The excavated remain of the Buddhist vihara is
rectangular in shape. Two temples at the east, four
monastic cells at the north, nine cells at the south and
seven cells at the west characterize the four wings of the
vihara. At the centre of the western wing a large room
with a projection to the external side was probably the
main entrance into the vihara. The vihara measures 60
m (north-south) and 90 m (east-west). Courtyard is 34.5
m (north-south) and 40.6 m (east-west).

To the east of the Buddhist vihara, two Buddhist
temples have been exposed. The temple of the north
east corner is measured 19 m (north-south) and 24 m
(east-west). The temple, which at the centre of the
eastern wing (just opposite the central cell of the
westem wing), measures 21 m (north-south) and 24 m
(east-west). The highest points of the exposed walls of
these temples are now 2.5 m above the surrounding
land. These temples were built by constructing blind
cells and the style is known as cellular style. Similar
style and ground plan are noticeable in the temples at
Bharat Bhayna in the vicinity, Dumdum Pirosthan Dhibi
at Monirampur and Jhurijhara Dhibi at Tala. All these
temples with similar ground plans are located in the
southwestern part of Bangladesh and represent a distinct
architectural style which was developed during c. 9th-
10th centuries CE in the region.
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Archacological excavation at the Dalijhara mound in
Kashimpur village of Keshabpur upazila in Jashore
district has uncovered the remains of a 'Buddhist
Vihara-Temple Complex'. The first period of
construction and occupation of this 'Vihara-Temple
Complex' can tentatively be ascribed to c. 9th - 11th
centuries CE on the basis of relative and typological
dating of pottery assemblages.

The edifice continued to be
reconstructed, modified and
reoccupied possibly till ¢. 16th -
17th centuries CE. The nature
and use of the edifice might
either be changed or modified
during the later periods. It is not
possible to determine the nature
of the later functions of the
remains at this initial stage of the
research.

The layout and spatial pattern
of the excavated architectural
remains are similar in some
ways to other Buddhist viharas/ |
mahaviharas in Bangladesh and
eastern part of India.

The exposed remains, however, have several distinct
architectural attributes. For example, two verandas were
constructed at the front and back of the cells which are
organized on the northern, western and southern wings
of the vihara. The cells were separated from each other
by ambulatory passages. These passages were blocked
in later periods that were marked with modifications
and reconstructions of different parts of the edifice. In
lieu of cells, the southwest and northwest corners of the
vihara were covered with brick-soling.

Three cellular temples shaped the eastern wing. The
temple at the southeast corner was completely destroyed
because of the recent construction of houses by the
locals. As apsidal entrance with extended structural
remains connects the courtyard with the central temple
to the east. A square shrine at the centre of the courtyard
with an ambulatory passage represents multiple periods
of reconstructions and repairs like the brick paved
courtyard with similar reconstructions with reused
bricks. One of the most notable finds is the black
deposit of rice grains mixed with potsherds. This
deposit is stratigraphically earlier than the exposed
architectural remains of the vihara, and it probably
represents the earliest period of occupation and human
activities at this locality.



