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Promoting Child Rights as Human Rights of Exploited Children

Prof. Ishrat Shamim
President, Centre for Women and Children Studies
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Red Heart Campaign Meeting
toPramote Child Rights

Child sexual abuse and exploitation are issues of grave

concern. However, it is underreported due to its
clandestine nature and being associated with shame
and social stigma. Furthermore, children are afraid to
speak out fearing disbelief and retribution. Sometimes
the perpetrators try to cover up the situation by falsely
accusing the abused child. Child sexual abuse and
exploitation are driven by multiple factors including
poverty, patriarchal norms that support violence
against women and girls, child marriage, exclusion
from education, rural-urban migration, criminal
activities, and cultural norms which are part of the
wider context of discrimination and neglect towards

children.

Children are victims of commercial sexual exploitation
when they end up on the streets due to poverty, family
breakdown, domestic violence, missing or trafficked.
It is estimated that there are more than 600,000 street
children living in Bangladesh, 75 percent of them
living in Dhaka city. Often separated from their

families, many of these children migrate to the cities in
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search of a livelihood. Their work may range from
street vending, rag picking, metal work, and transport
work, to dealing in drugs. Deprived of their basic
rights to health, food and education, street children are
particularly

susceptible to manipulation, drug

addiction, abuse, and exploitation, including
commercial sexual exploitation (Bangladesh Institute
of Development Studies, 2004, ‘Street children in
Bangladesh: A socio economic analysis,” Dhaka,

BIDS).

Child victim protection serves as a critical means of
preventing further exploitation and victimization,
including the risk of re-trafficking. It is also intimately
tied to a trafficking victim’s access to justice, as well
as to perpetrators being brought to justice. Protective
factors promote well-being and reduce the risk of
negative outcomes. Protection offers critical
interventions to end trafficking exploitation as well as
to support and assist victims to recover after their
traumatic experiences, and to reintegrate into their

families, communities, and society at large.
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The reintegration of sexually abused, exploited and

trafficked children is pertinent when trafficked
children are either rescued within the country or
repatriated. Core component of a comprehensive
response to trafficking starts from identification,
referral, assistance, and reintegration of trafficking
victims. Family plays a crucial role in a child’s
support, therefore, the key of successful reintegration
of a child is an organization’s ability to know how to

motivate families and communities.

Centre for Women and Children Studies (CWCS) is
entrusted to lead the task on Child rights promotion
and protection: awareness-raising, education and
information as one of the consortium partner in Novel
Strategies to Fight Child Sexual Exploitation and
Human Trafficking Crimes and Protect their Victims —
HEROES project which is funded by the European
Commission (EC) Brussels and managed by
Universidad Complutense de Madrid (UCM), Madrid,
Spain.

In this context, Centre for Women and Children
Studies had launched the Red Heart Campaign to
Promote Child Rights of Sexually Abused, Exploited
and Trafficked Children on 30 July 2022. The mission
is to promote child rights and protect children from
sexual abuse, exploitation and trafficking both offline
and online and we envision to have a world free from
child abuse, exploitation and trafficking where
children can grow up happy, healthy and safe. We
organized 5 Stakeholder Meetings to Promote Child
Rights of Sexually Abused, Exploited and Trafficked
Children with INGOs and NGOs, young men and

women, university students and faculty members,

social workers, and parents who are in close contact
with children or work with child rights issues. For
wider dissemination, we also organized awareness
raising campaign meetings with grassroots level
women CBOs, national NGOs, youth groups and other
child rights activists.

To make the Red Heart Campaign to Promote Child
Rights more interactive and visible, we launched the
Red Heart Campaign Network on 1 February 2023 to
carry forward the mission of the campaign. The main
aim is to create active collaboration and participation
among child rights activists, researchers, social
workers, youth groups, policy planners, media
personnel, law enforcing agencies and other key
stakeholders. We succeeded in getting responses from
home and abroad, and presently we have about 135
network members. We are regularly exchanging and
sharing each other’s initiatives on child rights issues
through our Red Heart Campaign Bulletin and
organizing webinars. We are learning from each other
the changing scenario of child abuse and exploitation
worldwide as well as good practices, for example the
issue of online child sexual exploitation and how to
keep children safe online which is a problem hardly

been discussed openly.

On the eve of the Launching of the Red Heart
Campaigm to Promote Child Rights, Prof. Ishrat
Shamim declared, “We call upon all to join our Red
Heart Campaign movement: Let us put our hearts
together to save children from sexual abuse,
exploitation and trafficking, and we believe from the

core of our hears that we can protect our children.”
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“To deny people their human rights is to challenge their very

humanity.” — Nelson Mandela
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Article 19 of the UN’s Universal Declaration of Human
Rights reads: “Everyone has the right to freedom of
opinion and expression; this right includes freedom to
hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive
and impart information and ideas through any media
[emphasis added] and regardless of frontiers”. States still
have the power to decide what government information
should be public or protected, but it is widely understood
that freedom of expression and freedom of speech are
entwined with a free media/press”.
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