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Abstract

Advances in science and information technology have led to massive
changes in mass media. Globally there has been a rapid change in the
field of mass communication. Modern technology has given the
present time to the virtual world. The old traditional media is
changing its form and transforming into the online medium. ‘New
Media’ is consuming traditional media. Media works as one of the
tools to deal with various problems of social life. With the need of
time, print and electronic media are playing a role in positive
changes in the society. Print media to radio, Radio to television,
television to web media; This change is happening very fast. The
Internet world has connected the whole world in a web; Which is
called ‘Global Village’. New Media is a new world! Our new
another sky. To wander in the world of this medium, we have to
walk with enough caution to catch the wings of thought in its sky.
All that is indecent, unadorned and unbeautiful should be removed
from the darkness, and the light of healthy culture and beauty should
be embraced. In this context, the textual essay attempts to document
Mass Communication and New Media Culture: An Artifact Review.
A new medium, a new world. A world that teaches to imagine
beyond imagination, and reality is a shadowy companion in the
background. New-Media's new light has colored the world. The
young generation is developing themselves as global citizens in the
competitive global market by engaging with New Media.

New Media is another name for immense possibilities. But you have
to know how to use it properly. Youth and the Internet can make the
impossible possible. New Media will further change the dynamic
world in future days. It will make the concept of global village more

53 | e ¢ NS ffear wrgfe: ot fRgreifgs it

real, true and worthwhile. Everyone expects that New Media will
play an important role in developing fair culture, practicing
humanity, democracy, freedom of expression and protecting human
rights. New Media will fill the world with Holy light. In the new
world of this medium, the fan of thinking in the new sky must be met
with enough caution. Discard the darkness and embrace the light.
Efforts should be made to establish refined universal visual standards
for online media to foster a sense of taste. New Media users have to
undertake far-reaching plans to develop the visual and cultural tastes
of the general public. Currently, healthy and pure culture is on the
verge of disappearing due to the uncultured invasion of the online
free market. The healthy culture is being swept away by the invasion
of bad culture. In contrast to the arbitrariness of the ugly content that
is currently going on in the online media of Bangladesh, initiatives
should be taken to build a healthy culture and public taste. In this era
of New Media renaissance, a large cultural movement must be built
on the Internet. This cultural revolution has to be done through
digital means in digital times. We have to build our own cultural and
aesthetic standards on all platforms of New Media, containing the
thousand-year tradition of Bengal and Bengalis, with the reflection
of the great liberation war.
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Abstract

Jaggan is one kind of popular rural peasant music in greater
Chalanbil area of Bangladesh. The social context of Jaggan refers to
the peasant life, the people who make music, listen to music and
participate. This article aims to understand how Jaggan or Awaking
music works within the culture or society of Chalanbil. This is not
only the description of the music but also the observation of
environment or content in which music is made. In past ages, during
the winter season while the peasants slept in deep, the thieves and
robbers got their cattle or valuable properties. Then the rural young
generation began to practice stick fight to protest the rogue men.
They made music and performed to awake people from sleep and
travelled peasant’s door to door in night of whole the month of
poush. For creative recreation they adopt the theme of krishnayatra,
panchali and muslim spiritual music. Some rituals of hindu and
muslim added in symbol with the music. Sonapir or Sona Roy is the
common person which is respected to both communities. Actually,
Jaggan is a non-communal music of rural Bengal. This is the texture,
text and contextual study of Jaggan through histo-geographical
aspiration.
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TAGT AN ZACE | S ISR S, ‘Once you understand the
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take account of are Texture, text and context (Dundes, 1980)’.2
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T AR AN FAT 90 *ACR  ‘Groups that are closely-knit and
have a strong sense of social identity and social solidarity express
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“Have you read Omar Khayyam? The quatrains of this Persian
poet and great scientist, written at the end of eleventh century
and the early part of the twelfth, are a constant eulogy of life in
the ever present face of death. In my film, in the same way, we
could just have talked about death and left out the idea of
suicide.” (Elena, 2005, p.130)
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“In fact I wanted to the landscape, not to mention the light, the

relationship between light and darkness, to reflect the

character’s state of mind.” (Elena, 2005, p.129)
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sins. But being unhappy is a great sin too. When you are unhappy,
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“Kiarostami himself admits that he included the character of the
seminary student in order to pre-empt the predictable objections
of the religious authorities by representing them in the film
itself.” (Elena, 2005, p.134)
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“We should analyze mise-en-scene’s fiction in the total film-how it

is motivated, how it varies or develops, how it works in relation to
other film techniques.” (Bordwell and Thompson, 2010, p.119)
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“A somewhat comparable technique was used by Godard in
the 1960s when he conveyed lines to actors or fired
questions at them over small, invisible earphones.”
(Rosenbaum, 2003, p.30)
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“Three main groups made up the unemployed population: laid-off and
expelled workers, graduates, and already jobless casual labourers.” (Sadr,
2006, p.166)
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“Perhaps the most enduring aspect of Kiarostami’s cinema is
preciously his discontent with ‘reality’ as it is.” (Dabashi, 2007,
p.295)

TP AR 3 AR @GP 5 WO e |
i fetem ki 3, FoEER, foawe ¢ A fTeazam | qwe
™S Glfoxm eem W IR 9F IS8 Fo belvba et
B0 WO | AN Tt (ofi ICArRT et o (@ SRR K6
]| (R AN WS bebe sl (A S
AR O S NI4T SR TfEfe ¢ qreiafos wigger gwede =
FAE I | OF [T wEba- @ Geer (Svba, dS56R,
So58), (@G- (3650), (B9 IF (57 (3559) (AT UF IR W
2T B2 FifF T (Sodd) IRILreE €T bRGE Sy F,
MWR (F2 | (T2 ACEABT-INCAGNR <4 O™ (57 (100%) B
MGGew | fCfGbE SRR gM9 T4 G (00%) HHHTER SFCO
A AW @I 6 AT FeE SR (=EE Foe [ AR @R
ARRIRE S @fberel e F R |1 WG WMl <G 8
FRAMF MY (AP FCTR 79 w7 ¥ 27 7 (00%) | GT©
BT 99 (o7 (S559) PR 2Itar® 2o IR, e G (&F
FEA @ T TAGAT AGOCS | G BY WA SR S



SR SO ZARPOHEE S | brd

@] I (ORI IR P A7 (o00v) | RRAERIBE (@rer-wrar
(S550) BeItbra FAFR BACR Ao S{gE ((foqvd Fo]
MR =RACR | RIS 2 ERIGR qcor veva e
AFeACF gFa R R dre Wew feer, M-Iy
TBIR ARFCS AR, @A @A DRICE &P 0T 4@ T IR 7
RN @ S tRITe 0 ACIF 611 @ AGMoF THIE
i R, T RS ™8 27 | Aeeifod A8CF AZ O e
O 1 | S A0S N Afewe g o s 37 afformy | G55
T BT (5559)-(S @ VPR FIFo WA ZCACR ©f LA M=
SHHIEE AR | RAERRR 997 gne *R0R G 99 (BfF
(5559)-9F P*FAG @ IFRFICH AP GFer e TRACAT AL |

f5@-30 : DIV ACEICS o (ST T S A A

PR (07 FHARHANT N A A AT TS ST,
ST BRCS (@A Wefenas e (2 | A e 527
WRGR-4F ‘CF (et Zeifa’ NSfes(t e e | e ok
4T A ROTTeGE, TTS Cifvaend 3@ W1 R e | P
GG SAFICF | DTS (W0 (P I,

b | SR T : (555 o R

“A piece of music, that in this sense is very close to the poetry of Omar
Khayyam, where joy finally emerges from sorrow.” (Elena, 2005, p.142)
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Role of Media for Strengthening Local Government in
Bangladesh : A Qualitative Study

Sayma Arju & Jamil Ahmed

Abstract :

Local government is responsible for the management of local affairs
by locally elected officials. Local government influences economic
development and planning which include : public welfare,
maintenance of law and order, revenue collection, development and
adjudication of government grants etc. It also provides people and
businesses with essential services in defined areas like social care,
schools, housing, waste collection, licensing of local vehicles,
registrar services (births and deaths), and pest control. Like any other
sector of government in the case of local governance, the media can
play a vital role in publicizing changes to policies, recruiting
government workers and volunteers, promoting events, and directly
corresponding with citizens about important local issues. Media
plays a crucial role in publicizing policies, recruiting government
workers, and promoting events. The aim of this study is to explore
the public perception about the role that Bangladeshi media plays
towards Local Government institutions specifically to the wunion
parishad. 1t also focus on the fact whether media significantly
contribute to strengthening the LG. For this study data have been
collected through interviews with LG representatives, journalists,
media experts, LG experts and policy makers (N=30). The study
suggests, for strengthening local government systems, ensuring
people's participation, and providing adequate training on LG
reporting are necessary. It is possible to inform both LG and the
media about practical realities through joint training and capacity-
building initiatives. This study may inspire influential stakeholders,
such as journalists, researchers, policymakers, and MPs, to initiate
policy dialogues and formulate better policies for local government.

b8 | Role of Media for Strengthening Local Government in Bangladesh : A Qualitative Study

Introduction :

Bangladesh has a long tradition of local government, with Union
Parishads (UPs) being the first tier of the local government structure.
At present there are 4562 UPs in Bangladesh. UPs are active in local
level development activities, such as tax collection, dispute
resolution, service delivery, water sanitation, birth and death
registration, and public health. Unfortunately, their positive
initiatives and images are rarely highlighted in the media. According
to Siddiqui (1984), Bangladeshi print media often use sensationalism
to overshadow mobilization and sometimes lead to blackmail. It is
assumed that the media represents local government in a negative
light due to a communication gap between them and stakeholders.
Evidence shows that the Amader Sthaniyo Sarkar (Our Local
Government) television program and Amader Sarker (Our
Government) Radio Magazine Program have effectively promoted
citizen rights to information and services, promoting responsiveness
and accountability in local governance. Media advocacy through
these programs has set a milestone, leading to changes in
strengthening local government institutions in Bangladesh by
creating a reliable stream of publicity for Union Parishads of
different localities, encouraging viewers and policymakers to get
involved in discussions, creating a positive public perception of UPs,
and encouraging those who engage in irregularities to correct their
ways. The purpose of this qualitative study is to examine how local
government  representatives, journalists, LG experts, and
policymakers perceive the existing relationship between media and
local government in Bangladesh, and how media helps strengthen
local governance processes and structures. The research uses semi-
structured interviews to explore the nuances of media engagement
with local government institutions. The study takes into account the
unique socio-cultural and political milieu of Bangladesh, where
media freedom and government accountability coexist with
challenges. The study aims to provide valuable insights that can
inform academic discourse and guide policymakers and media
practitioners towards fostering a more constructive and participatory
relationship between media and local government in Bangladesh.
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Local governments and the role of media :

Media serves as a bridge connecting local authorities and citizens,
facilitating transparency, accountability, and citizen participation. It
acts as an information disseminator, watchdog, agenda-setter, and
platform for civic engagement within the realm of local governance
(Kramp et al., 2016). Transparency and accountability, foundational
elements of effective local governance, are fostered through media
by disseminating information related to government activities,
budgets, and decisions (Besley & Burgess, 2002). Media's watchdog
function comes to the forefront as it investigates and exposes
instances of corruption, mismanagement, and malfeasance,
effectively holding local government officials accountable (Mansell,
2012). Furthermore, media can influence the local government's
agenda by highlighting specific issues, thereby guiding policy
priorities and decisions (McCombs & Shaw, 1972). Additionally, by
providing citizens with information and platforms for discourse,
media encourages active citizen participation in local governance
(Coleman, 2012).

A fundamental aspect of the media's role in strengthening local
government is its ability to enhance transparency and accountability.
Transparency in local government is achieved when media acts as a
conduit for the dissemination of information related to government
activities, budgets, and decision-making processes (Besley &
Burgess, 2002). Media outlets serve as information intermediaries
between local authorities and the public, ensuring that citizens are
well-informed about government actions, policies, and initiatives
(Gandy, 1982). This dissemination of information empowers citizens
by providing them with the knowledge needed to engage with local
government processes effectively (Kramp et al., 2016). In this way,
the media acts as a key driver in reducing information asymmetry
between the government and its constituents, thereby fostering
transparency (Olken, 2007).

In addition to transparency, accountability is a pivotal aspect of
effective local governance, and media plays a critical role in its
enforcement. The media acts as a watchdog, scrutinizing local
government activities and exposing instances of corruption,
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nepotism, and other forms of malfeasance (Mansell, 2012).
Investigative journalism, in particular, plays a vital role in
uncovering mismanagement, embezzlement of funds, and unethical
practices within local government, leading to legal actions and
improved financial oversight (Powers & Vera-Bedolla, 2012). The
mere presence of a vigilant media serves as a deterrent against
unethical behavior among government officials, as the fear of
negative media coverage can influence their decision-making
(Besley & Burgess, 2002). Thus, media acts as a crucial
accountability mechanism that holds local governments to a higher
standard of ethical conduct (Olken, 2007).

Media's role in setting the local government's agenda is another
dimension of its impact on strengthening governance. Through
editorial decisions, news coverage, and the framing of stories, media
outlets can influence public discourse and shape the priorities of
local governments (McCombs & Shaw, 1972). By highlighting
specific issues or concerns, the media can steer public attention
toward matters that require immediate attention or policy action
(Borah, 2011). For instance, investigative reports on environmental
hazards or infrastructure deficiencies can prompt local authorities to
take corrective measures (Vivian, 2013). In this way, media serves as
a bridge between the government and citizens, ensuring that the
concerns of the public are addressed by local authorities, thus
enhancing governance responsiveness (Coleman, 2012).

Moreover, media's role in fostering citizen participation in local
governance is pivotal for ensuring that government policies and
decisions align with the needs and aspirations of the community.
Through its role as an information provider, media offers citizens
access to crucial information about local government activities,
policies, and initiatives (Kramp et al., 2016). This information access
is essential for empowering citizens to engage actively in the
governance process by participating in public meetings, voicing
concerns, and providing feedback (Coleman, 2012). Media outlets
also create public forums through editorials, opinion pieces, and talk
shows where citizens can discuss local issues, share their
perspectives, and interact with government officials, thereby
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promoting civic engagement (Besley & Burgess, 2002). Media can
also serve as a platform for mobilizing citizens around specific
causes or initiatives, fostering community activism and collaboration
(Powers & Vera-Bedolla, 2012). However, it is important to
acknowledge that media's influence on public discourse and
engagement is not without challenges, as issues of bias,
sensationalism, and misinformation can hinder the quality of public
discourse and engagement (Vivian, 2013).

The effectiveness of media in strengthening local government is
closely intertwined with the state of the local media landscape. The
ownership and control of local media outlets can significantly impact
their editorial independence and their ability to scrutinize local
government actions objectively (McChesney, 1999). Media
ownership patterns can either enhance or undermine the media's role
as a watchdog and promoter of accountability (Powers & Vera-
Bedolla, 2012). Besides, financial constraints and political
interference influence the vibrant and independent local media
environment (Carpini & Keeter, 1996; Hallin & Mancini, 2004). In
the 21st century, the synergy between media and local government
remains vital for building resilient and responsive communities.

A Synthesis of Studies on Local Government in Bangladesh :

Local government in Bangladesh has been a subject of extensive
research and study due to its significance in the country's governance
structure and development. These studies collectively shed light on
various aspects of local government, its challenges, and the role it
plays in shaping the nation's socio-political landscape. This synthesis
provides a concise overview of key findings and insights from these
studies:

1. Local Government Structure and Functionality:
Researchers such as Rahman (2012) and Ahmed (2017) have
examined the structure and functionality of local government
in Bangladesh. They highlight the importance of Union
Parishads, Upazila Parishads, and City Corporations as key
local governance bodies. These studies reveal that while these
institutions have the potential to enhance local development

bt | Role of Media for Strengthening Local Government in Bangladesh : A Qualitative Study

and service delivery, their effectiveness is often hampered by
issues such as resource constraints, bureaucratic red tape, and
political interference.

2. Relationship between Media and Local Governance : in
their studies of Zafarullah and Howlader (2008) and Islam
(2016) argue that media acts as a vital bridge between local
governments and citizens. Media outlets play a significant role
in disseminating information, holding local officials
accountable, and fostering citizen participation. However,
challenges such as financial constraints and threats to
journalists' safety (Kabir, 2017) can impede the media's
effectiveness in promoting transparency and accountability.

3. Corruption and Accountability : Corruption within local
government institutions has been a recurring concern in studies
conducted by Hussain (2017) and Alam (2019). These studies
uncover instances of corruption, embezzlement, and
mismanagement within local governments. They underscore
the importance of investigative journalism and media exposure
in curbing corrupt practices and promoting accountability.

4. Citizen Engagement and Participation : Ahmed (2020) and
Islam & Biswas (2014) delve into the concept of citizen
engagement and participation in local governance. They argue
that citizen participation is essential for local governments to
be responsive and representative. Media, through various
platforms and forums, plays a pivotal role in mobilizing
citizens, fostering discussion, and encouraging active
participation in local decision-making processes.

5. Digitalization and Access to Information : The role of digital
media in enhancing local governance is explored by Rahman
(2016). This study highlights the impact of digitalization on
expanding the reach and accessibility of local news in
Bangladesh. The availability of information through online
platforms has empowered citizens to engage with government
information more conveniently, contributing to greater
transparency and awareness.
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6. Challenges and Threats to Local Governance : Challenges
such as political interference, bureaucratic hurdles, and
financial constraints are recurrent themes in studies by Hasan
(2018) and Chowdhury (2019). These challenges hinder the
efficient functioning of local government institutions and can
erode public trust. Political influence, in particular, poses a
significant threat to the independence and effectiveness of
local governments.

7. Decentralization and Governance : Research indicates that
decentralization efforts in Bangladesh have aimed to bring
government closer to the people, enhance local autonomy, and
improve service delivery (Bashar et al., 2012; Choudhury et
al., 2015). However, challenges persist in translating
decentralization policies into effective local governance.
Administrative capacity, political interference, and a lack of
resources often hinder the ability of local governments to
fulfill their mandates (Hossain, 2016).

8. Service Delivery and Development : Studies consistently
emphasize the importance of local government in service
delivery, particularly in rural areas where access to basic
services remains a challenge (Begum & Choudhury, 2019;
Hasan & Mahmood, 2017). Local governments are responsible
for key sectors such as education, healthcare, and
infrastructure. Ensuring the equitable distribution of resources
and services across regions remains a priority.

In conclusion, studies on local government in Bangladesh reveal a
complex landscape marked by opportunities and challenges. While
local government structures hold the potential for promoting
development and service delivery at the grassroots level, issues like
corruption, political interference, and resource constraints continue
to pose significant hurdles. Therefore, more studies are needed
addressing these challenges and fostering a robust partnership
between media and local government for building responsive and
resilient communities in Bangladesh.
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The objectives of the current research are : i) to reveal the
stakeholders’ perception of current practicing role of the local media
towards the local government institutions and ii) to determine what
changes in common practices of media can improve the perceptions
of local government institutions specifically the union parishads
among citizens, donors, and policy makers.

Methodology :

This study employed a quantitative approach to reveal the answer
research questions like how do media collect and publicize news
about LG ?; What is the level of satisfaction and dissatisfaction by
local authorities with the coverage of their activities by media?;
What could be done to improve the relationship between media and
LG?, and to strengthen the local government institution e.g. Union
Parishads, what steps could be taken by local media?

In this study, for collecting data total 30 samples were selected for
interview. These samples were chosen by using purposive method
keeping in mind some selective criterion like number of times
elected as UP chairmen and members; journalists and media
professionals who are experienced in reporting on local governance
issues in different media for a substantive (at least five years) period
of time. For keeping the reliability of the research, respondent were
interviewed twice keeping at least six months gap between the
interviews. The breakdown of the respondents’ number is as follows:

Group Type of Status of No. of Reasons for choosing the respondents
of respondent respondents | respondents
respond-
ents

1 Local UP chairman 10 They are people's representative
Government members of Union Parishads, chosen
Representativ on the basis purposive sampling
e method.
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2 Local University 5 They were selected in order to
Government | professors, understand the research problem more
Experts LG comprehensively. This group of
researchers, respondents comprises the group of
NGO specialists, researchers and university
professionals professors. Thus, they were considered
relevant sources of information on
research problem
3 National Senior 10 They were selected in order to
Journalist reporters and understand what practical realities they
journalists of face when they go for any reporting on
national LG issues when they decide about
dailies, topics of LG reports and when they
weeklies, TV assign local reporters for collecting
and radio LG information. This group of
stations population is also selected on the basis
of purposive method.
4 Local Corresponde- 5 They were selected in order to
Journalist nts of understand what practical realities
different local reports face during collecting
newspapers reports from local levels, how local
and media, citizens react when journalists go to
based at them for collecting LG data and also
districts, to know the relation between local
UPZ and UP journalists and local government
levels representatives. This group of
population is also selected on the basis
of purposive method.

For this study, a Semi-structured interview questionnaire was
prepared containing 10-12 questions focusing on Demographic,
Knowledge, Opinion, Feeling questions In the interview question in
particular, the following themes were referred :

i. the source that media use collecting and publicizing local
government stories
ii. the level of satisfaction or dissatisfaction by local
authorities with the coverage of their activities by the
media
iii. the level of satisfaction or dissatisfaction by the news
media with information provided by the local authorities
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iv. How does the negative placement of LG in Media help in
creating negative mindset of the policy makers?

v. Ways of improving the local government and media
relationship suggested by the respondents

Information from interviews were collected on audiotapes that were
edited, summarized and coded to come up with clear understandable
statements and conclusions. Descriptive data and evidence relating to
each research question were classified into distinctive classes based
on their common qualitative characteristics. Later the results were
discussed in a narrative manner.

Data Analyses :

In order to get a clearer view about the research objectives the
researcher interviewed the local government experts and policy
makers, chief journalists, spokesperson from the LG representatives
for getting their opinions on some specific questions. These
responses helped the researcher to understand how media collect LG
related news and how LG related news contribute in the policy
reform process.

Responses from LG representatives :

In this study, during the interviews LG representatives shared
practical realities they face in UP areas in terms of communicating
with journalists, mobilizing media for publishing any news etc.

During the interview the LG representatives were asked the
following questions :

a. Do you know how media collect news about local
government?

b. Do you think media properly publicize local government
news?

c.  When any new policy/agenda arrives, do the media help you
to know details about it?

d. Do you have any success story that was publicized by
media?



GO “fegry ZNPHHTE wiie | vo

e. What is the level of your satisfaction / dissatisfaction with
the coverage of their activities by media?
f. Do you have any recommendations about media?

In their response some participants (N=3) comments that the Local

journalists are not communicative and generally the Journalists do
not interact with the LG representatives. In response to the question
whether media properly publicize local government news, the LG
representatives (N= 8) said journalists are not interested about
positive news on LG rather they are interested about political news
especially news about elections and disbursing reliefs. In this regard
few representatives made some interesting comments. Like a UP
chairman (S=7) said, “Journalists are fond of making a sensation by
publishing negative news on UP and UP chairmen”. S=3 mentioned
that, “Money talk at the local level — if we don’t spend money no
news will be published. It is a win-win game, if we make journalists
happy, they will make us happy” and S=9 said, “LG — Media
behaves in such a way that it seems they are stepbrothers.” Some of
the respondents also mentioned that “Journalists like to highlight
local administration and politicians rather than LG representatives as
they get incentives from them so there is a ‘give and take’ business
here”.

Next respondent (S= 8) commented by being a bit emotional. "Yes,
LG is negatively represented in the media. For this reason LG is not
trusted by the general public. Media covers mostly negative news
and there are LG representatives who are engaged in corruption.
However, there are cases where putting political colour and twisted
representation of LG representatives which are intentional. Say, they
make news about the theft of wheat by UP chairs, but for each UP
chair only a small amount (20 tons) of wheat is allocated which costs
only 20,000 taka ... this is not a big news ... they overwhelm the
news. Besides, LG representatives do not have much power. A small
amount of authority is given to the UP chairs. Most of the time, they
remain busy with less challenging activities like birth registration,
cleaning, sanitation, etc. Let me share my example, in my case,
though I was the first UP chair to arrange ambulances for the people
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in my locality, the media did not cover what I did. It was not that
journalists did not know about it. There were journalists who took
advantage of the ambulance, and yet they did not cover the news.
Other UP chairs might have taken the similar kinds of initiatives if
the media had publicized this.”

A number of recommendations came out from LG representatives in
order to resolve the communication gap between LG representatives
and journalists. In this regard S=2 suggested organizing LG — Media
dialogue for building a better relationship. LG representatives do not
access any database containing information about journalists and
media professionals, according to S=9. But with a complaining tone
S=10 mentioned, “Many newspapers and media don’t have LG
related assigned journalists, reporters”. Nevertheless, LG
representatives demanded combined training for journalists and LG
representatives. In this regard S=4 said, “Journalists don’t have
adequate training on LG reporting. Adequate training should be
provided for journalists." And S=7 said, “MoLGRD&C, NILG
should arrange joint (LG and Media) training and capacity-building
initiatives so that both sectors can be informed about the realities”.

Opinions from LG experts, LG advocates and policy makers :

The researcher interviewed LG experts, advocates, and policymakers
to understand media's role towards local government institutions of
Bangladesh and suggest ways to enhance their effectiveness. LG
experts, LG advocate policy makers were asked the following
questions :

a) What is your opinion about media's role in LG/UP?

b) Do you think media frames LG/UP properly?

c) As a policy maker, how do media influence you? Do you
collect information from media and be biased as media
reports or you use other sources to justify the information?

d) In your opinion what role media should play in LG policy
reform?

e) Do you think, can media play agenda setting role? how?

f) What could be the ways of improving the local government
and media relationship?
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In their responses, most of the interviewed experts, advocates and
policy makers (N=5) responded that media actually can play a
significant role in collecting and disseminating LG related news and
information. In response to a question whether media frames LG
issues properly or not, few respondents (N=4) mentioned that media
frames LG negatively and more interested in disclosing publicly
about LG representative’s personal lives rather than LG activities,
good initiatives, positive news. Some of the respondents (N=4) told
“UP is seen as a weak tier of LG, so media prefers to frame LG
negatively and publicize negative news for getting readers’
attention”. For this type of negative framing of LG news, they also
think there are some influences from local MPs and administration,
which media counts significantly during framing any news related to
LG. Another respondent said (S=12), “There is no negative news ...
what has got the news value that comes into the news. But news
published in the Media helps in policy making. But the main thing is,
there are restrictions and obstacles in the system that do not let the
LG to perform properly.” Some of the respondents (N=3)
commented that “It is a nexus — MPs, Local administration, all want
weak LG so that it can be governed easily”. Some other respondents
(N=3) commented that — “LG and UPs are dominated by MPs in
such a way that they can’t function properly” and “LG is not local
and it is not a government as they don’t have enough budget and
autonomy”’.

When the LG experts and policymakers were asked questions like
‘how do media influence them? and do they collect information
from media and be biased as media reports or do they use other
sources to justify the information?’ All respondents (N=5) told that
LG experts, MPs, Donors and Policymakers are influenced by media
reports and this reflect in planning, designing, and implementing any
LG-related projects, programs and LG related policy works. In
response to a question whether media can play agenda setting role, a
number of respondents (N=5) mentioned positively that media can
play agenda setting role by disseminating different success stories,
case studies and also by sharing recommendations and way forwards
on LG.
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In response to the last question “What could be the ways of
improving the local government and media relationship?” the
respondents offered a number of recommendations. One respondent
(S=14) commented, “LG representatives must stop activities that
generate controversy. They must show the required accountability
and transparency in their activities. They must identify the loopholes
in their activities and try to minimize them. Besides they must try
how to benefit the mass population... they have to practice more
positive activities. They have to take proactive initiatives. Journalists
must also ensure a positive image of LG by covering constructive
news without bias. To make sure that the news they publish is
beneficial to the country's population, they have to know how to
prioritize it. They need to improve their skills.”

By highlighting the needs of training for the journalists another
respondent (S=15) commented, “ in our country specialized reporting
has not developed yet. For quality reporting both an academic
background and training are needed. There is an overwhelming
tendency for journalists to focus on corruption, personal details of
the UP chairs, but they do not know how to make a news report on
LG. Journalists need extensive training for this. In fact, there should
be a change in the typical topics of discussion about LG. Again,
there are projects that do not allow journalists to create news
independently.”

Some other insightful recommendations were also come out from the
LG experts and policymakers on how to increase LG related news
coverage in media, how to increase positive news on LG, how to
communicate LG related news and information to LG experts,
policymakers and how to influence them through policy related news
of LG. (N=4) recommended that different newspapers and media
houses can assign LG related reporters and journalists to cover
interviews of LG experts and policymakers. For strengthening the
relationship between LG and other stakeholders (N=5) suggested to
organize LG — Media dialogue for obtaining advice and reform ideas
from LG experts, policymakers. Besides (N=4) suggested that LG
experts and policy makers can be invited to visit successful LG
projects, model UPs and activities so that they can share their
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opinion in the policy formulation process. For bridging the gap,
(N=2) suggested that LG representatives (UP chairmen) should
interact with LG experts and policymakers and keep them updated
about their good initiatives, so they can communicate that
information in important forums. (N=2) emphasized the necessity of
a database of policymakers, donors, MPs, and specialists in LG.
Almost all respondents (N=5) recommended significantly that
MoLGRD&C and NILG should arrange training programs for media
and LG representatives where LG experts and policymakers can be
invited as resource speakers, through this initiative capacity building
will be done properly.

Opinions from Chief Journalists and Media Analysts :
Chief journalists were asked the following questions :

a) How do media collect LG/UP related news and prepare report
on that?

b) Do you think these kinds of reports could influence
policymakers and donors? Why or why not?

c¢) Do you think media needs training and capacity building
support for performing their roles?

In response to the question, ‘How do media collect LG/UP related
news and prepare report on that?’, the respondents (N=7) said that
recently every news and media production house gave importance to
the news collected from remote areas than the news from the capital
city. However, until now, no special incentives have not been offered
to local journalists for collecting news about local government. In
this regard one respondent (S=20) said, “Not only LG but in all
sectors, news that can create public sensation is published. Human
taste has changed a lot. Any news about corruption, irregularity,
abnormal behaviour or happenings etc. gets viral now a days. People
want to watch and listen to these and that’s why we prioritize these
kinds of news.”

In response to the question “Do you think these kinds of reports
could influence policymakers and donors?”” The respondents shared
some interesting and insightful information. For example, one
respondent (S=26) shared, “the donors mainly collect news using
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two sources: i) from media specially from newspapers and ii) from
local NGO who share news about the LG as a summary. Having
screened this information, the donor group makes a decision. Thus,
donors' groups are more or less influenced by LG compliance, good
governance practices, and malpractice.”

However, by bringing an analogy a respondent (S=28) said, “in the
present structure of Bangladesh, the LG has a limited scope for work.
But it is not impossible to reform the LG structure and remove
corruption. For this purpose, effective planning is essential. For
instance, a framework can be developed to distribute relief to the
poor and marginalized. This framework should include high
officials, local officers, journalists, and the UP chairs. In this
framework journalists will play the role of a watchdog to minimize
the chances of corruption at any stage of the procedure.”

Spacific role ghven to Local Governments Laesl monitaring tesm

Media to play watchdog role by
reporting on any irnegularities,
carruptions ate

Figure: Model Framework
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Findings :

The following findings derived from the data presented in the
analyses part. Through the findings of the study, answers to the
research questions are addressed.

a)

b)

d)

There is a communication gap among the journalists and the
LG representatives. Media covers just about some specific
news about the Local Government institutions and therefore,
the real picture of Union Parishads remain hidden from the
public eye.

LG's negative media coverage and intentional twisted
representation foster public distrust and prevent local Union
Parishad representatives from establishing credibility with
the populace. Because of this, even worthwhile endeavors
often fall flat with the public.

LG representatives recommended a dialogue between LG
and journalists to address communication gaps. They
emphasized the need for a database of information about
journalists and media professionals, and demanded
combined training for journalists and LG representatives.
They also suggested joint training and capacity-building
initiatives for both sectors. Similar suggestions have come
from LG experts and policy makers. They emphasized the
need for a database of LG policymakers, donors, MPs, and
specialists. They recommended MoLGRD&C and NILG to
organize training programs for the media and LG
representatives.

Most experts, advocates, and policy makers believe media
plays a crucial role in collecting and disseminating LG-
related news and information. However, some respondents
argue that media often frames LG negatively, focusing on
personal lives of LG representatives rather than LG activities
or initiatives. This negative framing is occasionally
influenced by local MPs and administration. While media
helps in policy making, there are restrictions and obstacles in
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g)

h)

the system that hinder LG's performance. Some respondents
believe that the system is dominated by MPs, limiting LG's
budget and autonomy.

Media reports influence LG experts, MPs, donors, and
policymakers in planning, designing, and implementing
projects and programs. Respondents positively suggest
media can play an agenda setting role by disseminating
success stories, case studies, and recommendations.

Both the LG representatives and the local journalists can
contribute to the improvement of their relationship by taking
a few initiatives. LG representatives are expected to reduce
controversial activities, demonstrate accountability and
transparency, identify loopholes, and benefit the mass
population. Furthermore, journalists are encouraged to
engage in positive activities, take proactive initiatives, and
cover constructive news without bias. Prioritizing and
improving skills is also suggested.

Journalists in the country need extensive training for quality
reporting, as specialized reporting has not yet developed.

To strengthen the LG , increasing media coverage of LG-
related news specially promoting positive news, covering
interviews of the stakeholders of the LG, organizing media
dialogues, inviting experts to visit successful projects, and
keeping LG representatives updated about each other’s
initiatives and success stories are highly recommended by
LG experts and policy makers.

No special incentives are offered to the journalist for
collecting local government news. Therefore, a common
tendency has grown up among local journalist to collect and
publicize viral news about corruption, irregularities, and
abnormal behavior.
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Recommendations:
The following recommendations are derived from the present study :

1) LG journalists & media professionals forum needs to be
formed so that regular LG — Media dialogue could be
organized for relationship building

2) Directory and database of LG representatives and contact
information of media houses, LG journalists and media
professionals needs to be developed

3) Adequate training on LG reporting should be provided to
journalists and media representatives. MoLGRD&C, NILG
can arrange joint (LG - Media) training and capacity-building
initiatives so that both sectors be informed about the practical
realities

4) Newspapers and media houses should assign LG related
reporters and journalists to cover LG news. LG related success
stories should be publicized in print and electronic media so
that LG representatives are motivated to perform their duties

5) Journalists and media professionals should be invited to visit
successful UPs for better understanding on LG functions,
challenges and opportunities. LG representatives (UP
chairmen) should interact with journalists on a regular basis
and keep them updated about their good initiatives and
challenges they face.

6) Authority should be given to LG representative to perform
more activities so that they may increase their capacity to serve
the people. Representatives of LG must cease practicing
corruption, malpractices, and other allegations frequently
raised against them. In their activities, they must demonstrate
accountability and transparency. They must identify loopholes
in their activities and try to minimize them. Moreover, they
should strive to benefit the mass population and achieve
trustworthiness.

7) Journalists must also ensure a positive image of LG by
covering constructive news without bias. To make sure that the
news they publish is beneficial to the country's population,
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they have to know how to prioritize it. They need to improve
their skills.

8) Specialized news reporting needs to be developed. For quality
reporting both an academic background and training are
needed. That is why students with relevant academic
background must be encouraged to work in this sector.
Journalists tend to focus on corruption and personal details
about UP chairs. Most of the local journalists do not know how
to make a news report on LG. Journalists need extensive
training on how to report and what to report on. Journalists
must not focus on their popularity but on the real development
of the country.

9) In order to strengthen local government, effective planning is
essential. The inclusion of high officials, local officers,
journalists, and UP chairs in the plan may create a positive
vibe about LG among citizens, donors, and policymakers.
Nevertheless, journalists must act as watchdogs in the planning
to minimize corruption.

Conclusion :

Media is seen as a vital tool to ensure local government
accountability and efficacy by bridging the information gap between
officials and representatives of regional areas. In Bangladesh, a
strong and positive relationship between media and local government
is essential for making local government more accountable,
transparent, and enhancing public participation in local government
issues. Through this study various stakeholders, including UP
representatives, LG experts, journalists, and media professionals,
have suggested various strategies for improving existing
relationships between local government and media. These include
joint exposure visits, creating databases of LG representatives,
organizing training and capacity-building initiatives, publicizing
success stories, assigning reporters, providing adequate training on
LG reporting, organizing dialogues, inviting journalists to visit
successful UPs, investing in journalists, and updating journalists
regularly about good news and challenges faced by LG
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representatives. This study may play a significant role in bringing
forth fresh ideas and insights about how a positive impression on
local government in the media can inspire influential stakeholders,
encouraging policy dialogues and formulating better policies for
Bangladesh's local government.
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