A E gy

PRESIDENT
PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH
BANGABHABAN, DHAKA
29 Agrahayan 1432

14 December 2025

Message

Today, 14 December, marks Martyred Intellectuals Day- a day of profound
sorrow in the history of Bangladesh. On this day in 1971, the Pakistani occupation
forces, along with their collaborators, brutally killed some of the nation’s brightest
sons. I pay my deepest respect and heartfelt tribute to those valiant intellectuals
whose sacrifice accelerated our struggle for liberation. I pray for the forgiveness and
eternal peace of their departed souls.

Intellectuals are the architects of a nation’s development and progress.
Through the pursuit of free thought, creative endeavours, innovative capacities, and
the promotion of democratic ideals, they contribute to building a knowledge-based
and prosperous society. For this reason, the occupation forces, facing imminent
defeat, carried out a brutal killing mission across Dhaka and beyond to make the
nation bereft of talent. Renowned academics, writers, doctors, scientists,
philosophers, engineers, lawyers, journalists, artists, and political thinkers were
mercilessly abducted and murdered. Bangladesh still carries the wound of losing its
finest minds at the dawn of independence.

The unwavering courage and resilience of the martyred intellectuals in the
face of oppression remain unparalleled and eternally remembered in the nation’s
history. I firmly believe that if we build a new Bangladesh- free from discrimination
and guided by the ideals and path left by the martyred intellectuals- we can create a
secular and prosperous nation inspired by the spirit of the Liberation War, thereby
fulfilling their sacrifice.

J. Ghnhabool ol
Mohammed Shahabuddin
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CHIEF ADVISER

GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF
BANGLADESH

29 Agrahayan 1432
14 December 2025

Message

Today is Martyred Intellectuals Day—an occasion of profound sorrow and
disgrace in the history of Bangladesh. In the final days of the great Liberation War, when
defeat was inevitable, the Pakistani occupation forces and their local collaborators
brutally killed our intellectuals in an attempt to cripple Bangladesh intellectually. On this
tragic day, I pay my deepest respects to the martyred intellectuals and to all valiant
martyrs of the Liberation War, and I pray for the eternal peace and salvation of their
departed souls.

The martyred intellectuals were frontline warriors in our struggle of ideas against
the oppressive Pakistani regime. Through their intellect, wisdom, cultural pursuits, and
powerful writings, our intellectuals played a pivotal role in uniting the nation and
mobilising public opinion in favour of the Liberation War. Their intellectual and strategic
guidance to the wartime government also made invaluable contributions to stecring the
nation towards victory.

On the eve of the Bengali nation’s triumph, the occupation forces and their
collaborators abducted and brutally murdered patriotic academics, journalists, writers,
physicians, scientists, lawyers, artists, engineers, philosophers, politicians, thinkers, and
countless other enlightened minds. Through this premeditated and barbaric massacre, the
anti-liberation forces sought to render Bangladesh-—a nation on the verge of
independence—intellectually barren but ultimately failed.

Our martyred intellectuals had envisioned a democratic, developed, and
prosperous Bangladesh. The present Interim Government, formed through the July
uprising, has embarked on building a just and equitable new Bangladesh with the support
of the entire nation. I firmly believe that through these efforts, we will be able to fulfil the
cherished lifelong dream of our martyred intellectuals.

Let us all unite anew on Martyred Intellectuals Day. Through our collective
efforts, let us build a developed and prosperous Bangladesh for the future.

o™

Professor Mulfammad Yunus
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