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Students' Assessment Practices in
Primary Education during the COVID-19

Mohammad Abu Bakar Siddik
Assistant Specialist, NAPE

Since the outbreak of the COVID-19 in 2020, the pandemic has disrupted the education system
worldwide, and severely affected the most vulnerable and marginalised learners. More than 1.6 billion
children could not attend in-person classroom activities for months (UNESCO, 2021), which has been
considered a major disruption in education systems in a century. This worsened situation compelled the
educational authorities to think about alternative ways in continuing education during the school closures.
Most education providers transformed their education systems to online or blended learning or remote
learning to address the learning crisis (Daniel, 2020). Despite having many challenges, remote learning or
online teaching was the most viable solution during that time to minimize student's learning loss.

In Bangladesh, like other countries, in-person activities of schools and educational institutions have been
temporarily suspended for around two years - since March, 2020 to control the spread of COVID-19. The
immediate direct impact of the long-term school closure was the discontinuation from learning of around
36.8 million children (MoE, 2020). To engage the primary students through central distant learning
mechanisms, the government has taken some quick initiatives, like- developing remote learning contents
and rolling out lessons through four platforms: Electronic Media, Radio, Mobile and online (MoPME,
2020). The state-run 'Shangshad Bangladesh Television' has started broadcasting the primary textbook
contents from April 7, 2020. Besides, radio-based "Ghore Bose Shikhi" programme, to reach more
students who do not have television facilities, has started through 'Bangladesh Betar' since 12 August
2020.

The school teachers and field-level education officers made tremendous efforts to teach students through
online using the Google Meet platform, and also distribute worksheets to them with the best care during
this pandemic under the guidance of the Ministry of Primary and Mass Education. It is observed that the
school teachers faced challenges, like— getting support in online teaching, internet coverage, grading and
assessing students' learning progress. The aforesaid remote learning interventions were made during this
pandemic to continue education, but there were no specific guidelines given by the authority to check the
students' learning progress how the remote learning programmes support students. The students'
assessment was a grey area during that time, which is a crucial issue for students, teachers and authorities
to redesign the teaching-learning activities (Rahman and Siddik, 2022).

Assessment is a crucial factor in the learning process where students demonstrate their abilities and
identify the areas for further progress (Amelung et al., 2011), as well as an important process of
collecting and interpreting educational information from students by teachers to reward a grade (Brink &
Lautenbach, 2011). The COVID-19 provided a catalyst to rethink assessment strategies in education. It
suggests a need for a fresh look at flexible forms of assessment; covering terminal examinations, teacher
assessment of learning and assessment in a remote learning. A central comprehensive planning is
required to identify appropriate ways for assessments in remote learning, so that teachers can effectively
track student learning progress, especially students who are behind the class level, provide remedial
supports, and are aware of students' learning gaps. But, the Bangladeshi primary school teachers adopted
different strategies and developed diversified assessment tools by themselves to evaluate the learning
progress during the pandemic.

During the school closure, the primary students are supposed to attend the "Ghore Boshe Shikhi"
educational programme while they are staying at home. The students of grades III to V are expected to do
homework after participating the classes through a remote platform, particularly TV, and submitting it to
their subject-teachers once schools reopen. Most of the students showed their completed homework to
their respective teachers, and the teachers reviewed their homework and evaluated giving comments. The
grading on the homework assignments have been considered as a part of students' formative assessment.

Moreover, considering the issue of inclusiveness- reaching all children, the teachers distributed printed
worksheets to millions of students across the country. The worksheets were developed as for both




learning and assessment tools following the NCTB textbooks. In most cases, the class teachers distributed
these worksheets during home-visit, and guardians also collected those from school in some cases. This
worksheet distribution programme acted as a communication tool with the students during the pandemic.
The teachers asked students to do the worksheet-related activities following the TV/Radio/Google Meet
classes, and submitted those worksheets after every fortnight. The classroom teachers checked and graded
those worksheets and gave oral feedback in-person or over the phone for further improvement. Another
technique 'Using textbook as a worksheet" was used during that time, especially for the students of grades
I to III as most of the activities were given as worksheet formatted in the textbooks. This technique did
not consider earlier as a part of assessment tools in our country. The teachers asked students to work on
the activities using pen/pencil given in the textbook, and submitted it to their respective subject teachers.
The teachers evaluated those making written comments. This technique was cost-saving and created an
opportunity to make students relate with the textbooks during the pandemic; it also helped the teachers
support the early grade students in achieving their basic literacy and numeracy skills.

Furthermore, some teachers prepared questionnaires at the end of the academic cycle, and administered
those questionnaires during home-visit. It is noted that this action was taken by local teachers in some
areas, which was not encouraged by the authority later due to health safety issue. However, the teachers
used that test data to promote the students to the next classes.

Again, some expert teachers were able to conduct e-assessment which means using the ICT to manage
and record students' responses and provide feedback. This technique was used for grade IV to V students
while they participated in Google Meet classes. The advanced teachers used online quizzes using
different apps like- Google Forms, Kahoot at the end of the session to check student's learning. It was
reported that some students even sent the answers to their teachers after the online sessions using
Facebook Messenger or WhatsApp. The teachers used these students' evaluation data as part of the
formative assessment.

Different types of mechanisms and assessment tools were administered across
the country during the pandemic as a part of formative assessment which
required a standard guideline to maintain uniformity across the country. Most
of the teachers shared that they faced problems in evaluating worksheets,
homework and other assignments as there was no assessment rubric that they
would follow. Activity-wise assessment rubrics focusing leaning competencies
and a generic grading template need to be developed to remove biases and
maintain the validity and reliability of the assessment process.

The assessment plans constantly changed during the pandemic as the teachers
made efforts continuously aligned with the curriculum objectives. This
challenging period created the opportunity for classroom teachers to apply
different assessment tools countrywide as a part of formative assessment,
which was also a new experience for some teachers and students. On the other
hand, it was impossible to change mindsets about formative assessment
quickly as teachers and students have encountered mainly written examinations
as an indicator of academic achievements. However, this pandemic opened a
new window for us to rethink alternative ways of student assessment; and it is
believed that these experiences will support the teachers and concerned
educational authorities to implement the new primary curriculum where the formative assessment was
emphasized mostly.
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