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MINISTER -
el %
Ministry of Foreign Affairs (28 m’g
Govemment of the People's ey
Republic of Bangladesh g
Message

1 am pleased 1o know that Iniernational Mothes Language Institute is publishing a
souvenis on the occasion of the Inteinational Mother Language Day 2022,

Om this solemn oceasion, [ remember with sincere reverence all language martyrs
meluding Rafiq, Salam, Barkat, Jabbar and Shafiur who sacrificed their precious
lives to achieve the Tight of our mother tongue Bangla on 21 February 1952,

On this historic day, T recall with utmost veneration the greatest Bengali of all
times, the Father of the Wation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman under whose
mesmerizing leadership, through a methodical struggle for self-autonomy from 1952
to 1971, we achieved a sovereign Bangladesh based on the sweetest language, rich
culture and distinet heritage. After the independence of Bangladesh. Bangabandhu
established Bangla as our state language in 1972 and then, for the first time, he
delivered his speech in Bangla at the 29th session of the General Assembly of the
United Nations on 25® September 1974 and presented the esgence of Bangla to the
world in a new light. On this day, I comvey my warmest wishes to all Bangla speaking
people around the world and people from diverse linguistic and cultural backgrounds.

Following the path of Bangabandhu, his able daughter Prime Minister Sheikh Hasing
18 resolute o build & knowledge-based and prosperous Bangladesh, As & result of
Various pragmeatic initistives taken by the present government, our country has been
transformed into an economic miracle with & sustained and enviable growth for last
12 years. The present government continues to meke mpid and significant progress
in evonommic and social development which has helped (o inciease the living standard
of the gencral people. The government has been working elentlessly to turn
Bangladesh into & developed country by the year 2041, Bangladesh is a
“development miracle™ in terme of sustainable GDF growth mate and socio-cconomic
parameters achieved under the dynamic leadesship of Piime Minigter Sheikh Hasina.
I am also happy to leamn that the UN General Assembly has proclaimed the period
between 2022 and 2032 as the International Decade of Indigenous Languages. This
will go a long way to raise global attention on the critical risks confronted by
indigenous langnages.

With the ingpiration of *Immortal Ekushey® we will engage ourselves to transform
Bangladesh into a technology based developed and iconic country- let it be our
pledge on this historic day.

Juy Bangla, Joy Bangabandhu,

May Bangladesh Live Forever. f:r_,/J.

Dr. A K Abdul Momen, MP
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Director-General
UMESCO

Message

on the oeeasion of International Mother Langnage Day (IMLD)
21 Febrnary 2022

When he expresses his desire to reacquaint himself with his lanpuage, Hamet. the boy
created by the wiiter Diadié Dembélé, is expiessing a univeisal and fundamental need

Indeed, svery language has a certain rhythm, a certain way of approaching things, of
thinking about them. Learning or forgetting a langwage is thus not merely about
acquiring of loging a means of comtmumication. It 15 about sesing an entive world either
appear of fade away.

From the very first day of school, many schoolchildren have the ambivalent experience
of discovering one language - and the woild of ideas which comes with it - and
forgetting another one: the language they have known since infancy. Worldwide, four
out of ten students do not have access to education in the language they speak ar
understand best; ag a result, the foundation for their leaming is more fragile.

This distancing from the mother tongue affects us all, for linguistic diversity is a
common good And the protection of lingnistic diversity is a duty.

Technology can provide new tools for protecting linguistic diversity. Soch tools, for
example, facilitating their spread and analysis. allow us to record and preserve languages
which sometimes exist only in oral form. Put simply. they malke local dizlects a shared
heritage,

However, because the [nternet poses a risk of linguistic uniformization, we must also be
aware that technological progress will serve phurilingualism only as long as we make the
effort to engure that it does, The designing of digital tools in several lunguagss, the
supparting of media developmeant, and the supporting of access to connectivity: all this
needs to be done so that people can discover different languages without giving ap their
respective mother tongues,

The International Decade of Indigenous Languages, which began this year. should, by
channelling the efforts of researchers, broadcasters and speakers, give new momentum
i the protection of these mvaluable repositories of know-how and worldviews. As the
lead agency for Decade-related work, UNESCO is fully committed to this cause.

On this international day. I thus call on evesyone able to do so to defend linguistic and
cultural divergity, which makes up the universal grammar of our shared humanity,

Ms Audrey Azoulay
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Head of Office and
UNESCO Representative to m unesco |
Bangladesh

Message

In 2022, the woeld 18 celebeating the 237 edition of International Mother Language Day
{21 February, IMLDY) sipce its proclamation by UNESCO in 1999, The IMLD 2022 theme
“Lsing technology for multilingunl learning: Challenges and opportunities™ will discuss
the potential role of technology to advance multilingual education and suppoirt the
development of quality teaching and leaming for all.

Technolopy has the potential to addreas some of the pergistent challenges in education today.
Driing COVID-13-resulted school closures, many counfiies around the world ineliding
Eangladesh have employed fechnology-based solutions to mainfain learning contimuity. Since
Tuly 2021, Bangladesh has embarked on 3 Blended Education initiative for building a
sustainable and regilient aducation gystem in light of the challenges and opportunities brought
by COVID-1%,

UMESCO has provided technical assiztance for the Blended Bducation initiative and continued
suppoit for the radio-based leaming programme “Ghore Boshe Shikhi® reaching 6.1 million
learners i Girls 52.5%) in rural and remote aress. Moving forward, UNESCO will support the
development of more quality teaching and learning materials in Bangla and ethnic minority
languages for blended learming and train more teachers for wsing technologies to deliver
mothei-tongue-based multilingnal education to uphold the right to education.

This year's cbservance of IMLD also coaizibutes to the United Nations Intemational Decade
of Indigenous Languages (2022-2032), for which UNESCO iz the lead agency, placing
multilingualism at the hesrt of indigenous peoples” development. Last Movember UNESCO
unveiled a flagship initiative - the World Atlas of Languages rm#al) - to preserve, revitalize
and promaote global linguistic diversity and mullilingualizm as a vnique hertage and reasuce
of humanity, UNESCO welcomes the decision of the Government of Bangladesh to send
indigenous languages data to the WAL and stands ready 1o provide technical assistancs for the
successful submission of data.

UNESCO is thenkful to the Tnternational Mother Language Tnstitute, the Minigtry of Education
and Bangladesh Marional Commission for UNESCO for celebrating IMLD 2022 at home and
shroad with o geries of intercormected online and hybrid events, including an opening
ceTemOny presenting the song “Amar Eioshes Song - Amar Bhai er Rokte Rangano Elushe
February”, an intecnational seminar, a national seminar and an online children’s art
competition a3 well ag development of seminar papers around the theme of the TMLD 2022

o, abhn

Beatrice Kaldun
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Language Endangerment and Revitalization in
Chhattishgarh, India

Dr. Mahendra Kumar Mishra
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*... Essential is ethical use of data: not just for developed-world
‘seience’, but for underdeveloped-world LM: to maintain whatever the
commumities want — even if that is not what we might think they should
want ..” (Bradley & Bradley, 352)
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Language Endangerment and Revitalization in
Chhattishgarh, India

Dr. Mahendra Kumar Mishra*

e should care about dying languages for the same reason that we
care when a species of animal or plant dies. It reduces the diversity of
our planet. In the case of language, we are talking about intellectual
and cultural diversity, not biological diversily, but the issues ave the

game ... "Every language is a temple,” writes Oliver Wendell
Holmes, “in which the soul of those who speaks it is enshrined.”
-David Crystal
Abstract

Language is the marker of communication, identity, cognitive
development, and marketization. Power figures out the status of
languages. Herder’s one nation, one language theory has severely
affected the globe denigrating the diverse nalive languages that
naturally co-existed. The purpose of using languages has
functional differences. Language is intricately connected to the
life-world of the people. Multilingoalism is the reality of human
society with mutual co-existence.

Due to colonialism, standard monolingual ideology was introduced
by Indian states one nation, one language theory by denigrating
many ethnic languages, Further, the dominance of written culture
over the oral one forced the society to push them into the culture
of silence.

Industnialization and globalization have compelled the trbes to
displace and migrate from their homeland. This led to their
language loss even though they were rehabilitated elsewhere
since they have been assimilated to the new languages in their
latest settlement.

*Mational Advisor for MLE in Langnage and Learning Foundation, New Della.
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