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Development Initiative for Social Advancement (DISA)
E/11 Pallabi Extension, Mirpur- 11 %, Dhaka-1216

DISA on “RTI Act. 2009” Implementation in Cooperation with IC Bangladesh

Right To Information Act-2009” has been in force from July 2009 in Bangladesh and Information
Commission has also been established accordingly with a view to ensuring accountability & transparency as
well as to reduce corruption both in Public and Private sector. Under this Act, the public has got the right to
know any information from the public, autonomous and statutory organizations and other private

organizations constituted or run by the government or foreign financing including NGOs & MFIs regarding
the service they provide or activities they are carrying out (except few (Eight) Govt. agencies cited in the
RTI Act.). As per the RTI Act-2009, every government and non-government organizations, institutions
should have a Designated Officer (DO); for providing such information. Right To Information- RTI Act.
2009 is strongly relevant to Client Protection of Microfinance program.

On the above contexts, considering involvement of community people, areca coverage, monetary
transactions, responsibility, accountability, transparency and growth of the microcredit sector, we can realize
the importance of awareness and application of RTI Act. through NGOs/ MFls. So that taking forward RTI
Act.-2009 through NGO/MFIs ultimately will be promoting awareness raising, reducing corruption and
extremely helping in the establishment of protection mechanisms for the huge number of group members/
clients in all over the country.

In this connection DISA has been working since 2014 on “Right To Information- RTI Act-2009" in
cooperation and partnership with Information Commission Bangladesh. In 2015, DISA has attended in
meeting and other events organized by Information Commission Bangladesh and other organizations for
taking forward RTI Act-2009 in all over the country. DISA Also contributed a lot in the management and
organizing Right To Information -RTI Week 2015 (28 Sept. to 4™ October 2015) as one of the partner
organizations of Information Commission Bangladesh.

From Right: Meeting Chairperson Md. Shahid Ullah, Chief Executive of DISA, Chief Guest Professor Dr. Khurshida
Begum Sayeed, Information Commissioner of Information Commission Bangladesh, Guests Mr., Jesse Smith, Business




Business Development Advisor, DLDP, DISA & Ms. Salima Naznin Bithi, Advisor of Alghar, DISA at the discussion
meeting on RTT Act-2009 at DISA Academy, Dhaka, Bangladesh.

DISA actively participated in Observing “Right To Information Week-2015" jointly with the
Information Commission Bangladesh and other likeminded organizations/NGOs.

As part of the RTI Week, DISA organized a discussion meeting on the RTI Act.-2009 with a view
to sensitize community people and the other relevant organizations. There are 60 participants from
different sectors including community leaders, NGOs, GO, MFIs and students of College &
University have attended in the event. Professor Dr. Khurshida Begum Sayeed, Information
Commissioner of Information Commission Bangladesh has kindly graced the Meeting as the Chief
Guest while Mr. Jesse Smith, Business Development Advisor, DLDP,DISA & Ms. Salima
Naznin Bithi Advisor of Aloghar, DISA were present as Special Guests &Md. Shahid Ullah,
Chief Executive, DISAChaired the event. The main paper on RTI. Act-2009 has been presented at
the event by Mr. Md. Abul Khaer, Sr. Manager of Training &Communication, DISA.

DISA also published Posters and stickers for Information Commission Bangladesh on the occasion
of RTI Week 2015 which have been distributed in all over the country through all 64 Districts of
Bangladesh.

Finally DISA has attended actively at the Right To Information-RTI Rally and discussion on the 4"
October 2015 as one of the partners organization of Information Commission Bangladesh meeting
what has been inaugurated by the Honorable Minister of Ministry of Information.
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Research Initiatives Bangladesh (RIB) is an organization pioneering in effective promotion of RTI
law in Bangladesh. RIB has been working relentlessly in promoting RTI and so far has made a
significant, noticeable success in creating awareness and taking out RTI to the people at large. The
various activites of RIB are as:

S1. | Name of Activities | Description Pictures under activities |

01 | Participation in | To observe
RTI Week | International RTI Day
celebration on 28" September,
organized by | Information
Information Commission organized
Commission. RTI Week with

participations of NGOs
in which RIB
participated in Rally,
discussion and RTI
Fair.




Meeting with | Recently RIB
Government undertook a research

officials at | project by which RIB is

Cabinet Division, | trying to develop a

Information mechanism for

Commission and | effective

District implementation of RTI

Administration | Act 2009 through
District Advisory

Committee as well as
friendly relationship is
developed between
demand and supply
side. For the activities
purpose under this
research project RIB
held several meetings
with Government
officials at Cabinet
Division, District
Administration at
Gazipur & Nilphamari
District. In the process
RIB has received
enormous support from
Cabinet Division and
Information
Commission of
Bangladesh.

03 |RTI & PAR | RIB has organized RTI,

Training, PAR  training and
Community community human
meeting for | rights awareness
human rights | program in the year
awareness 2015 under its various

projects. In such
trainings and awareness
program total number
of 19683 participants
was present.

Statement of RTIT application 2015.

Population Application | Appeal Complaint Remarks
Applicants mainly | 2100 47 21 Answer
include people received=1658
belonging to Complaint

group, ultra poor
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and other
community people,
students, society
members etc
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Training on RTI Act 2009 to Government
Officials at Ministry of Defence

Dhaka; November 2015
Partner; Information Commission
Number of participants: 110

The government officials at the ministry were oriented
¥ on Right to Information (RTI) Act’s efforts to enhance
the service delivery of RTI by the ministry-level public
officials. This shall strengthen the cap acity of
1 government officials at Bangladesh Ministry of Defense
to use legal sanctions to oversee the implementation of
Right to Information (RTI) Act 2009.

Public Awareness on RTI Act 2009 at NSU
Dhaka; November 2015

Partner: Information Commission

Number of participants: 100

An orientation and training session on Right to
Information (RTI) Act for students and faculty members
of North South University. The Chief Information
Commissioner, Mohammad Farooq and the Information
Commissioner Dr. Kurshida B. Sayeed urged the
audience to learn more about RTI and how they could
use it in their personal and professional matters. FNF
Country Representative Dr. Najmul Hossain said "The
Act can be a catalytic instrument in promoting good
governance and accountability in Bangladesh."

Workshop on "Right to Information Act 2009"
training for Journalists at Gazipur

Gazipur; November 2015
Partner: Information Commission
Number of participants: 100

“Journalists can make a real impact on citizen
empowerment in Bangladesh” says the Information
Commissioner Mr. Nepal Chandra Sarker at a training
workshop jointly held by Friedrich Naumann Foundation
for Freedom (FNF), Bangladesh and Information
Commission of Bangladesh. The workshop addressed the
journalists at Gazipur to apply Right to Information
(RTI) Act and develop the quality as well as the
authenticity of media reporting. “Enhancing the media’s
ability to gather information will raise informed citizenry
to establish good governance in the country”™ added Mr.
Md. Zahid Ahsan Russel, Member of Parliament (MP).
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Training of Trainers (ToT) from Different
Ministries on Right to Information Act 2009

Dhaka; March-June 2015
Partner: Information Commission
Number of participants: 24 in each of 5 workshops

To empower the citizens to fully understand Right to
Information (RTI) Act of 2009, the Information
Commission of Bangladesh has launched a new initiative
to educate senior officers from various ministries as RTI
trainers. The aim is to organize a series of Training of
Trainers or ToT workshops to enhance the active
involvement of public officers in implementing the RTI
Act across the country. The Friedrich Naumann
Foundation for Freedom (FNF) has supported five
rounds of this training programme.

Video Production on A Liberal Approach to
Climate Change

A short video documentary on climate change issues
produced by Information Commission, Bangladesh in
support of FNF Bangladesh. The documentary highlights
a few major incidences of climate change’s impact on
Bangladesh’s freshwater and riverine systems. It intends
to illustrate public awareness on Right to Information
(RTI) law as a liberal measure to induce government
measures to conserve Bangladesh’s valuable riverine
systems and freshwater resources. The documentary
aimed to create a platform to synergize efforts from
citizens to push for policy reforms towards environment
protection.
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