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Cabinet Secretary
Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh
Bangladesh Secretariat, Dhaka-1000

angladesh is moving forward boldly on the fast lane of development under the leadership of

Honorable Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina. To this end government is determined to uplift

Bangladesh to a middle income country by 2021 and a high income country by 2041. It requires
integrated initiatives and tapping the economic potential of each district. District branding initiatives are
being implemented under the supervision of Cabinet Division and with the support of a2i programme.
Cabinet Division has already issued district branding strategies accordingly.

One of the most significant elements of district branding is ‘Brand-Book’. It has a crucial role to expedite

the district-branding activities. I am delighted to know that the second edition of Brand-Book is being
published.

I extend my warm wishes to all involved with the publication of the second edition of the district ‘Brand-
Book’.

o

Khandker Anwarul |lam
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Principal Secretary tothe Prime Minister
Prime Minister’s Office
Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh.

cio-economic development is the main objective of district branding by focusing on the uniqueness

f a district. Each district has diverse sectors to develop its unique potential, such as-tourism,

roducts, history and heritage or any citizen-centric initiative. District branding is playing an
important role in preserving the history and culture of districts, developing the tourism industry, assisting
in the implementation of the ‘One District One Product’ program and identifying and preserving indigenous
products of districts. Therefore, the overall objective of district branding is to contribute the implementation
of the current government’s vision of building a middle-income country by 2021 and a developed and
prosperous Bangladesh by 2041.
District-branding is closely linked to tourism. Moreover, district branding will foster initiatives at the
grassroots level and accelerate economic activities. Simultaneously, it will pave the way for establishing
further linkage between local level and concerned policy making department/division and ministries.
With the help of a2i program and mentored by Cabinet Division and ICT Division, all districts of
Bangladesh have already identified their branding issues, innovated logos and formulated three-year
implementation plans. The publication of brand-books is one of the wide-ranging endeavours taken by the
districts to make district branding known at home and aboard.
It will serve as a basis for subsequent editions of the brand-book and be recognized as a significant
document in the chronicle of district branding.
I'sincerely thank the Cabinet Division, District Administration, a2i and everyone involved in the publication
of second edition of an informative and well-designed brand-book and wish overall success.

O LD

Dr; Ahmad K aikaus
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Secretary
Ministry of Public Administration
Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina. In the way towards this development the contribution of district

administration is multi-dimensional. In order to achieve Sustainable Development Goals, all the
district administrations of Bangladesh have taken enormous initiatives of district-branding for proper
growth of the district’s unique potentialities with their distinct characteristics, tourism, products, initiatives,
history and heritage.

B angladesh is moving forward with an indomitable pace under the unique leadership of honorable

The main objective of district branding is socio-economic development by mounting the distinction and
the potentialities of a district. District-branding has been playing an effective role in preservation and
practice of history, heritage and culture of the district along with development of tourism industry,
supporting the implementation of one district one product program and identifying and preserving
geographical indications of the district. District branding can play an extraordinary role in the expansion
of district’s famous products, implementation of special initiatives and smooth development of tourism
industry.

I am delighted to know that by the supervision of Cabinet Division and under the leadership of district
administration with support from a2i all the districts are going to publish brand book to underline the
branding activities. I hope these books will facilitate the promotion and enrichment of district branding
activities.

I sincerely thank all for providing efforts in publishing of the brand-book.

Shaikh Yusuf Harun
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@
Senior Secretary
ICT Division
Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh.

he mission of district branding is to achieve socio-economic development through promoting the

uniqueness and the potentials of each district. The districts have diverse potentials such as tourist

sites, commercial products, famous foods, history and tradition as well as peoples’ welfare-centric
initiatives. District branding plays an important role in safeguarding and fostering history, tradition and
culture of the districts, developing tourism industry, implementing ‘One District One Product programme’
and identifying and preserving the geographical indications (Gis). One of the main objectives of district
branding is to provide support in realizing the vision of the present government to become a middle
income country by 2021 and a prosperous and developed nation by 2041.
District-branding is closely linked with tourism and business. This initiative can play an important role in
unleashing the potentials of tourism in Bangladesh. In this regard, all government and non-government
organizations, including Cabinet Division, Ministry of Public Administration, Ministry of Civil Aviation
and Tourism, Ministry of Cultural Affairs, Bangladesh Parjatan Corporation, Bangladesh Tourism Board
can work together. ICT Division is ready to provide all-out support. One of the important initiatives of the
District Administration to promote district branding at home and abroad is the publication of Brand Book.
This document will be a foundation for the future editions and at the same time will also be treated as a
landmark publication in the history of district-branding.
I congratulate District Administration Madaripur, a2i, Cabinet Division and all concerned for publishing
such an impressive and informative Brand Book and wish the district branding initiative all the success.

- il
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Project Director (Additional Secretary)
Aspire to Innovate (a2i) Programme
ICT Division, Ministry of Posts
Telecommunications and Information Technology

this land have elegant natural beauty while the other parts have historical archetypes and antiques.

Also the most parts of this land have abundance of agricultural products with lots of fruits and
crops. The folk arts and cultural heritages of this country have significant history and practices as well. All
the unique features and characteristics of the very parts of the country need to be flourished not only inside
the country but also to the rest of the world to let everyone know about the beautiful Bangladesh and to
attract Foreign Direct Investment. In this perspective district branding is a unique approach.

E ach and every district of Bangladesh possesses some unique features and potentials. Some parts of

Bangladesh has been pacing forward with significant progress in economic and social indicators led by
Honourable Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina. to build ‘Sonar Bangla’ The dream of the Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. The present government is committed to build ‘Digital Bangladesh’
by 2021 and a happy and prosperous country by 2041. To realize these visions, the government has taken
up massive programmes. As part of these programmes to accelerate the momentum of development, the
initiative of ‘District Branding’ has been undertaken by the a2i programme of ICT Division.

Brand-Book is a unique effort to impressively demonstrate the overall activities of district branding. This
book is serving as a knowledge base for planning and implementing district branding and for those who
will be subsequently associated with this initiative. Bilingual feature of this book has certainly added an
extra advantage regarding its use.

I am absolutely delighted that the second edition of Brand-Book that is going to be published will play a
crucial role in showcasing district branding at home and abroad.

My heartfelt thanks go to the Cabinet Division, a2i team, District Administration and all concerned with
this significant publication.

525 )

Dr. Md Abdul Mannan, PAA
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Divisonal Commissioner, Dhaka
Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh

Our War of Liberation was an igniting force for us to thrive forward in the route of development. Inspired
by the spirit of independence, Hon’ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has chalked out various initiatives
to build a happy and prosperous Bangladesh. Basically, we all are nurturing the dream of our Father of
The Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. The goals of implementing “Vision 2021” and making
Bangladesh a developed state have been the prime mandate for all of us. The main objective is to brand
Bangladesh as a resilient and prosperous nation. Having said that, district branding is one such initiative
under Cabinet Division and A2i that aims at promoting every district of Bangladesh. District branding
involves disseminating integrated initiatives by every district keeping in view the history, tradition, special
products, and possibilities of each district of the country.

I am happy to know that the district administration, Madaripur is publishing Madaripur brand-book
through A2i program. I hope that the published brand-book will introduce the district at home and abroad
by presenting the brand’s values, guidelines, features, and consistent marketing message as a strategic
official document of the district branding activities.

I sincerely thank Team Madaripur along with A2i for the district brand-book and wish them all the best.

Md. Khalilur Rahman
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Preface

Deputy Commissioner
Madaripur.

heritage, natural beauty, infrastructure, development and industry of each district. By uplifting a district’s as

D istrict branding is the reflection of a district. This is a successful attempt to inform the world about the
well as the countris branding, significant socio-economic growth can be achieved.

Famously known as the “Gateway to south”, Madaripur district is awash with many rivers, namely, the Padma, the
Arial Khan, the Kumar, the Moynakata and the Palordi. This district has a deep connection to the largest bridge of
Bangladesh, the Padma bridge, which is under construction. By using the infrastructural advancement of the Padma
bridge, Madaripur district will soon reveal itself as a developed district. The greatest Bengali of thousand years,
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman spent significant portion of his colourful political life in Madaripur, which
was a mahakuma at the time. Madaripur district is also the abode of many famous people such as, Haji Shariatullah,
the founder of Faraeji movement and his son, Dudu Miyan, the first female Muslim doctor of undivided Bengal Dr.
Zohra Kazi, famous architect Fazlur Rahman Khan, one of the “Baro Bhuyian” Kedar Rai and many more. This
district also has a strong presence in cultural arena. Different cultural programs are arranged by District Shilpakala
Academy, Jatra (stage performance), Jari-Sari (traditional songs), traditional fairs, Baul songs and many other
cultural attractions are regular occurrences in this district.

Madaripur district is rich in archaeological evidence. Many historical places like Jhaudi Giri, Rajaram Temple,
Porboter Bagan, Dunlop’s Nil Kuthi and Senapati Dighi have increased the potential of tourism in this district.

This district is famous all over the country for its Date Juice, Date Molasses and jute products. Due to easy availability
of date juice and date molasses and their rich quality, the district branding slogan of the district has been decided as,

Date molasses, date juice
Gateway to south is Madaripur

We hope the initiative and measures taken by the District Administration of Madaripur to materialise the “District
Branding” activity of the government will introduce Madaripur to the whole world. I express my gratitude and
thanks to “Aspire to innovate (A2i)” program of the Prime Minister’s office for giving kind directives for preparing
the brand book. I also express my gratitude to those who have cooperated in publishing the Brand Book.

Rl -

Dr. Rahima K haton
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Introduction of Madaripur District
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the central part of the country. Awash with the rivers Padma,

Arial Khan, Kumar and Palordi this district is associated
with the holy memory of Haji Shariatullah, the leader of the Faraeji
Movement in Bengal. Comprising four upazilas (Madaripur Sadar,
Kalkani, Rajoir and Shibchar) this district has an area of 1144.96
square kilometers and more than 13 lakhs of people live here.

The district Madaripur, under Dhaka Division, lies almost in

Madaripur subdivision was established in 1854 under the district of M

Bakerganj.In 1873 it was separated from Bakerganj and annexed to

Faridpur district. In 1984 Madaripur Subdivision was turned into |

Madaripur district as a process of decentralization of administration.
Among the most important historical events that took place in
Madadaripur is the Faraeji Movement led by Haji Shariatullah (1781-
1840).
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Naming: The historical area
placed in south- Bengal, named
Madaripur is filled with the
memories of Hazi Shariatullah
, and surrounded by The
Padma, The Arial Khan, The
Kumar and The Palrodi Rivers.
Madaripur town was once
situated at the junction of Arial
khan and Kumar river. The
old city has now completely
disappeared into the river.
The gateway to South-Bengal,
Madaripur, is associated with
the name of a famous saint
Badar Uddin Shah Madar (R:)
of fifteenth century. Hazrat
Shah Madar’'s Darga is
located on the south bank
of Arial khan on the
northeast of the
city. It is said that,
suddenly Arial Khan
withdrew its destruction
until the Shah Madar’ sdargah.
Then, from the Darga Sharif, a
new city has been built on the
bank of Arial Khan. In ancient
times Madaripur was known as
Idilpur.

L ocation and border:
Madaripur district is situated,
from 23°-00 north latitude to
230-30 north latitude and from
89°-56 east longitude to 90°-21
east longitude. On the north of
this district there are Faridpur
and Munshiganj district, on the
east Shariatpur district , on the
west Faridpur and Gopalganj
and on the south Gopalganj and
Barishal district. Consisting
of four upazila (Madaripur

Sadar, Kalkini, Shibchar and
Rajoir) the size of this District
is 114496 square km. and
population is more than 13
lakhs. There are 5 Thanas in
this Districts- Madariopur
Sadar, Kalkini, Shibchar,
Rajoir, and Dashar. On
the basis of size
this  district  is
13" in Dhaka
Division.

Being
situated
between
Khulna and
Barisal divisions,
the importance of the
district is undeniable.

Geography: A lot of
people has given opinion
that Madaaripur is created

from South Bay of Bengal .

Padma, Aria Khan, Palrodi
and Kumar are the main rivers
of this District. Rivers, on
the geological structure of
this district, hava a lot of
importance. Its ground is
made of sandy-loamy
soil. However,
thereis a lot of
sandy soil in
the river
.and

char
area.

T h e
geological
o structure and
residential area
of this district is not
too ancient. Perhaps
it’s geographical structural
process is going on for a
thousand years. The nature
of the formation of the

geographical structure seems

to be more ancient in the
western and west- southern

parts than the eastern and east-
southern part. West-north,

east- north and eastern part’s
geographical structure is in

the process of rebuilding

still now because of .

the breakdown k_‘
of the Padma, 20
Arial  Khan,

Maynakata
and i

branches.
Perhaps,
this  district
which is formed
because of the river,
is a remembrance of a
wonderful heritage, developed
by the diverse experience of
breaking and rebuilding of the
rivers.
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Madaripur at a Glance

Became a District on 1st Mach, 1984, area 1144.96 sq.km
Population density of 12,12,198 people (census and home
census 2011) 1036 people (per square kilometer) (census and
home census 2011)

Upazila 04 -Madaripur Sadar, Shibchar, Kalkini, Rajir,
Municipality — 04

Circuit House-01, Dak bangla long -06 (District Council)
Parliamentary seats -03 Total road length 1862.15 kilo meter,
Concrete Road-163 km, Mud Road -4010 Killo meter

River -4 (Padma, Arialkha, Kumar, Palordi)

General hospital -1 (250 Bedded) Upazilla Heath Complex 03
(31 Bedded)

Health and Family Welfare Center 50, Public library 05
Literacy rate 48%, Number of colleges 21 (5 Government
college)

Secondary School 128 (2 Government) Junior high school 27
Primary School 677 number of madrassa 69
Cultural Organizations- 139, library-18,
Association-70, Movie Hall-10.

Religious Institution- Mosque 3366, Church-7, Temple-330,
the Shrine-3

Impressive place- Parbatar Bagan-Mostafapur, Pronabander
Temple - Bajitpur, Gonesh Pagol’s Temple- Kadambari, Raja
Ram Temple - Khalia, Sufi Amir Sha (Ra.) — The shrine,
Senapatir Dhighi, Jhaudhi Giri, Sunil Gongapadhya’s House-
Maijpara, Narayan temple- Panichatra, Madaripu Sakuni Lake,
Shah Madar (R.) Dargha Sharif.

Female
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Geography

A lot of people have given opinion that Madaripur is created
from South Bay of Bengal. The Padma, the Arial Khan, the
Palordy and the Kumar are the main rivers of this District. Rivers,
on the geological structure of this district, have a lot of importance.
Its ground is made of sandy- loamy soil. However, there is a lot of
sandy soil in the river and char area. The geological structure and in
habit area of this district is not too ancient. Perhapas geographical
structural process is going on for a thousand years. The nature of the
formation of the geographical structure seems to be more ancient
in the western and west- southern parts than the eastern and
east-southern part. West-north, east- north and eastern part’s
geographical structure is in the process of rebuilding still now
because of the rivers, is a remembrance of a wonderful
heritage, developed by the diverse experiences of
breaking and rebuilding of the rivers.
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Date juice, Date molasses and the glory of the southern part of Bangladesh.
Madaripur and a credible part of design has been chosen as district
branding logo.
Date molasses, datejuice
Gate way to south, isMadaripur

The meaning of this tagline is that not only Madaripur but also Bangladesh
will get recognition by the Date molasses and Madaripur lake city and it
will contribute on the socio-economical progress of Madaripur as well as
the whole
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Strong sides Weakness
Incomparable handicraft Lack of fair ways
Exhibition of tradition Lack of quality Control
Auvailability of raw materials of raw materials
Availability of Worker Lack of variety in design
‘Woman’s comprehensive Lack of sponsorship
employment and Transport problem

empowerment lack of coordination
/
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among manufacturing
companies

/

Strong
sides

Weakness
Opportunity
&
Threats
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Madaripur Branding Action Plan
Publication through social media
Organizing branding fair
Organizing farmer’s conference

Use of Branding Logo in different organization,
programs

Creating women entrepreneur and generating women’s
employment

Publishing the Brand Book

Provision of loan arrangement for farmers on easy
terms

Best Farmer/Entrepreneur/Agriculturist Award

Development of communication system and
infrastructure for easier transportation of goods
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© = Background of District-Branding
i The history of product branding in Bangladesh is very ancient.

From ancient time, some traditional products including Dhakai
‘ Muslin have made this country well known to all over the world.
i After the rise of Bangladesh through the great liberation struggle under
the leadership of Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman in 1971, the country is moving forward with significant
development in economic and social indicators under the leadership of
the present government. In order to accelerate the ongoing development
trend and to present this country and region to the people and the
world, the Cabinet Division, Ministry of Public Administration and a2i
Program jointly organized the Innovation Summit held in Dhaka in July
2016 and the decision was made for the purpose of District-Branding.

District-Branding refers to a district’s name, symbol, design or a
combination of all that will make the products and services of that
district known internationally and domestically. District-Branding is
an action plan for development where all people are involved and the
history, heritage, customs, culture of an area considered. The present
government has formulated Vision-2021 to make Bangladesh a middle-
income country by 2021 and Vision-2041 to transform this country
into a prosperous one by 2041. The main objective of this initiative is
to formulate a realistic and timely action plan by revealing the unique
features and possibilities of the districts. Each district of Bangladesh
is unique and economically promising in different ways. Like every
district, Madaripur also has some unique features, specializing in
various places.
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Date Molasses of Madaripur

TOA TR 2033 AR ML IRFCTHE G5 T4
SR AT AAHTS FRAF TCHT FAFF-202 R 208)
AT T QT (0 T 8 AT (AT IR Gy
FFH-2085 RF FCAR | TS HATEIRR ARBIRCTI
G e e R (RIFIRS wdtafos efw | @
Qb | ARETReeR &fefl (eeng ffegel Treaios
8 SNANSFOIT BRI | TWIH (Sl ST o
T | G (SR STOF8 FIATR 2Iely RCTI- (YL @, A6
8 AGE® F IR NWRIF (SR ARCo-FIICE ZGCH-
RS (@5-38 @ T afsrey ori-Revee TSIy
AU e IR | TARY ARSFA 8 TLPIICAITS
Armer e @ gl s e ke « e
P | (G-I AN GO (G G, AG- AT
B3 8 (TCe JIe 4 787 =20 ol 9-Fieg [@ieaw
S AR SR (e -1 T wmgeyt
ST AT 7Y (T |

Introduction

The present government has drawn up vision-2021 to
make Bangladesh a middle income country by 2021 and
has also drawn up vision 2041 to make Bangladesh a
happy and prosperous country by 2041. Rapid and
continuous economic growth is necessary to materialize
those visions. Coordinated efforts are needed to quicken
economic growth. Each of the districts of Bangladesh
has its individualistic features and economic potential.
The district of Madaripur is no exception. The most
potential products of this district are date molasses, jute
and jute made products and the small and big lakes
spread in different parts of the district. The products of
Madaripur have already achieved name and fame at
home and abroad. But due to lack of proper planning and
structural limitations these products could not flourish as
per the expectation. Under district branding if it is
possible to make date molasses, jute and jute made
products and the Lake as the district brands, it will
contribute greatly to the socio-economic development of
Madaripur as well as the whole country through the
flourish  of these things.
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The Date Molasses of Madaripur has earned popularity
in every district of the country as a savory food. It has
been much admired from the past throughout country.
At present it is being acclaimed eagerly at home and
abroad in an improved condition. People of all ages
of this region used to sit and enjoy ‘Puffed Rice’ with
date molasses and tell stories in winter mornings. This
would make their winter mornings even sweeter. Date
juice and date molasses were the sources of pleasure
in each family. Different types of ‘Pithas’ (cakes),
‘Payesh’ and sweetmeats of date juice and date molasses
were well-known. As the demand was very high in the
markets, most of the families of the villages would
prepare it and by selling it contributed to their family
income and reduced poverty. The male persons of this
poverty stricken neglected area have chosen their path
of self employment in this activity. This way of living
still continues in the present time. This date juice and
date molasses production has the potential to become an
important economic activity.
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Ways of Date Juice collection

Date juice is collected from date trees. This juice is very
sweet. It is collected in winter season. Date molasses
and different kinds of ‘Pithas’ are made from this juice.
Date molasses is prepared in winter and is found all the
year round. It is rich in minerals and has a lot of food
values. Date juice is collected from the third week of
Ashwin to the first week of Baishakh (from the second
week of October to the middle of April). More date
juice is collected when it is colder. So Poush and Magh
(December and January) are the best months to collect
it. As the temperature increases, the quality and quantity
of date juice decrease. Date juice can be obtained when
a date tree reaches five years. Juice collection depends
on the age of the tree, area, soil and on the nursing of
the tree. Male trees give more juice than female trees.
Besides, the juice of male trees is tastier. In every
season at least 160 kilograms of juice (or 20 kilograms
of molasses) can be collected from a middle aged and
properly grown tree. The highest collection from a tree
can be up to 250 kilograms of juice. The harvesters
commonly known as ‘gachhi’ cut about two feet on one
side of the tree vertically with a scythe like sharp tool.
After 3 or 4 days that portion is again finely cut to get the
juice. In this way in each season juice can be collected
for 50 to 60 days. The earthen jar used to collect date
juice is washed with lime and dried. Then to preserve
the molasses, it is kept in earthen container the opening
of which is wrapped with polythene so that it remains air
tight. In this way molasses can be preserved for 5 to 6
months. To change the color and make it look attractive
many people use Sodium Hydrogen Sulphide which is
harmful for health.
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The ways of preparing Date M olasses

As there are plenty of date trees in Madaripur,
making date molasses has become a common
economic activity in almost every family. The
collected juice is heated for a few nursers at a stretch
and ultimately it turns red and finally molasses
is made. Sugar can also be made from date juice.
Though molassesis|ess sweet than sugar, itismore
nutritious. If the juice is boiled twice for sugar,
second molasses is produced. If sugar is obtained
more times, there remains black strap molasses,
which though rich in vitamins are fed to cows for
its bitter taste.
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Kinds of Date M olasses
Date molasses can be divided into
different categories on the basis of
how it is produced; for example,
liquid treacle, second molasses,
blackstrap molasses, solid treacle
and ‘nolen gur’.

Reasons for selecting Date Molasses as
District Brand

The date molasses of Madaripur has been used
as a delicious food item since immemorial. The
taste and fragrance of the molasses of this
district is well-known in all the districts of the
country. About 2.5 lakh people and 50 thousand
families are associated with this profession.
Now it is being received eagerly even outside
the country. Besides, date molasses of
Madaripur is being exported privately in more
than 10 countries. The popularity of date
molasses is increasing day by day. Now
Madaripur is well known as a district of date
molasses. Proper investment in this sector will
help this district to make a significant economic
growth.
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“Bringing solvency in the family of Azizul Haq by selling Date M olasses”
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llecting date  juice

(Khejurer Rosh) and

preparing date molasses
(Khejurer Gur) is a common
activity in the rural areas of
Madaripur. Many people of this
poverty stricken area are engaged
in this activity and have managed
to change their life. Azizul Haq
(50) is one of them. He lives in the
village of old Gobindapur of
Khoajpur Union under Madaripur
District. He has been engaged with
this profession for more than
twenty years. Azizul Haq says that
the number of date trees is
decreasing day by day and many
have | eft this profession.

But Azizul Hagq is not hopeless. He
is hopeful and eaning a
satisfactory amount of money by
this activity. With the money he
has been able to maintain a large
family and aso bearing the
educational expenses of the
children. To him it is a profitable
profession. Without much
investment. and with just manual
labor, he is earning a satisfactory
amount of money. He is earning
cash money through his profession.
This profession does not require
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cash amount.

Azizul Haq says, “I have been engaged
with this profession for 20/22 years.
Once I had 70 trees to collect date
juice but now the number is only 25.
But now I am getting a good price for
my date juice and date molasses and
am becoming beneficial financially.
At present | am selling a middle size
jar of date juice for Tk. 150-200 and 1
kg of date molasses for Tk. 250-300.”

With sorrow Azizul Haq says that for
more profit almost all the harvesters
(gachhi) are mixing sugar with date
molasses and thus destroying the
quality of molasses. He says that more
and more date trees should be planted
and nursed properly so that people can
be benefited.

Above all, it can be said that collecting
date juice and preparing date molasses
is a potential economic activity in this
district. It is immensely helpful to the
people of this region for their solvency
in the family. In this regard,
Government initiative and supportisa
must to strengthen the local economy
and save the heritage of Madaripur.
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(The construction work of the visible dream Padma Bridge is going on rapidly)
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AqN T ARECACAT Al TR ToR s s : The Padma Bridge is a multipurpose under
YA TS 8 (@ (O | & O (FN2eR, JEET construction road-rail bridge across the Padma river

in Bangladesh. It will connect Louhajong,
e TSR 8 WA T& 2, T (A0 Wiwo- < _ - .
Munshiganj to Shariatpur and Madaripur, linking

AP e e Wﬁﬁ SRTR TR JOC | the South-West of the country, to Northern and
AACTY Gerces ST 6T I@ Biceer el Eastern regions. As a developing country, Padma
oFg | Y2 Ba (B f°oe 8 F:f@b fafite &= Jea : Bridge is the most challenging construction project
(Truss Bridge) €*/tz %3 Q603 51 (1074 70 =12 in the history of Bangladesh. The two-level steel
G BT TS AE G G @ | T Truss Bridge will 0@ a four—lanfe highway on the

upper level and a single track railway on a lower
FRE-TA T AR e 2R veo RO level. With 6150 m total length and 18.10 m width it
W @R sb.so B 2rgw «B Jzed Tl | is going to be the largest bridge in the Padma-

Brahmaputra-Meghna river basins of country.
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The Padma is mainly the downstream of the Ganges,
more precisely, the combined flow of the Ganges and the
Jamuna after their confluence at Goalanda Ghat. In
Bangladesh, it is popularly known as the Padma from its
point of entrance at Manakosa and Durlabhpur unions of
Shibganj upazila, Chapai Nawabganj district. This name
(Padma) is sometimes applied to the Ganges as far up as
the point at which the Bhagirathi leaves its right bank,
and according to the Hindus, it bears the sanctity of the
Ganges with it. It is hydro graphically more correct to
use the name Ganges to refer to the river up to its
confluence with the Jamuna, and the downstream after

the confluence as the Padma.
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Tenualosa ilisha, one of the most delicious fishes in the world, is the national fish of Bangladesh
and 80% of the total hilsa produced in the world is found in Bangladesh. Hilsa of the Padma is

in great demand and reputation in the country and abroad. The part of Madaripur district on the
Padma River produces about 1,000 metric tons of hilsa every year.
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Jute

Jute, also known as golden fiber, is one of the richest crops in the country. Areas formed by alluvial lands in the
Padma Basin are considered suitable lands for jute cultivation. As the entire land of Madaripur district is formed
by fertile sediments of Padma, it is a suitable area for jute cultivation. 1 lakh metric tons of jute in about 50,000
hectares of land are produced in Madaripur every year, most of which is Tosha Jute. About 15% of the total jute of
the country is produced in Madaripur.
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In recent time for increasing demand of wheat as a food grain, the amount of wheat cultivation has also increased
in Madaripur district in line with other districts of the country. Although wheat was cultivated in the district earlier,
the current production has been increased at a significant rate. Bari wheat is produced mostly in Madaripur. Wheat
is cultivated in about 40,000 hectares of land in the district every year and the annual production is about 250,000
metric tons.
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Dr agon fruit has great potential for fruit cultivation in Bangladesh. The cultivation of dragon fruit has gained
popularity day by day for its fast growing trees, beauty enhancing flowers and nutritious fruits. Like other districts,
dragon cultivation has gained popularity in Madaripur. Although dragon cultivation has started in all the Upazilas of
Madaripur district, it is more prevalent in Madaripur Sadar and kalkini. Madaripur district produces 5 metric tons of
dragon in about 3 hectares of land every year.
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Onion Production in Madaripur District
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Although a small district with an area of 1144.96 sq km, Madaripur district is the third largest district in the country
in onion production. Onion is produced in the entire region of Madaripur district but the production is higher in
Kalukhali, Pangsha and Baliakandi. Taherpuri, Lalti King and Murikata onions are produced in this district but
Murikata typed onion is much produced in Madaripur. Madaripur district produces 350,000 metric tons of onions in
about 30,000 hectares of land every year which is about 14 percent of the total production of the country.
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Festivals and culture of Madaripur
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During the British rule, Madaripur was known as
‘Chittor of Bengal’ due to its struggle and political
affiliation. Dr. Golam Maula, One of the greatest sons
of Madaripur, was one of the members of the Sorbodolio
Rashtrabhasha Sangram Parishad formed in Dhaka for
the language movement. Inspired by him, Dr. Sirajul
Haque Tota, second year student of Dhaka Medical
College, Habibur Rahman Chad, student of International
affairs of Dhaka University and Abu Mawnan Sikder
(sport secretary of Salimullah hall) student of Dhaka
University visited Madaripur. During this time, like other
districts including Dhaka, students of different schools
and colleges, lawyers, teachers, politicians and others
of Madaripur played a role in the language movement.
For taking part in language movement, many local
people faced police harassment and had to endure prison
torture. The Headmaster of United Islamia High School
was fired. Even at the direction of the administration,
many students had been rusticated from the school. Yet
they had made history by taking part in the language
movement. The Bengali nation will remember them
forever.

Early period: 1947 to 1951

Since the partition of 1947, the ruling class of Pakistan
had been running a steamroller of unjust oppression on
the Bengali nation. But every time the Bengali nation
has responded harshly against their unruly oppression.
The language movement of was the real witness. The
language movement began on 14 August 1947 with the
birth of two states, India and Pakistan. However, the
language movement started long before 1952. That is,
the journey of language movement started from 1901.
In 1901, Syed Nawab Ali Chowdhury addressed a
Provincial Education Conference in Rangpur calling
for the recognition of Bangla language at the national
level. In 1918, Dr. Muhammad Shahidullah at the World
Indian Conference strongly demanded the establishment
of Bengali as the common language of the subcontinent.
Maulana Akram Khan in 1937, Tamuddun Majlish in
1947, Dhirendranath Dutta and linguists paved the way
for the movement. The student movement of Madaripur
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was deeply involved in the 1952 language movement.
The role of the people of Madaripur in this movement
was huge.

At the call of the State Language Sub-Committee
comprising of Tamaddun Majlis and East Pakistan
Muslim Chhatra League, a movement was started in
Madaripur in 1948 demanding to make Bengali the state
language. Inspired by Congress leader Naresh Dasgupta,
first protests erupted over the announcement of Jinnah
‘Urdu will be the state language’ from Charmugaria
Merchants School in Madaripur.

The first protest meeting and demonstration was held on
23 February 1948 at Rashibabu Bazar(now destroyed by
river erosion) in the port of Charmuguria. At 11 a.m. that
day, about 350 to 400 students of Charmugira Merchants
School marched in a procession to the steamer ghat of
Rashibabu Bazar with various slogans. At the end of
the protest, they gathered in the market. Students of
Charmugira Merchants School Sardar Abul Fazal,
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan, Abdul Latif Tayani, Syed
Ali, Abdul Hai Talukder, Nirmal Sen, Abdur Rahman
Talukder, Matiar Rahman Master, Fazlur Rahman Khan,
Dr. Abdul Haq, Shailendya Chandra Roy, Nirs Bihari,
Azhar Munshi, Abdur Sattar Munshi, Sitanath Saha led
the protest rally. On March 11, 1948 the statewide (East
Pakistan) strike was observed. The strike was observed
in all educational institutions of Madaripur on the call
of Sangram Committee. Charmuguria Merchants High
School was established in 1931 and was the center of
all movements in the area due to its old age and large
number of students. The school was founded by eminent
businessmen Moti Chan Poddar, Hemchandra Roy and
Hajji Ashim Uddin Talukder. The founding Headmaster
of the school was Dwijendranath Sengupta (02.01.1931
to 27.06.1948). He gave courage to the language
movement from the side of the students at this time.
Maulvi Achmat Ali Khan, Prof. Md. Matiur Rahman
Badsha, Prof. Sardar Abdul Fazal, Dr. Sirajul Haque
Tota, Sufi Abdul Quader, Abdul Wahab Majnu, Abdul
Hai Talukder led the language movement in Madaripur
from the very beginning. They inspired the students in
the language movement. Maulvi Achmat Ali Khan was
in the lead role. Due to his strong role, the language
movement in Madaripur started gaining momentum.
ATM Nurul Haque, Abul Fazal Khan, Amjad Alj,
Ahmed Master, Abdur Rashid, Siraj Sardar, Habibur
Rahman Chan were also present. Maulvi Achmat Ali
Khan, Abdul Wahab Majnu and Abdur Rashid were
arrested for leading the language movement. From
April 7, 1951, the movement intensified. At that time
Nazimuddin College, the only institution of higher
education in Madaripur, was newly established and the
number of students in the college was less. That was
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why United Islamia High School had become a major
center of the language movement among the students
of Charmugira Merchant High School. At that time the
number of students in that school was seven hundred.
ATM Nurul Haque, an eighth grade student of the
school, led the movement from the school. For this, he
was made the convener of the Student Struggle Council.
The meeting of this Sangram Parishad was held in the
chamber of Dr. Rakib Uddin Ahmed, the old bazaar of
the city. From here the program of language movement
was taken in Madaripur. Sometimes the programs were
celebrated separately in Charmugira and Madaripur.

On February 21, 1952 the news of students being shot
to death during the strike called by the ‘State Language
Action Committee’ reached Madaripur the next day (22
February). Madaripur, Char Muguria port and Shibchar
became vibrant with protests. A protest meeting was held
at the United Islamia High School ground (The former
Gosaibari, on the south bank of the pond of the present
Master Colony adjacent to the warehouse of the Public
Health Engineering Office). The protest meeting was
presided over by Shamsul Alam, ameritorious student of
Nazim Uddin College. Roy Mohan, Sufi Abdul Quader
and Sardar Abul Fazal spoke. Protests and rallies were
held on the same day at Charmugria Merchants high
school grounds. The then Headmaster of Charmugria
Merchants High School Nibaran Chandra Das inspired
the protest and mourning meeting. Due to this he had to
face the wrath of the then administration. The school’s
SSC (1952) examinee Abdul Hai Talukder and student
leader Abul Fazl Khan, Dr. Abdul Haque, Nirmal
Sen, Azhar Munsi, Sitanath Saha, Ahmad Matubbor,
Radhabalav Saha along with more than 400 students
led a mourning procession to Rashibabu Bazar. On the
way, when they met a European gentleman, the student
leaders forced him to take off his shoes and walk. That
European gentleman was in charge of overseeing the
Rashibabu Bazar steamer wharf used for the import and
export of jute. He used to live in Nayarchar Bungalow.
He was on his way to Rashibabu Bazar Steamer wharf
from Nayarchar Bungalow in Charmugaria on that day.

Shibchar Nandakumar High School students strike on
February 22 after returning from Dhaka to make Bengali
the state language. On that day, more than one and a
half thousand students of different schools of Shibchar
Thana staged a demonstration with the national flag in
their hands. A protest meeting was held at Nandakumar
High School ground in the afternoon. A student leader
named Md. Mosharraf Hossain presided over the protest
meeting. Golam Mostafa Akhand, Amir Hossain, Matiar
Rahman Mollah, Manik Munshi delivered speech.

Originally, the movement intensified from February

24 to February 28 in Madaripur.

Processions and meetings continue

every day in Madaripur.
Police tortured on
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students increased at the behest of the sub-divisional
administrator. Abdul Wahab Majnu was arrested from
Sadar Jame Mosque area during a procession on the
afternoon of 28 February. As the oppression increased,
the number of students increased day by day and the
language movement became stronger.

Kazi Mohabbat Ali was the Madaripur sub-divisional
administrator at that time. Despite being a Bengali
officer, he was against the language movement. He was
outraged by the strike at the educational institution. He
directed the governing body of United High School
to take action against the leading students of the
oppression. Each student was fined two paisa per head
for absenteeism. The students became more enraged
and declared rebellion. Abdul Hamid Akhand, the then
Headmaster of the school, was suspended and arrested
on corruption charges for taking the side of the students
and cooperating directly and indirectly in the language
movement. When he was arrested and taken to court,
all the lawyers of the court took part in the hearing of
the case on his behalf and the judge released him on
bail. Despite being granted bail in the case, the school
authorities later started a conspiracy to expel him
from the school at the instigation of Muslim League
leaders. In protest, the students called for movement and
continuous strikes.

The role played by the student and youth community
of Madaripur in every movement was undeniable. The
seeds of the 1970 general election were sown with
the 1952 language movement. In a word, the general
election of 1970 and the liberation war of 1971 came
up following the ladder of the language movement. For
this reason, Madaripur, known for centuries as the base
of the movement, is called “Chittor of Bengal”. Many of
the revolutionaries in the anti-British movement in India
were children of Madaripur..
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L anguage activist Dr. Golam Mawla Language activist

r. Golam Mawla, an active participant in the Language
Movement of 1952, was born in the village Poragacha in
Naria thana of the then undivided Faridpur district’s Madaripur
mahakuma on 28th October, 1920. His father is Abdul Gafur
Dhali and his mother Chutu Bibi. He was second among
five siblings. Although he was born in Naria, his family
used to live in Madaripur.

Dr. Mawla started his education life in Pachurakabdi
Primary School of Zazira thana of Shariatpur. He
completed his SSC from Naria Biharilal High
School in 1938, ISC from Jagannath College in
1941, BSC in 1943 from the same college and
MSC in Geology from Kolkata University in 1946
and finally MBBS from Dhaka medical in 1954. He
was engaged in the medical profession in Madaripur
since 1956. He used to provide free treatment to the
poor.

During the establishment of Student League on 4th January
1948, Dr. Golam Mawla was appointed as the founding Vice
President. He was the 23rd member of the Sharbodoliyo Rastro
Bhasha Shongram Parishod (All Party National Language Action
Committee) which was created on 31st January, 1948. He was one
of the four student leaders who voted in favour of the violation of
144 act on 21st February of 1952 in the committee’s meeting on 2nd
February. He was elected as the convener of Sharbodoliyo Shongram
Parishad (All Party Action Committee) & Chatra Shongram
Parishad (Student Action Committee). He played an important role
in the building of Shaheed Minar, a memorial to commemorate the
language martyrs. Dr. Golam Mawla was also a VP in the Dhaka
Medical College.

Dr. Golam Mawla was also elected as a member of the provincial
assembly in the East Bengali Legislative Election of the United Front
in 1956. He died in Dhaka medical college on 29th May 1967. He
was buried in Madaripur in hishome ground. He was awarded by the
Bhasha Sainik and Rajbondi Parishad in 1994 for his contribution
in the language movement. Dr. Golam Mawlawas also awarded the
Ekushey Padak in 2010 posthumously.
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Golam M ostafa Akondo Ratan

anguage activist Golam

Mostata Akondo Ratan is
one of the soldiers of language
movement for Bangla. In 1948, the
student community of Shibchar
under Madaripur became quite
protestant from the beginning of
vicious attempts of swallowing
down our Mother tongue Bangla.
As the movement developed,
the waves spread to Faridpur,
Sariyotpur & amp; Barisal. The
students of Shibchar also took
part in the 1952’s procession on
the bloody Dhaka highway. A
list of hundreds of students was
made from different educational
institutions  of Madaripur,
Shariatpur & Barisal for taking
part in the language movement.
Student Golam Mostafa Akondo
Ratan of the then Barisal BM
College became the convener
of this. 21 st February of the
year 1952, he went to Dhaka,
leading a number of greater than
200 students of  Madaripur,
Shariatpur, Barisal = Shibchar
along with him to participate in
the movement. After leading the
procession into Dhaka University
area, Police started firing guns
towards the procession when it
was at the front of Karjan Hall.
At that time, students who took
part in the movement laid at the
ground to save their own lives.
After returning from Dhaka on
22 February, students of Shibchar
Nandakumar High School went
on strike demanding to make
Bengali the state language.



Adel H ai Tal ukdar L anguage activist
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ATTCRA | of] ToCH 49 7y established Bengali as the state

o afors language. In the turbulent days
g bl e qiere 1952, Abdul Hai Talukder

OGP | was an SSC candidate of
Charmugaria Merchants High
School. He is a living legend
of the language movement. He
has fallen under the weight of
age. He is currently staying at
his home in Charmugaria in a
very ill condition.
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ATM Nurul Haque Khan

he famous fighter of the

language movement,
ATM Nurul Haque Khan was
a convener of the Madaripur
district student struggle council,
social worker, politician, and an
elected public representative of
the Madaripur district. He was
one of the leaders of the language
movement. Participation in the
language movement was a major
achievement of his life. He brought
the youth and students under
one roof by involving himself
in the demand and struggling to
make Bengali the state language.
He was the rarest example of an
idealist, courageous, selfless, and
struggling leader during his time
of studentship in Madaripur.
He had been in jail three times
for eleven months each time for
his leadership in the language
movement. But because of
his leadership in the language
movement, he was rusticated by
the then government that put an
end to his education for good.
Later on, after struggling for a
long time, hewasallowed to sit for
the examination in 1965. He was
unshaken in the claim of making
Bengali the state language. He
got the opportunity to visit the
Soviet Union during his political
career. He is a living legend of
the language movement. He has
grown old and currently living in
arented small house in Mirpur in
Dhaka.
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A huge number of execution grounds and mass
graveyards are found in Madaripur Sadar and
Rajoir Upazila. Among them the execution
ground of A.R. Hawladar Jute Mill of Kukrail
Mouja of Sadar Upazila is the biggest. At the
time of the Liberation war of 1971, D-type 3
storied building placed in A.R. Hawladar Jute
Mill was used as torture cell of Pakistani Military
Force. Here, during the 9 months of Liberation
war, along with freedom fighters, a lot of men
and women were Killed by torturing and were
buried in the west side field of the torture cell. At
present, this place is the biggest mass graveyard
and the D-type building once used as a torture
cell, nowadays, is being used as RAB-8 camp.
Besides this, there were more execution grounds
found, which are the pond side of the Sushen
Haldar’s house of east kolagachiya of Kendua
Union of Sadar Upazila, the Pond side of Keshto
Baida’s House of Kamlapur Village of Bazitpur
Union Of Rajoir Upazila, Execution ground
adherent to Jhaudi Jamidar Bari, the pond side of
Rasugatia’s house of Pakhulla Village of
Amgram Union, the pond side in the east of
Ganesh Pagla’s service monastery of Kadambari
Union, the connecting place of the 3 adjoined
canal of Alek Fakir’s bamboo Bush ( Buri’s
land) of Senadia village of Khaliya Union, the
south-east corner of Siddik Matubbor’s house of
Senadia Union, the bank of the canal of south
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Madaripur sub-district is one of the most important political fields of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. It was
in Madaripur, where the Madaripur Sangram Parishad severed ties with the government of Pakistan by burning flags
on 1st March 1971 in protest of Yahia Khan’s suspension of parliamentary session. On 10th March, the Madaripur
Chatra Sangram Parishad formed the “Joy Banga” battalion after Bangabandhu called for independence in his 7th
March 1971 speech. 150 youths of the Madaripur Sangram Parishad were sent to Agartala on 17th April under the
leadership of the Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. The youths of Madaripur were the first ones to go among
those who went to India for guerilla warfare training. Abdur Razzak & Divisional Commander led the liberation war
on national level. Another brave leader of the liberation war was Fanibhushan Majumder and Khalilur Rahman Khan
who formed his own battalion named “Khalil Bahini”. During the liberation war they showed their indomitable
bravery and sacrifice for the country. During the war of liberation, some direct encounters were held between the
freedom fighters and the Pakistan army in Madaripur. The freedom fighters of Madaripur captured 40 Pakistan
soldiers including a Major and a Captain.
Special War taken place at Madaripur:

1.Takergat Resistance

2. Battle of Kalabari.

3. War of the Dignigar Ferry Ghat.

4. Kalkini and Shibchar police stations attack.

5. Battle of the conservatives.

6. Siddichola bridge operation. fLRi im, fILRi o, “yiYi @i grviici




Prominent Personalities of Madaripur District
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Haji Shariatullah
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he founder of ‘Faraizi’ Movement in Bengal Haiji
TShariatuallah was a political figure, a preacher of
religion, a religious reformer and a sufi-saint. He was born
in the village of Shamail in the Bahadhurpur Union under
Shibchar Upazilla in the district of Madaripur in 1781.
His father was Abdul Jalil Talukder. At the age of eighteen
he went to the holy Makka and gained profound religious
knowledge for a long period of twenty years and came
back to the country as a religious scholar, famous Arabic
linguist and islamic thinker. After coming back to the
country, he devoted himself to the preaching of Islam and
launched reform works in the superstitious Muslim society
and started a unique movement- The ‘Faraeji Movement.
His religious movement gradually turned into a social and
political movement. At that time the lives of the poor Bengal
farmers became unbearable because of the oppression of
the zaminders and indigo planters. He died in 1840

e ————,

o e e “ —

< T B B e T



E -

= —_— =

*FATSCHRT TFIG 7@ T & (Sbrd5-3b-UR) Sbrds A IWRINF

(SR *IJIT QI Gejaizel FCE | OfF P I JZAewI | Sb-80
AT Torefa Jord =71 77, ol PG SACHET G (TG =T I |
Tl areem & fof 2 +ffb J=a @ wfodiRe F0a v =7 TCT (0K
R0 N | @I (e IS o wfoe | o wfime, SeEin e,
TR BT 3R SR (SRS ) ST TS AL FACTSAT T o
T | G T (BT T RIS R FAAE FRENT TG Sl
TS | @ TRAE RIS TRV 15 =1 s |
TG AT FRFAONE AN AR =S M7 ETeey ol FAares
TS AT ARITTS G a2 TSw Fea | TS Fifdanet qifzy s1ow e,
@ A& M FoH wfim ¢ Ferrams erens AT e ey fhwe
FCE O | T Sbrob (AT SbEq AR 2 Y3 7F TA0TS G *=NfE
e 31 |
FACH | OF @ (e s Faorna it el S ok [y wif-quda
FES FACE SACAFTCT AN ©fF b fog eiee 24 | afefes
RIFTFS oot MG Fof rsiier AT EIRTAa AoTGl K S e
QIR ST A4 FCI |
7 FRTF Sbeq AR PIAIS {99 @ =19 T I 6 | Sbrbd AT e
% *8 FFOR fNFTIS! A7 (G I oS AN T | ShbR A G

L Ca =T =rrermToT

e —— N

= > WIS TS TS (S

vy @ & Dudu Miyah

- E— :
M O®-dbruR

1;‘.?1-_5_._5 T=E o= If‘-_{_, #

- — g
YO

5 \& E ——r

Dudu Miyah was born in 1819 in a village of Madaripur of greater Faridpur
district. Dudu Mia’s real name was Muhsinuddin Ahmad, Dudu Miyah (1819-
1862) succeeded to the leadership of the Faraizi Movement at the death of his
father, Haji Shariatullah, in 1840.

He spent about five years at Makka for schooling and at the age of 19 come
back. It was a very critical moment of serious confrontation of the Faraizis
with the Hindu landlords, European Indigo Planters, conservative Ulama and
the Sabigi or the non-Faraizi Muslim society, who began to attack the Faraizis
individually as well as in combination, in which the government sided with
them.

To confront the opponents of the Faraizis effectively, he revived the traditional
self-governing organisation of Panchayet System for minimizing discord in the
countryside, to check and control local disputes by good-will compromises and
arbitration. He organised a corps of Lathiyals (affray fighters), with whose help
he broke the power of the mercenary and hired clubmen of the zamindars and
Indigo Planters so completely that for the two decades from 1838 to 1857
peace and tranquility prevailed all over the Faraizi areas.

Following the socio-economic policy of his father, Dudu Miyah declared that the
land belongs to the tiller’. This attracted the attention of all denominations of
down trodden peasantry and irrespective of religion and caste all peasantry
focked around him as the supporters of the Faraizi movement. With the help
of his core-khilafat organisation, he minimized the quarrels of the people in
the rural society, arbitrated their disputes, summoned and tried the culprits in
khilafat courts and enforced the judgments effectively.

After the break up of the Sepoy Revolt in 1857, the government arrested him
and kept him under detention at the Alipore Jail near Calcutta till he was set
free in 1861. He died in Dhaka in 1862
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Sunil Gonggopaddhyay
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unil Gonggopaddhyay was born in the village of Maijpara
Sof Madaripur (Greater Faridpur) district on 7 September,
1934. He was a prominent Bengali literary figure in the later
half of the twentieth century. Before his death in 2012, he was
widely known to the Bangla speaking population as one of the
greatest personalities of Bangla literature for four decades. This
Bangladesh born Indian littérateur was at a time a prose writer,
a poet, a novelist,a short-story writer, an editor, a journalist
and a columnist who produced many memorable works. He is
one of the main poets of Bengali literature of post Jibananando
era. He is at the same time modern and romantic. Many of his
poems are written for ordinary people. Sunil Ganggopaddyay
used Pseudonym “Nillohit” “Sanatan Pathak” and “Neel
Upadhyay” etc.

Sunil Ganggopaddyay came to kolkata at the age of four. Since
1953, he started editing a poem called Krittivas. His first volume
of poetry “Eka abong Kawekjon’ and his first novel ‘Attoprokas’
was published in 1966. Some of his worth mentioning books
are ‘Sei Somoy’ ‘Pourbo Paschim’, Arjun, Prothom Alo, Bhanu
and Ranu, Moner Manus etc. In childhood he was the author
of a popular intelligence series “Kakababu-Santu”. Before
his death in 2012 he was the president of the Indian Literary
Organization- Literary Academy and West Bengal children
Academy.
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as the first Bengali Muslim woman doctor of the then
‘ ‘ 7 undivided Bengal. Her ancestral home is at the village

of Gopalpur in Madaripur. She obtained her MBBS
degree in 1935 from Lady Hardinge Medical College in Delhi.
She stood first class first in the MBBS Examination and was
awarded " the Viceroy Medal’ for her outstanding perfomance
in the MBBS Final Examination. Dr. Zohra Kazi served in
different hospitals of the then India as assistant surgeon for
long 13 years. After the Partition in1947,she came back to her
ancestral home and joined Dhaka Medical College and Hospital
in 1948 as Resident Surgeon (Gynae). She was awareded
scholarship in 1955 and successfully obtained DRCOG degree
from London and completed her FCPS from Pakistan. Then
she joined Dhaka Medical College and Hospital as Professor
and Head of the department of Obstetrics and Gynecology.
She also worked in The Holy Family Red-Cristen Hospital, CMH
and Bangladesh Medical College. She was a pioneer in woman
education and played a pivotal role in imparting education to
women folk in Medical Science which substantially increased
the number of enrollment of girl students in MBBS course.
Because of her dedication to the profession, she was awarded
Taghma-E-Pakistan in 1964. She was also awarded Begum
Rokeya Padak and Ekushey Padak. She is called the Florence
Nightingale of Bangladesh.
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Dr. F. R Khan
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orld famous architect Dr. Fazlur Rahman Khan (Dr.

E R Khan) was born in Vandari Kandi village of
Shibchar Upazila of Madaripur district on the 3rd of April
in the year 1929. His Father Khan Bahadur Abdur Rahman
Khan was famous Islamic thinker and educationists.

In the year 1950, Dr. E R khan passed engineering as a
first class first from Ahasan Ullah Engineering College
(BUET). In 1953 he passed in civil engineering and in 1955
he passed M.A in Theoretical and applied Mechanics.
In 1973, he achieved PhD degree from North Western
University. His name spread worldwide because of The
Sears Tower, world’s highest 110 Storied building in the
Chicago City of America.

Dr. E R. Khan was the head of the department of
Architecture of university of Illinois of Chicago. Because of
his outstanding achievements, in the record of engineer’s,
he achieved “Man of the Year” certificate for 4 times.

In 1971, at the time of the war of liberation of Bangladesh,
he organized and led the Bengali Immigrant. In 1999,
Bangladesh Government, for the recognition of Dr. ER.
Rahman’s endowment and special contribution in the war
of liberation, awarded him with the “Shadinota Podok”
(Independence award). World-famous architect Dr. E R.
khan died at an inauspicious time on 26th of March in the
year 1982.



Other meritorious personalities of Madaripur district
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Famous Person :

Sha Madhar
Shadhak;

Kedar Roy : (15 Century) One of the most important
Baro Bhuyan & Jamidar of Bikrampur Pargana.

Alawol : (1597-1673)- Great Poet;

Ambika Charan Mojumder : (1851-1922) Prominent
politician and social worker; President of Indian
National Congress (1916).

Pulin Bihari Das (1877-1949) Head of Dhaka
Onushilon Association of Anti British Terrorist
Movement (1907-10);

© (13-14 Century) Renowned Shufi

Swami Pronabananda Moharaj (1896-1941)
Renowned revolutionary and hero of Swadeshi
Movement.

Fonibhushion Mojumder : (1910-1981); MLA, MPA
and member & Minister of Mujibnagor Caretaker
Government.

Steward Muzibur Rahman: The third accused of
Agartala conspiracy case and one of the organizers of
liberation war.

Moulavi Achmat Ali Khan: (1907-1993) MPA, MP:
Obtained Bengal Governor Medal (1943) and after
death got Independence Day Award (2016).
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Office of the Deputy Commissioner, Madaripur

Administrative Evolution

This region as a very important domain, was ruled by different rulers even before the establishment of the British
Empire. The Madaripur region was assimilated within the Gupta Empire in the fourth century A.D. The kings
Shashank and Harshabardhan ruled the area in the seventh century and the Buddhist rulers ruled in the 9th and 10th
century A.D. In 1204 Ikhtear Uddin Muhammad Bin Bakhtiar Khilji took over the capital city of Naria and it was
the beginning of the Muslim rule in the region. Then the Mughals attacked the area. The Mughal commander Murad
Khan took control of the Fatahabad (Faridpur) and Bakla (Bakerganj). But still the Mughal rule was not enduring
and coherent during the reign of the Mughal ruler Akbar. On 2™ November 1854, Mulfotganj (Madaripur) was
incorporated as a sub-district of the District Bakerganj to check the pirates in the region. Then after a period of 21
years, on 8th September 1875, Madaripur was reallocated under the district of Faridpur instead of Bakerganj. Then
Gopalganj and Kotalipara were separated from Madaripur and the Gopalganj sub-district was formed in 1909. In
1977 Madaripur sub-district was disintegrated to create the Shariatpur sub-district. Finally on 1st March 1984, as a

result of the administrative rearrangement, Madaripur sub-district was dissolved and re-emerged as a district.
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History of Shakuni Lake Madaripur.

akuni Lake is one of the most scenic places of Madaripur district. It is located in the middle of the town

overing a vast area. This artificial lake draws the attention of any tourist of home and abroad. The lake was

xcavated for urbanization. At present the beauty around it attracts all. Different kinds of trees standing
beside the lake have enhanced its beauty. People who are fond of beauty come here from distant places and make it
a meeting place for them. The lake becomes an alluring place because of the fresh air of the morning and the
footsteps of thousands of people make it vibrant. People of all ages come here in a large number. The lake par
remains crowdy till 10-11 pm. The name and fame of the lake has spread everywhere. People from outside the
district also come here to visit it. Although this Lake is made artificially but its natural beauty remains vivid. When
the destruction of the Padma and the Arial Khan was threatening the existence of Madaripur town during the “40s
this lake was dug for the third time in 1943 to save it. During the “40s as there was crisis of soil digging laborers, two
thousand laborers were hired from Bihar and Urisha of India by the then British Administration. A huge number of
laborers finished its digging after nine months’ work. Still now this lake is the largest lake of this area. Anybody
from outside becomes charmed entering this town and seeing the beauty of the lake. The visitors and the tourists
easily find the coffee house,the colorful shower,the watch tower and the portrait of Bangabondhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman in the big beautiful Shakuni Lake. In scorching heat many cool their body with the clean water coming from

the distance. The natural beauty of Shakuni Lake at night is really excellent.
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Bangabandhu L aw College, Madaripur
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Govt. Sufia Womens
College, Madaripur




Madaripur Govt. College, Madaripur
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Thereputed Govt. Shelkh
Hasina Academy and Women'’s
College, Dasar, Kalkini,
Madaripur
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Biam L abor.*a_t gr'y School , run by Madaripur District Administration.
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Ship Personnel Training
Institute SPTI, Madaripur.
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of Madaripur
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Sunset in The Padma
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In Madaripur district on the banks of
the Padma, tourists come to enjoy the
breathtaking beauty of the Padma sunset

the
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The river Kumar flows
through the town of
Madaripur

Palordi River
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Por bot garden, Mustafapur

The famous Porbot garden is located on the
south bank of the river Kumar in Mostafapur of
Madaripur Sadar upazila. Which was one of the
famous picnic spots of the district. The garden
was built by a Rash Bihari Porbot on 26 acres of
land 60 years ago. With hundreds of Species
plants, ponds and the chirping of guest birds,
this garden is a playground of vibrant, unique
beauty.
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Senapati Dighi, Madaripur

This tank is situated in a 16 acre land between
Khatial village and Amratola Village of
Kalkini Thana. From hearsay it is known that,
during the reign of the Mughal Emperor
Jahangir, under the leadership of Subedar
Islam Khan, a huge force of army spent few
days here at their way to Dhaka. This tank was
excavated to meet the shortage of drinking
water by the force of army. This is why this
tank was named as “Senapati’s Tank (Dighi)”.




IS i S

Jamidar bari of Jhaudi
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Present Union Land office
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The Indigo Factory of Mr. Dunlop

Mr. Dunlop’s Indigo Factory is the silent witness of the oppression on
peasants during the British rule. About two hundred years ago, Mr. Dunlop
established the indigo factory on 12 acres of land, which is almost wiped out
today. There is left only a furnaceis left as a memory. This factory is situated
in Auliapur of Chilarchar Union, only 10 km east from the Madaripur
district town.

It is known from the locals, that indigo cultivation started in greater Faridpur
sometimes after the Battle of Palashi. When the peasants of the region were
plagued by the oppression of the indigo factory owners and their peers, at
that very moment, Hazi Shariatullah and his son Pir Mohshinuddin
Dudumia built resistance against the indigo factory owners. The force or
Dudumia had a great fight with the indigo factory owners. The indigo factory
owners fled after being defeated in this battle. The place where this war took
place in Aualipur, later known as Ronokhola.
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Jhaudi Mound
Madaripur Sadar

This mound is an archaeological heritage
which is a claimant of antiquity. It was
built long before the British era. According
to the local residents, it was built by the
people of Magh dynasty. This mound is
more than 100 feet high on a 20 inch brick-
cobblestone. Its location on R.S & C.S
Map. It is still unknown why Magh
Dynasty built it.
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Rajaram Temple

One of the oldest temples of Madaripur district
is the Rajaram Temple. This temple is located
in the village of Khalia under Rajoir upazila of
Madaripur. Rajaram Roy, a distinguished
Hindu Zaminder of Khalia, built thistemplein
the 17" century. The front side of the temple is
in terracota and has many pictures of the
incidents of the Ramayana and the Mahabharat.
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Home of Sadhu Khan
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Madaripur Sadar Upazila was formed as a Thana in
1870.

L ocation and Boundary: The total area of Madaripur
Sadar Upazila is 313.81 square km. It is surrounded by
Shibchar and Jazira Upazila on the north, Kalkini and
Kotalipara Upazila on the south, Shariatpur Sadar
Upazila on the east and Rajoir Upazila on the west.

The main river of this Upazila is Arial Khan. This
Upazila consists of 01 municipality, 16 Unions, 189
Mouzas and 185 villages.

Archaeological heritage and relics: Kazibari Mosque
at Algi (seventeenth century), Kulpadmi Durga Mandir,
Mandir of Shashi Roy, Auliapur Neel Kuthi, Hazrat
Shah Madar Dargah.

History of the War of Liberation : On 24 April 1971
the Pak army killed Abdur Rashid Khan (Sub Jailer of
Madaripur Sadar Upazila) along with his entire family.
A prolonged encounter (8 to 10 December) was held
between the freedom fighters and the Pak army near the
Somaddar Bridge on the Madaripur Takergat Road in
which a number of freedom fighters and Pak soldiers
were killed and wounded. In this encounter, the Khalil
Bahini captured 40 Pak soldiers including one Major
and one Captain. During the wAR OF LIBERATION about 53
freedom fighters of the upazila were killed.

' of the War of Liberation: Mass %Ve 3
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Naming: The name of this Upazila has been named
according to Mr. Kalkini who was the Deputy
Commissioner of Faridpur District. In 1918 Kalkini
was formed as a Thana.

Location and boundary: The total area of Kalkini
Upazila is 279.98 Square km. It is surrounded by
Madaripur Sadar and Shariatpur Sadar Upazilas on the
north, Gouranadi and Mulady Upazilas on the south,
Goshairhat, Mulady and Damuddya Upazilas on the
east and Kotalipara and Gouranadi on the west.

This Upazila consists of 15 Unions, 160 Mouzas and
198 villages.

et = s Archaeological heritage and relics: Three domed
AT TV LUl Mosque of Miabari at Gopalpur (1869); Godadhardi
T it Shiva Mandir at Alinagar, Durga Mandir, Pancha-
Ratna Mandir at Char Fatehpur (1924), Senapati Dighi
(Mughal period).

History of the War of Liberation: During the war oF
LIBERATION in 1971, freedom fighter Anil Chandra
Mallick was killed in an encounter with the Pak army.
Besides, the Pak army conducted heavy plundering and
genocide in different villages of the upazila. They also
set many houses of the upazila on fire
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Traditional fair of Kundu Bari

The Fair of Kundubari of Gopalpur, Kalkini is
noteworthy. The fair in this area is now famous
for wooden furniture. From far distance, traders
bring wooden furniture and sell them in this fair.
People in this area wait for the time of Kundubari
Fair to buy necessary furniture, Besides, puppet
dance, whirligig (Nagrodola) etc. are arranged.
Bamboo made flute, various kinds of bamboo made
things like Saji, kula and other necessary elements,
claymade toys, potteries, toys for kids, and toiletries
for girls, bangles, several kinds of sweet meets are
seen in almost everyone's hand.
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Rajoir upazila
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X - :‘mm Bt - Naming: The name of this upazila has been
] =, named according to the mouza of Rajoir. In
1914 Rajoir was formed as a thana.
Location and Boundary: The total area of
Rajoir Upazila is 229.29 square km. It is
surrounded by Vanga Upazila on north,
Kotalipara and Gopalganj Sadar Upazilas on
south, Madaripur Sadar and Shibchar
Upazilas on east, Muksedpur and Gopalganj
Sadar Upazilas on the west. This upazila
consists of 10 unions, 93 mouzas and 177
villages.
Archaeological heritage and relics:
Sarmangal Mosque, Annapurna Mandir
(1765), Khalia Rajaram Mandir (1825),
temple of Ganesh Pagal, Patitapaban
Sebasrama Mandir, Pranab Math (Bajitpur).
Historical events: ambikacharan |
majumdar of village Sendia in Rajoir upazila
formed the first political party of East Bengal
in 1881 called ‘Faridpur Peoples
Association’. In 1918 he established the
Faridpur Rajendra College. During the war
of liberation the Pak army brutally killed 50
- villagers of Sendia. They also conducted
mass killing, rape, plundering and set many
houses of different villages on fire.
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Kadambari Jamidar Bari
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Naming: The name
of this Upazila has been
named according to Hindus
Great God Mohadev Shib".

Location and Boundary: The
total area of Shibchar Upazila is
321.88 Square km. This Upazila is
surrounded by Louhajang, Sreenagor and
Sadarpur Upazilas on the north, Rajoir and
Madaripur Sadar Upazilas on the south, Zajira
Upazila on east and Bhanga Upazila on the west; In & - ¢
this Upazila there are 12 Bills, Padma Bills, Mirza Char f .’r
Bills, Hasemdi Bill and Baro keshabpur Bill are remarkable. "\ Ff
This Upazila consists 18 Unions, 108 mouzas and 467 &

villages.

Archaeological heritage and relics : Durga Mandir of Raja Basu,
grave of Haji Shariatullah, Bandarkhola Math, Panch Char Math,
remnants of Baikuntha Chowdhury Bari and residence of Rashu
Bbabu (Guatala).

2L
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Historical events: The great Islamic reformist of
Bangladesh Haji Shariatullah (1781-1840) was born at ottt _ B e
village Shamail of this upazila. In the nineteenth . R ] | T —
century faraizi movement was initiated in this region under his AT '
leadership, which later on spread all over East Bengal. His son
Muhsinuddin Ahmad Alias dudumiyan (1819-1862) re-established
the ‘Panchayet System' in the Faraizi dominated region; he even
formed a lathial bahini (affray fighters) for self defense. The
people of this upazila played a distinctive role in the anti British
movementandinthe war of liberation. The Pak army in collaboration : AR W
with the local razakars conducted violation of women, killing, . " N R ——
torturing and plundering in the upazila; they also set many P N ~x
houses of the upazila on fire. A number of skirmishes were e . 3
held between the freedom fighters and the Pak army and R N - e
razakars. The freedom fighters raided the Shibchar AR o
Police Station (thana) on 27 November and captured
all arms and ammunitions of the thana. In this
encounter three freedom fighters were killed.
The freedom fighters also captured 17
razakars of the thana who were
subsequently shot dead at the
playground of Datta Para TN Academy.
Shibchar upazila was liberated on 27
November. This day is being observed as the
“Liberated Shibchar Day'.



] BT (ST

at m o haysd b
papa] i g anba DAl

fLR1 im, iLRi o, “yiYi @i giviici




) j" Tp
et Pt

“Tourism by boat” District Administration, Madaripur
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Liton Chowdhury square

Liton Chowdhury square
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Action plan of Madaripur district branding
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Tourism Board
at

National Tourism

SEERIE
Organization

91{1%7‘[ SESRIC ¢ ‘ommemoration of Dhaka
I [ Touris

Tourism

Entrepreneur

As a first Place Winner in
“SESRIC Award for OIC City of Tourism Dhaka-2019”
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Name of Tourism

Address

Tourism Window

Hawlader Market, Raindi Tola,
Charmugria, Mararipur.

Dhaka Office : 44/12 West
Panthapath, Dhaka- Mobile :
01841152000

(TRIZT § 059098CH OO

(TRI2T 3 05833000
A Giee™ AT | frgnar, TwiReE Euroasia Travel Solution BD | Shibchor, Madaripur
RS e bl sl Belld i Ltd. Dhaka Office:292 inner
8B ’ wers Circurler Road, Sotabdi Centre,
@TC, *rolf% GTOE FEIT, Fokirapool, Dhaka-1000
BIFI-do00 Mobile: 01711957036
IS 8 0545 00Y
Wﬁqqﬁmﬂ ) E]’aﬂ’ I A, AT R Madaripur Travelsand Selina Complex, Graund Floor,
’ ’ Tours Madaripur Sadar, Mobile:
TR T 01726406177
(TS ¢ 0542L80YAq
| Ejas[ T {ITS= TS T AT, Stea RRm Green Toursand Travels Rupshibangla Plaza, Pacchor,
’ ’ Sibchor, Madaripur. Mobile:
TR 01703458323
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Transport of Madaripur

AT AR 03955550835
(eI CIEICE K REET] 05555033908
(T =12 05555059908
o TS 03555039908
5T SAfe<= 03530553bAY
aifee Afaaes 03585OHO8Y O
G sife=e 0358598b LY
4 Az 0593¢599¢qY
o AR 0355893080
oI A=A 0355893080Y
9T A 0543¢ 0033 ¢
SREIR s 03535059908
A AR 03qbb5A330Y
T AR 03535059908
e “Afea=s 0595530835

Sakura Poribahan 01711910429
Sonartory Poribahan | 01919017704
Golden Line 01919017704
Rangha Provat 01919017704
Chandra Poribahan 01920191676
Hanif Poribahan 01949393483
Sonali Poribahan 0194934863

Sarbik Poribahan 01725133572
Egal Poribahan 01994320406
Sugandha Poribahan 01994320406
Metna Poribahan 01725001285
Abdullah Poribahan 01919017704
Isag‘rlif;’hrgﬁkhi 01768972206
Islam Poribahan 01919017704
Soudia Poribahan 01711910429
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Hotel Matribhumi | Old bus stand, 88066162248,
Kukrail, Madaripur, | 01708-529781
Dhaka, Bangladesh

Hotel Bhuiyan Inn | Badamtala Rd 01833-300444
Madaripur 7900

Hotel Sarbick College gate, New 01788-812111
International city, Madaripur,

Madaripur - Dhaka

Hwy, Madaripur

Royel Rest House Uttoron road, puran | 01715-057889
bazar Madaripur

Chandra Rest 0197090809

House

Hotel Rajani Karachi Biri Road, | 01827-150389
Puran Bazar,
Madaripur

Hotel Zahid Sumon Hotel Rd, 01911-106832
Madaripur
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Date Juice and Date M olasses Producer
Name Addrress M obile No.
Md. Mozali Sikder Sikder Bari, Chorkhalipur, 01728512526
Pachkhola.

Md. Hannan Miah Miyabari, Pachkhola. 01980283165
Md. Rafiqul Mattobbarbari, Mattkhali 01781709784
Md. Motahar Talukder Talukder Bari, Chorkukrail 01938522378
Md. Nobir Ali Shorif Chorkukrail, Beribadh 01938495830
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