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International Seminar-1: “Cultural Diversity and Language
Documentation” Seminar Titled

The International Mother Language Institute (IMLI) held an international
seminar titled “Cultural Diversity and Language Documentation” on 25th
November 2025.

The seminar was attended by Professor Dr. Wakil Ahmed, Ex
Pro-Vice-Chancellor of the University of Dhaka and Ex Vice-Chancellor of
BNU, as the Chief Guest. The program was inaugurated by Ms. Rehana
Parveen, Secretary of the Secondary and Higher Education Division,
Ministry of Education. The keynote paper was presented by Dr. Susan Vize,
Head of the UNESCO Dhaka Office. The seminar was chaired by Professor
Dr. Mohammad Ashaduzzaman, Director of the International Mother
Language Institute.

8¢




The welcome address was delivered by Mr. Abul Kalam, Additional
Director of the Institute. In his speech, he highlighted the goals and
objectives of the Institute and explained the importance of language
preservation and research. In her inaugural speech, Ms. Rehana Parveen
highlighted the global reality of endangered languages and reiterated
Bangladesh’s state commitment to mother tongue based education and
language preservation.
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International Seminar-2025

The Chief Guest Professor Dr. Wakil Ahmed elaborated on the historical
background of Bangladesh’s multifaceted cultural heritage and linguistic
diversity, emphasizing the importance of mutual tolerance and cultural
harmony. In the keynote presentation, Dr. Susan Vize provided an in-depth
discussion on the interrelationship between cultural diversity and language
documentation, the significance of indigenous languages, existing
challenges and strategies for their preservation.

Research papers were presented at the seminar by Dr. Ahmedul Kabir,
Professor Md. Samyul Haque and Dr. Golam Rabbani. The discussants
included David A. Peterson, Professor Ibrahim Hossain, Professor Dr. Zeng
Qiong and Professor Dr. Mohammad Ashaduzzaman. The discussions
highlighted key issues such as the use of artificial intelligence, endangered
language preservation, documentation methodologies, ethical considerations
and community based participation.
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International Seminar-2: “Language Preservation and Community
Empowerment” Seminar Titled

The International Seminar 2026 on the theme “Language Preservation and
Community Empowerment” was held on 22 February 2026 at the
International Mother Language Institute (IMLI), Dhaka, under the
Secondary and Higher Education Division of the Ministry of Education. The
seminar brought together national and international scholars, policymakers
and experts to explore the role of language preservation in inclusive
development and community empowerment.

The program commenced with registration at 8:30 AM, followed by the
inaugural session. In his welcome address Mr. Abul Kalam emphasized that
language is not merely a tool of communication but also a carrier of cultural

identity, collective memory and indigenous knowledge.
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International Seminar-2026

The keynote presentation was delivered by Mr. Norihide Furukawa from
UNESCO Dhaka Office, who linked language preservation with the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). He underscored the effectiveness
of mother tongue—based multilingual education in improving learning
outcomes, fostering social cohesion and promoting community empowerment.
The Chair of the seminar, Professor Dr. Mohammad Ashaduzzaman
reaffirmed the Institute’s commitment to linguistic research and emphasized
Bangladesh’s responsibility to protect its rich linguistic diversity.
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The first paper was presented by Dr. S. M. Arif Mahmud focused on the
promotion of linguistic diversity through Mother Tongue—Based
Multilingual Education (MTB-MLE). He demonstrated that multilingual
education enhances cognitive development, literacy skills and social
inclusion while supporting the preservation of minority and indigenous
languages. However, he identified several challenges, including inadequate
teacher training, lack of learning materials, policy gaps and prevailing
sociocultural attitudes. The discussant Dr. Zeng Qiong appreciated the
paper’s rights-based approach and highlighted its alignment with global
frameworks such as SDG 4 and the International Decade of Indigenous
Languages (2022-2032).

The second paper, presented by Dr. Ahmedul Kabir, examined the use of
Artificial Intelligence (Al) for language preservation and revitalization. He
discussed how technologies such as Natural Language Processing, machine
learning and digital archiving can support the documentation and
revitalization of endangered languages. While presenting global examples,
he also addressed the context of Bangladesh, emphasizing both
opportunities and challenges, including limited data, technical constraints,
financial barriers and ethical concerns.

The third paper was presented by Professor Md. Samyul Haque focused on
the documentation of endangered languages in Bangladesh. He highlighted
that language endangerment is closely linked to the decline in
intergenerational transmission and shrinking domains of use. He emphasized
the urgent need for systematic documentation to preserve linguistic heritage,
cultural memory and traditional knowledge. The discussant Professor
Ibrahim Hossain stressed the importance of community-centered,
technologically supported documentation initiatives, noted ongoing efforts
in Bangladesh including digital documentation projects and policy
measures.

The seminar concluded with an interactive question-and-answer session,
where participants from various universities actively engaged in discussion.
In the closing session, the Chair expressed gratitude to all speakers,
discussants, participants and emphasized the need for coordinated efforts in
language preservation through policy support, community participation and
technological innovation.
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