to
fight against the aggressors. The people of the country accepted
the declaration of Independence and his leadership as valid. A
government was formed in Mujibnagar, Kushtia after the declare
independent.

Bangabandhu was appointed as the head of that government
President and Syed Nazrul Islam as the Vice President. The legitimate
government then got the right to make decisions regarding the
country. The independent state which was declared on March 26,
started its journey on April 10, 1971. Members of its constitution
took oath on 18 April and the legitimate government of Bangladesh
came into force.

Two things were urgent for this government to receives formal
recognition. One is that the members of this government must
prove that they are not separatists and the state is being run by
elected representatives.
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When it comes to recognizing another democratic new state for a
democratic state, the first thing to look at is whether those who
claim to have formed a new state are separatists. If they do not
prove to be separatists, then they meet around 60 percent of the

conditions for recognition.

If Bangabandhu had tried to save his own life and fled in this war
to drive out the Pakistani aggressors in Bangladesh, or had gone
underground and tried to run the war like the communist
revolutionaries, the military ruler of Pakistan would have had
ample opportunity to prove him as a separatist. The country was
occupied and Bangabandhu declared independence from his
residence. He called on his people to resist the aggressors and

called on the world to recognize the new state.

This declaration of independence and seeking recognition was
made public as an elected leader. So, when the Pakistani army
arrested Bangabandhu, they arrested the elected head of
government of an independent country. Bangabandhu proved
that he or his party was not a separatist group. In other words,
with Bangabandhu being publicly arrested in this way, he alone
achieved 60 percent of the condition for recognition. This
country had to achieve freedom after the declaration of
independence. Bangabandhu proved to the world that he and his
party are not separatists, they are fighting for liberation from the
aggressors of their land.

Just as he won 60 percent of the condition for recognition by
going to jail in Pakistan. The democratic world was forced to
acknowledge that the Pakistani military has no right to arrest an
elected leader.
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However, the American President backed Pakistan, he repeatedly

obstructed his Senate from supporting Bangladesh.

But the international community had to accept that only Sheikh
Mujib has the right to decide about his country. Not the Pakistani

military authorities.

Just as any liberation war and war for independence was won
through the sacrifices of the people of the country, so the
freedom-loving people of the whole world stand as comrades.
The captive independent head of state Bangabandhu gave the
freedom-loving people of the whole world the right to stand for
Bangladesh that day. Prisoner Bangabandhu defeated Yahya Khan
in the diplomacy of the people that day. The government through
constitutional politics, the Pakistani authorities lost to Bangabandhu's
diplomacy in the battle to resist the aggressors by armed means.
Bangabandhu became the winner, transformed from Bangabandhu
to Father of the Nation. The people who say that Bangabandhu
was absent in the war of liberation are great false.

However, without the support of India, Russia and the support of
the world had made it possible to attain independence in the
nine-month war. As the leader of the winning party in the 1970
elections, only Bangabandhu had the right to declare independence
end he did it on 26th March.

Bangabandhu's Initiatives to Build War-torn Bangladesh

Bangabandhu was released from the prison in Pakistan on 8 January
1972 and left for London on 9 January. Bangabandhu made a
short break in Delhi and left for Dhaka on the morning of January
10. The plane touched down at Tejgaon Airport at 3 pm. From
there, it took Bangabandhu two and a half hours to reach the
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Historic Racecourse ground through the love and affection of
millions of Bengalis. Bangabandhu reached home at 7:00 pm out
of millions of people on the Racecourse. After such a long
journey, long formality, public meeting, exchange of emotions
and tears, on 11 January, Bangabandhu started running the country
without a moment's delay, ignoring all the fatigue and emotions.
Bangabandhu met twice with the Cabinet, on the same day and
many important decisions were taken, including the drafting of
the Constitution.

The Constitution upheld that the basis of the political and
economic system of Bangladesh will be Bengali nationalism,
democracy, socialism and secularism. The election manifesto of
1970 stated that socialist development and change should be
brought into the economy of the country. Economists explained
that it was the way to develop the country's economy through
poverty alleviation and inequality elimination and planned
development measures. It was on this basis of the budget of the
finance minister Tajuddin Ahmed for 1972-73 was formulated,
which reflected the principles of the constitution. Some of the
medium and long-term goals of Bangabandhu's economic philosophy
were to achieve self-reliance, maximize the use of the country's
internal resources, receive and use foreign aid, which should be

unconditional and gradually reduce dependency on foreign aid.

The thoughts, ideas and instructions of Bangabandhu for the
overall development of the country are described in the constitution.
Development of local government institutions, participation of

women in national life.
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On 12 January Bangabandhu took over as Prime Minister under
the Provisional Constitution and formed a new Cabinet. Since
Bangabandhu's historic speech on March 7, the whole country,
including all government and non-government organizations in
then East Pakistan, has been following Bangabandhu's orders.

Bangabandhu started rebuilding the war-torn country inspite of
various economic and other challenges. Bangabandhu returned
to newly independent Bangladesh and saw that there was no
food in the granaries, no crops in the fields and no reserves in the
Central Bank. The Banks were not functional. Roads and railways
are cut off and seaports were destroyed. Schools and colleges
were abandoned. The Pakistani aggressors destroyed everything

possible, knowing that defeat was certain.

First of all, Bangabandhu emphasized maintaining the
non-aligned position and gaining the recognition of most of the
countries in the world as soon as possible and gaining membership
in various international organizations. Bangabandhu aimed to
make Bangladesh stand first in the international arena. In just
three and a half years of his rule, the Father of the Nation
attained the recognition of 121 countries and membership in 36

international organizations, including the United Nations.

During the nine-month of the liberation war, the transport system
was almost destroyed. As a result, the post-liberation economy
had almost stopped the import and distribution of food grains,
raw materials used in industry, agricultural products and daily
necessities. In such a situation, Bangabandhu took the initiative
to rebuild all kinds of facilities in the port, developing shipping

and other areas with utmost importance in the reconstruction
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work and giving importance to the commencement of civil
aviation. The power system was also severely damaged in the
war of liberation. Bangabandhu emphasized re-establishing the
power system through the construction of transmission and
distribution lines in a short time.

For most subsidized food production, he set a goal to introduce
new mechanical methods of cultivation. To increase agricultural
production, farmers were provided with fertilizers, medicines
and high-quality seeds.

Bangabandhu emphasized family planning. A pilot population
control program was started in 12 areas across the country. The
economic growth rate of Bangladesh was 7.8 percent at the time
of Bangabandhu in 1975. He developed strategies to develop the
population into educated and skilled human resources. He
formed the National Education Commission. Nationalized schools
and colleges. He formed the University Grants Commission for
Higher Education. He had said, we have to give importance to
education and health. We need to build medical colleges and
medical universities. Emphasis should be placed on technical
education. He started building houses for the people affected by
the liberation war. He did not want even a single person in his
country to be homeless. So, he focused on housing, rehabilitation
and reconstruction.

In just three and a half years, Bangladesh obtained a strong
policy, plan and infrastructure in all areas including health care
and medicine. Three consecutive crop production was affected
and there was a food shortage in the country. Many food aids

were available from India and other developed countries.
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The UN Secretary-General called for 1 million tons of aid, food aid
to the affected people and repatriated people through grants
from the Japanese government and some barter agreements and
rationing at various levels. Bangladesh became a member of two
organizations in August 1972. The foreign exchange and gold
needed in this regard were donated by Canada and Sweden.
Earlier, the Indian government set aside some foreign currency as

loans.

Reconstruction and reconstruction-related work were described
in the budget of 1972-73. Many friendly countries helped
Bangabandhu in this reconstruction, which did not need to be
paid for. These donors included India, the Soviet Union (Russia),
the United Kingdom, Canada, Japan, Germany, Sweden, Denmark
and the Netherlands. Bangabandhu's goal was to achieve self-
sufficiency in food production as soon as possible. Besides, in the
budget of 1972-73, importance was given to the education sector
after rehabilitation. The aim of Bangabandhu's thought and effort
to build the economic structure of the state was to alleviate the
suffering of the poor people of Bangladesh and to provide food,

clothing, education, health and employment to all.

In the Golden Jubilee of Bangladesh's independence, Bangladesh
has achieved great success. Bangabandhu planted the seeds of
Digital Bangladesh. He made Bangladesh a member of the
International Telecommunication Union (ITU) in 1973. On 14 June
1975, he inaugurated the Satellite Earth Center at Betbunia,
Rangamati. In 1996 when the people's leader Sheikh Hasina took
charge as the Prime Minister for the first time, she introduced the
idea of Digital Bangladesh to her son and IT Advisor Sajeeb Wazed Joy.



08 | QIS ety EAFGHES Sriefer

Bangabandhu tried to build friendly relations with other states,
the principle of coexistence in peace. Other states extended a
helping hand to Bangladesh. In the planning of the
country- democracy, human rights, principles of ownership, state
ownership, cooperative ownership, private ownership and the
emancipation of farmers and workers issues were included.
Bangabandhu tried to ensure the basic needs of the people, like
food, clothing, shelter, education and health. He emphasized
social security, rural development, and agricultural development.
He restructured the education system in line with the needs of
society introduced free and compulsory education and other

effective measures to eradicate illiteracy from society.

Bangabandhu adopted a comprehensive plan to utilize the
freedom fighters. He took special measures for the organization
of the police force, militia and reserve forces in Bangladesh. He
gave State Status to the freedom fighters and took measures for
the treatment and rehabilitation of the war-wounded freedom
fighters. Apart from this, he was employed in various jobs in the
country according to their qualifications.

Restoring the ceiling of land ownership was a historic step
towards establishing justice in the social sense by bridging down
the gap between the rich and the poor. The Bangabandhu
government initially recruited 500 doctors in the villages as a step
towards eliminating the existing disparities between urban and
rural life. The adoption of the Thana Health Project is still
recognized as an important step in the world to delivering health

services at the grassroots level.
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On 19 February 1974, Bangabandhu, in line with the national
aspirations, formed the Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy to
facilitate art and culture in Bangladesh and enrich it by preserving
the thousand-year-old culture and heritage of Bengalis. Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy is the only national institution for the
development of art and culture in Bangladesh. To ensure good
governance, in his speech on 17 January 1974, Bangabandhu
declared war on corruption. He said, the future of the nation
would be darkened if effective resistance against corruption
could not be built. Describing the corrupt, bribe-takers, smugglers,
collectors, black marketeers and over-profiteers as enemies of
the society and the state, Bangabandhu said that if the national
life could not be cleansed by punishing them, the two eras of

Awami League would be abandoned.

Bangabandhu's Vision of Youth Development

Bangabandhu had many ideas about youth society. He wanted
the youth to grow up as ideal people. By an ideal man, he means
a person who will possess advanced human qualities and will be
followed by others. That is, everything that is socially good, best,

decent and beneficial will be in the youth.

To be an ideal human being, the youth must be honest, devoted,
hardworking, kind, compassionate, empathetic, unselfish and
courageous. Bangabandhu himself was an idealistic man and an
idealistic and exemplary leader. The liberation of the exploited,
oppressed and downtrodden people of Bangladesh was the main
goal and ideal of his life. He has struggled all his life to achieve

that goal. He has been repeatedly imprisoned and tortured while
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talking about the rights of the people of Bangladesh. Prison
torture became a regular chapter in his life. Bangabandhu's
wanted nothing for his personal life. Bangabandhu's thoughts,
views, dreams and deeds were all for the welfare of the people of
this country, the welfare of the people, for the liberation of the
motherland. Bangabandhu's ideal in politics was to sacrifice for
the people not to lead a happy life. Bangabandhu used to give
the highest place to principles and ideals in politics. The aim of
his politics was not merely to go to power, it was to achieve the
rights of the Bengalis or to achieve national liberation. He
believed that the youth should be strong in this power.

Bangabandhu has given importance to education to build the
youth properly. Bangabandhu wanted a people-oriented,
science-based and technical education system. He urged the
youth to study as well as perform various duties. Addressing the
youth on August 19, 1973, he said, "Fathers’ (the students and
youths) continue your study attentively and learn something
from your study." No matter how much you chant slogans
(Jindabad and murdabad), there is no benefit if you do not learn
your lessons properly and do not read books attentively you
could not be educated. The rest of the time help your parents
after your study. Don't be ashamed to take the helm with your
father in agricultural and other works because you are learning
to wear pants (modern dress). Look at the world. He advised the
youths in the villages, to plant some eggplant saplings next to the
houses, plant capsicum saplings, plant gourd saplings and plant
coconut saplings. He advised the youths to help their parents a
little. He believed that there is no benefit in just passing a Bachelor
of Arts (BA), or Master of Arts (MA). We have to work for the
welfare of the people of the country”.
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In his speech on the founding anniversary of the Chhatra League
in 1972, he said, "The people of Bangladesh, especially the young
community, need to know our history." A boy in Bangladesh who
does not know the traditions of his past descendants cannot be a

true Bengali.'

Media-Friendly Bangabandhu

As a young leader, Sheikh Mujib became popular. From this time
his journey to the newspaper office began. Bangabandhu was a
media friend since then. The location of the journalist and
newspaper office was close to his residence. He believes that the
role of media in all the movements and struggles of Bangladesh
and the great liberation war was unforgettable. The great leader
appreciated the role of newspapers and electronic media during
the liberation as well as the contribution of the media in the
language movement, the outstanding contribution of the media
in presenting the six-point demand as demand for the survival of

the people of Bangladesh.

The role of media in all the movements, struggles of Bangladesh
and the great liberation war was infinite. The great leader
appreciated the role of the newspapers and electronic media
during the liberation war as mass media and not just news media.
Throughout his life, Bangabandhu spoke of freedom of
expression. Talking about the importance of media, Bangabandhu
mentioned in his memories, "My father used to keep a newspaper;
Anandabazar, Basumati, Azad, Masik Mohammadi and Saugat”.
He then spoke about the media politics of Bangladesh at that
time and the history of the steps taken by the leaders of media for

the welfare of the people at that time.
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When the Awami Muslim League was established in 1949, the
weekly Ittefaq was published as the spokes-paper of the party.
Maulana Bhasani was the editor, Yar Mohammad Khan was the
publisher but Tofazzal Hossain (Manik Miah) was in charge of
running the magazine. Huseyn Shaheed Suhrawardy used to
finance the newspaper. Sheikh Mujib along with party workers

also sold this magazine in Dhaka.

Tofazzal Hossain had a deep relationship with Sheikh Mujib.
Sheikh Mujib was first involved with Suhrawardy while working
for the daily Ittefag where he had been given the responsibility of
administration and control of the newspaper. When Sheikh
Mujib raised his historic six-point demand in 1966, the Daily
Ittefaq shattered the power of the Pakistani General Ayub Khan
by building public opinion against him.

During the election of 1970 and the non-cooperation movement
of 1971, the dailies also played a responsible role. They published
all the decisions, instructions, statements and speeches of Sheikh
Mujib in large fonts typed on the first page with pictures. It is said
that the newspapers have made an important contribution to
motivating the people and building the public mind. They had
given full support to the leadership of Bangabandhu.

Bangabandhu and Secularism

From the 'Unfinished Autobiography', we came to know that
Islam was Bangabandhu's favorite religion as a child of a Muslim
family. But he also had respect for all other religions. He never
faced any controversy on the way to becoming a true Bengali and

a Muslim. The constitution will include a guarantee to protect
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the sanctity of religious institutions with adequate arrangements
for the expansion of religious education at all levels. Minorities
will enjoy full equal rights in the eyes of the law. The rights of
minorities in the practice and propagation of their religion, the
establishment, operation of religious institutions and the
religious education of adherents of their respective religions will
be constitutionally protected. No person from a minority com-
munity will be forced to pay duties for propagating any religion
other than his own. No person shall be compelled to take any
religious instruction or to participate in any religious worship or
ceremony unless he is associated with his religion. This idea of
religious tolerance is one of the fundamental pillars of Bangab-
andhu and Awami League.

15-August: A Shameful & Black Chapter in the History of
Bangladesh

The most disgraceful tragedy in the history of Bangladesh was the
cruelest assassination of Bangabandhu, architect of Bangladesh
and father of the nation. Bangabandhu struggled throughout his
life for the country and its people. He united the people to throw
out the restraints of Pakistani oppression and led them towards
independence.

The assassination of Bangabandhu and his family on August 15 is
one of the most heinous, barbaric and brutal killings in the
history of world human civilization. It wasn’t just murder. There
was also a conspiracy to silence forever the progress of a newly
independent nation. A promising politician who had dedicated
his whole life to serving his nation was killed so brutally that the
people of our country are still weeping. After the assassination of
Bangabandhu, the four principles of the war of liberation,
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secularism, Bengali nationalism, democracy and socialism were
violated. The occupiers of state power trampled the spirit and
values of independence and took Bangladesh in the opposite
direction.

The steps taken by Bangabandhu for the economic liberation of
the nation were stopped. The politics of military coups, counter-coups,
assassinations and conspiracies began in the country. One
military dictatorship after another began to make the change. At
the same time, under the umbrella of military dictators, defeated
anti-independence groups, extremist communal and fundamentalist

militant groups emerged in the country.

Bangabandhu’s Brutal Assassination Stigmatized the Nation
Bangabandhu knew there was a conspiracy against him. The
people of the country are conspiring to assassinate him. It seems
Bangabandhu could not have imagined. The Prime Minister of
India, Indira Gandhi in the Commonwealth Summit in Jamaica,
stood up where Bangabandhu was sitting and said, ‘Sheikh
Saheb, we have alarming news. There is a conspiracy against you.
'In reply, Bangabandhu said,’ Madam Indira, don't worry. No
Bengali will touch me. If they do, | will go to the village with the
sheet (chador) around my neck. Sheikh Mujib is not the one to

hold on to power.'

Bangabandhu never paid attention to the matter despite learning
that there was a threat to life. He never imagined that the people
of Bangladesh could kill him, despite repeated warnings from
various individuals and organizations. The intolerant political
environment provided the logistics for Bangabandhu's assassination.

The emergence of opposition political forces in the newly
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independent country, the secret united forces of the defeated
forces of 1971, the secret armed groups of the far-left parties on
one side, the formation of squads, police stations, bank robberies,
murders, robberies on the other side confused the people. The
conspirators took advantage of this opportunity. The killers met
the target. At the end of the successful mission, Bangladesh was

taken back to a fundamentalist ideology.

Experts believe that the emerging leftist forces between 1972
and 1975 were largely responsible for creating the conditions for
Bangabandhu’s assassination. An ideological impasse arose over
the management of the newly independent country. Awami
League leaders considered democracy as their first choice.

The brutal assassination of Bangabandhu was the first direct
military intervention in the civil administration-centric politics of
Bangladesh. The assassination is considered an ideological
turning point in Bangladesh. Analysts agree it was not a mere
murder, but with a political motive behind it. The verdict in the
murder case also mentions the political conspiracy in brief. However,
the political motive behind the brutal assassination and its
involvement with the politicians of the time remained unclear

even after the trial.

According to researchers, Mujib's assassination has two
dimensions. One is domestic politics and the other is international.
None of this came up in the trial. Bangabandhu's assassination
has been tried in the same way as ten other murders under the
country's customary law. Regarding the background of Bangabandhu's
brutal assassination, the murderers wanted to kill the soul of the
state by killing Bangabandhu, killing nationalism,
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non-communal, democratic, exploitation-free Bangladesh. It
undermines the four principles of the state through the military
rule. Bangabandhu's murder has been tried. However, the

conspiracy did not come up in the trial.

By assassinating Bangabandhu on 15 August, the brave Bengalis
introduced themselves to the world as a cowardly-suicidal nation
and a traitor. By assassinating Bangabandhu, the enemies of the
Bengali nation have shown their suicidal character to the people
of the world. By killing Bangabandhu, the spirit of freedom was
forgotten. For a long time, it seemed that there was no real
existence in Bangladesh without Bangabandhu. However, it can
be said that if the Bengali nation is the name of consciousness,
the name of a dream, the name of history of creation, the name
of aspiration, the name of struggle and the name of success-then
its embodiment is Bangabandhu. He is the great hero of history.
Bangabandhu will remain immortal in the heart of Bengalis forever.
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina recently said the perpetrators
behind the conspiracy of the assassination of Bangabandhu
would be unmasked one day. Sheikh Hasina also renewed her
vow to materialize Bangabandhu’s unfinished dream of building

hunger and poverty-free Bangladesh.

Glowing tribute paid to Bangabandhu by World Leaders
World leaders paid glowing tributes to Bangabandhu on the
occasion of his 100-birth anniversary and the golden jubilee of
independence. Bangladesh organized the 10 days official
celebrations of the Birth Centenary of Bangabandhu and 50 years
of the independence of the country.
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On Bangabandhu's birthday on March 17, Chinese President Xi
Jinping recalled Bangabandhu's visits to China in 1952 and 1956
and his friendship with older Chinese leaders, including Chairman
Mao Zedong and Chou En-Lai. President Xi Jinping lauded the
unprecedented development and success of Bangladesh under
the leadership of Sheikh Hasina. He called for taking the strategic
partnership of China-Bangladesh cooperation to new heights
under the 'Belt and Road' policy.

Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga extended heartfelt
congratulations on the birth centenary of Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu and the golden jubilee of independence. He
mentioned that Japan was one of the first countries to recognize
Bangladesh's independence as a nation 50 years ago under the
indomitable leadership of Bangabandhu. The Japanese Prime
Minister recalled the historic occasion of welcoming Bangabandhu
to Japan and mentioned Bangabandhu's conversation with the
local people while visiting the paddy fields and crop fields of
Japan. He highlighted the flags of Japan and Bangladesh and the
similarities between the two countries' vast paddy fields. Besides,
Japanese Prime Minister Suga has emphasized establishing stability
and peace in the region by continuing assistance in various
projects including trade and infrastructure development.

The Prime Minister of the United Kingdom Boris Johnson
remarked that the friendship between the two countries was
forged through the visit of Bangabandhu at 10 Downing Street on
March 26, 1972. On the same day.

Russian President Vladimir Putin described Bangladesh's architect

Bangabandhu as an extraordinary leader and highlighted the
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historic relationship between the two countries and stressed the
need for constructive cooperation for regional stability and security.
On the other hand, in a congratulatory message, US President Joe
Biden described Bangladesh as an example of generosity, humanity
and human rights in terms of economic progress and sheltering a

large number of Rohingya refugees.

Bangabandhu have been uttered with deep reverence in the
voices of the leaders of South Asia. That is why the distinguished
guests - Prime Minister of India, Narendra Modi, President of
Nepal, Bidya Devi Bhandari, Prime Minister of Bhutan, Lotte
Shering, Prime Minister of Sri Lanka Mahinda Rajapaksa, and
President of the Maldives lbrahim Mohammed Salih. Have given
an unprecedented response to the invitation of Bangabandhu's
daughter Sheikh Hasina, inspite of Covid 19 risks.

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi paid homage to the mausoleum
of the Father of the Nation at Tungipara, Narendra Modi wrote-
‘The struggle of the people of Bangladesh for rights, their own

culture and identity is a reflection of Bangabandhu'’s life.

OIC Secretary-General, Yusuf Al Othaimeen recalled his membership
of the OIC in Bangladesh under Bangabandhu in 1974. UN
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres pledged to stand by Bangladesh,
praising social development, disaster response, participation in
peacekeeping missions, and sheltering millions of refugees from

Myanmar.

Mujib Chirantan is a brilliant manifestation of Sheikh Hasina's

strong leadership, extraordinary intelligence, acquired experience,
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strong personality, and wisdom. This initiative is a unique
achievement of Bangabandhu's daughter Sheikh Hasina in the

national and international arena.

Wrieter: Hiren Pandit, Research Fellow and Program Coordinator,
Bangladesh NGOs Network for Radio and Communication (BNNRC)
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Human Communication Network Analysis for Effective
COVID-19 Message Dissemination: Rural Area Perspective
in Bangladesh

Dr. Jillur Rahaman Paul

1. Introduction

Human communication is generally a process by which people can
share information, ideas, opinion and transmit messages to other
people who participate into the process. Human communication
can be effective more when people understand messages and
information fully and get mutual benefits and persuade each
other. The more the persuasion occurs, the more the mutual
understanding is created. Kincaid (1979) explained this type of
communication through his ‘convergence model. Messages or
information in communication reduces uncertainty, fears, anxiety
and simultaneously builds confidence, consciousness, networks
and finally relationships. In every society, human communication
has some structures which are very much related to disseminate
effective messages to create awareness, minimize losses and
damages at any emergency situation. COVID-19 is a pandemicin all
over the world including Bangladesh. It is observed that in
Bangladesh COVID-19 health communication has partially failed to
create mass awareness to follow health guidelines, either in rural
or urban settings. But maintaining health guidelines is the best
solution to fight against COVID-19 pandemic. This requires high
motivation, consciousness among the general masses of the country.
To disseminate effective COVID-19 messages, human communication
network analysis is essential through the communication
structure or pattern can be identified and suitable communication
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strategy should be adopted for fighting against the pandemic.
The study has investigated in details the situation of COVID-19
message dissemination process, causes of failures and
communication network analysis for effective message
dissemination.

2. Background of the Study

Communication changes behavior through disseminating
messages and information. In any public health management
programme, health communication plays a vital role in creating
awareness, doing advocacy and adopting best and rationale
practices among the general people of the country. Different types
of communication media, Including mass and social media work,
is required to accelerate campaigning to control diseases and
pandemic situations. Now, The world has been experiencing a
very furious pandemic like COVID-19. In Bangladesh, Institute of
Epidemiology, Disease Control and Research (IEDCR) reported the
first three cases of COVID-19 virus positive on 8 March 2020
(IEDCR, 2020). Till then, the reported cases and deaths have been
increasing in huge numbers. A number of initiatives-such as
isolation, social distancing, quarantine, lockdown, wearing mask,
campaigning, advertising etc. have been taken and trying to
administer country-wide. In the last one and half years, people of
the country have been going with these experiences. The success
of almost all these activities and initiatives largely depends on
effective health communication strategy and action. But it is
observed that COVID-19 communication was not performed
successfully because both in urban and rural areas COVID-19 health
guidelines have been disregardedby the general people. Especially
in rural areas, COVID-19 health guidelines were severely ignored.
Rather it is found that some superstitions, disbeliefs, unscientific
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understanding etc. regarding COVID-19 prevailed in rural areas. It
indicates that COVID-19 messages and information were not
organised as effectively as needed. There was a lack of
comprehensive communication strategy for effective campaign
to control the pandemic. In a report in BBC on 3 July 2020 it was
guestioned that although messages and video contents were
created for the urban people, there is doubt about the
effectiveness of these contents towards the rural people (BBC,
2020). Differences exist between urban and rural communication
networks and structures. If it could not be considered, the
messages would not work as projected. This might have
happened for COVID-19 message dissemination process. This

needs to be investigated and duly analyzed.

3. Definition of the Key Terms

3.1 Human Communication

Communication is defined as the conveyance of messages,
information, feelings, understanding etc. to the receiver. It has
been defined from many aspects by the scholars around the
globe. For instance, David K. Berlo (1960) defined human
communication as a process by which a source intentionally
changes the behavior of a receiver. It is a liner type of model. In
this study, human communication has been defined as
convergence in nature by Kincaid (1979) where communication is
occurred as a process of convergence in which information is
shared by members in order to get a mutual understanding. This
convergence of communication is very important to be effective

in sending COVID-19 message to the people.
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3.2 Human Communication Network Analysis

It is a set of techniques used to describe the relations among
individuals or other units such as organizations, states, or nations
(Valente: 2012).Moreover, it is a research method to identify the
communication patter or structure in a system, or other word
within a society, organization etc. (Rogers and Kincaid, 1981: xi).
Networks are most often used to represent who knows whom or
who talks to whom within a community or organization and in
some cases how these relations are built and maintained
(Valente, 2012). In this study, human communication network
analysis is defined as what types of communication structures
exit in the rural areas of Bangladesh and enquiry of how it is
important to disseminate effective COVID-19 message to the

general masses of the country.

3.3 COVID-19 Message

Message is the heart of human communication. It is a product of
participants participating in a communication process.McQuail
(1975) mentioned to consider it as the sending from one person
to another of meaningful message. If a message properly
communicates with its receiver, the purpose of communication is
achieved. Having message effectively, people could change
behavior and act accordingly. COVID-19 message is defined as all
the communication notes created for and given by the concerned
authority to motivate people to control COVID-19 pandemic
through different media including mass and social media.

4. Conceptual Framework

The conceptual framework of the study has been developed on
the basis of Kincaid’s (1975) ‘convergence model of communication’
where human communication is considered as a process
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rather than an incident. People do their communication for the
goal of mutual understanding. In this process the participants
involved themselves in continuous interpretation and response.
Until getting understanding and exploring the meaning of
messages, the recipient would not work out accordingly. For
example, COVID-19 messages in many cases were unclear,
ambiguous and unattractive particularly for rural areas of
Bangladesh due to having low level of socio-economic and cultural
conditions. Without selecting the proper communication media
and analyzing communication structure in rural society, any
public health message would not be effective. Other issues
relating to it need to be considered. So in convergence mood of
communication, both sender and receiver must be active. The
new pandemic like COVID-19 creates some cross-cultural
phenomena like social distancing, health guideline, mask,
quarantine, lockdown, isolation etc. which are considered as
completely unknown in the rural areas of Bangladesh. To be
motivated and aware, communication of mutual understanding
could be the best solution and considering it communication
strategy for COVID-19 message dissemination would be worked

out.

5. Objective of the Study
The objective of the study was

(i)  toanalyze critically the situation of COVID-19 message
dissemination process,

(ii) identify the causes of failures to effective message
distribution,

(iii) investigate communication structures in rural settings and

(iv) propose a communication strategy for effective COVID-19
message delivery especially for the rural areas of Bangladesh.
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6. Review of Literature

In any pandemic outbreak, message and information are very
crucial since it creates panic, uncertainty, misinterpretation,
superstitions, anxiety, economic shocks etc. In response,
COVID-19, several government and non-government organizations
have been providing various types of messages and information
through print and electronic media. Shahaduzzamanet. al. (2020)
in a study analyzed how COVID-19 related information was being
received, interpreted and enacted within everyday life of the
recipients. This was a rapid anthropological study. The study
revealed the people were confused about some certain words
and phrases like ‘stay at home’, ‘social distancing’, ‘quarantine’,
and ‘lockdown’. Even hand-washing for 20 seconds was also
misinterpreted by the people. It was noticed that large number of
information often confusing and ambiguous was being circulated

on news and social media.

Rahmanet. al. (2021) identified some challenges for COVID-19
preventive practices and risk communications and associated
factors among Bangladeshi adults. They argued that lack of
availability of protective equipment, crowed living situations/
workplaces, inadequate information regarding proper use of
protective measures, negative influences on family/ friends etc.
were some of the barriers to COVID-19 protective practices in
Bangladesh. People having poor education, engaged in
agriculture laboring, domestic workers and disables faced
difficulties in COVID-19 preventive behavioral practices. The
researchers claimed that a substantial percentage of Bangladeshi
adults have poor comprehension of risk communications

particularly in rural settings having low education (lbid.).



Human Communication Network Analysis for Effective COVID-19 Message Dissemination | 9RY

In a report of BBC on 03 July 2020 urged why government
messages don’t work to control COVID-19 in Bangladesh (BBC,
2020). There is confusion of understanding on messages relating
to ‘social distancing’, ‘lockdown’, ‘health guidelines’, ‘quarantine’
etc. among the general masses since the people were seen to fail
to act and maintain their lives according to these messages. The
experts and communication specialists alleged not to have a
comprehensive communication strategy to create and
disseminate COVID-19 messages towards the people of the
country (lbid.).

Siddiqueet. al. (2020) asserted that discussion on COVID-19
protections and general dos and don’ts during the pandemic
through direct cellphone calling were significantly more effective
than text-messages in awareness raising in rural areas in
Bangladesh and India. But both text-messages and direct
cellphone calls are considered the most effective means of
communication in raising awareness on COVID-19. The research
findings indicated that text and video messages, print, electronic
and social media, leaflets, posters, billboards etc. are used most
common for disseminating health messages for the urban people
but this could not be as effective in rural areas. The research
findings suggest low-cost cell phone calls could be very effective
media for creating awareness on COVID-19 (lbid.).

The available literatures reviewed here have different approaches.
The present study has been conducted on basically communication
network analysis approach where the failure of effective
COVID-19 message dissemination process in rural areas of Bangladesh
is examined in the light of rural communication structure analysis.
This is almost missing in the available contemporary studies. This
research gap has been fulfilled through this study.
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7. Study Methods

The approach of the review study was qualitative in nature.
Mainly the study was conducted on the basis of secondary materials
like books, journals, commentary, websites, research reports etc.
to draw the inference. All the data and information were
analyzed applying the content analysis method. If village study or
survey could be done, it would be more appreciated. It considers

as a limitation of the study.

8. Results and Discussion

8.1 State of the Art of COVID-19 Message Dissemination in
Bangladesh

At the eve of the COVID-19 outspread in China, the print and
electronic media of Bangladesh have been trying to give coverage
to inform and be aware. It was observed that the media did the
surveillance on home and abroad situation, government health
and test services, control strategy etc. Officially, in Bangladesh,
COVID-19 message dissemination activity was started by giving
the briefings by IEDCR. After the first death on COVID-19 on 08
March 2020, the Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina circulated a
31-point COVID-19 control guideline to be maintained by the
people, offices, public places managers, hospitalsand all
concerned. It was a top-down approach. The guideline has been
continuous publicized and disseminated throughout the country
mainly with the direction by the government administrative
set-ups.Huge coverage in print, electronic and even social media
was observed at that time. Different posters, leaflets, advertisements,
TV commercials, promotional, short and voice messages through
mobile phone etc. have been administered to create mass awareness
and control COVID-19 pandemic. These health communication
efforts are taken for overall perspective.
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But the question is that how much these communication efforts
have been effective and successful. The simple answer is
negative particularly for rural areas. The COVID-19 control initiatives
like lockdown, isolation, home quarantine, mask wearing, social
distancing have not been effective enough for rural areas. Regular
reports on this weakness of COVID-19 health communication in
print, electronic and social media are published. In rural areas,
tendency to violation of health guidelines, strict rules and regulations,
the lockdown by this time seems to be inactive (Khan, 2021).
Therefore, delta variant of COVID-19 hits severely in rural areas
of Bangladesh. Of course, there are other causes to failure of
lockdown, social distancing, quarantine but maintaining the
health guidelines is mostly ignored. The retainingof health guidelines
largely depends on effective health communication strategy.
Apart from this, rumors, gossips, superstitions, creating fears and
frustrations, misguides, propagandawere found in social media
relating to COVID-19.However, in a study, it was mentioned that
respondents’ being male, divorced or widowed consumed
alcohol, smoking cigarettes, living in villages and having no
formal education reported lower performing preventive
COVID-19 behaviors (Hossen et. al. 2021).This is happeneddue to
having low level of education, poor socio-economic conditions,
superstitions, disbelief and misconception etc. of rural people.
Population control in Bangladesh has been successfully done due
to door to door campaigning even in remote area of the country.
But it is unfortunate that COVID-19 message dissemination was
not done door to door campaigning basis. The government
wanted to keep confidence on traditional format of mass media
like print and electronic media. Some international agencies and
NGOs like Caritas, Bangladesh, Water Aid, UNICEF, Citizen’s
Platform for SDGs, Bangladesh, CARE, BRAC, Young Power in
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Social Action (YPSA) etc. have been disseminating COVID-19
messages to some remote areas based on their own strategies
which is not command for all the rural areas. Therefore, COVID-19
awareness is not sustained at all.

8.2 Failures to effective COVID-19 Message Dissemination:
Causal Factors

An effective message that is concerned with some factors like
active listening, simplicity, knowledge level of receiver, attractiveness,
speed and sequences of speech, straight forwardness, feedback
etc. Apart from these, effectiveness also depends on who and
how is being delivered. Even an unclear and unattractive message
could be understandable and operational more due to its
medium and sender which fosters successful communication.-
COVID-19 message dissemination failures especially in rural areas
of Bangladesh are caused as follows:

8.2.1 Lack of Comprehensive Communication Plan of Action

Comprehensive communication plan of action includes what
message will be delivered for whom with which channels.
Particularly rural people have lack of access to print media like
newspaper, social and electronic media. Messages could reach from
these media through two or multi-steps flow, but effectiveness
could remain questionable. Poster show or leaflets could be
effective for urban a bit but not for rural people. It is not found
any awareness campaigning especially for rural people of
underprivileged. The same strategy has taken for both urban and
rural people.So it is clear from the observation that COVID-19
message dissemination has not been followed a comprehensive
communication plan of action. In a comprehensive plan of action
for communication, all these should have to be incorporated.
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8.2.2 Non-consideration of Rural Communication Networks
Communication networks vary in different communities in
Bangladesh. Socio-economic conditions, rate of literacy, quality
education, family pattern, access to information, power-structure
etc. have shaped the communication structure in rural areas.
Therefore, each medium of health or crisis communication works
in a different way in community level. In COVID-19 message and
information dissemination, the government only relies on mass
and social media like newspaper, radio, television, mobile phone
short and video message and posters, leaflets, publicity through
mike and in some cases religious institutions like mosque imam,
temple priest etc. This effort of message dissemination is traditional
approach. Since COVID-19 is extra-ordinary virus which is ever
seen to the world, there require alternative and modern
approach of message dissemination to be effective more. But in
reality, the rural communication structures could not been properly
analyzed therefore, a vast amount of rural community was found
reluctant to maintain COVID-19 health guidelines.

8.2.3 Lack Proper Media Selection for Rural Settings

Rural people love to communicate face-to-face, group, tea-stall
gossiping etc. In many cases, people feel comfortable receiving
health message and information from village health workers,
trained midwife,opinion leaders etc. Even they also feel console
to obtain message from particular folk media. These could not be
taken consideration at all. Media selection for COVID-19 message
dissemination was found guilty for rural areas. In some areas,
some NGOs and international agencies do their campaign face to
face and group discussion basis but it was not holistic in nature.
BRAC created a Jari song for electronic and social media in 2020.
So lack of proper media selection for rural settings hinders the
whole message dissemination process.
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8.2.4Defective and Unclear Message for the Rural People

Many messages have been created for COVID-19 awareness
campaign. All these messages are developed in general for all
kinds of people. But it could not be considered as holistic
understanding. For example, by opening cell phone call, the
government disseminates a message like ‘wear a mask, maintain
health guideline’. The rural illiterate and vulnerable group people
might not understand this message fully. On the other hand,
many people don’t use mobile phone, they don’t know the
message at all. Moreover, context of rural communities could not
been considered in creating COVID-19 message. For example,
washing hands with sanitizer is not completely meaningful for
the rural women who frequently use ordinary laundry baror
general beauty soap. Therefore this context of hand washing for
rural people could be considered which is missing in some occasions
in COVID-19 message. Even we can’t get any new slogans for
fighting against COVID-19 like other developed countries in the
world.

8.2.5 Top-Down Approach

Communication approach for COVID-19 was found a completely
top-down in nature. The authority staying at central formulated
the communication scheme for all over the country clearly
bypassing the rural people’s communication structure, context,
behavior, knowledge level of understanding the message, cultural
beliefs etc. Local level planning was also missing. Therefore,
having a successful and strong family planning and Expanded
Program for Immunization (EPI) workers network at the remote
level, the government could not be able to engage these workers
for COVID-19 message dissemination process based on
face-to-face motivational and advocacy communication.
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8.2.6 Staying NGOs at Outside

It was not visible a comprehensive NGO activities to create
awareness on COVID-19 by generating door-to-door campaigning,
advocacy, motivational activity etc. Rather it was observed that
NGO functions were compressed. Even they were not prepared
at all. But the NOGs were urged to work with the government as
they have strong set-up even to the grassroots and remote areas
of the country. An independent researcher Abdul Latif Khan
emphasized UN agencies and other international NGOs should
screen and deliver technical assistance and the government
should involve local NGOs, micro-finance organizations, civil
societies for controlling COVID-19 pandemic (The Daily Star, 19
April 2020). But it is observed that the government has shown
little interest yet to work with NGOs in combating the COVID-19
disaster (Ahmad, 2020). In an interview Asif Saleh, Executive
Director, BRAC opined that it is necessary to work together to
reach the destination to fight against COVID-19 pandemic
(ProthomAlo, 31 May 2020).

8.2.7 Non-consideration of Nature of Society

The government has developed common COVID-19 message for
all communities. But message effectiveness depends on the
receiver’s own and society context like literacy rate, geography,
culture, lifestyle, religious feelings etc. This context shapes the
communication behavior pattern. Therefore, some areas are
conservative, some are receptive. Ready to be changed is also
dependent on this context. For COVID-19 message creation this

context could not be considered as per need.
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8.3 Structure of Communication in Rural Area: Need for
Consideration

Rogers and Kincaid (1981) in their network analysis theory
emphasized on communication structure that people live within.
This communication structure makes relationships of information-
exchanges of people in the process. Identifying and focus on
communication structure of rural area is very much important to
make people aware, conscious and proactive towards COVID-19
responses. Communication structure creates impact on the
effectiveness of the whole process. The following communication
structures have been analyzed to engage in rural areas for effective

dissemination of COVID-19 messages.

8.3.1 Face to Face Communication

Face to face communication particularly in dyadic or small group
or clique is very much prominent in rural area. Culture, values,
morals all the things have been developed through face to face
communication process from hundreds of years ago when
civilization began. Without talking interpersonally, rural people
can’t think their life even for a single day. Therefore, gossip is also
considered as an entertainment for the rural people. This
communication structure is a must for being effectiveness of
COVID-19 message to influence rural people. In Bangladesh all
the success stories in health sector where require motivation and
awareness, face to face communication plays a crucial role. EPI,
population control, diarrhoea control etc. have been successful
due to door to door health workers’ tired-less face to face meeting,
discussion. So, to control COVID-19 pandemic by maintaining
health guidelines, face to face communication structure must be
kept in the heart of health communication strategy.
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8.3.2 Small Group Communication

Rural people love to mix each other. They used to sit together and
pass leisure time. Small group is preferable for rural settings. In
afternoon, evening and night villagers generally pass their time in
group discussion. In village bazar, tea stall, road side shops,
growth centers etc. people meet and communicate in a small
group formation. Frequently dyadic is also taken place particularly
having similar mentality persons. Small group communication
could be more effective for peer people to deliver messages and
information. NOGs’ activities have shown success through this
group communication approach like weekly assemble in a home-yard
for women, youth. Feedback works in group communication as
added motivational information among the participants. This
small group communication can be considered for COVID-19
message dissemination medium.

8.3.3 Opinion Leaders

Opinion leaders are very much powerful and potential communication
structure in rural areas of the country. Till now the society mostly
depends on the opinion leaders’ influences. They even shapethe
structure of rural community since general masses traditionally
live collectively, not to be isolated. People always seek information
and understanding on different crisis and disaster from opinion
leaders like teachers, health workers, local elites and political
activists, knowledgeable and experienced persons, social workers,
civil society members etc. They have strong control in many occasions
in rural areas. They could be considered as medium of delivering the
message and information on COVID-19. Communication strategies
should include them. If they are being well informed and educated
on COVID-19 pandemic, they could have been engaged them-
selves to motivate general people of rural areas of the country.
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8.3.4 Road-side Small Shop and Tea Stall based Entertainment
Communication

In rural area, road-side small shop and tea stall have been becoming
popular for the community people for time passing, gossiping
and meet with neighbors. This entertainment communication is
growing up quickly which could be considered as public health
message and information dissemination hub for the rural and
even semi-urban areas of the country. People having a cup of tea
or buying daily commodities share many things with each other.
They want to know about contemporary issues like politics, social
matters, development etc. and they take part in the sharing
process of communication. This could be engaged for COVID-19
awareness campaigning by blending face to face, group, mass
media and opinion leader communication structure with it. Many
of this shops and tea stall have access to mass media like
television, video show and cable connection. Comprehensive
COVID-19 communication strategy could consider this.

8.3.5 Rural Hubs like Hut, Bazar, Growth Centers and UDCs
based Communication

The physiography of rural area has been changing a bit of speedy
pace. Hut, bazar, growth centers etc. have been growing day by
day for having different services. For example, a total of 4547
Union Digital Centers (UDCs) has been established one in each
Union Parishad complex on 11 November 2010 (Paul and
Rahman, 2018: xiii). Different government services are available
in UDCs. People frequently come, mix and share in these rural
hubs. Thisrural communication structure could be engaged for
COVID-19 message dissemination effectively. Other structures
and medium like face to face and group communication, film and
video shows, poster and leaflets distribution, folk and drama
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shows, mike-announcement etc. can also be worked with rural

hubs for successful COVID-19 message dissemination.

8.3.6 Mass Media

Access to mass media in remote areas of the country is a bit poor.
According to BBS, 2019 nationally 51% households own a television.
But only 4.8% for the poorest 20% household have a television
set as compare with 90.2% of the richest 20% households (BBS,
2019).Radio exists but low rate of access in the rural area. Mobile
phone has been using now a radio set especially for FMs by the
youth. However, as a quick reaching nature of mass media, it can
spread rapidly to remote area either directly or indirectly. For
example, accessed people disseminate message and information
of mass media to other non-accessed people. Two-step or
multi-step flow of mass media message can be transferred. This
communication structure has been working since long ago. For
the rural area, mass media can be effective for COVID-19
message dissemination but need to study how it could be more
effective. Specially developing the clear, understandable, simple,
authentic message on COVID-19 could be ensured. TV commercials,
documentary on COVID-19 should be made according to knowledge
and understanding level of rural people. Professionals and
experts needs to be engaged in this regard. This process could be
made mass media for effective COVID-19 message dissemination
with success.

8.3.7 Folk Media

Folk media are combinations of various traditional media like jari,
sari and kabigan, gomvira, street drama, puppetry etc. It was
found that folk media have been playing a very positive role to

promote development and social awareness programs in
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developing countries of the world. It has the power to integrate
belief, attitudes, cultural values with national needs. Folk media
perform a vital role to inform, instruct and motive on COVID-19
pandemic. The flexible, portable and inexpensive nature of folk
media can perform better for rural people to disseminate
COVID-19 messages effectively. Moreover, our culture nourishes
folk media since long ago, it is considered as a powerful gauge to
create change environment. COVID-19 health communication

strategy could consider the folk media.

8.3.8 Social Media / Mobile Phone

The growth of mobile phone and internet subscribers has been
increasing rapidly in the country. The internet and mobile
subscribers exceeded respectively 11.27 and 17.33crore by
February 2021 in the country (GoB, 2021: 175). The internet
access and mobile phone open up the hub for social media penetration
in all over the country including the rural area. Direct call through
mobile phone could be very effective for COVID-19 message
dissemination to the underprivileged rural people. Social media
campaigning could also be another good option for the same
purpose. Especially young section of rural people could adopt
COVID-19 message effectively through social media and mobile

phone.

8.4 Effective COVID-19 Message Dissemination and Rural
Communication Network:A Proposed Strategy

After analyzing the rural communication network, strategy could
be drawn on how effectively COVID-19 message dissemination
would be done. It is clear that interpersonal communication is
still dominating for rural people to disseminate effectively of any
health issue like COVID-19 pandemic. The findings of the study
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conclude with the following diagram of effective COVID-19
message distribution to rural people where it is observed that
interpersonal communication is more effective than mass media
regarding this.

12. Conclusion and Suggestions

World data and facts indicate that COVID-19 pandemic would be
remaining long time around the globe. Vaccination could be a
step to control but not enough to eradicate the virus. The scientists
advise to cope with situation by modification of lifestyle maintaining
health guidelines. Therefore, motivation and awareness creation is
the best solution for fighting against COVID-19 pandemic. Health
communication works to create awareness and motivation. It is
always difficult to change the behavior of different sections of
people. People in rural areas having low income and education,
with poor access to mass media, are tough to make aware and
conscious. In response to COVID-19 pandemic, the government
has been trying to accelerate health communication to control
the situation. Mass and social media campaigns, posters, leaflets,
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TV commercials, advertisements etc. are being used to create
mass awareness. But the findings indicated that all the messages
did not work as expected. Mass people showed reluctant to
follow health guidelines, maintain social distance, isolation,
wearing mask, quarantine etc. Especially rural areas have shown
the worst response in following COVID-19 health guidelines.
Some messages and information on COVID-19 are not even
understandable. Due to this, it can be correlated that ‘Delta
Variant’ hit severely in rural areas of Bangladesh. There were
some causes behind the failure of COVID-19 message for rural
people. The major cause is non-consideration of communication
network analysis this means that suitability of communication
structure and medium for rural people, is not considered. It is
found the approach was top-down and in many cases, the created
message didn’t reflect the social context. The study findings have
formulated an effective COVID-19 message dissemination
process based on communication network analysis of rural
settings followed by Rogers and Kincaid (1981) model, where the
hierarchy of communication strategy suggested to face to face
communication first, then small group communication, opinion
leader, road-side small shop and tea stall based entertainment
communication, rural hubs like hut, bazar, growth centers and
UDCs based communication, mass media, folk media and lastly

social media/ mobile phone.

Writer: Dr. Jillur Rahaman Paul
Assistant Professor, Dept. of Film and Media Studies

Jatiya Kabi Kazi Nazrul Islam University, Trishal, Mymensingh
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Vulnerability Reduction with the Effective Use of
Community Radio in Hakaluki Haor Area
Nasrin Jahan Lipi

Abstract

Bangladesh government drafted community radio network policy
in 2008. After that a number of community radios were working
in different community or a group of people for creating people’s
awareness in different issues. The updated policy of 2018
instructed to prepare contents on disaster management like all
other issues. Radio Pallikantha is a community radio covering the
Hakaluki Haor area. The purpose of this research paper was to
understand the effectiveness of the community radio Pallikantha
in different phases of disaster management due to riverbank
erosion to reduce vulnerability. The study was conducted by
using a series of secondary source materials, also the qualitative
and quantitative data collection tools such as in depth interviews
of the local people and the different stakeholders currently
involved with this radio. Relevant documents, recorded radio
programmes on river bank erosion have been analyzed to formulate
effective recommendations for making the radio programme
more effective in vulnerability reduction of the community due
to riverbank erosion.

Key words: Vulnerability, Community radio, Riverbank erosion,
Disaster management, Haor area

Introduction

Moulvibazar district is located on the banks of the Manu River.
The Moulvibazar region is well known for its tea gardens, Hakaluki

Haor and tropical forests. According to Wikipedia, the geographical
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location of Hakaluki haor is about latitude 23°35°-24°44'north
and longitude 92°01°-92°09" east. The haor is partly under the
jurisdiction of Barlekha upazila of Maulvibazar district in the
division of Sylhet.
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Figure: Map of Hakaluki Haor area (National Tatthya Batayon, 2017)

On 18 November 2017, the private TV channel Somoy TV
presented news on riverbank erosion of Monu river of Hakaluki
Haor area of Moulvibazar district. Report pointed out the cause
of river erosion for heavy rainfall and water surge from hills and
also some manmade cause like the faulty embankment of the
river, collecting sand from riverbank. People of three unions
adjacent to the river have to face severe loss. People demanded
the repair of embankments of Monu river and complained on
inactiveness of concern government body. They want to stop the
activities of sand collecting trucks that collect sand from the
banks of Monu river and make the banks erosion prone. Concern
government body needs to take necessary actions in this regard
though the powerful forces make the action delayed or enacted.
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The degree of the vulnerability of population due to bank erosion
has dramatically increased in recent years. Every year, sympathetic
news has been published in print media and broadcasting in
electronic media. Though up to 1993, Concern department did
not recognize the riverbank erosion as the ‘disaster’, thus the
affected people had to be absent in government’s relief and
rehabilitation project. But the prevention programme to stop
riverbank erosion was still active then. Now, the government’s
yearly development programme for FY 2018-2019 has 30
projects under water development to prevent riverbanks from
erosion (Ministry of Finance, 2019).

From the country’s independence in 1971, Bangladesh government
is taking initiatives for disaster management with the help of
media to create people’s awareness, announce signals-emergency
notices and broadcast disaster related news and different
programmes. Day by day, with the technological advance of
broadcasting network, government uses radio network because
of its rate of coverage is comparatively high than the television
media. Print media is also getting lower target response because
of the literacy rate of the people. But radio is for all; even an
illiterate person, except the person of hearing disability, the
disable persons can hear the disaster related audio programmes.
the concept of radio can be recalled with the greatest scientist of
all era Albert Einstein (1930) who gave the explanation about
radio: You see, wire telegraph is a kind of a very, very long cat. You
pull his tail in New York and head is meowing in Los Angeles. Do
you understand this? And radio operates exactly the same way:
you send signals here, they receive them there. The only difference
is that there is no cat.( Alice Calaprice, The Expanded Quotable
Einstein, http://pup.princeton.edu/titles/6908.html, visited on
11 Septembher 2019)
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The community radio was introduced in Bangladesh from 2011 as
the 2nd South Asian country for formulating policy of Community
Radio. Bangladesh government passed the policy for community
radio as ‘the voice of the voiceless’ because the radios are run by
the community and for the community. According to the Community
Radio Installation, Broadcast and Operation Policy 2018 by Ministry
of Information, People’s Republic of Bangladesh, A Community is
considered to be a group of people who have common folk
heredity socio-economic and cultural attributes, who are living in
a specific geographic location such as in a specific town, village or
locality, and they share indifferent social and economic livelihood
by participating in mutual exchange of business-trade, marketing,
service and goods. (Community Radio Installation, Broadcast and
Operation Policy 2018, Ministry of Information, 2018)

Government issued license for community radio to research and
development organizations which are working for marginalized
or disadvantage people, educational and training institutions like
BRAC, Dhaka Ahsania Mission (DAM) etc. They set up their radio
stations in remote areas of the country. The policy instructed
them to broadcast mostly awareness raising programmes to raise
the consciousness of the rural people. Internationally recognized
and accepted fundamental principles of community radio are
being followed in Bangladesh where disaster management has
been included in the broadcast programme schedule of the
community radios.

Role of Community Radio in Disaster Management

Community radio is a radio service that can be defined as the 2nd
model of radio broadcasting as the first one is public broadcasting.
In terms of management of different disaster phases,
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community radio can play very strong role in disaster preparedness,
warning and rehabilitation part by transmitting warning signals,
providing preparedness realted information, broadcasting disaster
related programmes. Local community people can play as listeners
and participant that means two way of communication is
happening here. In addition to broadcast, there are mechanisms
for many-to-many discussions and community feedback. In
Bangladesh, Listener clubs are the most influenced feedback
giver and also give active participations as the volunteer.

UKAID and the NGO Shongjog presented ‘Guideline for the
broadcasting live radio programs on disaster preparedness and
response through community radio stations’ that strongly
recommended for the audience friendly programme (Shonjog,
2017). For an audience friendly programme, characteristics of the
message should be simple, clear, concise, true and complete.
According to that guideline, every disaster-related programme
should be set with the following objectives:

o Spreading information of disaster as it is necessary for
people’s preparedness.

J Including institutional programmes and statements to
buld communities’ confidence.

o Educating people to face disaster related problem as it
is helpful for adaptation and mitigation.

Proper participation of the community people as it is helpful to
raise their voice. Then “VOICE” can be effectively the expression
of Value, Opportunity, Information, Consistent and Convenient,
Entertaining.
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Community Radio ‘Radio Pallikantha’

Figur 7: Sty e i respect of th coverin s of Radio Pallkatha 99 2FM (Gl Map, visited on 11 Sepenber 2019)

At present, 18 community radios are working in Bangladesh.
Radio Pallikantha is the first license getting community radio
which is run by BRAC as the initiative of BRAC Community
Empowerment Programme’s based in Chadnighat union of
Moulvibazar, Bangladesh. The station is broadcasting information
within a 17km radius, reaching roughly 400,000 people to raise
awareness and consciousness on a variety of social issues such as
education, agriculture, healthcare, women’s empowerment,
alongside other important areas related to the community like
community faced disaster of flood, flash flood, thunderstorm,
riverbank erosion etc.

Currently they are broadcasting two different types of
programmes in four days of a week. One programme is a 20
minutes long magazine programme named ‘Ban Vasi’(Flood
affected people), broadcasted in 6:00pm in every Thursday and
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Sunday. Another programme is a drama serial of 10:57 minute’s
duration named ‘Vangon’ (Bank erosion) and broadcasted in
6:00pm in every Monday and Wednesday. Two programmes have
a vast number of listeners of all ages. According to the information
given by the station manager of the Radio Pallikantha, there are
769 listeners clubs with 20-25 listeners living in the same
geographical area who are being formed with the help of radio
staffs. These listeners clubs are a kind of voluntary clubs to assess
the effectiveness of the programmes in that community. The
Radio authority provides radio to the club. The members listen to
the programmes together, share their opinions and practice the
awareness activities together. Thus the listeners clubs can ensure
the community involvement and ease the inclusiveness of the
community people with the radio programmes.
Covering range of radio Pallikantha

Distance between Remarks
the Radio Pallikantha 99.2 FM and the 4 Upazilla
11.01 km Moulvibazar | Fully covered by
fi
Radio Pollikantha, 99.2 FM fequency

17.9 km Rajanagar Partially covered
29.12 km Kamalgonj | Partially covered
23.11 km Shreemangal | Partially covered

(Distance calculated by https://distancecalculator.globefeed.com/Bangladesh_Distance_Result.asp)

Analysis of the radio programmes

Two audio programmes of the radio Pallikantha on riverbank
erosion “BANVASI” (Flood Affected people) and “VANGON”
(Riverbank Erosion) were evaluated as the discussed disaster is
river bank erosion, because it is less importantly focused in the
policy and disaster management programme rather than floods,
earthquake etc. but becomes a whole year’s grief for the community.
“BANVASI” is a Magazine programme. “VANGON” is a drama
serial. “BANVASI” that means flood affected people, came from
the local language, though the programme is on riverbank erosion.
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“VANGON” has the perfect name, the meaning of the word is
riverbank erosion and it is very familiar to the local people. But,
the local people use the word “KHORA” for the bank erosion. The
interviwee uttered the word once in “BANVASI”. The presenter,
interviwer, reporter could use the word, but they did not. Every
time consciously using of “nodi Vangon”, though the use of “par
(riverbank) vangon” is also used by the local people but it was not
used also. There was no mention of “KHORA” in the programme
“VANGON”".

In the programme “BANVASI”, interviewer should be careful in
guestioning. Same meaning of a question in different sentence is
not appropriate to get correct answer. The interviewer asked
‘Nodivangoner agee apnar kita kora uchit? Ki mone koren?’
(What do you need to do before the bank erosion? What is your
suggestion?) and ‘Nodivangon hoito na koriya apnar kita kora
uchit?’ (What do you need to do to stop bank erosion?) annoyed
the interviwee as he gave the second answer by using ‘Oito agee
prothomei to bollam’ (That | told at first).

Natural flow of questions is better that the prior setting
guestions. In the interview session of “BANVASI”, the listeners
could understand that the interviwee tried to share a success
story of stopping bank erosion by his village people. He
mentioned the event but the interviwer did not follow the
conversation rather that he did the prior set question- ‘What do
you need to do before the bank erosion? What is your suggestion?’
He could ask the detail of the experience that the interviwee
mentioned.

Unknown or unfamiliar word should be avoided. The reporterin the
programme “BANVASI” uttered ‘Ontosthito’ in the line- ‘Nodi beshi
shakhaproshakhai bivokto hoye porle onosthito chorshomohe
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par vange’ (If the river creats more branches, then the banks of
the raised land in between the affluent erode.). the meaning
could be expressed in this simple sentence part instead of the
unknown, unfamiliar and hard spelled word of ‘Ontosthito’.

Unclear characterization created confusion among listeners. Baul
called Sagor as ‘Shagor majhi’ that means Sagor is a boatman.
But Sagor told about his sufferings as the fisherman, like- ‘We
could catch a lot of fishes by throwing net in the morning. But
now, fish is very rare. Including this, net-boat and all stuffs are
mortgaged to Mohajon’. Again, Mohajon ordered to snatch the
net and boat from Sagor that means Sagor is not only a boatman.
‘Apon jan bacha’ (Save your own interest), this provern was used
in the dialogue of “VANGON” as it is easily understandable for
the familiarity among the local people.

Intellegent use of word for name and at the same time, for
describing the character has been noticed. ‘Halar Gamla! Gamla
chacha!’(Poor Gamla! Gamla uncle!) was spoke by the character
Gamla, a funny character to give the listeners releifness. But here
the character Gamla is addressing another character Mohajon
(net and boat owner) as ‘Gamla’, like Gamla means any one who
is disrespected, living in the lower part, has no power or utility
like the literary meaning of the word Gamla- a less expensive
bowl for daily use.

Interesting use of non-clear sentence is there that can give clear
sense of feeling. ‘Mohajon chacha, tumi tomar moro. means
‘Mohajon uncle, go to hell with yourself’. It gave the understand-
ing that the wicked Mohajon has no way to be saved. Interesting
use of double meaning sentence seems appreciating, like
‘Shagorer shamne giya ki ami nije dubiya mortam ni shagore?’
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Complex sentence with simple meaning has been used. ‘Jebai
doishukh jaina obor obor obai jamu’ means ‘Knowing my interest,
| will be there.!” Here ‘Obor’ means ‘then’, but two times use of

the word was no need but express the local practice.

In the programme “BANVASI”, sound of troller in the background
had been used in the interview part to give the feeling that the
interview was taken at the riverbank. No other sound effect was
used. Music was joyful but, it should be noted that the joyful
music is not appropriate for a serious disaster related
programme where the sufferings of affected people were
presented. The sound effect of falling soil into the water could be
used. In the drama “VANGON”, sound of river water, chicken call
and rural people’s working sound was used to create rural
surroundings. But the conversation of the presence of cow could
have a scope to include cow’s call also, it might add fun as the
Gamla character has the type of creating fun. With these, cripping
sound of birds could be added, especially in the conversation
between Baul and Sagor as they are talking near by the riverbank.
Again, sound of landfall in river water to represent riverbank
erosion should be used with the wind to give the feel of people’s
heart-broken feelings of lost; it could be with the sad music also.
Use of flute in sad music is good. Limited use of musical instrument,
use of folk musical instrument like dotara and flute is appropriate
for the local listeners and to represent rural culture in the rural
type content. (Do | need to drown in the sea foolishly placing
myself before Sagor?), here ‘dubiya mortam ni’ has literary
meaning of ‘suicide by drowing in the sea’, but the real

expression is ‘be in danger’.



Seo | TSI ooy EAREHEs S

The same music was used everywhere in the magazine
programme named “BANVASI”, that means all the part of the
music is of a music or the same pitch was playing all over the
programme where it was needed. The table below is showing the
piece of the music with length and total duration:

Use of music in terms of length and
total duration for “BANVASI”

SL Use of music length Total Duration
No.

1. music 1 0:0-00:21 21 sec
2. music 2 00:51-01:01 10 sec
3. music 3 02:03-02:20 17 sec
4. music 4 05:15-05:34 18 sec
5. music 5 05:54-06:12 58 sec
6. music 7 10:29-10:39 10 sec
7. music 8 16:43-17:03 6 sec
8. music 9 18:24-18:29 5 sec
9. music 10 18:30-18:50 20 sec
10. music 11 19:12-19:22 10 sec
11. music 12 19:56-20:11 55 sec

Use of music in terms of length and total duration for “BANVASI”
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It can be noticed that music5 and music12 were the longest pitch
of the music. The producer Ms Tania expressed the logic behind
music5 (58 sec) is to give space to make listeners ready for getting
more conversation and more information from the interview
part. There is no specific logic for music12 (55 sec) but after the
concluding announcement, this music may give a finish line
feeling.

“BANVASI”, the magazine programme has the duration of 20:11
minutes. The following table is describing the types of content
part with its length and duration given in the total programme:

Use of content part in terms of length and
total duration of “BANVASI”

SL. No. Type of content length Total Duration
1. music 1 0:0-00:21 21 sec
2. Pause 00:22-00:23 1 sec
3, announcement 00:24-00:50 26 sec
4. music 2 00:51-01:01 10 sec
5. presentation 01:02-02:02 1 min
6. music 3 02:03-02:20 17 sec
7. report 02:21-05:14 3 min 33 sec
8. music 4 05:15-05:34 18 sec
9, presentation 05:35-05:53 18 sec
10. music 5 05:54-06:12 58 sec
11. interview 06:13-09:38 3 min 25 sec
12. music 6 09:39-09:59 20 sec
13. announcement 10:00-10:28 28 sec
14. music 7 10:29-10:39 10 sec
15. presentation 10:40-10:47 7 sec
16. song 10:48-16:23 6 min 15 sec
17. presentation 16:24-16:42 18 sec
18. music 8 16:43-17:03 6 sec
19. reading information 17:04-18:24 1 min 20 sec
20. music 9 18:24-18:29 5 sec
21. music 10 18:30-18:50 20 sec
22. concluding presentation 18:51-19:11 1 min
23. music 11 19:12-19:22 10 sec
24. announcement 19:23-19:55 12 sec
25. music 12 19:56-20:11 55 sec
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Use of content part in terms of length and
total duration of “BANVASI”
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The drama “VANGON”
each episode. The following table is describing the types of

has the duration of 10:57 minutes for

content part with its length and duration given in the total

programme:
Use of content part in terms of length and
total duration for “VANGON”
Sl No. Type of ¢ t length Total Duration
1. music 1 0:0-00:18 18 sec
2. announcement 00:19-00:47 28 sec
3. music2 00:48-00:49 1 sec
4. pause 00:50-00:51 1 sec
5. music & song 00:52-01:24 1 min 12 sec
6. dialogue overlapping song 01:25-01:28 3 sec
7. song 01:29-01:30 1 sec
8. dialogue overlapping song 01:31-01:33 2 sec
9. dialogue 01:34-01:35 1 sec
10. conversation 01:36-01:44 8 sec
11. song 01:45-02:05 1 min
12. conversation 02:06-04:06 2 min
13. song 04:07-04:39 32 sec
14. music3 04:40-04:53 13 sec
15. announcement 04:54-05:22 1 min 8 sec
16. conversation 05:23-06:51 1 min 28 sec
17. music4 06:52-07:04 52 sec
18. conversation 07:05-09:11 2 min 6 sec
19. song 09:12-09:34 22 sec
20. music5 09:35-09:47 12 sec
21. announcement 09:48-10:37 1 min 29 sec
22. music6 10:38-10:57 19 sec
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Use of content part in terms of length and
total duration for “VANGON”
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Now, let us discuss about the programme schedule. The two
programmes are being broadcasted in 6:00pm, for two days in a
week. Finding on the timing of broadcasting the programme is
that in the evening, most of the villagers have some leisure time
with their family members. Traditionally, in villages right after the
evening is considered as the high time for studies for the
students. So broadcasting these programmes at 6.00pm is not
convenient for the listeners. The programme “BANVASI” was
started from March 2017 and every year three episodes were
broadcasted. Now total 9 episodes are in hand. Episodes 1-3
were broadcasted in 2017, 4-6 were in 2018 and 7-9 in 2019.
Every year, each episodes are scheduled to broadcast in weekly
basis, that is in 6:00pm in every Thursday and Sunday.

Drama serial ‘VANGON’ was broadcasted from 2018 in weekly
basis that is in 6:00pm of every Monday and Wednesday. Weekly
two episodes of 10.57 minutes in Sunday and Monday that is
total 21.14 minutes or .35 hours in a week.
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Feedback from the listeners of the community

While commenting on the content, interesting finding came out.
The listeners do not like so much information at a time. Priority of
the local content in local dialect and the participation of local
people are appreciable by the listeners. Use of local dialect as the
broadcasting language is ultimately saving the local language,
culture and heritage. But uses of long sentence create problem to
some group of listeners as the finding came out. In the drama
“VANGON”, information giving sequence (sl no. 18) of 2 min 6 sec
is constructive, could be more elaborate for giving more information
with the counterpart performer’s dialogue

For the programme “BANVASI” the presentation style of reporter
was sometimes monotonous, asking same question while the
interviewee answered that “l already gave the answer”. In the
drama “VANGON?”, the presentation style depends on the overall
presentation of the team of performers including music and
sound effect also.

Involving listeners is a unique way of audience friendly
programme. The listeners stated in the discussion that they like
practical and true stories of affected people. “BANVASI”
programme invites interviewee to tell their stories but they need
more duration. The presentation of these stories need clear,
engaging manner and more interactive.

Some of the participants complained about quality of
transmission. They demanded for better network and wider
coverage of frequency.

Findings:

Radio programmes are found effective to create awareness to
riverbank erosion that leads to vulnerability reduction of Hakaluki
Haor area. Need more funds for audience friendly disaster related
programmes could increase the efficiency by increasing
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planned process of broadcasting schedule, research behind the
programmes and training on disaster management inclusive
radio programmes. Radio Pallikantho 99.2 is serving 4 Lac
(Approximate) of population as the information given by the
station manager. People is listening the radio by using radio set
and mobile. Radio’s coverage area is only 17 kilometers radius.
The largest NGO of the world, BRAC Bangladesh gave main
financial support to radio Pallikantha. The station is also getting
support from sponsor programme and a few portion of
advertisement from local companies. All 24 employees (100% of the
manpower of permanent and project based) are getting salary as
the station manager informed over telephone. According to the
source, calculating salary and establishment expenditure along
with license fee, house rent, electricity bill and others, the yearly
expenditure is approximately 50 lac. Considering the covering
population range, the cost per listener is only 12.50 taka. If we
consider the creative input in monetary terms,
Cost per listener would be 20 Taka.

Thus the radio offers are very much inexpensive and affordable
cost. Again, the outcome is much greater not only in the case of
disaster management but the awareness build up and knowledge
sharing.

Recommendations:

The following consideration may be placed for the government of
the People’s Republic of Bangladesh and the authority of the
community radio Pallikantha:

e Need to disseminate the real-time information on riverbank
erosion. There are bulletins aired by the Bangladesh Radio from
time to time during the flood season but not on riverbank erosion
during the occurring period also; however, such bulletins need to
be understood by rural illiterate people.
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In the programme “BANVASI” and “VANGON”, the real time
information needs to be added time to time following the type of
the programme. In “BANVASI”, the information may come in the
report or disseminating information. In “VANGON”, story line
would be drawn by putting real time event and the suggestion
would come by the characters that would guide the listeners in
reality to what to do in the said situation.

¢ The different training courses on risk reduction for understanding
the Disaster Management System for community radio officials,
programme producers and volunteers. There are several training
programmes for the community radio officials but no training
schedule in disaster management issue is included at present.

e The allocated programme timing is very neglizable to create
people’s awareness. Again, the better time for women listeners is
after noon when they get leisure time. If the programme is broadcast
two days in a week, the programme can be broadcast at least one

day at the proper time convenient for women listeners.

Conclusion

One must appreciate the challenges the first generation Community
Radio as community exposure they had, media experience they
lacked. As the regulator, the main role of the government is to
implement and opportunely revise the legislation for Community
Radios, to create an enabling environment to do so. It needs to
also ensure that national and local government officials understand
the principles of Community Radio and effectively implement the
policy, supported by transparent, competent licensing, monitoring
and evaluation mechanisms to reduce risk to be vulnerable in
Disaster Management question. As facilitator, the government

needs to take the leadership in promoting
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collaboration and establishing strategic alliances among all
stakeholders to increase the chances of long-term sustainability
of the Community Radios.

This study endeavors to presents an assessment of the current
situation in Hakaluki Haor area, in terms of enabling factors and
opportunities for the operation and growth of Community
Radios, areas for further development and challenges ahead.
Based on this assessment, it presents some findings and
recommendations with the hope that government as well as other
stakeholders - all would do respective parts - in creating environment
conducive for a meaningful and sustainable Community Radio
sector in Bangladesh in terms of vulnerability reduction in not
only in Hakaluki Haor area, but for the whole country.

Writer: Nasrin Jahan Lipi, Deputy Principal Information Officer
Press Information Department, Bangladesh Secretariat, Dhaka.
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