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Bangabandhu ‘Dhan 100 farming
lucrative, large-scale usage by 2025

Roviing Covresposident

Bangabandbn Dlan 100, vented by
Bangladesh Rice Reseorch Inatinate
(HRRL) in Clasipusr will bit the ebds by
next 2025 in full swing. Zine enriched,
non-arnatic and fine rice will capture
e market for 8 quality and medic-
il potentinds theoughout the country,
Thie field level erial of the riee bs numming
for the sccond year in the country. oty
the BRI and depariment of agricul-
ture extension (DAE) have been
conducting trinks among the fanmers sl
fibed lovel that willl enter in the market
through Hangladesh Agriculiure

ch il

Development Ce (RADAC),

A namber of farmers hive been
peoducing foundation sceds form the
mother sceds on irisl basis a1 some
villages of Harinakundu upazila in
Jhensidoh. The farmers have been
aborwing eagermes o eullivate the aame
For rapid expansion smong the lnners
due 1o mdd zing, its comparably fine
quutity of graln. short durtion for |30
dayn wnel better prices for the
naid & source related 1o the BRRL in
Claripur.

Farmes [bwul Ko Nine nlins Parnsh
of village Talbaria under Harinakudu

the farmers due 1o it IIDI'I ~aromatic
natee, fing graing and betier prices in
the enarket,

The soeds produced in de plot will
be distribwted amog the farmers for
future po expand the same.

Jillur Raboman, & leader of HEED
Samnbayn Samity in the locality when
contagted anid be had collected 100
kilograma. of Dhan 100
mother seols from BRI in Gazipir
wnd took it i the feld for foundation
seed productson 1o benefit the fanmers
s well g 10 enwure zine enriched rice

upazila of Menuidah when contncted  for the peopl
nmmdmummmm uneclut:lnml (1) of the BRRL
have o f Kaabir wh

Diare 1080 om trial hulllnrwdw:fmn—
daticom seeds from the mother seeds this
somson, They are cxpocting 7,50 o B0

m’d they had mvented Il-wﬂnndlul
Dihanin 106} chelingg zine comidering the
maluutrition of the children and

LR
0
Rt e NM.. i "'.,».! ¥

BRRI hopeful of good ha:wﬂ from each hectare

T N e u.._._-“ifv "‘

/ ¥ it
imthers, Farthier, the ton-aromatie rice
in fine: in quality snd polatabile in wsee
It seema 1o be Jirnmati o Nizerihail
il crsires betier prices fvricrs.
The sort duration paddy will help
strengthen socio-economic sise of the
Tarmers, Altbough ey browght it In
2022 for ihe fir vear, they will be shle
vtk i the Ml by 2025 afber o coni-
fiestion of the BADC Seeds section.

HRRI hiel distribused 100 sones of
the maother seeds in lnst scason, while
miicher Y06} waes in the current sensm.
Bangahondby Dhan 100 will play
wignificant role n remaving the malm-
trition of the people of the country i
well s consumen in oumide the counery
In farure ne both BREL and DAE have
been working join handa 1o nake the
riee pwpulu. BRRI DG Shahjahan
Kabdr informied
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Agriculture Minister Dr Abdur Razzaque holding talks with Japanese Ambassador to
Bangladesh lwama Kiminori at his ministry at the Secretariat in Dhaka on Wednesday.

BD to export mangoes to
Japan soon: Razzaque

Business Correspondent

Agriculture Minister Dr Abdur Razzagque
Wednesday said Bangladesh will export
mangoes to Japan soon and the process is
at the final stage.

"Japan is interested to import mangoes
from Bangladesh. The work is in progress
to fulfill Japan's prerequisites. The both
countries are working jointly in this
regard,” he said.

The minister said this while exchanging
views with journalists after a meeting with
Japanese Ambassador to Bangladesh
Iwama Kiminori at his ministry at the
Secretariat in Dhaka on Wednesday,

Razzaque, also ruling Awami League
(AL presidium member, said along with

exporting mangoes, opportunities will be
created simultaneously for exporting
other fruits and vegetables.

Japan will increase its cooperation fur-
ther in imparting training to agricultur-
ists, setting up factories in Bangladesh for
producing agricultural machineries and
in the agricultural sector, he said, adding
that memorandum of understandings
(Molls) will be signed during Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina's upcoming visit
to Japan.

Japanese envoy Kiminori said, "We
want o increase Japan-Bangladesh coop-
eration further in the agriculture sector.
Therefore, we want to sign the Molls 1o
strengthen the relationship further by
identifying priority areas of cooperation™.

VoY
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Jute, jute goods
cxport earn

$1.2bin FY22

BSS, Dikiaka

Bdanglonddesh caron %1.2 billion from
export of jule and jule goods b the
It fincal yonr while ihe jute sedior
contributes 1.4 percent lo Giross
Domentio Product (GDP).

"lute contributes 1.4 pereent 1o
G and 26 pereent 1o ngriculiure,
which means jute contribuies nboul
cight billlon io winl GOPY Direcior
Genernl  of Bangladesh  Jule
Rencarch Institute (BIRY) DeMd
Abdul Awal wld o workshop in
Dihalea, an official releone sald,

The BIRI arganized the work-
shop on "Progress, obstacle and
dolongs of jute sector” siming o
nchieve ihe Sukininable
Dievelopment Cioals (S1Cis),

Additional Seeretiry ol the
Ministry of Textiles and Jute
Melitulml Ao Tidubedir ancd seair
officlals of BIRI, among others,
were present s the workshop,

Awinl calledd upon relevani vigan-
Eentionn to take necessary nned @ffisc-
Hve stepe o boost jute and jute

BEE PAGIE 11 COL 1

Jute, jute goods

FROM PAGI 12 COL 2

goods  production.  He said,
"Alongside commereial side, jute
s an eco-leiendly erop ns jute
abworby 15 tonn of carbon dioxide
fvom the nimosphere and releanes
11 tons of oxygen during 100 days
of the ¢rop”

Family putrition can be met by
growing jute in the homestend yard,
Awnl nclided.

MO ol the probslerms with jute is
the seed problen, Thin problem can
be eliminnted | jute seeds nre
proctuced) in jute Innd, be sad ndding
the government s working o
produce quality of seed of jule lor
Inerennng production of jule”

The govermment bns tken virious
nitintive 10 increase expont of jute
poods ty varkous counivies through
Improving iotermal market munuge-
ment.

Primie Minister Sheikh Hasinn
declared jute goods as the " Product
of the Year® in 2023, 1o ling wiih

the declimtion of the prime minister,
e Mininiry of Commerce has
formed ‘Jute Products Business
Promwtion Councll” to expedile ihe
development of this promising
secior,

Prime Mindster has direcied the
embansies wnd forelgn missions
abrond to exhibil the jute-made
goody sa that the forelgners could
know about the varistions of such
vitlunble item.

Bangladesh now held avousd 72
pereent of the global export enming
ol jute while the demand for jule
Tags now incieased w 70 orove (rom
Ihe existing 10 crore. Besldes, the
demaiid for other jule-made
has exceeded ovier taka thousand
crore,

Bargloceah Tetehed aronmd §1,13
Tk iien it det flsenl yer (FY22)
ihrough exporting jute and jule-
minde goods for which the golden
libre has helping o dream oibers
for n brght future,
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Deal signed on potato
export to Russia

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

State-run  Bangladesh  Agricultural  Development
Corporation (BADC) yesterday signed a memorandum of

understanding (Mol') with National Group, a private entity

in Russia, for the export of potato to Russia, according to
the agriculture ministry.

Under the deal, the BADC will supply potato grown by
its contract growers Lo National Group for marketing in
Russia, one of the biggest consumers ol potato.

“The company has started process ol buving potato
from us,” said BADC Member Director (Seed and
Horticulture) Md Mostalizur Rahman after the Mol
signing at InterContinental Dhaka.

BADC Chairman Abdullah Sazzad and National Group
Chairman Abdus Sattar Mia signed the MolJ, said a
statement ministry.

Agriculture Minister Muhammad Abdur Razzaque and
Agriculture Secretary Wahida Akter were present at the
event among others.

Rahman said the BADC has grown potato in 30 zones,
each comprised ol 50 acres of land, through its contract
Zrowers.

And the BADC Alu-1 (Sunshine) and Diamant potato
varieties are preferred by the Russian buyer, he said.

The development comes a year after Russia removed
a ban on the tubers grown here in response Lo measures
taken by the government to make potato free from
harmtul bacteria and safe for consumption.

Russia slapped the ban on Bangladesh’s potato in 2014
detecting brown rot disease.

Rahman expected that a good amount of potato would
be exported next yvear as the harvests were over now.

At the event, Agriculture Minister Razzaque hoped
that nearly 150,000 to 200,000 tonnes of potato would
be exported next vear.

T
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Investing in agriculture imperative
for sustainable growth: Razzaque

DE News DEse

Agriculture Minister
Dr Abdur Razzanque on
Thursday said invest-
ing in agriculture and
the market system is
not merely an opon; it
is BN imperative for the
sustainable growth of
the natinn.

Tt is through
responsihle inwest-
ment in  agricoliure
and food systems that -
we can achieve food security, eradicate  In Dhaka
poverty, foster social equality, promote

in & hiotel in Dhaka_
The Nordic Chamber
of Commerce and
Indusiry  [NCCI)  in
Bangladesh and Global
Alliance for Improved
Nutrition (GAIN] host-
ed the event tited
“Investment for cat-
alyzing sustainable and
resilient food systems™
in collaboration with
the three Nondic
Emhassies — Denmark.
Sweden and Norway-

The event focused on highlighting

economic growth, and ulimately real-  and addressing challenges faced by the

ize sustainable development,” he said.
The Agriculiure Minister made the
remiarks while speaking at an event held

Investing in agriculture
Continued from back page

agriculnure industry of Bangiedesh.

In his welcome remarks, NCCI President Tahrin
Aman said Mordic and foreign investors see the INFSS
Pathway and N4G commitment as @ collaborative
framework.

"They acimowledge the role of the priviite sector in
achleving goals and consider these commitments an
opportunity to align mvestments with Bangladesh's
susiainable development objectives. This fosters part-
nerships for innovation, mspmmhle business prag-
tices, and technology transfer,” he said.

Winnie Estrup Peterson, Ambassador of Denmark to
Bangladesh, on behalf of the Nardic Embassies said,
Denmark sees great potential in the food, sgo and
aguaculiure industry in Bangladesh.

Sha said Denmark is now engaging in knowledge
sharing with governmeni authorities in food safety and
greening value chakna

Country Director of GAIN, Dr. Rudsba Khondker said
food systems are complex and dynamic:

"It requires the collective effon of governments, pri-
vate sector, and sustainsble investment. Pohlic- private
partnerships prwide & platform for these stakehoiders
10 come mpether, pool resowrnces, and leversge unigoe
expertise to drive meaningful changes,” Rudeba
Khondker said

Vo

private sector in the food and
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BINA Dhan-25
shows hope

Farmers get higher yield from
newly developed rice variety

‘\'1 1IAD II(‘N\\I\ huu'l. o Magiae

\l.\nnan Jnar.ldar cultivated BINA Dhan 25, a m‘\\h
developed variety of paddy, on one bigha of land in Moghi
village of Magura 93 davs ago.

The 55 vear-old farmer is now over the moon. He
had not seen such thin and long grain in his 20 years of
farming.

“Lam hoping 1o get around 30 maunds of crop, which
would be more than any other variety | have grown so far.
It looks more like Basmati rice,” Mannan told The Dail
Star vesterday,

In the last season, he grew BRRI Dhan 63 on the same
land and had about 22 maunds of paddy. He spent Tk
10,000 to produce the paddy.

This time he is expecting to get more paddy spending
the same amount of money,

“BRRI Dhan-63 has a life cvele of over 120 dayvs whereas
BINA Dhan 25 can be harvested in less than 100 days,” the
farmer said.

BINA Dhan-25 was cultivated
in 396 upazilas of 22 districts
during this Boro season with
an average yield of 7.50 tonnes
per hectare.

Bangladesh Institute of Nuclear Agriculture (BINA)
developed the new variety and supplied it to the farmers
of 396 upazilas of 22 dis last vear. This variety was
developed from BRIU Dhan-29, officials said.

BINA officials recently ted two villages in Magura to
see the vield.

Around 20 farmers in Moghi of Magura Sadar upazila
and Bhaturia Danga of Mohammadpur upazila cultivated
this variety.

Yasir Uddin, a farmer of Bhaturia Danga village, has
also grown the variety on his L5 acres.

He is expecting to sell the paddy for Tk 1,400 o Tk
1,500 a maund. Last vear, he sold BRRI Dhan 63 for Tk
1,200 1o Tk 1,250 per maund,

“T've cooked the rice and it tasted good,” he said.

The new variety of paddy comes at a time when many
millers cut and shape coarse rice into fine one using
different methods, Nutrients such as
reduced in the process.

But BINA Dhan 25 needs not excessive processing as
the rice is normally fine, said BINA olficials.

Mirza Molazzal Islam, director general of BINA, said
any paddy usually contains 6.5 (o 7.5 percent protein, but
this has 9.1 percent protein.

“Due to its higher vield, dependence on imports could
be reduced.”

The cost Tor producing this svariety on one bigha,
including fertilizer, water, pesticide, and seed, is Tk
10,004, he said.

Sakina Khanam, BINA'a principal scientific officer, who
plaved a significant role in developing the BINA Dhan
said farmers could preserve its seed for a long time.
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DhakaTribune

PM Hasina stresses boosting agri

production in Sylhet region

| Tribune Desk

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina yesterday em-
phasized again boosting agricultural produc-
tion in the country alongside ensuring prop-
er preservation, processing and exporting of
those abroad.

The premier also urged all concerned to
give proper attention in cultivation, preserva-
tion and processing of pulse, onion and mus-
tard oil side by side ensuring that no land re-
mains idle and thus comes under cultivation.

She gave the directives while chairing a
meeting on the Executive Committee of the
National Economic Council (Ecenec) held at
the NEC Conference Room in the city’s Sher-
e-Bangla Nagar area, BSS reported.

Briefing the reporters after the meet-
ing, Planning Minister MA Mannan said the
prime minister noted that Sylhet region still

Farmers happy with early variety

g

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina presides over the Ecnec meeting at Dhaka's Sher-e-Bangla Nagar yesterday  pi0

has much land remaining idle or without cul-
tivation and suggested to bring those land
under cultivation.

The minister said that the prime minis-
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ter also underscored the need for using lo-
cally assembled vehicles preferably from
Pragati in government projects instead of
imported vehicles. »

potatoes in Joypurhat

A CORRESPONDENT

JOYPURHAT, Feb 19:
Early vareties of red stick
potatoes, diamond and car-
riage potatoes are seen in the

markets. Medium and large
potatoes are being sold at Tk
40 1o Tk 50 per kg in various
markets of Kalai upazila of

Joypurhat. The potato farm-
ers of the district are happy

with the good price of early
potatoes.

According to traders and
farmers, the age of new pota-
toes that are currently seen in
the market is maximum 60

Farmers busy plucking potatoes at a field in a village at Kalai upazila of

Joypurhat district

— FE Photo

wo8

days. After 50 days the size of
potato starts to be medium.
As a result, some farmers
harvest potatoes in advance
and market them.

Favourable weather has
yielded good production of
advanced red stick and
white diamond and carriage
potatoes. The potatoes are
cultivated mostly in
Udaipur, Punat, Kalai
municipal area, Jindarpur
and Matrai upazila.

About Taka 40000 have
been spent on potato culti-
vation per bigha of land.
Currently, potatoes are
being sold in the wholesale
market at Tk 15 per kg.
Farmers hope to make up
for last year's losses.

Potatoes have been culti-
vated on 10 thousand 620
hectares of land in Kalai
this year. The production
target has been set at 0.25
million tonnes.

saudtalukderd6(@gmail. com




The balanced use of fer-
tiliser can increase the pro-
duction of crops by 8.0 per
cent to 14 per cent and save
Tk 200 billion (20,000
crore) in a year, said
researchers, reports UNB.

They said the govern-
ment has so far provided Tk
80 billion (8,000 crore)
yearly as subsidy in the fer-
tiliser sector and the
amount of subsidy now
stands at Tk 300 billion
(30,000 crore) due to the
rise in fertiliser prices in
the international market.

They were speaking at a
programme on 'Fertiliser
Policy Dialogue' held at the
auditorium of Bangladesh
Agriculture Research
Council (BARC) on Tuesday.

The researchers and
experts urged the farmers to
use fertiliser in a moderate
and balanced way in their
fields.

Wahida Akter, secretary
of Agriculture Ministry,
said the government has
taken a decision to reduce
the use of urea fertiliser

Financial Express
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Balanced use of fertiliser can
raise crop production by 8-14pc

It can also save Tk 200b a year, say researchers

gt e 1 315 B
P

Wahida Akter, secretary of Agriculture Ministry, speaking at a programme on
'Fertiliser Policy Dialogue' at the auditorium of Bangladesh Agriculture
Research Council (BARC) on Tuesday.

after increasing the use of
DAP fertiliser. "But it is
noticed that the use of urea
is increasing day by day
alongside the use of DAP.
As a result, the fertiliser is
being misused and the cost
of import if rising," she
said.

If farmers use increase
use of DAP fertiliser by one

kg on a land they can cut
urea fertiliser use by 400
grams, she said.

Wahida also stressed the
need for making farmers
conscious about balanced
use of fertiliser after check-
ing the soil on regional
basis.

Besides, a keynote paper
with recommendations of

Vo

Professor of Australia's
Murdoch University and
also the project leader Dr
Rechard W Bell was pre-
sented at the dialogue
where it is shown that
through balanced fertiliser
use, the production of
paddy will be increased by
more than 7.5 million
tonnes in a year.
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Padma Bridge: A boon for watermelon cultivators
in Patuakhali

. Siohral Homsain
ST —

Visitoors making their way fo it with the view of
tracks [naded with freshly harvessed wnll'mwlr.ms. The recurring sight is a result of the rocens
boem in the and boxd catalysed by the af she Padms
Hridge.

Tefure the Padma Bridge, the frults wiald be takén to Bhaka via cargoes and bricks, which would
take aroand 2 days, said Abdil Hannan, o Dhaka based witermelon wholesaler.

A partiem of the fruits would rot within these thros doys due to heas; sometimes they woald sven
artract rats ard other pests,” Hanan told The Daily Star,

Mo, thanks to (he Padma Bridge, watermeluns can be boughl, deliversd ard sald on the sa day
reclcing the overall burdlen of costs,” he added.

1t takies approximagely 34 hours now o traved aneway 1o Paakbali from Dhaka, which has
apened dours for wholesaders arounid the country 1o directly purchase fresh harvest from the
region,

“Wir alsa had 1o dopend on local migdbamen bofare bt now | ean just ke o rack, by the product
ani beawe for the masket withot omy hassle and also-save the cost of commission,” b added,

The pastisres of Patuskhli, which were prviously faliow lands, are naw being witfised and have
genertod a good yield this seasan.

According to locals, the sandy hanks of the lay of Bengad in Jahazmars, Maudubl, snd Kalagachis
areas s o bee el iidbe until thiree yoars back, whien the local producers decided fo culibvite
witermelons there,

Though harvest has spil producess in the reg struggling o aceess
freshwater needed for proper cultivation. The water availabéo near the fields ks sabty, which moans
farmers reopl ton i up tube wells 1o irrigato the frudt plants,

A the fruits are bisg culiivaied in & it diflicult for s § Tor the
sroduce, § have to dig big welis near the Selds 1o ensure that the frsil plants receive the amostd of
freshwater they require. said Jalhas, 5 45-year-okd farmer wha has been cultivating milons in the
region far three yoars now.

"W e hee local sutharities io come i our aid in this regard,” Julhas sold The Daity Sear. This
year, he had to fnvest Th 1 kb o cultivate walermelons an 3 acres of land.

Farug Hawladar, anather farmer in the region, d 4 i wiich
has cost bim arcund Tk 150 lakh. He has generased o good yickd and has already sobd 300
watermelans over the past firw days, he told The Duily Star.

W b, o B0 8 Wit TATSATR [ Sl hisng .

“Each melon, weighing sround 57 ks, have been solil for around Th 280-50, Last year, similar
sined melons were priced between Tk 230 and Tk 250, The price increased afier the Padma bridge
opered and truters started coming here ta bay the fruits from various parss of the coantry, mestly
from Dhaka. We still have produce worth about Tk 3-4 lakh left in the fields,” Hawladar added.

According bo soarces ai the Paiwskhall Disiried Agricubiure hﬂmldmﬂ [Hrecioraie tM'k

e Deing -1, h 262 I
Mampabali, 3,131 in Basphal, 2, 370 in Kalspars, 1,850 in Dusmina, 1,197 in Patuakhali Smhl'. Labin
Thuanki ard 65 in Mirzaganj upseilas. Lost year, the frubt was being grown on 22, 590 hectanes of
tand, Amcing, them, earty P tialachipa nnd Hangabali
wpazikes, After Aman, the prime agricultaral crop nﬂlm strict — watermselons have now become
ther -hnrld ehalee for Petakball’s farmers. “Tus i e fvoursbbe weather and ather

Factons, y el in high demand, We are expecting

that rlrhbelln:vu[lmdwil.lseea)ielrluf?_’n’ﬂlmnﬂlhujelr 1o farther match the growing
demands,” Mohammad Nazrul Istarn, Deputy Director of DA told The Doify Star. "The farmers are
also hapgy 2 they are getting betier prices for their produce as the Padma bridge is bringing in
mare whedesabers than the provisus yeors” he added. Watermelon harvest in the district bs stated m
end by April.
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