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A Flashback : English in. Primary Education

Mahbubur Rahman

Assistant Specialist, NAPE

The colonial period is solely liable for the
widespread usage of English in Bangladesh and its
inclusion into academic curricula. The British
Colony was the first contact phase between the
English and the natives of the Indian subcontinent.
The British left in 1947, yet the inhabitants of this
region still inherit the heritage of British colonial
practices and beliefs, including the English
language. Three distinct = well-established
educational systems were found in India by the
British: the 'Aryan' system predominant in the
north, the 'Dravidyan' system in the south, and the

recommended that primary education for the
masses be prioritized. The provincial government
was supposed to provide it, extend it, and improve
it. The Hunter Board of Education's
recommendations backed Lord Curzon's 1904
resolution, which affirmed that efficient extension
of primary education was one of the essential
obligations of the state. Later, Sergent's report of
1944 called for free, compulsory, and universal
education for children between the ages of six to
fourteen.
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English in Bangladesh as a Part of the Indian
Subcontinent

Christian Missionaries from British were the first
to promote English in India, establishing missions
and Christian schools in India. The East India
Company urged them to enhance the use of
English in 1698. Charles Grant's Charter of 1793
also inspired them to teach English in India and
reform the moral structure of Indian society. In
1795, the Rajas of Tanjore and Marwar founded an
English medium school by Reverend Swartz.

On 7 March 1835, Governor General Lord
William Bentinck accepted Thomas Macaulay's
cause of English teaching and learning. Macaulay's
Minute of 1835 sought to reframe policy regarding
the medium, declaring English to be the language
"best worth knowing" and "most useful to our
native subjects.” It also revealed a proposal to
build a college in Dhaka.

Sir Charles Wood's Despatch (1854) revised the
refined education policy of Macaulay.The Hunter
Education Commission was appointed in 1882 to
investigate the principles of Despatch Reports and

English in Pre-Independent Bangladesh

On 14 August 1947, after independence, English
became a language of communication, allowing
contact between the multilingual communities of
Pakistan. At the time of partition, English was the
official language of Pakistan, and it was taught as
a compulsory subject in both primary and
secondary schools. The status of English was the
second language due to the increasing importance
of communication and functional purposes. Later,
in 1956, Pakistan's constitution (article 214)
clarified that English would be the official
language for the next twenty years. As a result,
English emerged the second language in the
government and non government offices. As for
the academic curriculum, it was taught as a subject
in Bengali medium schools from classes 3 to 10.

English in Independent Bangladesh

The mission of the new government after
liberation was to rebuild the 'English language
teaching and learning System.' Article 3 of the
constitution of Bangladesh, adopted in 1972,
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recognized Bangla as the official language of the
country. Regarding a discrepancy between Bangla
and English versions, section 153(2) of the
Constitution also prioritized Bangla. In 1971, due
to the strong sentiment of patriotism of the people,
Bangla gained greater prestige in all areas of
society, especially in education. The status of
English was not mentioned. As a result, English
automatically switched from a second to a foreign
language. (Hamid & Baldauf, 2014).

® In 1972, the first (Kudrat E Khuda) education
commission was formed. The English language
was given priority as a foreign language to be
taught from class 6. According to this

commission, English
was introduced as a
foreign language
from classes 6 to 12.
® In 1976, the national
curricula and syllabus
committee (English
Teaching Taskforce
Commission) was

formed, and according to
their recommendations,
English was made
compulsory from class 3 or
class 6 (depending on the
availability of English
teachers) up to class 12.
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® In 1986, another decision was
made according to the recommendations of
the Bangladesh  National Education
Commission. Class 3 was recommended
starting point for English language education,
whereas class 6 was a uniform starting point
for English language education.

® In 1991, following the recommendation of the
National Curriculum Committee, English was
introduced in class 3 as a compulsory subject.

® In 1992, a significant decision was made,
English was introduced as a compulsory
subject from class 1.

® In 2000, emphasis was given to learning

English  from  primary school, as
recommended by the National Education
Policy.

@® In 2003, National Education Commission set
the goal to familiarize students with the
English language as a foreign language and
organize overseas training for the trainers of
the Primary Teachers' Training Institute (PTI)
and National Academy for Primary Education
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(NAPE), as well as local training for all school
teachers to improve English education. It also
emphasized rebuilding the overall English
language curriculum.

® In 2010, National Education Policy, English
was recognized as an essential tool for
establishing a knowledge-based society.

® In 2021, the National Curriculum Framework
designated English as a foreign language in
Bangladesh; the curriculum of English must
keep a  harmonious balance between a
concentration on real-life application and
knowledge of the situations.

In Bangladesh, English is currently taught as a
compulsory subject at the primary level and

the status of English is a foreign
language. It is also taught from class 1

among 6-years-old
learners (Rahman &
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