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FATHER OF MARITIME BANGLADESH!
 
Maritime Scenario after Liberation
After liberation in 1971, the shipping sector’s scenario was miserable. The occupation Pakistani Army took away all the merchant ships and left Chittagong Port with hidden mines all around under the water. Destroyed naval/merchant ships were submerged in the Karnaphuly channel; as a result, the foreign ships were not willing to call here and insurance companies imposed increased premium on ships calling Chittagong Port. Upon return to new country Bangladesh on 10th January 1972 (from the imprisonment in Pakistan), the father of the nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman took all possible efforts to build and organise the country in all sectors including shipping; despite all out national & international resistances against the war-bashed just-born Bangladesh, successes were tremendous during his very short period of 1972-75 (before been assassinated in 1975).
 
March of Maritime Bangladesh 
Bangabandhu managed to resume functioning of Marine Academy and Seamen’s Training Centre immediately. He established the ‘Bangladesh shipping Corporation’ on 5th February 1972. He also managed to procure 19 ocean-going ships at almost free of cost from various friendly countries by 1975; later, by 1983, more 13 ships including 4 brand new ships from Japan (ref: his renowned Japan trip in 1974) were added to the BSC fleet out of his initiatives. Despite hard competition in the then shipping world, the new-born BSC made distinct profit throughout 70’s. Upon his request, a group of Russian maritime experts came to Bangladesh and cleared off the hidden/floating mines and submerged hazards from the Karnaphuly channel in 1972. Before return, at Bangabandhu’s initiative and request, they established Marine Fisheries Academy in 1973 in Chittagong. Bangabandhu commenced the long pending work of the construction of the Chittagong Dry Dock & Heavy Industries (commissioned in 1983). Smaller ship-construction (upto 1,000 DWT) commenced in Khulna Shipyard in 1972. Oil and gas exploration in the Bay of Bengal was commenced in 1973. Informatively, besides being the Prime Minister, additionally he was also the Shipping Minister for a period of 8 July 1974 – 26 Jan 1975.
 
Back the Sailors, Build the Nation!
However due to obvious shortage of seafaring personnel, all the BSC ships used to be mainly manned by foreigners. Shortage of shore-experts in maritime administration, shipping companies, ports and in training centres was more than that at sea. Right after liberation, different foreign countries specially UK (British Technical Aid) and UNDP Funding came forward to train our seafarers. At this stage the newly formed ‘Bangladesh Merchant Marine Officers’ Association’ raised a slogan – Back the Sailors, Build the Nation!
 
Development of Marine Academy 
Bangabandhu took a project titled ‘Development of Marine Academy’ in 1973; the various newer infrastructure we see today are the direct output of that visionary initiative. Such development raised the Academy for being selected as one of the 14 branches of the IMO’s World Maritime University (Sweden) in 1990 and Bangladesh could earn the coveted position in the IMO White List in 2000. Thus Bangladesh has become blessed with a number of seafarers and maritime experts.
 
Therefore, the Father of the Nation was Father of Maritime Bangladesh indeed! 
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COMMANDANT'S MESSAGE
 
Bangladesh Marine Academy bears reputation of producing professionally sound, environmentally aware, prudent and polite Marine Officers. It grooms the young Cadets in accordance with the competence standards as required by the IMO STCW Convention.

This Academy was established in 1962 to provide Pre-Sea Cadet Training and suitably graduate them to join ocean-going ships as Deck Cadets and Cadet Engineers. As the time passed by, a revolutionary change took place in shipping technology resulting in adoption of new IMO conventions to enhance maritime safety and security. To keep pace with the changes and international requirements our Academy has introduced various Post-Sea preparatory and ancillary courses.

The Bangladesh Marine Academy offers excellent educational environment and facilities and imparts quality education and training at international standards; as such it has been awarded a "Branch Status" of World Maritime University (WMU), Malmo, Sweden in 1990. Since inception of the IMO Model Courses, we, as a WMU Branch, had promptly commenced introducing them. And we have hosted various IMO-Bangladesh Joint Programmes and always are enthusiastic hosting such programmes.

Our education and training programmes have been duly modified with introduction of various simulators to meet the challenges of new era following the adoption of the STCW Convention of IMO. Bangladesh has been placed in the "White List" of IMO in 2000 as recognition to the compliance to the requirements of IMO STCW Convention. We are now implementing the new requirements under the STCW 2010.

Bangladesh Marine Academy has a membership with GlobalMET and InterManager; it has got a research-attachment with Australian Maritime College, Tasmania, Australia. The Graduates of the Academy enjoy a spontaneous employment opportunities in various national and foreign-flagged merchant ships.

European Commission audited our Academy and similar institutions/organisations in 2008 on behalf of EMSA (European Maritime Safety Authority) and duly recognised the Bangladesh Maritime Education and Training in 2011.

Recruiting and retaining seafarers has recently become an acute problem for the shipping world; officers shortage is continuously rising. If the global pool of competent and efficient seafarers is to meet future demand, then seafaring must be presented to younger generations as a viable career choice. However, this adventurous profession is increasingly becoming popular among the young generations in Bangladesh. Every year this Academy selects 275 male & 20 female Cadets from among average 7,000 candidates every year. Therefore, spontaneously we are always in line with the IMOs "Go to Sea" campaign. Since inception in 1962, this academy has graduated over 3,500 Cadets. In almost every corner of the globe you will find a Bangladesh Marine Academy Graduate at some keyrole maritime position.

His Excellency Efthimios E. Mitropoulos, Secretary-General of IMO had rightly mentioned "Bangladesh" as a new maritime manpower supplying country, besides China, Indonesia & India in his WMD 2006 Keynote speech.

Remarkably, our Academy lead the Bangladesh delegation to Manila STCW Diplomatic Conference 2010 and Bangladesh was among the few Member States that have initiated and proposed for the "Day of the Seafarer (25 June)". Informatively, the current IMO Secretary General Mr. Koji Sekimizu attended as the Chief Guest at the Golden Jubilee of the Academy and the Day of the Seafarer celebfration on 25 June 2013 at the Academy campus.

The Academy is committed to quality education and training and provides 3 years Pre-Sea Nautical Science and Pre-Sea Marine Engineering. In parallel, the Cadets are also provided with 3 years Bachelor of Maritime Science degree under an affiliation with the National University - Bangladesh.

I, personally, believe that the reputed national and international ship management companies will get a glimpse of our Academy and our educational programmes through this website and will be inspired to make due-use of our Graduates smart and skilled professionalism.

Let’s go hand in hand – Bon Voyage!
 
MarEngr. Dr. Sajid Hussain
                DSc (USA) MSc (Sweden) IEng FIMarEST
Chartered Marine Engineer (UK)
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 Brief life-sketch of SAJID HUSSAIN

MarEngr. SAJID HUSSAIN DSc MSc FIMarEST is serving at the helm of Bangladesh Marine Academy, Chittagong as its COMMANDANT since 15 October 2009. Informatively, he is the FIRST Marine Engineer to be a Commandant of Bangladesh Marine Academy since its establishment in 1962.
 
SAJID HUSSAIN, 54, is a Maritime Expert (IMO-UN & GlobalMET-Australia), Chartered Marine Engineer (IMarEST-London) and a Member to the Board of Governors (2013-2015) of World Maritime University, Malmo, Sweden. He is a Member to the Senate, Syndicate, Council & Finance Committee of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman Maritime University (BSMRMU), Bangladesh.
 
He was a Minor Freedom Fighter at Madhupur Freedom Fighters' Camp (near the border between Naogaon of Bangladesh & West Dinajpur of India) under Sector-7 during Bangladesh liberation war in 1971.
 
After graduating from Bangladesh Marine Academy in 1980, he joined Bangladesh Shipping Corporation as a Cadet Engineer; served on-board BSC ocean-going ships until 1995 [last 5 years as Chief Engineer]; served Bangladesh Marine Academy as its Head of Marine Engineering Department (Chief Engineer: 1995-2009), Commandant (on-contract: 2009-2012) and then promoted to Deputy Commandant in 2012. Currently he is serving as the Commandant (current charge) since Oct 2012.
 
He studied in Liakat-Nazir High School [Pabna], Pabna Zilla School, Rajshahi Cadet College [SSC/HSC (3rd position)], Bangladesh Marine Academy [pre-sea Marine Engineering (2nd position)], South Tyneside College, UK [Marine Engineering] and in World Maritime University, Sweden [MSc in Maritime Safety Administration - Marine Engineering]. Additionally he has also been awarded with a DSc in Marine Engineering as a recognition to his professional excellence.
 
He is a Fellow & Chartered Marine Technologist of the Institute of Marine Engineering, Science and Technology (IMarEST - London); Ex-Chairman of the IMarEST Bangladesh branch (2010-11); former Council Member and current Member of Professional Affairs and Education Committee of IMarEST London HQ.
 
He was the Chief Cadet Captain in 1980 during his cadetship training at Bangladesh Marine Academy and was the elected President of the Asia-Pacific Students Forum and Class Representative at World Maritime University in 1998.
 
His publications include his thesis (A proposal for establishment of a Maritime University in Bangladesh), 20 technical/research papers, 15 books and around 225+ features/articles on shipping, sealife, IT, science & technology and science-fiction. He has achieved the IMarEST Branch Award 2007-08 for his research paper titled "Vision of e-Learning and its application into Maritime Education and Training" and the "IMarEST President's Commendation" in 2012.
 
FAMILY
 
Sajid Hussain is a father of 1 son & 2 daughters. The son is an Architect (married to an Architect too); elder daughter is studying Bachelor in Computer Science & Engineering at EDU at Chittagong and the younger one is studying BBA at IIU at Chittagong. His wife Ms. Meher Nigar is former Head Mistress of Bangladesh Marine Academy K G School (1993-2005). His father is Late Al-Haj Adv. Amzad Hussain [Ex-MP (1973 Parliament) & a Freedom Fighter of Sector-7] and Mother was Late Al-Haj Prof. Janntul Ferdous [Ex-MP (1996 Parliament) & a Freedom Fighter of Sector-7].
 
His contact: sajidocean@yahoo.com, +880-31-2514163 (office).
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Recorded maritime history says that during 50,000 BC people of South Asian region went down to the pacific islands with wooden sailing ships. And the human civilization spread over the other parts of the world through such sea-expeditions.
 
With one of the largest river networks, one of the largest bays, largest delta, longest unbroken sea-beach, one of the oldest sea-ports, over 60,000 seafarers during the first half of 20th century, ancient wooden shipbuilding heritage and recent modern ocean-going shipbuilding impulse – Bangladesh is truly a maritime country. Besides, we are keeping world shipping green through the process of safe recycling of scrapped ships! ‘Made in Bangladesh’ wooden ships had been used in Turkey, China, Portugal and Germany during 13th-18th centuries. Therefore, Bangladesh possesses rich maritime heritage and current professional feat as well.
 
World scenario was changing fast after the WWII (1939-46). Pakistan along with East Bengal (Bangladesh) became independent in 1947 from British rule. Thereafter, the then Pakistan Government looked into developing various industrial training facilities. As such a scheme for establishing a marine academy beside Bay of Bengal had been sanctioned in 1952. Juldia Point (valleys of Juldia-Rangadia) at the Karnaphuly river-mouth at Bay of Bengal was chosen for the planned academy. Interesting to note that the reason was to create a ‘ship-like environment’ due to geographical location the Juldia Point was considered as it was almost like a ship but not floating! Such suitable facility/location was unique in the country and was not available from Suez to South-East Asian countries except India. (Project Plan – Development of Marine Academy, Phase – II [1973-1980])
 
Building basic infrastructure commenced. The establishment budget was Taka 31.19 lakhs in 1952, then increased to Taka 53 lakhs in 1959 and finally to Taka 58.3 lakhs in 1961. The initial project was completed with the aim of training 22 Nautical Cadet Officers and 22 Marine Engineering Cadet Officers. The new-built ‘Mercantile Marine Academy’ went into functioning from 3rd September 1962.
 
Afterwards, during our Great Liberation War 1971 the then Pakistan Government shifted the Academy's function to Karachi leaving this Academy abandoned. Immediately after liberation, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman resumed it as Marine Academy with appointing Capt. (Merchant Marine) M L Rahman as the Commandant (first Bangalee Commandant). Bangabandhu also took a project titled "Development of Marine Academy (1973-1980)" and could raise the Academy at the forefront of maritime professional excellence in South Asia.
 
 
TIME LINE: 1952 – 2009
 
 
1952    Government took the decision of establishment of a Marine Academy at Chittagong.
 
1962    Mercantile Marine Academy was established under Colombo Plan; commenced
              functioning from 3 September 1962.
 
1971    Pakistan Government shifted the Academy at Karachi leaving MMA abandoned.
 
1972    Bangabandhu started it as “Marine Academy” and appointed Capt. M L Rahman as the
             first Bangalee Commandant.
 
1973    A Project titled “Development of Marine Academy” was launched by Bangabandhu.
 
1975    Prime Minister Capt. M Mansur Ali visited the Academy and attended the 10th batch
              Cadets’ Graduation Parade as the Chief Guest.
 
1976    Chief Engineer of Marine Academy Mr. Ken R G Rotter introduced 4 years’ Engineer
              Cadet Training Scheme at the Academy in accordance with the UK Merchant Navy
               Training Board.
 
1977    British Prime Minister Mr. James Callaghan visited the Academy.
 
1080    Mr. Chandrika Prashad Srivastava, Secretary General of IMO, visited the Academy.
 
1987    Ship simulator (Navsim-4) was collected for training.
 
1989    The project titled “Development of Marine Academy” has been completed successfully.
 
1990    Marine Academy achieved the coveted recognition as one of the 14 branches of World
             Maritime University (established by IMO in 1983).
 
1992    Under the certification of University of Chittagong, 2 years’ Bachelor of Science degree
             course has been introduced.
 
1996    Under the certification of National University, 2 years’ Bachelor of Science degree course
             has been introduced.
 
1996    The new Governing Body (current) of the Academy has been formed.
 
2000    The names of the 2 disciplines of the Cadet Training – Nautical and Engineering  have been formally & officially renamed as the Pre-sea Nautical Science and Pre-sea Marine Engineering respectively.
 
2000    Ensuring complete compliance to the requirements of the STCW ’95 Convention,
            Bangladesh has been duly included in the IMO’s White.
 
2003    Under the certification of National University, the 3 years’ Bachelor of Maritime Science degree course started.
 
2004    Plan taken in hand to enhance Bangladesh Marine Academy into a Maritime University.
 
2007    The Academy has been awarded with the “World Maritime Day Award” as a recognition for providing maritime training at international standard.
 
2008    European Commission (EMSA) audited the Academy (recognised in 2011).
 
2009    A project titled “Enhancing Capacity of Marine Academy” has been commenced.
 
2009    A programme titled “Modernization of Training Facility” has been commenced.
 
2010    Academic link (for STCW 2010) with AMC Australia.
 
2011    European Commission (EMSA) recognized the Academy.
 
2011    Hon'ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina visited Academy on 26 Feb 2011 & unveiled Inaugural Plaque for Sheikh Mujib Maritime University.
 
2011    IMO SecGen Efthimios E. Mitropoulos visited on 13 Jan 2011 and inaugurated the Seafarers Memorial.
 
2011    IMO Mission on 28-29 March 2011 (STCW 2010).
 
2011    All courses revised according to STCW 2010 requirements.
 
2012    Female Cadets training introduced.
 
2012    E-Learning & CBT introduced.
 
2012    Employment Drive in cooperation with IMEC & SSA (Singapore).
 
2013    New approved Projects: Training Ship & Nav/Engine Simulators.
 
2013    IMO SecGen Mr. Koji Sekimizu has visited Academy on 25 June.
 
2014    Singed MOU with WMU for joint Academic Program
 
2014    Membership with GOBTC.
 



















	OVERVIEW, MISSION & VISION
	


Overview
Marine academy, having an excellent prestigious past of four decades, has achieved the requisite professional status by being a branch of world maritime University in 1990 and through the inclusion of Bangladesh in the White List of the international Maritime Organization (IMO) in 2000. Therefore the coveted international status of this Academy with the STCW 95 international convention for all levels of maritime education. Undoubtedly, Marine academy is a unique institution in South Asia and known for its maritime excellence. Above all, we are committed to world class maritime manpower development.
 
[bookmark: mission_stat]Mission & Vision
To explore and recognize the potential seafaring talents, suitably train them and make them adequately equipped with officer like qualities so as to groom them up as future leaders in all fields, especially in the field of shipping and guide the men under their command with ability and confidence.
 
To give such co-curricular and disciplinary training which will enable a cadet to take his place as an officer of the merchant marine field and face with courage, endurance and fortitude, the rigours of life and career at sea.
 
To develop in cadets, through constant guidance and supervision, a sense of purpose, loyalty, devotion to duty, uprightness, adaptability under all trying circumstances, pride of profession and spirit to service which will make them valuable and distinguished members of their profession proud citizen of Bangladesh.
 
To achieve a minimum academic and professional standard which will enable the cadets to appear in examinations of Class-III (Deck/Engineer) Certificate of Competency (COC) after completion of prescribed sea training on board.
 
To provide them with a sound background in management and technical skills so that following service at sea, they may take up leadership positions ashore in different maritime and industrial sectors.
 


















	GOVERNING BODY
	


There is a governing body headed by Secretary Ministry of Shipping and 9 other distinguished members from government, autonomous and private organization. The main functions and activities of the governing body is to provide directives with regards to maintain the Marine Academy as a center of maritime excellence, financial management analysis, evolution of standard of training and trainees and to evaluate effectiveness of the training.
 
Members of the governing body are :
· Secretary Ministry of Shipping- Chairman
· Joint secretary Ministry of Shipping Member
· Joint secretary Ministry of Establishment- Member
· Joint secretary Ministry Finance-Member
· Director General Department of Shipping- Member
· Chairman, Chittagong Port Authority- Member
· Managing Director, Bangladesh Shipping Corporation- Member
· Principal, National Maritime Institute- Member
· President, Bangladesh Ocean Going Ship- Member Owners Association.
· Commandant, Marine Academy- Member Secretary.
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PROFESSIONAL PROFILE OF ACADEMY
 
Vision                                                        : Emerging as a leading maritime education, training and
                                                                     research facilities provider in the shipping world through
                                                                     continuous innovation and endeavors.
 
Mission                                                     : Developing World-Class Maritime Leaders
 
Name                                                        : Bangladesh Marine Academy
                                                                     [pre. names: Mercantile Marine Academy (1962-1971)
                                                                     Marine Academy (1972-2009)
 
Type                                                           : Full Government Institution
 
Administrative Organization                  : Ministry of shipping
 
Monitoring (Academic) Organization   : Department of Shipping
 
Degree Providing Organization             : National University, Bangladesh
 
Awards                                                       : Word Maritime Day Award 2007
 
Main Course                                              : Pre-Sea Cadet Training
                                                                       (Bachelor of Maritime Science Degree)
 
Ancillary Courses                                     : Post-Sea courses (IMO Model Courses)
 
Form of Pre-Sea Course                        : Residential and Regimental
 
Working Language for Education         : English
 
Employment Rate                                    : 100%
 
Yearly recruit of Cadets (Pre-Sea)           : 275 Cadets including 20 Female (current)
 
Number of Trained Pre-Sea Cadets    : 3,500 (1962-2011)
 
Number of Trained Post-Sea Officers   : 30,00 (Marine Officer & Marine Engineer)
 
Campus Area                                             : 100 Acres
 
Location                                                      : Located in a beautiful picturesque surrounding on the
                                                                        lush-green hills and valleys of Juldia, Chittagong on
                                                                        the east bank of the river Karnaphuly
 
Website                                                      : www.macademy.gov.bd
 
Contact                                                       : Phone: 031-251415-6; Fax: 031-2514160
                                                                       e-mail: info@macademy.gov.bd
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1. Recruitment Gazette of MAB
· File Type - [image: http://macademy.gov.bd/portal/images/pdf_button.png] ,  File Size- 203KB,    Download
[bookmark: ctz_charter]2. Right to Information Act
· File Type - [image: http://macademy.gov.bd/portal/images/pdf_button.png] ,  File Size- 155KB,    Download
[bookmark: nis_bma]3. Work-Plan for National Integrity Strategy, 2016-17, BMA
· File Type - [image: http://macademy.gov.bd/portal/images/pdf_button.png] ,  File Size- 305KB,    Download
4. Information Officer (focal point) : Mr. Md. Azizul Haque (admin officer)
· e-mail: mdazizulhaque901@gmail.com ,  Phone: +88 031 2514151-6,Ext- 210
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