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An international seminar was organized by International Mother Language
Institute on December 10, 2024, from 9.00am to 4.30pm. The theme of the
seminar was “Language and National Identity.” Professor Sadrul Amin of
Dhaka University was the chief guest at this seminar while Susan Vize, Head
of UNESCO, Dhaka, was the special guest. The director of International
Mother Language Institute, Professor Dr. Mohammad Ashaduzzaman, chaired
the seminar. Prof. Stanley Dubinsky of the University of South Carolina,
United States presented the keynote address on the subject of “Describing
Language Conflict and Oppression, Measuring Language Freedom”. Prof.
Monsur Musa of Gono Bishwabidyalay, Bangladesh, delivered the next
presentation titled “Identity Formation of Children and the Process of
Reduction.” Another paper on “Linguistic Hierarchies, Language Policy
Regimes, and Nation Building” was presented by Prof. Eve Haque of York
University in Canada. The discussants at the seminar were Professor Firdous
Azim of BRAC University in Bangladesh, Professor Abul Kashem Fazlul Haq
of Dhaka University in Bangladesh, and Professor Mohammad Ashaduzzaman
of Dhaka University in Bangladesh, the Present Director of IMLI.

Keynote presenter Professor Stanley Dubinsky discussed on his topic
‘Describing Language Conflict and Oppression, Measuring Language
Freedom’. His speech was intended to provide a brief but comprehensive
overview of the Language Conflict Project, a collaborative research effort on
the part of himself and two University of South Carolina Collaborators,
Professor Michael Gavin (a digital humanities researcher in the Department of
English) and Harvey Starr (Dag Hammarskjold Professor Emeritus of Political
Science). In his discussion he first considered the importance of language as




an independent variable in the study of ethno linguistic conflict and the concept
of'language rights fits into that study. He then presented a typology of language
conflict and described its utility. The presentation then showed how linguistic
principles could provide useful, multiple measures of language difference and
how those measures were improved over unitary notions of difference
previously applied. Finally, he introduced a metric for measuring the extent of
language accommodation and language oppression in a given context and
described the results that he had obtained in a large case study.

Professor Firdous Azim then discussed on Professor Dabinsky’s paperwhere
she said that the paper was very timely for us in a new Bangladesh. She said,
“We are trying to talk about minority rights, where minority rights are being
threatened in new and various ways and therefore we have to find ways to deal
with it.”

Susan Vize, the head of UNESCO in Dhaka, as a special guest to give a
speech. Susan Vize stated in her lecture that language is unquestionably
fundamental to Bangladeshi identity. In the absence of this identity, Bangladesh
mightnot be anation. People from various cultures, religions, and organizations
are part of this one identity. People from Bangladesh are highly conscious
about their linguistic rights. She went on to say that Mother Language Day is
recognized as an International Mother Language Day that validates the use,
maintenance, and protection of all languages in Bangladesh and other nations.

After Susan Vize, Professor Sadrul Amin, the honorable chief guest, delivered
his speech. In his speech he emphasized the importance of language as a
bearer of self-identity. He mentioned the contribution of Bangladeshi people




to establish the right of their language as well as the right of the other languages
of the world. He agreed that language is the most central means of
communication for a social being like the humans. But before that, it is also
the medium of thought and formulation of ideas, beliefs, desires, intensions as
well as every strategy that makes existence possible for the human race.

Professor Dr. Mohammad Ashaduzzaman delivering speech at International Seminar

The second paper was presented by Professor Monsur Musa entitled ‘Identity
Formation of Children and the Process of Reduction’. He commented that the
two concepts that were chosen for the seminar were much discussed but little
understood. According to him those were social construction of reality. Both
the concepts were interrelated and inter dependent and sometimes nationalism
and nationism seemed confused and misunderstood.

Professor Mohammad Ashaduzzaman thanked Professor Monsur Musa for
presenting his paper. Responding to Professor Monsur Musa, he expressed
gratitude for his talk about the impact of the Muslim Renaissance on
Bangladeshi literature and culture. Additionally, he expressed gratitude to all
of the participants, discussants, and the other paper presenters for their
invaluable contributions to the seminar. He stated that IMLI is in charge of the
restoration, documentation, and preservation of the forty languages spoken in
Bangladesh, fourteen of which are endangered. He hoped the international
conference would be useful in carrying out IMLI’s responsibilities to preserve,
promote and standardize the mother languages of the world.

Prof. Eve Haque, York University, Canada presented a paper on ‘Linguistic
Hierarchies, Language Policy Regimes and Nation Building’. In her




presentation, she outlined how “language policy regimes emerge out of
nation building imperatives and come to install linguistic hierarchies of
recognition and resourcing”. Although she used the example of Canada, she
expected that her explication of various language policy problems in Canada
may provide insight into the development and refinement of language policy
issues in Bangladesh.

The discussant of Eve Haque’s paper was Abul Kashem Fazlul Haque. He
proceeded by explaining the various definitions of nation, nationality, and
nationalism. Although there are other considerations, he opined that language
can be used to express national identity.

In the question and answer session many enthusiastic participants from
different universities took part spontaneously. Finally the chairperson of the
seminar, Professor Mohammad Ashaduzzaman, the Director of International
Mother Language Institute conducted the closing session. He thanked all the
revered Professors who presented papers and offered discussions and all the
participants who joined the seminar from different universities and
institutions, and everyone whose hard work made that great intellectual
event possible. Finally he announced the end of the program.
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