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with

Mr.

. Md. Abdus Sobhan Tarafder, Prosecutor
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For the Defence:

Mr. Md. Amir Hossain learned State Defence Counsel for absconding
accuseds Habibur Rahman, Md. Rashedul Islam, Md. Moshiur Rahman and
Tariqul Islam Bhuiyan.

Mr. Sarwar Jahan along with Mr. Arshadul Babu, engaged counsels for

accused Chanchal Chandra Sarkar in custody.

Introduction of the Accused Persons

Accused Habibur Rahman, is the then Commissioner of Dhaka Metropolitan
Police (DMP), Dhaka.

Accused Md. Rashedul Islam is the then Additional Deputy Commissioner

of Police, Dhaka Metropolitan Police, Dhaka.

Accused Md. Moshiur Rahman, Police Inspector (unarmed), the then
Officer-in-Charge of Rampura police station, Dhaka Metropolitan Police,

Dhaka.

Accused Chanchal Chandra Sarkar, the then Assistant Sub-Inspector

(unarmed), Rampura Police Fari, Dhaka Metropolitan Police, Dhaka.

Accused Tariqul Islam Bhuiyan, the then Sub-Inspector (unarmed),

Rampura Police Station, Dhaka Metropolitan Police, Dhaka.

Jurisdiction of the Tribunal
The International Crimes Tribunals (hereinafter referred to as “the

Tribunal”) have been established under the International Crimes



(Tribunals) Act, 1973 (hereinafter referred to as “the Act”) to provide for
the detention, prosecution and punishment of the persons for genocide,
crimes against humanity, war crimes and other crimes under international
law committed within or beyond the territory of Bangladesh, whether before
or after commencement of the Act.

The Tribunal has got the jurisdiction to try the offences laid down in section
3 and 4 of the International Crimes (Tribunals)Act, 1973 having regard to
the relevant provisions of the Rome Statute of the International Criminal

Court (ICC).

Applicability of Domestic Laws

The Penal Code, the Criminal Procedure Code and the Evidence Act are not
applicable in the trial of crimes against humanity in the International Crimes
Tribunal, Bangladesh. But the Tribunal may adopt and apply any provision

of these domestic laws if it deems just and fit to do so for ends of justice.

Supremacy of the Act
The Constitution of Bangladesh has, as enshrined in Article 47(3) thereof,
given upper hand to the application of the provisions of International Crimes
Tribunals Act 1973 in the following manner:
“Notwithstanding anything contained in this Constitution, no
law nor any provision thereof providing for detention,
prosecution or punishment of any person, who is a member of
any armed or defence or auxiliary forces or any individual,

group of individuals or organization or who is a prisoner of war



for genocide, crimes against humanity or war crimes and other
crimes and crimes under international law shall be deemed void
or unlawful, or ever to have become void or unlawful, on the
ground that such law or provision of any such law is
inconsistent with, or repugnant to, any of the provisions of this

Constitution”.

Standard of the Tribunal

The definitions provided for Crimes against Humanity, Crimes against
Peace, Genocide and War Crimes under section 3(2)(a)(b)(c)(d) of the
International Crimes (Tribunals) Act, 1973 fairly resemble to those defined
under the Statutes for the International Criminal Tribunal for the former
Yugoslavia (ICTY), the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR),
the Rome Statute for International Criminal Court (ICC) and the Statute of
the Special Court for Sierra Leone (SCSL). The International Crimes
(Tribunals) Act 1973 together with the latest amendments do well conform
to the international standards. Bangladesh adopted Rome Statute by its
ratification on 23 March 2010 and as such this Tribunal tends to keep pace
with the principles laid down in Rome Statute which is the guiding law of
the International Criminal Court and thus it can be said that the International
Crimes Tribunals Act 1973 is well compatible with the Rome Statute. The
definition of crime against humanity in both International Crimes Tribunals

Act, 1973 and the Rome statute are extracted below.

Definition of crime against humanity in Rome Statute is laid down in its



Article 7 which goes as follows:

“Crime against Humanity” means any of the following acts when committed
as part of a widespread or systematic attack directed against any civilian

population, with knowledge of the attack:

a. Murder;

b. Extermination;

c. Enslavement;

d. Deportation or forcible transfer of population;

e. Imprisonment or other severe deprivation of physical liberty

in violation of fundamental rules of international law;

f. Torture;

g. Rape, sexual slavery, enforced prostitution, forced
pregnancy, enforced sterilization, or any other form of

sexual violence of comparable gravity;

h. Persecution against any identifiable group or collectivity on
political, racial, national, ethnic, cultural, religious, gender
as defined in paragraph 3, or other grounds that are
universally recognized as impermissible under international
law, in connection with any act referred to in this paragraph

or any crime within the jurisdiction of the Court;

1. Enforced disappearance of persons;



j. The crime of apartheid;

k. Other inhumane acts of a similar character intentionally
causing great suffering, or serious injury to body or to

mental or physical health.

On the other hand, Crime against Humanity is defined in section 3(1)(a) of

the International Crimes (Tribunals) Act, 1973- as hereunder:

Crimes against Humanity: namely, murder, extermination, enslavement,
deportation or forcible transfer of population, imprisonment, abduction,
confinement, torture, rape, sexual exploitation, enforced disappearance,
human trafficking, sexual slavery, enforced prostitution, forced pregnancy,
enforced sterilization or other inhumane acts when committed as part of a
widespread or systematic attack directed against any civilian population with
knowledge of the attack or persecutions on political, racial, ethnic or
religious grounds, whether or not in violation of the domestic law of the

country where perpetrated;

Therefore section 3 of the International Crimes (Tribunals) Act, 1973 bears

simile to Article 7 of the Rome Statute.

The Elements of Crime Against Humanity

The core offence in the instant case is the Crime Against Humanity. Thus,
we have to see what elements are required to constitute this crime. In view

of section 3 and 4 of the Act the elements of Crime Against Humanity are



That the Attack must be widespread or systematic and that it must
target a civilian population and also that the perpetrators must have

knowledge of the attack.

‘Widespread’ refers to the large-scale nature of the attack which is
primarily reflected in the number of victims. “Systematic” refers to the
organized nature of the acts of violence and the ‘non-accidental repetition of
similar criminal conduct on a regular basis.” Widespread is quantitative

while systematic is qualitative.

‘Systematic’: The criterion of a “Systematic™ attack is qualitative in nature.
It refers to the organized nature of the committed acts of violence and thus
serves to exclude isolated acts from the notion of crimes against humanity.
Earlier case law of the ad hoc Tribunals required that the individual act

follow a predetermined plan or policy.

The Appeals Chamber of the Yugoslavia Tribunal distanced itself from such
a requirement. Although attacks on a civilian population will typically
follow some form of predetermined plan, this does not make the existence of
a plan or policy an element of the crime. Under customary international law,
crimes against humanity do not call for a “policy element”. However, Article
7(2) (a) of the ICC Statute requires that the attack on a civilian population be
carried out “pursuant to or in furtherance of State or Organizational policy to

commit such attack.”

The attack must be directed against any civilian population. The term
“civilian population” must be interpreted broadly and refers to a population

that is predominantly civilian in nature. A population may qualify as
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“civilian” even if non-civilians are among it, as long as it is predominantly
civilian. The presence within a population of members of armed resistance
groups, or former combatants, who have laid down their arms, does not as

such alter its civilian nature.

Dusko Tadic while indicted in1995 for war crimes and crimes against
humanity challenged the ICTY's jurisdiction over crimes against humanity
arguing that the definition of crimes against humanity did not conform to
contemporary international law, which required such crimes to be committed
in an international armed conflict. The Appeal Chamber of the ICTY
rejected this argument by affirming that crimes against humanity can even

be committed in peacetime.

The ICTY Trial Chamber noted that in order to constitute crime against
humanity the concerned crime must be “directed against any civilian
population and it must be widespread or must demonstrate a systematic

character.

Elements of Superior Command Responsibility
From the jurisprudence emanating from the International Crimes Tribunals
like ICTY, ICTR etc. it is generally agreed that four elements must be

proven for a person to be held responsible as superior in command.

The elements are: (1) An international crime must have been perpetrated by
someone other than the accused (2) a superior-subordinate relationship must
be exist between the accused and the perpetrator (3) the accused as a

superior had knowledge or had reason to know that the subordinate was
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about to commit or has committed such crimes and (4) the accused as a
superior failed to take the necessary and reasonable measures to prevent

such crimes or punish the perpetrator for the crime(s).

Trial-Procedure

The proceedings before this Tribunal shall be guided by the International
Crimes (Tribunals) Act, 1973 and the Rules of Procedure, 2010 (ROP)
formulated by the Tribunal under the powers given in section 22 of the Act.
Trial of a case in the Tribunal commences from the submission of Formal

Charges by the Prosecution.

Section 23 of the Act prohibits the applicability of the Code of Criminal
Procedure, 1898 and the Evidence Act, 1872. But by exercise of the inherent
powers under rule 46A of the Rules of Procedure of the Tribunal-1 all the
purposes of the Evidence Act and the Criminal Procedure Code can be

served well.

The Tribunal delivers its verdict on basis of the evidences. The evidences are
of various kinds, viz; verbal testimony, documentary evidence, material
evidence, circumstantial evidence and facts of common knowledge. The
Tribunal is empowered to take judicial notice of the facts of common
knowledge and the official documents which are not needed to be proved by

adducing evidence (section 19(3) and (4) of the Act).

The Tribunal may admit any evidence without observing formality, such as
reports, photographs. newspapers, books, films, tape recordings and other

materials which appear to have probative value (section -19(1) of the Act).
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The Tribunal shall have discretion to consider hearsay evidence too by

weighing its probative value (Rule-56(2)).

Rights and Privileges of the Accuseds
The defence shall have right to cross-examine prosecution witness on his
credibility and to bring out discrepancy or contradiction in the evidence

given by him (Rule -53(i1).

The accused deserves the right to conduct his own case or to have assistance

of his counsel (section-17 of the Act).

The Tribunal may release an accused on bail subject to the conditions as

imposed by it (Rule-34(3)).

There are arrangements for medical treatment of the accuseds. The accuseds,
while brought to the Tribunal, are not handcuffed. Moreover, there are
seating arrangement for them both inside the Courtroom as well as safe
custody beside the Registry of the Tribunal. In addition to the above, one
doctor and one counsel are provided adjacent to the interrogation room at the

Investigation Agency while the accused is being interrogated.

The Tribunal may, as and when necessary, direct the concerned authorities
of the Government to ensure protection, privacy and well-being of the

witnesses and victims (Rule-58-A).
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Pre-Trial Proceedings

The Investigation Agency, formed under the Act, started an investigation
pursuant to the complaint register serial no. 133 dated 06 October 2024, in
respect of the commission of offences enumerated in section 3(2) of the Act,

allegedly perpetrated by the accused persons.

During the investigation, the Investigating Officer prayed for an order for
causing arrest of the suspected accuseds. Accordingly, the Tribunal issued
warrants of arrest against accused Chanchal Chandra Sarkar by Order No.
01 dated 27.01.2025 and against accused Md. Rashedul Islam, Md.
Mashiur Rahman and Tariqul Islam Bhuiyan by Order No. 07 dated

09.03.2025 in Miscellaneous Case No. 07 of 2025.

Accused Chanchal Chandra Sarker was arrested and produced in the

Tribunal on 28.01.2025 and then he was sent to the custody.

On the application of the Prosecution the Tribunal permitted the
Investigating Officer to interrogate accused Chanchal Chandra Sarker at the
safe home of Investigation Agency, International Crimes Tribunal, located at
House No.87, Road No.11/A, Dhanmondi, Dhaka on 27.02.2025 on
condition of holding interrogation in presence of one doctor and one counsel
near the interrogation room and accordingly, he was interrogated at the safe

home.

On conclusion of the investigation the Investigating Officer submitted a
report thereof together with the relevant documents and materials including
the statements of witnesses before the Chief Prosecutor on 09.07.2025

recommending prosecution of five Accuseds namely Habibur Rahman, Md.
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Rashedul Islam, Md. Moshiur Rahman, Chanchal Chandra Sarker @
Chanchal and Tariqul Islam Bhuiyan of whom accused Habibur Rahman,
Md. Rashedul Islam, Md. Moshiur Rahman and Torikul Islam Bhuiyan

remained absconding.

On the basis of the investigation report and documents submitted therewith
by the Investigation Officer, the Chief Prosecutor placed the formal charge
before the Tribunal on 07.08.2025 under section 9(1) of the Act, alleging
that accused 1. Habibur Rahman, 2. Md. Rashedul Islam, 3. Md. Moshiur
Rahman, 4. Chanchal Chandra Sarker @ Chanchal and 5. Torikul Islam
Bhuiyan committed Crimes Against Humanity under section 3(2) and
section 4 of the Act and the Tribunal took cognizance thereof and issued
warrant of arrest against accused Habibur Rahman, Md. Rashedul Islsm,
Md. Moshiur Rahman and Tariqul Islam Bhuiyan on 10.08.2025 but none of
the absconding accuseds could be arrested.

On receipt of non-execution report (NER) of the warrant of arrest from the
concerned authorities the Tribunal passed an order for publication of notices
in two daily newspapers asking the said accuseds to appear in the Tribunal.
Pursuant thereto notices were published in The Daily Jaijai Din and The
Daily New Age on 27-08-2025. But none of the said accuseds turned up.

In the circumstances the said accuseds have been considered as absconder
and thereupon Advocate Mr. Md. Amir Hossain has been appointed the
state defence counsel at the cost of the Government to defend the
absconding accused 1. Habibur Rahman, 2. Md. Rashedul Islam, 3. Md.
Moshiur Rahman, and 4. Torikul Islam Bhuiyan and fixed 11-09-2025 for

hearing on charge.
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On the date fixed, the State Defence Counsel for accused 1. Habibur
Rahman, 2. Md. Rashedul Islam, 3. Md. Moshiur Rahman, and 5. Torikul

Islam Bhuiyan filed an application entreating discharge of the accuseds.

Mr. Sarwar Jahan, the learned counsel for accused Chanchal Chandra Sarker
@ Chanchal by initiating an application has prayed for time for hearing on
the discharge petition. Considering the prayer for time the Tribunal fixed
18.09.2025 for hearing on charge as well as the discharge petition and

accordingly heard the Prosecution and state defence counsel on that date.

The learned state defence counsel filed an application entreating discharge
of the absconding accuseds on the plea that they did not have any complicity
in the acts complained of and that there is no cogent ground for framing

charge against them.

Mr. Sarwar Jahan, learned counsel for Chanchal Chandra Sarker @
Chanchal by initiating an application for discharge of the accused Chanchal
submits that there is no merit of the case against the accused Chanchal and
that on the date and time of occurrence he was posted at BTV Gate No.3 and
as such he had no scope to participate in the carnage as alleged by the

prosecution.

Since no grounds having cogence have been shown by the defence counsels
for discharging the accuseds, instead a strong prima facie case has been

established against them, prayer for discharge was rejected.

In consideration of the prosecution case as delineated in the formal charge as
well as the submission of the learned Chief Prosecutor, the submission of the

learned defence counsels and the documents inclusive of all other relevant
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materials it has been made to appear to the tribunal that there are sufficient
grounds for presumption that accuseds1. Habibur Rahman, 2. Md. Rashedul
Islam, 3. Md. Moshiur Rahman, 4. Chanchal Chandra Sarker (@ Chanchal
and 5. Tariqul Islam Bhuiyan = committed offences under section 3
(2)(a)(g)(h) and section 4(1)(2)(3) of the International Crimes (Tribunal) Act

and thus 3 charges against them under the said sections have been framed.

Prosecution Story

Ahead of illustration of the backdrop of the ‘July 2024 Movement’ the
prosecution, in the formal charge, reminisced the various role of Awami
League Government, incepting from the achievement of independence in
1971, while Sheikh Mujibur Rahman headed the Government and the State.
The prosecution referred to the Famine of 1974, formation of Rakhi Bahini,
banning Newspapers, formation of Bakshal (Bangladesh Krishak Sramik
Awami League), Election rigging in 1973, imprisoning political opponents

like JSD leader Major (Rtd.) MA Jalil.

It has also been averred in the formal Charge that Awami League came to
State-Power in 2008 by hatching conspiracy with Army-backed Caretaker
Government and India which has been revealed in the Book ‘Coalition
Years’ of the then Indian Foreign Minister and later Indian President Pranab
Mukherjee. During the five-year tenure in power through 2008 election the
Awami league government, in connivance with the then Chief Justice ABM

Khairul Haque, abolished Caretaker government system and thereupon
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perpetuated the seat of power for further consecutive three terms holding

exparte elections in 2014, 2018 and 2024.

The prosecution pointed out that Awami League government dominated the
opposition parties by extra-judicial killing, enforced disappearance,
confinement, lodging false cases, imprisoning and torturing opposition party
leaders and activists. They also politicized all the constitutional institutions
including Judiciary, Bureaucracy & Police. By using Judiciary BNP leader
Khaleda Zia was unlawfully and baselessly imprisoned. In the like way they
falsely persecuted the various individuals like Chief Justice SK Sinha,
writer-journalist-historian Mahmudur Rahman, senior journalist and editor

Shafique Rahman and many others.

Awami League regime, just after coming to power in 2009, with the aim of
crippling Army killed 57 senior Army officers in a congregation at Pilkhana
Border Guard Headquarter, Dhaka. No action has yet been taken against the

actual offenders.

On May 5, 2013 an Islamic Organization named Hefazat-E-Islam organized
a peaceful meeting as well as a Rally with some demands at Shapla Cattar,
Motijheel Dhaka. The activists and leaders of Awami League, Chatra
League and Jubo League, the members of Police, RAB and BGB attacked
the congregation at night and killed hundreds of participants. No punitive

measures have been taken by the government against the killers.

During Awami League regime about 700 persons have been subjected to
enforced disappearance and also 2699 persons were victim of extra-judicial

killing according to a report of human rights organization named ‘““Adhikar.
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The Anti-Discrimination Students movement of Bangladesh overthrew the
autocratic Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and her government through the
“July Revolution” commenced on 01 July 2024 and ended on 05 August
2024. In order to foil the said movement of the students, the members of the
law enforcement agencies loyal to the fascist Sheikh Hasina-led government
and the armed terrorist leaders and activist of the ruling party Bangladesh
Awami League and its affiliated organizations as well as the 14-party
alliance committed widespread, systematic and targeted attacks and
oppression upon the unarmed protesting students and civilian population
pursuant to incitement, abetment, order and aiding of the Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina, Home Minister Assaduzzaman Khan Kamal and Inspector
General of Police Chowdhury Abdullah Al Mamun and others within their
knowledge. As a result, more than 1500 unarmed protesting students and
public were killed, and more than 25000 were gravely injured. Many of
whom became permanently blind and otherwise handicapped. Moreover,
they committed various other inhuman acts like, abduction, physical torture,

forced disappearance etc.

The then Awami League government conducted an unprecedented
crackdown using all the law enforcement forces and the state machineries to
suppress peaceful protests. Police, Rapid Action Battalion (RAB), APBN
(Armed Police Battalion), Ansar Battalion, BGB (Border Guard Bangladesh)
and a limited number of armed forces, members of Directorate General of
Forces Intelligence (DGFI), National Security Intelligence (NSI), Special
Branch (SB), Special Weapons And Tactics (SWAT), Counter Terrorism &

Transnational Crime (CTTC), Detective Branch (DB) alongwith Armed



19

members of the Awami League and its affiliated organizations namely
Chhatra League and the Jubo League carried out massive attack upon the
unarmed students and other civilians throughout the country, with lethal
weapons like military rifles, shotguns, China rifle, SMG, LMG both on the
ground and from Helicopter. They also used Drone to locate the protesters.

The prosecution described some of the atrocities in the following manner:

A large number of students marched on July 14 demanding rational reform
of the quota in government recruitments and submitted a memorandum to
the President. In a press conference in the evening on the aforementioned
date, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina made the following humiliating and

provocative remark towards the protesting students

"If the grandchildren of the freedom fighters do not get
jobs, will the grandchildren of the razakars (used as an

abusive word) get the jobs?"

By this remark, the students felt derogated and thus burst into anger
whereupon all the general students of Dhaka University, female and male,
gathered in front of the Raju Bhaskorjo of TSC from their respective hostels
and protested against Sheikh Hasina’s derogatory remarks. They chanted
slogans like, 'we wanted rights, but we became Razakar', 'Merit or quota?
merit merit', 'Who are you? Who am [? Razakar, Razakar, who said that?
Who said that? ‘Shairachar (Fascist), Shairachar (Fascist)’. Then the armed
Chatra league and Jubo league activists invaded the protesters causing

hundreds of them seriously injured.
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On 15 July, 2024, Awami League Secretary and Cabinet Minister Obaidul
Quader made a statement saying “Chhatra league will give the reply to the
Razakar slogans of the Protesters” whereupon the general students of all
educational institutions across Bangladesh strongly protested the hate speech
of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and the provocative speech of Obaidul
Quader. On that day, Chhatra League terrorists attacked the general students
of Dhaka University, Chittagong University and other institutions all over
the country (Source: 1. Daily Somokal 16/07/2024 AD: "Quota reform
movement- Chhatra League attack at DU. Over three hundred students
injured, chased even at hospital" and "Mobile Internet service was shut
down at DU" pages no. 04, 2. Daily Ittefaq, 15 July, 2024, “Chhatra league

will give the reply to the Razakar slogans of the Protesters.)

When a significant number of students including many female students were
injured in this incident, a storm of nationwide condemnation broke out
against the government. On 16 July 2024 ASI Md Amir Hossain and
Constable Sujan Chandra Roy directly shot and killed Abu Sayed, a student
of Begum Rokeya University in Rangpur. After the killing of Abu Sayed,
the students come down to the streets across the country, Police, leaders and
activists of Chhatra League, Jubo League continued to launch attacks one
after another. During this time government used Police, BGB and the
specialized force ‘SWAT’ against protesters. Armed vehicles with UN
markings were used to suppress the student-populace movement. As the
brutal attacks on the protesting students reached an extreme level, the

general public, including people from all walks, such as workers, rickshaw
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pullers, teachers, housewives, ordinary citizens and young male and female

joined in the movement.

As the movement gained momentum, state-sponsored suppression, torture,
and violence began against the protesters under the order of the Sheikh
Hasina. To mislead the nation, she portrayed the protesters as anarchists.
(Source: Daily Kaler Kantho, “Prime Minister calls for suppressing the
anarchists with a heavy hand”, August 5. 2024). To crush the student-mass
movement, a “Core Committee” met every evening at the residence of
former Home Minister Asaduzzaman Kan Kamal. Former top officials of
law enforcement and intelligence agencies attended these meetings, where
blueprints were drawn up to suppress the movement by force. Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina intended to deter the protesters by using Lethal
weapons. (Source: Daily Jugantor, “Blueprint to suppress movement- Core
Committee meetings held at Home Minister’s residence” February,13,

2025).

On the night after 14 July at 11:28 PM, in a telephonic conversation with the
Vice Chancellor of Dhaka University A.S.M. Maqsud Kamal, Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina said that she already passed the order to kill the
protesters to suppress the protest in the manner done to the students in the
UK. She again dubbed the students as Razakars while talking with the Vice-
Chancellor. Source: Call records of Sheikh Hasina and the Vice Chancellor

of Dhaka University.

During the ongoing protest, brutal attacks were carried out against Anti-

Discrimination Students and public by the Chhatra League, other affiliated
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organizations of Awami League, and state forces across the country,
particularly on educational campuses. This resulted in numerous death to
hundreds and grave injuries to thousands of the protesters and public.
Furthermore, Sheikh Hasina government also issued “shoot-on-sight” orders
against the unarmed protesters. RAB, BGB, Police carried out attacks with
helicopter and lethal weapons against peaceful protesters. (Source: 1. New
Age 20.07.2024 “Hospital overwhelmed by patients”. 2. Daily Janakantha,
20.07.2024- “Ambulance entering with siren blazing and returning with dead

body”.

Awami activists terrorists opened fire indiscriminately in front of Dhaka
College, Science Lab, Old Dhaka, Notun Bazar, Mirpur and other places.
When students of all educational institutions including private universities -
BRAC University, IUBAT, RAJUK, Uttara Model College, Uttara High
School, Tongi Government College in Gazipur peacefully stood on the road,
Awami terrorists with the help of the Police attacked and killed many
protesters, also injured more than a thousand students. (Source: 1. Daily
Ittefaq, 17/07/2024 AD, “28 more killed in violence”, 2. The New Age,
23/07/2024 AD, “Many killed, hurt at home workplace, 3. Daily Prothom
Alo, 14.08.2024 AD “Houses aren’t safe either, 6 women and female

children killed in gunfire”.)

Similarly, five more people were martyred and more than a thousand
students and the general public were injured in various parts of the country
including Rajshahi, Kishoreganj, Bogra, Jhenaidah, Dinajpur, Barisal by the

Police, Awami League, 14-party alliance and their allied organizations.
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(Source: 1. Daily Janakantha, 17/07/2024 AD, *“6 killed in three-way

clash”).

On 18" July 2024 the Anti-Discrimination Student Movement announced a
nationwide "Complete Shutdown" program. On this day, at least 31 people
were killed and several thousand students and people were seriously injured
across the country. Police, RAB, BGB, other security forces and ruling party
activists used sound grenades, rubber bullets and lethal weapons on the
protestors in Uttara, Mirpur, Rampura, Badda, Mohakhali, Basabo,
Dhanmondi, Mohammadpur, Tejgaon, Jatrabari, Azampur, Shanir Akhara
and other parts of Dhaka city and thereby killed 25 people and seriously
injured more than a thousand. Many students were permanently blinded and

paralyzed by bullets in their eyes, faces and others parts of their bodies.

On this day, Farhan Fayaz, a student of Dhaka Residential Model College,
was shot dead. In Savar, Police, Awami League and its affiliates killed
Mirpur MIST student Ashabul Yamin and threw his body down to the street
from the roof of APC which went viral in the social media showing a
horrific scene of medieval barbarism. Police fired bullets, tear gas and sound
grenades upon protesting students at Jahangir Nagar University. More than
100 students were injured in the incident. (Source: 1. Daily Prothom Alo,
19/07/2024 AD, Daily Ittefaq, 19/07/2024 AD, “The whole country is

paralyzed by the shutdown”, Daily Nayadiganta, 19/07/2024 AD).

On Friday, 19 July, 2024, Bangladesh experienced one of the bloodiest days
in its history. On that day, at Bosila Bridge, Tajmahal Road, Shia Mosque,

and Salimullah Road in Mohammadpur of the Dhaka Metropolitan area,
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many people including Saikat Mahmud (20) were shot dead and seriously
injured while participating in peaceful, unarmed student—public movement.
Similarly, in at least 25 areas including Kakrail Mour, Nightingale Mour,
Mouchak, Baitul Mokarram, Malibagh, New Market, Rampura, Banasree,
Badda, Bhatara, Uttara Azampur, Mirpur, Nilkhet, Jatrabari, police and
armed Awami League members indiscriminately fired upon peaceful
protesters, killing more than 100 people and seriously injuring many others.
In Mirpur, in front of Kafrul Police Station, 11-year-old Safkat Sami was
killed while sitting inside his two-story home due to reckless police gunfire;

a bullet pierced through his eye and exited the back of his head.

On that day, under the direct instructions of accused Habibur Rahman,
Rampura Police alone fired a total of 1,702 rounds of ammunition in the
Rampura—Banasree area, including 28 rounds by pistol, 573 rounds by
Chinese rifle rounds, 781 rounds by shotgun and 320 rubber bullets, along

with a large number of sound grenades and tear gas shells.

To remain in power, Sheikh Hasina, through her subordinates, continued
widespread and systematic killings, torture, and other inhuman crimes
against the anti-discrimination student—public movement until 05 August
2024. However, the peaceful movement of the people ultimately succeeded.
Sheikh Hasina’s dream of lifelong rule failed, and she fled to India after

relinquishing power on point of public outrage.

To implement Sheikh Hasina’s decisions to suppress the peaceful
movement, her subordinates, particularly under the instructions of accused

Habibur Rahman, turned the whole Dhaka City into a blood-soaked land on
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Friday, 19 July. On that day, many innocent unarmed protesters were killed
and countless were seriously injured through the use of lethal weapons
across Dhaka and other districts. As part of suppressing the movement, in
the Khilgaon area, to implement the instructions of DMP Commissioner
Habibur Rahman, under the leadership of ADC Rashedul Islam of Khilgaon
Zone and OC Moshiur Rahman of Rampura Police Station, SI Tariqul Islam
Bhuiyan, ASI Chanchal Chandra Sarkar, and others indiscriminately opened
fire on innocent students and the public in the Rampura—Banasree area using
Chinese rifles, pistols, and shotguns. Human corpses were seen lying near
the Rampura Police Station building and in the Banasree area. At least 26
people were killed by the said officers under the supervision and direction of

ADC Rashedul Islam and OC Moshiur Rahman.

On that day, after Friday prayers at Banasree Jame Mosque, at
approximately 2:00-2:30 PM, unarmed Md. Nadim Hossain (38) was
present in the alley in front of the Masjid near Rampura Police Station. At
that time, under the orders and overall supervision of ADC Rashedul Islam
and OC Moshiur Rahman, SI Tariqul Islam Bhuiyan, ASI Chanchal Chandra
Sarkar, and other police members began firing at students and the public
without any cause. OC Moshiur Rahman himself also fired at the crowd with
a Chinese rifle and pistol. As a result of their gunfire, innocent unarmed Md.
Nadim Hossain was martyred; two bullets entered his abdomen and exited

through his back.

On the same day, victim Amir Hossain (18), while returning home from his
workplace at Mama Coffee Shop and Fast Food in Aftabnagar near the

Rampura Police Station building at approximately 3:00 PM he saw
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Police firing indiscriminately at the public and as such he took shelter in an
under-construction building of the South City Corporation. When police
chased him, he attempted to hide by hanging onto centering pipes on the
third floor. Upon seeing this, police ordered him to jump down, and when he
did not, ASI Chanchal Chandra Sarkar and SI Tariqul Islam Bhuiyan fired
six shots at him with pistols with intent to kill, causing him seriously

injured.

He though somehow climbed to the roof lost his sense. Believing him dead,
police left. Locals took him to nearby Famous Specialized Hospital, from
where he was referred to Dhaka Medical College Hospital. Due to lack of
proper treatment there, he returned home and later received treatment at
Ahsania Hospital for one week, followed by admission in the National Heart
Desease Hospital, where surgery was performed in his leg. One month later,
he was admitted to CRP, Savar, where he stayed for three to four months. It
is disclosed that the doctor who referred him from Famous Specialized
Hospital and the ambulance driver were summoned to Rampura Police
Station by ADC Rashedul Islam and OC Moshiur Rahman and subjected to

intimidation and verbal abuse.

On that day at around 15:30 hours near Rampura Police Station, under the
instructions of Police Commissioner Habibur Rahman, when ADC Rashedul
Islam, OC Md. Moshiur Rahman, SI Tariqul Islam Bhuiyan, ASI Chanchal
Chandra Sarkar, and other police members were indiscriminately firing, a
bullet from a Chinese rifle entered the head of child Basit Khan Musa (6),
who was inside a house gate on the ground floor of an adjacent alley of

Rampura Police Station and the bullet exited from the other side and struck
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his grandmother Maya Islam (60) in the abdomen. Maya Islam died on the
following day while under treatment. Child Musa received treatment at
Dhaka Medical College Hospital, CMH Dhaka, and in Singapore, and is

currently undergoing treatment at CMH Dhaka.

Two days after this brutal massacre, accused Habibiur Rahman, without
taking any action against ADC Md. Rashedul Islam, OC Md. Moshiur
Rahman, ASI Chanchal Chandra Sarker and SI Tariqul Islam Bhuiyan and
others visited Rampura Police Station, expressed satisfaction with their
aforesaid acts and thanked them and also gave them a cash award of

100,000/- (one lakh) taka.

Defence Case

The specific defence case on behalf of absconding accused DMP
commissioner Habibur Rahman is that he did not order his subordinates to
fire at the protesters with the Chinese rifles. Rather he instructed them to

shoot in kneeling position, if necessary.

The plea of defence of absconding accused Rashedul Islam is that he has
been falsely and baselessly implicated in the case although he was not

present at the place of occurrence.

The learned state defence counsel for accused Moshiur Rahman pleaded
complete innocence of the accused. He maintained that Moshiur Rahman did
not fire gunshots upon the protesters or the victims. He did not kill victim

Nadim and Maya Islam by gunshots. He did not also fire gunshots at Amir
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Hossain and Basit Khan Musa causing grievous injury to them. In the

circumstances he deserves to be acquitted.

The case of defence of absconding accused Tariqul Islam is that he did not
fire gun-shots at victim Amir Hossain or any others and that he has been

implicated in the case without any basis.

The learned defence counsel for accused Chanchal Chandra Sarker
submitted that Chanchal Chandra Sarker was not present at the place of
occurrence rather at the time of alleged occurrence he was on duty at the
Gate No.3 of Bangladesh Television (BTV) Building. He did not fire
gunshots at Amir Hossain or the other victims and as such he is not liable for
any of the charges. The learned counsel further submitted that no arms and
ammunitions were issued to Chanchal Chandra Sarker on 19-07-2024 as per
the GD (General Dairy) entry made by the Officer-in-charge Moshiur
Rahman whereupon firing gunshots at Amir Hossain and other victims
cannot arise at all. In the circumstances accused Chanchal Chandra Sarker

ought to be acquitted of the charges.

Charges

In the context of the anti-discrimination movement by the students
demanding quota reform, which began on 01 July 2024 the Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina, instead of fulfilling the demands of the students, planned to
murder and exterminate the protesting students and general populace to
suppress the movement and thus she ordered to suppress the movement by

identifying the protesters through drone surveillance, shooting the protesters
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with Lethal Weapons on the ground as well as from helicopters. She also
ordered to set fire on various important installations with a view to blame the

protesters.

Through the conspiratorial plan and direct instruction of Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina and Awamy League President the then Home Minister
Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal and the then Inspector General of Police (IGP)
Chowdhury Abdullah Al Mamun, through the law enforcement agencies
under their control and command, committed carried out attack in a
widespread and systematic manner on the unarmed, innocent student and
general public across the country by using Drones, Helicopters and lethal
weapons causing murder, grievous injury and various other inhumane acts to

a lot of them.

As part of the aforementioned widespread and systematic attack, pursuant to
the instruction of Dhaka Metropolitan Police Commissioner Habibur
Rahman and on spot-supervision and command of ADC Rashedul Islam of
Khilgaon Zone, Officer-in-Charge Moshiur Rahman of Rampura Police
Station, SI Tariqul Islam Bhuiyan and ASI Chanchal Chandra Sarkar of
Rampura Police station shot Nadim Hossain (38) standing in the alley in
front of Banasree Jame Masjid located in Banasree H Block near the
Rampura Police Station building after the Jumma prayer on 19 July, 2024 at
2.00/2.30 pm. Two bullets entered into Nadim Hossain's belly and exited

through his back whereupon he died on the spot.

Thus, the accused persons committed Murder of Nadim Hossain by Order to

kill, Abetment, Facilitation, Complicity, Failure to take Preventive or
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punitive measures against the perpetrators which acts constituted crimes
against humanity under sections 3(2) (a), (g), (h), 4(1), 4(2) and 4(3) of The
International Crimes (Tribunals) Act, 1973 punishable under sections 20(2)

and 20A of the Act.

Charge-2

As part of the aforementioned crime, following the instruction of Dhaka
Metropolitan Commissioner Habibur Rahman, on Friday, 19 July at 15:00
hours, Rashedul Islam, the ADC of Khilgaon Zone, along with Moshiur
Rahman, Officer-in-Charge of Rampura Police Station, SI Tariqul Islam
Bhuiyan, ASI Chanchal Chandra Sarkar, and other accompanying police
forces, began firing from guns with the intent to murder the unarmed and
innocent protesters in various areas of Banasree H Block near the Rampura
Police Station building. The victim Amir Hossain (18), while returning
home from his workplace at Aftabnagar, took shelter in an under-
construction building of Dhaka South City Corporation near Banasree Jame
Masjid in Banasree H Block, upon seeing the indiscriminate firing by the
accuseds near Rampura Police Station. Being chased by Police he attempted
to hide himself by clinging against the rod by the carnice of the 37/4" floor
of an under-construction building. At that point, ASI Chanchal Chandra
Sarkar and SI Tariqul Islam Bhuiyan and another one (who could not be
identified) went there and asked Amir Hossain to jump down but he did not
jump accordingly and then accused Tariqul Islam and Chanchal Chandra
Sarker successively fired 6 bullets, 3 each, at him with Pistol with the intent

to kill him as a result of which he was gravely injured.
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Thus, the accused persons caused grievous injury to victim Amir Hossain by
Order to cause grievous injury to him, Abetment, Facilitation, Complicity in
the commission of such acts and also by failure to take preventive or
punitive measures against the perpetrators and thereby committed crimes
against humanity under sections 3(2) (a), (g), (h), 4(1), 4(2) and 4(3) of The
International Crimes (Tribunals) Act, 1973 punishable under sections 20(2)

and 20A of the Act.

Charge-3

Through the conspiratorial plan and direct instruction of Sheikh Hasina,
occupying the highest position of the Executive Branch as the then Prime
Minister of Bangladesh and Head of Bangladesh Awami League and its
associated organizations the then Home Minister Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal
and the then Inspector General of Police (IGP) Chowdhury Abdullah Al
Mamun, through the law enforcement agencies under their control and
command, started from Dhaka city and conducted crimes against humanity
through widespread and systematic attacks on the unarmed, innocent student
populace (civilian population) across the country as part of political
persecution (persecution on political ground), including attempt to murder,

and torture.

As part of the aforementioned crime, following the instruction of Dhaka
Metropolitan Commissioner Habibur Rahman, on Friday, 19 July at 15:00
hours, ADC Rashedul Islam of Khilgaon Zone along with Officer-in-Charge
Moshiur Rahman of Rampura Police Station, SI Tariqul Islam Bhuiyan and

ASI Chanchal Chandra Sarkar of Rampura Police station began firing from
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guns with the intent to murder the unarmed and innocent protesters in
various areas of Banasree H Block near the Rampura Police Station
building. At that time, infant Md. Basit Khan Musa (6) and his grandmother
Maya Islam (60) were inside the gate of their own house on the ground floor
near Rampura Police Station and then one bullet penetrated the head of
infant Musa and exited through the other side of his head and struck in the
abdomen of his grandmother Maya Islam whereupon Maya Islam died on

the following day.

Thus, the accused persons committed crimes against humanity under
sections 3(2) (a), (g), (h), 4(1), 4(2), 4(3) of The International Crimes
(Tribunals) Act, 1973 punishable under sections 20(2) and 20A of the Act by
killing Maya Islam and causing deadly injury to Basit Khan Musa by firing,
Order to fire and kill, Abetment, Incitement, Facilitation, Complicity,

Failure to take preventive or punitive measures.

Points for Determination

The points for determination are as follows:

1. Whether there was any movement named ‘Quota Reforms
Movement 2024 or  ‘Anti-Discrimination  Students
Movement 2024’ in July-August 2024 widely known as July-

August Movement 20247

i1. Whether during July-August Movement 2024 the deceased
victims Md. Nadim Hossain (38) and Maya Islam (60) were

killed by gun shots, and the victims Amir Hossain (18) and
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infant Basit Khan Musa (06) were grievously injured by gun
shots at Banasree area on 19 July 2024 during the said

movement?

iii. Whether the accused persons are liable for the death of victim
Nadim and Maya Islam and grave injury of victim Amir

Hossain and infant Basit Khan Musa?

iv. Whether killing and injuring of the said victims constituted
crimes against humanity under the International Crimes
(Tribunals) Act, 1973 punishable under sections 20 and 20A

of the Act?

Description of Evidences
In order to prove the charges, the prosecution adduced 14 witnesses,

submitted and exhibited the following documentary and material evidences:

(a) Material evidences

1. Videos.

2. Audios.

(b) Documentary evidences

1. Report of used Arms and Ammunitions.

2. Newspaper reports.
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3. Reports of National and International Human Rights

Organizations.

4. CDR (Call Details Record).

5. Forensic reports.

6. GD (General Dairy) entries.

7. Command Certificate (CC).

Testimony of the Witnesses

The Prosecution examined as many as 14 prosecution witnesses while from
the defence side accused Chanchal Chandra Sarker deposed as a sole

witness. The testimonies of all witnesses are extracted below:
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Videos of the Occurrences
Following videos of the occurrence in question have been submitted by the

prosecution:

A 51-second video footage depicts scenario of the victim Amir Hossain
being shot in succession by two Police officers while he was clinging by the

carnice of an under-construction building.

A 1-minute and 16-second video footage shows infant victim Musa being

carried to the hospital by his father after being shot.

A 1-minute and 50-second video footage depicts the scene of victim Maya

Islam being carried to the hospital by local individuals after being shot.

After conclusion of examination of the witnesses the prosecution, with the
leave of the Tribunal, submitted another video in which accused Chanchal
Chandra Sarker admitted that he and SI Tariqul Islam had shot gunfire at
victim Amir Hossain while clinging from a rod of an under-construction
building. This video has been examined by forensic expert of Criminal
Investigation Department (CID) who found the statement of Chanchal

Chandra Sarker therein genuine and not artificially manufactured.
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A news report broadcast by the BBC on August 2, 2024, titled: "Horrors of
gunfire and use of force during the quota reform movement
(720P_HD).mp4." Showing the moments of the shooting of victim Musa,

victim Maya Islam and victim Amir Hossain.

A news report broadcast by Nagarik TV on November 16, 2024, titled:
"Little Musa, injured during the mass uprising, has opened his eyes." The
said report broadcasts the news of the death of Musa's grandmother Maya

Islam.

A news report broadcast by Channel 1 on April 04, 2025, titled: "Child
Musa, shot in the head during the July uprising, returns home from
Singapore after advanced treatment." At the 28-second mark of the said

news, the incident of his grandmother being shot is mentioned.

A news report broadcast by Somoy TV on April 04, 2025, titled: "7-year-old
child Musa, injured by gunfire during the July uprising, has arrived in the
country." From the 20-second mark to the 24-second mark of the said news,

the shooting and death of grandmother Maya Islam 1s mentioned.

Audios of the Occurrence

(a)(I). The Prosecution submitted a Pen Drive containing a conversation
between the then Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and the then Mayor of
Dhaka South City Corporation Sheikh Fazle Noor Taposh. The said
conversation reveals instructions of Sheikh Hasina to suppress the Anti-
Discrimination Movement 2024 carrying out by identifying protest locations

with the use of drones and gunfire helicopters.
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(IT) Transcript of the said conversation between Sheikh Hasina & Fazle Nur

Taposh is extracted below:
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On forensic examination of the voice of said conversation it has been found
that the voice of both of them are quite similar to the known voice of Sheikh

Hasina and Fazle Nur Taposh.

(b)(I). A 2-minute and 50-second voice message in MP4 video format
containing a photograph of the then DMP Commissioner Habibur Rahman,
wherein he gave instructions to his subordinates Police personnel of Dhaka
Metropolitan Police to open fire on the student-masses to suppress the

movement.

(IT) Transcript of the said conversation goes as:

“SINTAE AT AP @ @A 0= [TOft Fares AWiena fed &iae
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Description of the Used Arms and Ammunitions

It appears from the formal charge and the GD entry made by accused
Officer-in-Charge Moshiur Rahman of Rampura Police Station that police
personnel of Rampura Police Station and Rampura Police Outpost used
China Rifles, Short guns and Pistols in the atrocities at the Rampura area on
19-07-2024. The amount of ammunitions used with the said lethal weapons

on that day is given below:

553 bullets of China Riffle.

28 rounds of bullets from Pistol.

323 rounds of Rubber bullets from short gun.

771 rounds of lead bullets from short gun.

Newspaper Reports

It appears that reports of crimes against humanity committed by the accuseds
on 19 July 2024, at Rampura Banasree area were published in the daily
newspapers of Bangladesh. Some of the newspapers reporting’s were seized

on 27 May 2025 by the investigating officer which are codified in the



96

volume captioned “Seizure list, Zimmanama and Documentary Evidence”.

The headlines of the reports of the newspapers are as follows:

The Daily Janakantho dated 20.07.2024 ‘Tt qifea gz SO,
The Daily New Age dated 20.07.2024 “Hospital overwhelmed by

patients”.

The Daily Ittefaq dated 21.07.2024 ““if&oTor fags ST Qb &,

The Daily Bangladesh Protidin dated 21.07.2024 “72 #F™PR fa=e @i
0y,

The Daily Janakantho dated 21.07.2024 “wRfzgs W [f5e Ao,

The Daily New Age dated 23.07.2024 “Many killed, hurt at home
workplace”.

The Daily Prothom Alo dated 14.08.2024 “Jpire fgeim =1, @fFite o7
oY T @ (T e,

The Daily Amardesh dated 16.04.2025 “aréits sz & fuce fHica
The Daily Prothom Alo (online) dated 07.10.2024 “<cwi=ice @i
e PiIce PreE e Jeetees hfewsr, & e arer G

The Daily Somokal dated 02.08.2024 “THI5T FRFR SCWIC f2red Sifera!
¥

BSS News (online) dated 12.03.2025 “%g eq W o= AR *=Ar
Protidiner Songbad (online) dated 12.03.2025 “%2 @ ez ===t 2riic
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Ajker Potrika (online) dated 28.07.2024 “T=e=T61 IR (A0S, QG 40O
B, F Ted 2 9

The Daily Manabzamin dated 02.08.2024 “¥q 3z (qF <fer wfifes
RIS 2T AP AR

The Daily Prothom Alo (online) dated 19.08.2024 ‘I <=6 S<g™
SffTeea =3 @, (1R O (06 A=

The Daily Bangladesh Protidin (online) dated 20.08.2024 “sifefcr 3icst
AT S (IR SeCeld (e T,

Amader Somoy (online) dated 17.08.2024 “sfevx f=itr ©dt~a @ 40

T AP 2R @fel A oo

Reports of National and International Organizations
(a) Report of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights of the United

Nations

United Nations Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner held an
investigation into July-August 2024 atrocities in Bangladesh and mentioned
in its report that the following inhuman and unlawful acts were committed
upon the protesters on 19 July 2024 at Rampura-Badda area.

The report says that on the evening of 18 July, the then Home Affairs
Minister chaired a meeting of the "Core Committee," attended by the heads
of Police, RAB and BGB and intelligence leaders. At the meeting, the
Minister told the BGB Commander, in front of the other senior security
sector leaders, to order use of lethal force much more readily, as one of the

meeting participants related to OHCHR. Senior official testimony also
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indicated that, in a meeting held on the next day, the Prime Minister herself
told security force officials to kill protesters to quell the protests and
specifically demanded to "arrest the Ringleaders of the protests, the
troublemakers, kill them and hide their bodies.” This testimony is also
consistent with Awami League Secretary-General and government minister
Obaidul Quader telling reporters on 19 July that security forces had been
given orders to "shoot on sight" which is manifestly incompatible with

international human rights standards.

The reinforcement of orders to use lethal force was also rapidly reflected in
developments on the ground: the number of reported deaths nearly tripled,
according to OHCHR's estimate, from approximately 100 deaths on 18 July

and the number risen to 300 deaths on 19 July.

According to the official report BGB provided to OHCHR, the Home
Affairs Minister and, on behalf of the Prime Minister, the Director-General
of her Special Security Force and her Military and Security Advisor,

provided verbal directives to "use maximum force."

Numerous witness accounts, medical information, ammunition impact
analysis and photos obtained by OHCHR suggest, however, that the BGB
and Bangladesh Police shot lethal ammunition with rifles and shotguns

directly at crowds protesting and moving around in the area.

One victim was shot before Friday morning prayers in Badda, near Rampura
bridge, some 400 meters away from the Bangladesh TV station. He
described how BGB and police cornered protesters from three sides and

fired simultaneously. "Bullets were dropping down on us like rain," the
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witness recalled, adding that a helicopter hovered above, shooting tear gas,
while men on the helicopter appeared to carry guns. The witness reported
that approximately 20 people around him were hit, including friends and a
15-year-old boy. Some died on the spot. The witness, struck in the foot by a
rifle bullet, lost consciousness and was rushed to a nearby hospital by local
residents. As he was being treated, police allegedly intervened, instructing
medical staff not to treat injuries related to the protests. His medical
discharge paper recorded his wound as a "soft tissue injury, with no mention

of the bullet wound.

Another victim raised his hands and pleaded with the police not to shoot, but
the police nevertheless fired shotgun pellets at him injuring his chest and

arm."

Violence spread across the area, with a witness inside a madrassa (religious
school), near Rampura Police Station hearing gunfire around 14:00 and a
local resident being fatally shot near the intersection. Moments later, the
witness saw a 14-year-old boy with a critical head injury, being carried into
a nearby mosque. The wound to the child's head was caused by a high-
velocity rifle projectile, according to analysis conducted by OHCHR's
forensic doctor, underscoring the lethality of force used against the

protesters, including children.

A 17-year-old student described how he was shot around 14:00 in Rampura
while attempting to flee from shooting by the security forces. Fellow

demonstrators immediately helped and transported him to hospital.
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The security forces apparent indiscriminate shooting also affected civilians
in nearby buildings. A shop owner, who had closed his business when
gunfire erupted, described how bullets penetrated the walls of his shop
causing a head injury to a young boy and killing the boy's grandmother.
Both were rushed to a hospital, where the woman, who had been struck in

the abdomen, died from her injuries.

OHCHR also documented one attempted targeted killing by police officers
in Rampura. At approximately 3pm on 19 July, a young man was walking in
Rampura when he encountered police and BGB units blocking access to the
road. Avoiding confrontation, he entered a construction site adjacent to the
Rampura Police Station. As he moved to the upper floors, police officers
began pursuing him. Cornered, he clung to an iron rod extending from the
building's framework, attempting to hide and clearly posing no threat.
According to witness testimony, two police officers fired shots at the man
from an upper level, while another officer positioned himself below and
fired upward. Video footage of the Incident corroborates this account and

shows several officers firing at the man from very close range.

(b) Report of BBC (British Broadcasting Corporation)

In the report of BBC published on 09-07-2025 captioned ‘Ex Bangladesh
leader authorized deadly crackdown, leaked audio suggests’ stated that in the
leaked audio of Hasina’s conversation with an unidentified senior
government official on 18-07-2024 that Sheikh Hasina gave direct
authorization to shoot anti-government protesters, tens of thousands of
whom have taken to the streets by last summer and that following the said

call military grade rifles were deployed and used across Dhaka.
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The leaked 18 July recording was voice matched by the Criminal
Investigation Department in the Bangladesh Police with known audio of
Sheikh Hasina’s voice. The BBC conducted its own independent verification
by sharing the recording with audio forensics experts Earshot, who found no
evidence the speech had been edited or manipulated and said it was highly

unlikely to have been synthetically generated.

Earshot also analysed Sheikh Hasina’s speech — the rhythm, intonation and
breath sounds — and identified consistent noise floor levels, finding no

evidence of synthetic artefacts in the audio.

“The recordings are critical for establishing her role, they are clear and have
been properly authenticated, and are supported by other evidence,” British

international human rights barrister Toby Cadman told the BBC.

BBC Eye analysed and verified hundreds of videos, images and documents

detailing Police attacks against demonstrators across 36 days.

(c) Report of The Techno Global Institute

The report of Techno Global Institute focused on those who died on 19 July,
scores of people were also injured. The most well-known example is perhaps
eighteen-year-old Amir Hossain who was pursued by law enforcement
officers to the fourth floor of a building under construction. After the
internet was restored, the video of Amir being shot as he hung on to a
projecting steel rod went viral. The video gave the impression that he had

died, but in fact he survived.

Amir was coming home early from working in a restaurant in Banashree at

about 3pm that afternoon. He walked his usual route home, but found
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himself near Rampura Police Station caught in the middle of running battles

between about 100-150 protesters and the police.

Amir Hossain ran to hod shelter in a d-stoney construction site opposite
Famous Hospital. Panicked and alone, he climbed the stairs, looking for
somewhere to hide. By the time he reached the third floor, he realized he
was being followed. When he got to the roof and couldn't go any further, he
tried to get away from the helmeted and uniformed police officers by

hanging of a rod projecting from the side of the building.

He was caught on camera and through social media was later watched across

the world.”

The report further goes on - “A 17-year-old student was standing on Avenue
No 7 opposite the Rampura police station the moment Nadim was shot on 19
July. At about 2pm, half an hour before he was shot, Nadim, a 37-year-old
worker at a gas cannister company, told his brother-in-law, who was at his
home, that he had a gas delivery to make. At around 2.30pm, his wife Niha
said that the family heard gunshots from the direction of the police station.
'We came back upstairs, Then the gunshots increased and there was almost
non-stop firing. We went downstairs again as protestors were running inside
this lane,' she said. The 17-year-old student, who was attending the protests
for the first time, says he saw Nadim at Road No 2 opposite the police
station, 'Shortly after 2pm a BGB armored car came to the lane where we
were gathering and opened fire on us directly. I rushed towards safety and
after few moments I saw some people carrying Nadim bhai to the side of the

lane," he said. Nadim's wife, Niha, then said she heard someone shouting
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'Niha's husband got shot.” Shortly afterwards some people brought Nadim’s
body to the house and she saw to bullet wounds which were heavily
bleeding. His eyes were open but he was unable to speak. They took him to

Hospital where he was declared dead.”

(d) World Report 2025 of Human Rights Watch

Human Rights Watch, in its world report 2025, stated that in July violence
erupted after Hasina’s Awami league party supporters and Police attacked
students peacefully protesting a politicized quota scheme for government
job. Security forces used excessive force including tear gas, grenades, rubber
and live bullets. The authorities imposed a nationwide internet shutdown
restricting access to information, and enforced a curfew with a “shoot on
sight” order. Nearly 1000 people including over 100 children were

reportedly killed in the violence in July.

(e) Annual Human Rights Report of ADHIKAR

Human Rights organization Adhikar also published a report about the July-
August movement 2024 stating that the Quota Reform Movement of the
students incepted on 01 July 2024 by the students of different universities of
the county inclusive of Dhaka University spread the whole country after they
were attacked by the law enforcing agencies and the activists of Chatra
League, Jubo League and Shechcha Shebok League which were associated
organizations of the ruling party Awami League. The movement was further
intensified by the killing of Begum Rokeya University student Abu Sayed on
16 July 2024. The law enforcers together with the activists of the said
organizations administered cruel oppression upon the protesting students and

public by using lethal weapons. They also used armed vehicles in the attack.
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Adhikar also noted that people of all walks including the day labourers and

rickshaw pullers participated in the movement.

CDR (Call Details Record)
The call details record has been submitted by the Prosecution to show the

presence of the accuseds at the place of occurrence.

Forensic Report

Prosecution submitted two forensic reports one on the video showing victim
Amir Hossain being shot by police personnel while he was clinging with a
rod of an under-construction building and another one on the voice message
of DMP Commissioner Habibur Rahman directing his subordinate Police

personnel to use maximum force against the protesting students & public.

Copies of GD Entry

Copy of the GD entry made by the accused Md. Moshiur Rahman on 19 July
2024 at 23:55 in which he recorded the description of the Anti-

discrimination student movement and Police activities on that day.

Copy of the GD entry made by the accused SI Tariqul Islam Bhuiyan on 17
August 2024 in which he gave a description of the Anti-discrimination
student movement and police activities and also his involvement in shooting

gunshots at Amir Hossain including himself on 19 July 2024.
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Copies of CC (Command Certificate)

The prosecution also submitted copy of two command certificates showing
assignment of duty to accused ASI Chanchal Chandra Sarker and accused SI

Tariqul Islam Bhuiyan on 19 July 2024.

Summing Up

In the summing up the learned chief Prosecutor Mr. Tajul Islam and later on
the successor chief Prosecutor Mr. Aminul Islam submitted that accused
Habibur Rahman committed crimes against humanity by ordering his
subordinate Police personnel of Dhaka Metropolitan Police and also from
abstaining from taking any measures to prevent the perpetrators from

committing the atrocities or from taking punitive action against them.

Accused Rashedul Islam committed crimes against humanity by being
personally present at the place of occurrence and thereupon ordering and

supervising the atrocities.

Accused Moshiur Rahman committed crimes against humanity by his active
participation as well as supervision in the killing and injuring the victim by

firing gunshots.

Accused Tariqul Islam and Chanchal Chandra Sarker committed crimes
against humanity by firing six gunshots, three each, at victim Amir Hosain
while, with a view to save himself from the atrocities, he was clinging by the
carnice and with a rod of an under-construction building. A video of the

scenario of the firing gunshots at Amir Hossain by them has gone viral. This
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was one of the deadliest episodes of the widespread and systematic attack

during the July Movement 2024.

There is simply no evidence that the civilian protesters on 19 July 2024 at
Rampura-Banasree area was violent. Indeed, the movement was peaceful.
The victims child Basit Khan Musa, his grandmother Maya Islam, Md
Nadim Hossain and Amir Hossain were purely civilians and were not even
amongst the protesters in any way as is evident from above witnesses
depositions and documentary evidence. They were simply victims of the
reckless acts of firing by the accuseds. The extent of their recklessness and
atrocities went far beyond the scene of protest and made general household
people unsafe and victimized, such as Maya Islam and the child Basit Khan
Musa. Bullets and ammunitions were fired inside the household placing

every resident in that area at risk of death.

The learned Chief Prosecutors urged in their concluding submission for

awarding capital punishment to all the accuseds.

On the other hand, the learned state defense counsel submitted that the
accused Habibur Rahman, Md. Rashedul Islam, Md. Moshiur Rahman,
Chanchal Chandra Sarker and Tariqul Islam Bhuiyan were not at all
involved in the killing and injuring the victims by gunfire. On 19 July 2024
they merely performed their duty to maintain the law-and-order situation and
also to protect the life of the people as well as the property of the state and
public. They did not kill or injure anybody, nor they passed any order to

shoot with intent to kill or injure.
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The learned defence counsel for accused Chanchal Chandra Sarker
submitted that the offence as alleged against him is miserably vitiated with
complete shroud of hearsay evidence which do not constitute and
corroborate any cogent and credible evidence to bring charge against the
accused. In respect of all the charges, the learned defense counsel submitted
that at the time of alleged incidents, the accused Chanchal was on duty at the
Gate No.3 of Bangladesh Television (BTV) Building. The prosecution failed
to establish presence and complicity of the accused. There is no eye witness

to name the accused as to his involvement with the alleged occurrences.

He further submitted that victim Amir Hossain testified as PW-1 could not
recognize the two police personnel who shot him. In addition to that it
appears from book “Seizure list, Zimmanama and Documentary Evidence”
that the Officer-in-Charge of Rampura Police Station made a GD entry on
19.07.2024 narrating the anti-discriminatory student movement and police
action taken to control the situation. In the said GD he gave a description of
his police team under Rampura Police Station who were allocated arms and
ammunitions on 19 July 2024 and also mentioned the amount of guns and
arms used by the members of his team wherein there is no mention of

Chanchal Chandra Sarker.

Neither he was issued any arms and ammunitions, nor he shot any fire arms,
as it appears from the said GD. The learned counsel argued that accused

Chanchal is completely innocent and as such he should not be punished.

In reply, the learned Chief Prosecutor Mr. Tajul Islam rejected the said

arguments of the defense and submitted that there are sufficient evidences of
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complicity of the accused persons in killing and injuring the victims and as
such they deserve adequate punishment for the offences they have
committed. The learned Chief Prosecutor relied on the testimonies of the
witness and referred the Tribunal to the evidences contained within the
volume containing “Seizure List, Zimmanama, and Documentary Evidence”

as well as all other evidences submitted by the prosecution.

The learned Chief Prosecutor concluded his submission with the saying that
it has been proved and established beyond reasonable doubt that the
accuseds committed the crimes against humanity by their incitement, order,
participation, abetment, aid and also their inaction under section 3(2) (a) (g)
(h) and sections 4 (1) (2) (3) of the International Crimes (Tribunals) Act,
1973. He added that the evidences against the accuseds are so strong and
adequate that if they are tried in any other court or Tribunal in the world,

they would be awarded the maximum punishment.

In addition to the direct participation of the accused DMP Commissioner
Habibur Rahman and Additional Deputy Commissioner Md Rashedul Islam
held superior status over the other accuseds, and as such they had the
responsibility to stop the killing and injuring the protesters and public at
some stage of the operation. However, they abstained from discharging this
superior responsibility as well, whereupon they are also liable under the

principle of superior command responsibility.
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Discussion of Evidences
A. July-August Movement 2024

It is an admitted fact as well as a matter of common knowledge that the
students of Bangladesh launched ‘Quota Reforms Movement 2024’ and
‘Anti-discrimination Students Movement 2024’ widely known as July-
August Movement 2024 on 1 July 2024 which ended on 5 August 2024. As
part of the movement the students and common people assembled at
Rampura area and held demonstration on 19 July 2024 and as such
confrontation ensued between them and the Police/BGB personnel as well as
activist of ruling party Awamy League and its affiliated and allied
organizations resulting in atrocities upon the unarmed protesting students
and common people whereupon hundreds of them were killed and thousands

were deadly injured.

B. Killing of victim Nadim and Maya Islam and grave injury of victim Amir
Hossain and Basit Khan Musa.

PW-1 Amir Hossain himself deposed in the Tribunal. He stated in his
testimony that on Friday 19 July 2024 he departed from his workplace for
his residence following the Jummah prayer. Upon crossing the bamboo
bridge over the Rampura canal and ascending to the main road, he came
across the members of the Police and BGB firing gunshots at the protesting
public and students. Out of fear for his life, he took shelter on the roof of the
4th floor of an adjacent under-construction building. Three police personnel
pursued him onto the roof. Noticing their approach, he tried to hide himself
by hanging from a rod attached to the roof. One Police officer asked him to

jump down from there, but he remained hanging by the rod instead of
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jumping. At that moment, the said Police fired three consecutive rounds of
bullet at him with a pistol and all three bullets struck his legs. Said Police
left the scene and another police officer arrived there and fired an additional

three rounds with a pistol which also hit both of his legs.

PW-11 Lincon Majhi, a Staff Nurse of Famous Specialized Hospital deposed
that on Friday, 19 July 2024 at about 4:00 PM, a person calling on hospital
landline apprised that a person was lying shot on the roof of an under-
construction three story building in front of Rampura Police Station, next to
the hospital and as such he (PW) along with Dr. Zahid and another person
went there and brought the victim to the hospital. After providing primary
treatment he was transferred to the Dhaka Medical College Hospital. PW-11
subsequently came to know that the victim’s name was Amir Hossain and
that he was shot by ASI Chanchal Chandra Sarker and SI Tariqul Islam. He
further deposed that on the said date about 80-100 patients with gunshot

injuries came to the hospital.

In cross-examination he said that six gunshot wounds were found on both

legs of Amir Hossain.

PW-2 Md. Mostafizur Rahman, father of infant victim Basit Khan Musa and
son of deceased Maya Islam stated in his testimony that on July 19, 2024 at
about 3:00/3:30 PM he was leaving his residence to deliver food to his father
while his infant son Basit Khan Musa wanted to have ice cream. He then
came downstair with his mother Maya Islam and son Musa. He asked his
mother to take Musa back home after he buys ice-cream. Then a bullet fired

by the Police from outside the gate struck Musa’s head and exited through
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the back side of the head and then struck his mother Maya Islam in her
abdomen and immediately she was admitted to Farazy hospital wherefrom
on the advice of the doctors she was taken to Dhaka Medical College
Hospital on the following morning at 5.00pm and on the way to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital her condition had deteriorated. Upon arrival at the
hospital doctors performed an ECG and declared her dead. His infant son
Basit Khan Musa was also received long treatment both in home and
Singapur. The right side of his body is currently paralyzed, he is unable to

speak or move and receives food through an NG tube (nasogastric tube).

PW-4 Md. Yakub, a resident of the building where victim infant Basit Khan
Musa and his grandmother Maya Islam reside, stated in his deposition that
during the movement on a Friday the 19 July 2024 at about 3:00 PM he,
upon observing disturbance outside, went to the ground floor parking area of
the building and saw Musa along with his father and grandmother Maya
Islam there. They were standing together there while a bullet fired by police
from the direction of the police station had struck Musa’s head, exited
through the back of his head and struck the abdomen of Musa’s grandmother
who was standing beside him. She collapsed while attempting to ascend the
stairs. The stairs were drenched in blood. She was sent to the hospital by
rickshaw. The following day he heard that Maya Islam had passed away. He
(PW-4) further stated that on that day, numerous bullets discharged from the

police station struck the shutter of his shop and the walls of his building.
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PW-3 Tabassum Akter Niha, wife of deceased victim Nadim stated in her
testimony that on 19 July 2024 her husband went to the Mosque in front of
Rampura Police Station to perform Jummah Prayer. At about 2:30 PM, local
residents brought her husband back home in a critical, blood-stained
condition with gunshot wounds. Blood was profusely flowing from her

husband’s abdomen. He was then taken to the hospital where the doctor

declared him dead.

PW-4 Md. Yakub also lends corroboration to the fact of Nadim’s death by
saying that Nadim, the son-in-law of Shukur Ali of his area, was shot dead

by police in front of the mosque.

We find in testimony of PW-5, PW-8 and PW-14 the corroboration of death
of Nadim and Maya Islam as well as grievous injury of Amir Hossain and

Basit Khan Musa by gunshots.

Sub-Inspector Md. Golam Kibria Khan deposing as PW-5 stated that he was
posted at Rampura Police Station on Friday, 19 July 2024 and that on the
said day immediately after Jummah prayer protesting students and members
of the public began to gather in the vicinity of the Rampura Police Station.
At that time OC Moshiur Rahman of Rampura Police station was at the BTV
Bhaban area. The wireless operator Constable Abdur Rahman informed the
OC of the situation via radio and then OC Md Moshiur Rahman and ADC
Md. Rashedul Islam of Khilgaon Zone arrived at Rampura Police Station at
around 2:15/2:30 pm with a BGB APC. Then under their order gun-fire was
shot upon the protesting students and public while he (PW5) was staying in

the Police Station. Subsequently, he came to know that as a result of gunfire,
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a person named Nadim was killed near Banasree Jame Mosque adjacent to
the Police station, a woman named Maya Islam was killed on a nearby road,

and a child named Basit Khan Musa sustained grievous gunshot injuries.

PW-8 Police Constable Md. Abdur Rahman was posted as a wireless
operator at Rampura police station from 8:00 AM of 19 July 2024 to 8:00
AM of 20 July, 2024. He stated in his testimony that on Friday 19 July 2024
after Jummah prayer at about 2:00 PM worshipers began exiting from the
mosque adjacent to the Rampura Police Station, and a huge number of
students and public participating in the movement gathered in front of the
station and in the nearby alleys. He informed the OC via wireless about the
gathering and shortly thereafter OC Md Moshiur Rahman and ADC Md
Rashedul Islam arrived at the Police Station in a BGB APC and under the
order of OC and ADC gunshots were fired on the gathered students and
public. The firing took place in presence of OC Moshiur Rahman. He
subsequently learned that a person named Nadim was shot dead in the alley
beside the saloon in front of the Police Station. A small child named Musa
and his grandmother also were injured by gunshots. He heard lateron that the

child’s grandmother had passed away.

PW-14 Syed Abdur Rauf, the investigating officer of the instant case stated
that during the investigation he found that (1) Nadim was killed by police
gunshot in the alley in front of Banasree Jame Mosque adjacent to the
Rampura Police Station building, (2) Amir Hossain was shot and grievously
injured on the third floor of an under construction building beside Banasree
Jame Mosque adjacent to Rampura Police Station, and (3) Maya Islam was

killed by gunshot and her grandson infant Musa was shot and gravely
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injured inside the collapsible gate of house no. 56, road 7, block B of

Banasree in front of Rampura Police Station.

Apart from the above, the concerned media reports, different audios and
videos also do corroborate the killing and injuries of the victims with police

gun fires.

The Daily Amar Desh dated 16-04-2025 published a report in this regard

titled ‘TSl TGN Fw re P =&W = W=7, The Daily Prothom Alo
(Online) reported on 07-10-2024 with the headline that “SitwET=IC ¥
TRICF PreirF e Ieres fofsear, @& g «rst 51, BSS New (Online) dated
12-03-2025 published a news with the caption “%Z Fe 7 SFeT R =W
e & 7=, As regards the attack on victim Amir Hossain hanging from a
rod of an under construction building The Daily Prothom Alo (Online)
published a report on 19-08-2024 titled ‘=T AFT SR +{FT0*R = &1, G2 o
dt> =ites”. The Bangladesh Pratidin (Online) published the story of
inhumane attack upon Amir Hossain on 20-08-2024 under headline ‘fefc=r
=T AT @Fm (1R wweeos (9 o8, The Daily Amader Somoy (Online) also
published a news in this regard on 17-08-2024 with the caption “#fs5¥ fisicg

BT A€ Q0 JC AP ARG BT UG Sepeers”,

In addition to the above several National and International Human Rights
Organizations also mentioned, amongst many others, of the death and injury

of the victims in their reports on July-August movement 2024.

The office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights of the United

Nations mentioned in its report on July Movement 2024 that the security
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force’s apparent indiscriminate shooting also affected civilians in nearby
buildings. A shop owner, who had closed his business when gunfire erupted,
described how bullets penetrated the walls of his shop causing a head injury
to a young boy and killing the boy's grandmother. Both were rushed to a
hospital, where the woman, who had been struck in the abdomen, died from

her injuries.

OHCHR also documented one attempted targeted killing by police officers
in Rampura. At approximately 3pm on 19 July, a young man was walking in
Rampura when he encountered police and BGB units blocking access to the
road. Avoiding confrontation, he entered a construction site adjacent to the
Rampura Police Station. As he moved to the upper floors, police officers
began pursuing him. Cornered, he clung to an iron rod extending from the
building's framework, attempting to hide and clearly posing no threat.
According to witness testimony, two police officers fired shots at the man
from an upper level, while another officer positioned himself below and
fired upward. Video footage of the Incident corroborates this account and

shows several officers firing at the man from very close range.

The Techno Global Institute reported that “While the focus of this report is
on those who died on 19 July, scores of people were also injured. The most
well-known example is perhaps eighteen-year-old Amir Hossain who was
pursued by law enforcement officers to the fourth floor of a building under
construction. After the internet was restored, the video of Amir being shot as
he hung on to a projecting steel rod went viral. The video gave the

impression that he had died, but in fact he survived.
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Amir was coming home early from working in a restaurant in Banashree at
about 3pm that afternoon. He walked his usual route home, but found
himself near Rampura Police Station caught in the middle of running battles

between about 100-150 protesters and the police.

Amir Hossain ran to hod shelter in a construction site opposite Famous
Hospital. Panicked and alone, he climbed the stairs, looking for somewhere
to hide. By the time he reached the third floor, he realized he was being
followed. When he got to the roof and couldn't go any further, he tried to get
away from the helmeted and uniformed police officers by hanging of a rod

projecting from the side of the building.

He was caught on camera and through social media was later watched across

the world.”

The report further goes on - “A 17-year-old student was standing on Avenue
No 7 opposite the Rampura police station the moment Nadim was shot on 19
July. At about 2pm, half an hour before he was shot, Nadim, a 37-year-old
worker at a gas cannister company, told his brother-in-law, who was at his
home, that he had a gas delivery to make. At around 2.30pm, his wife Niha
said that the family heard gunshots from the direction of the police station.
'We came back upstairs, Then the gunshots increased and there was almost
non-stop firing. We went downstairs again as protestors were running inside
this lane,' she said. The 17-year-old student, who was attending the protests
for the first time, says he saw Nadim at Road No 2 opposite the police
station, 'Shortly after 2pm a BGB armored car came to the lane where we

were gathering and opened fire on us directly. I rushed towards safety and
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after few moments I saw some people carrying Nadim bhai to the side of the
lane," he said. Nadim's wife, Niha, then said she heard someone shouting
'Niha's husband got shot.” Shortly afterwards some people brought Nadim’s
body to the house and she saw to bullet wounds which were heavily
bleeding. His eyes were open but he was unable to speak. They took him to

Advance Hospital where he was declared dead.”

We find further corroboration of the death of victim Nadim and Maya Islam
and grievous injuries of victim Amir Hossain and infant Basit Khan Musa by
gunshots in the videos submitted in the Tribunal. Some of the videos are

described in the following:

A 51-second video footage depicts the victim, Amir Hossain, being shot in

succession by two police officers within an under-construction building.

A 1-minute and 16-second video footage depicts the victim, a child named

Musa, being carried to the hospital by his father after being shot.

A 1-minute and 50-second video footage depicts Martyr Maya Islam being

carried to the hospital by local individuals after being shot.

A news report broadcast by the BBC on August 2, 2024, titled: "Horrors of
gunfire and use of force during the quota reform movement
(720P_HD).mp4." From the 40-second mark to the 52-second mark of said
news, the shooting of victim Musa and grandmother Maya Islam is
broadcast, and from the 1-minute 09-second mark to the 1-minute 44-second

mark, the shooting of victim Amir Hossain is broadcast.



118

A news report broadcast by Nagarik TV on November 16, 2024, titled:
"Little Musa, injured during the mass uprising, has opened his eyes." The
said report broadcasts the news of the death of Musa's grandmother, Martyr

Maya Islam.

A news report broadcast by Channel I on April 04, 2025, titled: "Child
Musa, shot in the head during the July uprising, returns home from
Singapore after advanced treatment." At the 28-second mark of the said

news, the incident of the grandmother being shot is mentioned.

A news report broadcast by Somoy TV on April 04, 2025, titled: "7-year-old
child Musa, injured by gunfire during the July uprising, has arrived in the
country." From the 20-second mark to the 24-second mark of the said news,

the shooting and death of grandmother Maya Islam 1s mentioned.

We do not find any evidence contrary to the above findings, facts and
circumstances. In cross-examination the defence failed to disprove these
facts or find any material discrepancy in the testimonies of prosecution
witnesses. The defence did not also deny the facts of gun-shot injuries of
victim Amir Hossain and infant Musa as well as the death of victim Nadim

and Maya Islam by the gunshot injuries.

Therefore, it has been substantiated beyond all reasonable doubts from the
foregoing findings, facts and circumstances that victims Md. Nadim Hossain
and Maya Islam succumbed to gunshot injuries, and victim Amir Hossain
and child Basit Khan Musa were gravely injured by gunshots on July 19,

2024 during the July-August movement 2024.
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C. Liability of the Accuseds

Accused Habibur Rahman: The evidences against Habibur Rahman
collectively suggest his involvement in commanding the Police action that
resulted in the killings and injuries on July 19, 2024. The evidences against

him are:

Issuance of an order to use maximum force by taking kneeling position
against the protesters.

The order being conveyed to the police personnel throughout the DMP area
via wireless, recorded in the Pen Drive, played before the Tribunal wherein
the voice of DMP Commissioner Habibur Rahman was identified by PW-7
ASI Kamrul Hasan and tested to be genuine as per the forensic report.
Post-Incident Reward: visiting Rampura Police Station and giving one lac
taka in cash to the officer-in-charge (OC) as a reward for committing the
impugned atrocities.

The violence on 19 July at Rampura—Banasree area was carried out by ADC
Md Rashedul Islam, OC Md Moshiur Rahman, ASI Chanchal Chandra
Sarker and SI Tariqul Islam Bhuiyan pursuant to the wireless message of

DMP Commissioner Habibur Rahman.

A snapshot of evidence against DMP Commissioner Habibur Rahman can

be summarized below:

It transpires from the testimony of PW-5, PW-7, PW-8, PW-12 and PW-14
that accused DMP Commissioner Habibur Rahman had complicity in the

alleged acts.
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The PW-5 SI (unarmed) Golam Kibria stated in his testimony that during the
movement he was serving as SI in the Rampura Police Station and that on 18
July 2024 while he was staying in the police station he heard from the
wireless operator that the DMP Commissioner Habibur Rahman issued an
order to fire the protesters with Chinese Rifles in kneeling position to

suppress the movement.

He further deposed that on 21 or 22 July 2024 DMP Commissioner Habibur
Rahman visited Rampura Police Station and rewarded a cash of Taka one lac

to the OC for his role in suppressing the movement.

PW-7 ASI Kamrul Hasan is a wireless operator at the Operations Division of
Crime Command and Control Centre, DMP, Dhaka. He stated in his
deposition that on 17 July 2024 he was on duty and between 11:00 AM and
11:30 AM DMP Commissioner Habibur Rahman issued through call sign
“Victor Mike-1" an order to use maximum force to suppress the movement
and also directed the Police personnel to fire upon the protesters using
Chinese Rifles in kneeling position. He (PW-7) and his team transmitted this

audio message to all relevant units of DMP via wireless communication.

The audio message was played in the Tribunal and the PW-7 identified the
voice of DMP Commissioner accused Habibur Rahman and his voice as well

as voice of several others, recorded in the pen drive (Material Exhibit-1).

In cross-examination, he denied the suggestion advanced by the learned state
defence counsel that DMP Commissioner Habibur Rahman issued orders to

fire from kneeling position for the purpose of self-defense.
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PW-8 Constable Abdur Rahman stated in his deposition that he personally
heard on 19 July that the then DMP Commissioner Habibur Rahman issued
an order over the wireless to take kneeling positions and fire with Chinese
Rifles and that on 21 or 22 July, when he was on duty, DMP Commissioner
Habibur Rahman visited the Police station and being satisfied with the role
of the Police on 19 July 2024 he handed over one lac taka in cash to the

Officer-in-Charge as a reward.

The PW-12 Md. Rokunuzzaman, an Inspector of Police serving at the
Digital Lab of CID, Dhaka, deposed that he carried out the forensic
examination of the audio recorded in the pen drive containing a conversation
and he found that the voice of the impugned conversation matched with the
known voice of DMP Commissioner Habibur Rahman (Exhibit-10). He
further stated that he conducted a comparative analysis of the voices
preserved in two video files using specialized voice forensic tools. Upon
comparison of one of the voices in the disputed conversation with the
reference voice of former DMP Commissioner Habibur Rahman, a
likelihood ratio (LR) of 9.56317 was obtained which signifies a positive
match between the disputed voice and the authentic known voice of former
DMP Commissioner Habibur Rahman. He further stated that a likelihood

ratio greater than 1 is considered an indication of a match.

PW-14 the investigating officer deposed that on investigation he found that
on July 2024 accused Habibur Rahman, former DMP Commissioner gave
instructions through wireless message to all the Police units of Dhaka
Metropolitan Police to use lethal weapons upon the unarmed students and

public, and gave one lac taka in cash as prize to the OC of Rampura Police
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Station for shooting at the protesting people on 19 July 2024 as per his

instruction.

In cross-examination the said witnesses made no material discrepancy.
These witnesses seem to be credible. The defence could not establish

anything contrary to their credibility.

It has been revealed from the formal charge as well as the evidences that a
Core Committee was constituted the by government comprising the Home
Minister Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal, IGP Chowdhury Abdullah Al Mamun,
DMP Commissioner Habibur Rahman and some others for the purpose of
taking decisions to suppress the movement and in the meeting of the said
Core Committee decision was taken to kill and eliminate the protesters by

using lethal weapons.

A Pen-drive containing the impugned wireless message of DMP
Commissioner Habibur Rahman has been submitted in the Tribunal in which
message he instructed his subordinates of the Metropolitan Police to use
maximum force for suppressing the Movement 2024 of the students. The

wireless message goes as follows:

“SCAR =T SFAR (@ @RI e [GOfG s Sena faces Gie
IR T el @RI @ R, GToNd ... SR . ..
AR AR A e B /G ¢te, G (T (@FINER e AR @f

w02 ey «fdfgfs e wiweas eok”
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It appears from the report of forensic examination of the said audio message
that the impugned voice of the message was the voice of DMP

Commissioner Habibur Rahman. The forensic report is quoted below:

“DMP Commissioner Habibur Rahman.MP4 w7 fefes w3
e fogafy SR T T TFT A" TF 5.69059
e A | SR feauft st =g I=ER amey FvREE e

freffs o9 e =g 1

The learned state defence counsel took plea of defence on behalf of
absconding accused Habibur Rahman that in the said message Mr. Rahman
instructed the subordinates to fire in the kneeling position for self defence
and with a view to keep the law-and-order situation under control and also to
save the life and property of the people as well as the property of the state.
This plea does not stand true since in the said message he simultaneously
ordered to use maximum force. The use of maximum force obviously
denotes the use of lethal weapons as because the Police personnel do usually
hold Chinese Rifles, SMG@G, Pistol, Revolver and the like. From the statement
of use of arms & ammunitions it appears that the police personnel on that
date of occurrence i.e 19.07.2024 were allotted Chinese Rifles, SMG, Pistol
and Revolver and they used the same causing death to victim Nadim and
Maya Islam and also grave injury to victim Amir Hossain and infant Basit

Khan Musa.

It is perspicuous that accused Habibur Rahman used the words ‘Kneeling
position’ very purposefully with a view to defend himself in course of any

question arising out of his order to use maximum force. Practically in such a
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war-like situation maximum force cannot be applied in kneeling position.
Moreover, he used the words ‘ST Tl 2T FACS A IRQF IEAR- No=r

Ttz SeTwe TRl MR

From which it is crystal clear that in the said message he wanted to suppress
the movement by killing or any other means. Furthermore, by giving Taka
one lac in cash to the Officer-in-charge Moshiur Rahman of Rampura Police
Statin as reward for committing the atrocities in question accused Habibur
Rahman confirmed his intention to have the protesters killed. It is also
evident that he ordered his subordinate police personnel many times to

commit such atrocities to suppress the movement.

The case of the prosecution is that the protesters were unarmed. The defence
did not claim that the protesters had arms with them or they had used any
fire arms against the law enforcing agencies whereupon it is ostensible that
no compelling situation arose at the place of occurrence to use lethal

weapons as self defence against the protesters.

Police Commissioner is the Head of Metropolitan Police and as such DMP
Commissioner Habibur Rahman was the Supreme Commander of all police
personnel of Dhaka Metropolitan Police and thus it was his responsibility to
prevent the atrocities in question and to punish the perpetrators but he did
not discharge this responsibility. Rather he himself perpetrated in the alleged
acts by the impugned wireless message and otherwise, and also by giving
reward to the Officer-in-charge for successfully executing his order by

committing the atrocities.
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Thus, accused Habibur Rahman is liable for the killing, amongst others, of
victim Nadim and Maya Islam and also gravely injuring victim Amir

Hossain and infant Basit Khan Musa i.e he is liable for all the three charges.

Accused ADC Md Rashedul Islam: PW-5 SI Golam Kibria Khan testified
that on 19 July 2024, after the public gathered at Rampura Bansree Area, OC
Md Moshiur Rahman of Rampura Police Station and ADC Md. Rashedul
Islam of Khilgaon Zone arrived at Rampura Police Station at around
2:15/2:30 PM with a BGB APC. He explicitly states that under the
command of OC Moshiur Rahman and ADC Md. Rashedul Islam gunfires
were shot upon the protesting students and public. He further stated that the
ADC was physically present at the place of occurrence and supervised the

atrocities committed by his subordinate police force.

PW-5 also testified that after the video of shooting Amir Hossain went viral,
a meeting led by ADC Md. Rashedul Islam was held at Rampura Police
Station on July 29, 2024 in which the video was played, and the officers
present there identified SI Tariqul Islam Bhuiyan and ASI Chanchal
Chandra Sarker as the two policemen firing at the hanging victim Amir
Hossain. This demonstrates Rashedul Islam’s supervisory and commanding

role in the atrocities.

PW-8 police constable Md Abdur Rahman lends corroboration to the
evidence of PW-5 as regards complicity of ADC Rashedul Islam in the
alleged atrocities. He asserted that he was posted as wireless operator at
Rampura police station and that on Friday 19 July 2024 under the order of

OC Moshiur Rahman and ADC Rashedul Islam gunfire was shot at the
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gathered students and public causing death to victim Nadim and Maya Islam

and grievous injury to child Musa.

PW-14 Investigating officer Sayed Abdur Rouf also found on investigation
that accused Rashedul Islam was present at the place of occurrence on 19-
07-2024 and under his order and supervision the other accuseds committed
the atrocities in question causing death to victim Nadim and Maya Islam and

also gravely injuring victim Amir Hossain and infant Basit Khan Musa.

The plea of defence that Rashedul Islam did not have any complicity in the
atrocities in question does not stand on any cogent basis. Since it has
indubitably been proved that he was present at the place of occurrence
question does arise as to why he was there and what role did he play? As the
zonal head he was superior to all police personnel inclusive of the officer-in-
charge within his zone. Rampura police station was a part of that zone.
There is no substantial evidence that he had fired any gunshot but there are
ample evidences as noted above that he supervised and led the atrocities
there. As the Superior Authority he did not take any measures to prevent the
atrocities nor did he take any punitive steps against the perpetrators

thereafter.

Under the foregoing facts and circumstances, it is evident that Md Rashedul
Islam is liable for the charges of killing Nadim and Maya Islam and also

gravely injuring victim Amir Hossain and infant Basit Khan Musa.

Accused Officer-in-charge Moshiur Rahman: It appears from the above
evidences that on 19 July 2024, immediately after Jummah prayers, a large

crowd gathered in front of Rampura Police Station. The wireless operator
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informed OC Md Moshiur Rahman of the situation, and upon receiving that
message OC Md Moshiur Rahman accompanied by ADC Md. Rashedul
Islam arrived at Rampura Police Station at approximately 2:15 to 2:30 PM in

a BGB APC.

PW-2 Md. Mostafizur Rahman, the father of victim child Basit Khan Musa
and son of victim Maya Islam, is an eye witness and he deposed that on July
19, he observed that the Officer-in-Charge Md Moshiur Rahman of Rampura
Police station along with several other police personnel fired gunshots while
a bullet struck his son’s head, exited through the back and then struck at the
abdomen of his mother Maya Islam. This testimony is also corroborated by

PW-4 Md. Yaqub who is also an eye witness.

PW-4 Yaqub stated in his deposition that he saw a bullet fired from the
direction of the Rampura Police Station hit child Basit Khan Musa and
Musa’s grandmother Maya Islam causing fatal injuries to both and that

Maya Islam succumbed to the injuries.

PW-5 Md. Golam Kibria Khan and PW-8 Md. Abdur Rahman also
corroborate PW-2 and PW-4 above by affirming that firing was carried out

under the express order and participation of OC Md Moshiur Rahman.

It appears that a GD entry was made by OC Md Moshiur Rahman himself on
the night following 19 July 2024 at 23:55 wherein he mentioned that he
himself fired 60 rounds of bullets from Chinese Rifle and 20 rounds of
bullets from his own licensed pistol. This document carries the proof of his
complicity in the killing of victim Nadim and Maya Islam and also gravely

injuring Basit Khan Musa and Amir Hossain.
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PW-5, PW-8 and PW-14 stated in their testimony that DMP Commissioner
Habibur Rahman visited Police station on 21/22 July 2024 and handed over
taka one lac in cash to the Officer-in-charge Moshiur Rahman for his role in
the atrocities on 19 July 2024. Thus, the complicity of OC Moshiur Rahman

is confirmed by his being so rewarded.

The only plea of defence on behalf of absconding accused Moshiur Rahman
is that he did not fire upon the protesting students and public at the place of
occurrence on 19-07-2024 stands rebutted by the foregoing facts &
evidences. Moshiur Rahman remained in abscondence ab initio and thus his

abscondence itself is conducive to the presumption of his guilt.

Being the officer-in-charge Moshiur Rahman was the Head and
Commanding Authority of all other police personnel of Rampura Police
Station who jointly carried out the atrocities with him in his presence and
within his sight and under his command whereupon he is liable for the
killing of victim Nadim and Maya Islam, and fatal injury to victim Basit
Khan Musa and Amir Hossain by gunshots. Although Moshiur Rahman 1is
not seen in the video of firing gunshots at victim Amir Hossain yet his
complicity cannot be ruled out. It appears that the said under-construction
building in which victim Amir Hossain was clinging against rod by the
carnice of the third/fourth floor was near the mosque where Jumma prayer
was done on the date of occurrence and around which the impugned
occurrence took place. It further appears that Moshiur Rahman fired
gunshots at victim Nadim, Maya Islam and Basit Khan Musa in front and
near the mosque after Jumma prayer. The said under-construction building,

as it appears from the facts and circumstances, was within the sight of
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Moshiur Rahman. SI Tariqul Islam and ASI Chanchal Chandra Sarker were
officers of the Ramna Police Station and obviously they acted as per
direction, supervision and knowledge of the officer in-charge Moshiur
Rahman and all of them acted jointly i.e the atrocities throughout Bansree-
Rampura area were their joint criminal enterprise. Furthermore, victim Amir
Hossain stated in his testimony that three police officers chased him to the
said under-construction building and accused Tariqul Islam and Chanchal
Chandra Sarker were two of them. He could not name the third one. In view
of the attending facts and circumstances OC Moshiur Rahman is not unlikely

to be the third one.

Under the foregoing facts and circumstances OC Moshiur Rahman also is
liable for the atrocities committed upon victim Amir Hossain and thus all the

three charges stand substantiated against Moshiur Rahman.

Accused SI Tariqul Islam Bhuiyan and Accused ASI Chanchal Chandra

Sarker: The GD entry lodged by OC Md Moshiur Rahman, referred above,
constitutes significant documentary evidence. The said GD specifically
describes that SI Tariqul Islam Bhuiyan fired 30 rounds of bullets from a
Chinese Rifle and 8 rounds from a Taras pistol during the atrocities
committed on 19 July 2024.

Moreover, SI Tariqul Islam Bhuiyan himself made a GD entry on 17 August
2024. A copy of the said GD can be seen at page 243 of the volume titled
“Seizure List, Zimmanama and Documentary Evidence” submitted by the
Prosecution. In this GD, SI Tariqul Islam Bhuiyan admitted that he was
present at the Rampura Police Station with other police personnel and fired

gunshots. He also stated in his GD that while the student protesters occupied
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an under construction building nearby he and his colleague SI Chanchal
Chandra Sarker along with other police personnel pursued them in that

building, went up to the roof and opened fire.

It appears that a video [Exhibit-9] of the occurrence in question went viral
which shows victim Amir Hossain being shot several times by two police
personnel while he was hanging by the cornice from a rod of an under-
construction building. PW-8 Police Constable Md. Abdur Rahman
corroborated this fact stating that a few days after the occurrence the video
went viral and in that video ASI Chanchal Chandra Sarker and SI Tariqul
Islam Bhuiyan were seen firing at victim Amir Hossain. He also said that he
could identify SI Tariqul Islam Bhuiyan and ASI Chanchal Sarker as they

served with him in the same police station.

PW-5 SI Golam Kibria Khan deposed that a meeting was held at Rampura
Police Station on 29 July 2024 to review the said viral video of the
occurrence. The meeting was attended by ADC Md Rashedul Islam and all
police personnel of the police station. While the video was played in the
meeting everyone identified SI Tariqul Islam Bhuiyan and ASI Chanchal

Sarker firing at victim Amir Hossain.

The victim PW-1 Amir Hossain testified that three police personnel pursued
him onto the roof, one ordered him to jump, and then two officers, one after
the other, fired three shots each on both of his legs. We find nothing contrary

to these evidences.

Except firing gunshots upon victim Amir Hossain we do not find strong

evidence of complicity of Tariqul Islam and Chanchal Chandra Sarker in the
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killing of victim Nadim and Maya Islam and also causing fatal injury to

infant Basit Khan Musa.

The case of defence on behalf of Tariqul Islam, as it appears from the trend
of cross examination, is that accused Tariqul Islam was not present at the
place of occurrence and that he did not fire at victim Amir Hossain. In view
of the GD entry made by himself and another GD entry made by Officer-in-
charge Moshiour Rahman, the defence plea taken by the learned state

defence counsel for accused Tariqul Islam appears to be of no basis.

The Investigation officer (PW-14) as well found on investigation that victim
Amir Hossain was fired six gunshots by accused Tariqul Islam and Chanchal
Chandra Sarker while he tried to save himself from the atrocities by clinging

with a rod of an under-construction building.

Accused SI Tariqul Islam has been in abscontion from the beginning and

thus his abscontion itself also points towards his complicity.

It appears that at the concluding stage of trial a video has been submitted by
the Prosecution showing that accused ASI Chanchal Chandra Sarker, while
being arrested at Khagrachari, had admitted to Prosecutor Mr. Zoha of his
complicity in firing gunshots at victim Amir Hossain, although during re-
examination in the Tribunal he contended that his admission was obtained
by force. But in the video while being displayed no symptom of application
of force was visible. It further appears that Chanchal Chandra Sarker, after
being arrested, was produced in the Tribunal on 28-01-2025, examined on
13-01-2026 and also re-examined on 10-06-2026. But he did not raise this

contention so far. Had any such force was applied he would definitely raise
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this point while he deposed in the Tribunal as DW-1 and also in course of

cross-examination of the prosecution witnesses.

Accused Chanchal Chandra Sarker has taken further plea of defence that he
was not involved in firing gunshots at Amir Hossain since he was deployed
at BTV gate no. 3 on the date of occurrence and remained there until 3.00
pm along with SI Kamruzzaman. He also contended that he was not issued
any arms and ammunitions on the date of occurrence. The GD entry made
by Officer-in-charge Moshiur Rahman immediately after the occurrence

does not show allotment of any arms and ammunitions to him on that day.

It may be noted that Chanchal Chandra Sarker may have been initially
deployed at BTV gate no. 3 but it does not connote that he could not be
moved from there in emergent circumstances. In the war-like situation
between the protesters and the law enforcing agencies none of the Police
personnel was supposed to be in any stable position like statue. All the
Police personnel in such situation were supposed to be in the movement
from hither to thither in order to suppress the movement and also to defend
themselves. Furthermore, the place of occurrence i.e the said under-
construction building was very close to the Rampura Police station and BTV

gate.

Since a war-like situation prevailed on the date of occurrence neither ASI
Chanchal Chandra Sarker nor any other of the Police personnel was
supposed to be on duty without any arms and ammunitions. In view of the
attending facts and circumstances it may be presumed that Officer-in-charge

Moshiur Rahman omitted the name of Chanchal Chandra Sarker in the list of
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allotment of arms and ammunitions in his GD entry either mistakenly or

deliberately.

Therefore, accused Chanchal Chandra Sarker hopelessly failed to establish

the cases of his defence.

From the foregoing evidences, facts and circumstances it has been proved
and established beyond reasonable doubt that accused DMP Commissioner
Habibur Rahman, ADC Rashedul Islam and Officer-in-charge Moshiur
Rahman are jointly liable for the killing of victim Nadim and Maya Islam
and also for gravely injuring victim Amir Hossain and infant Basit Khan

Musa. Thus, they are liable for all the three charges.

Accused SI Tariqul Islam and ASI Chanchal Chandra Sarker are jointly
liable for committing inhuman acts by shooting at victim Amir Hossain
while, in his attempt to save himself from the atrocity, he was clinging
against the rod of an under-construction building. There is no strong
evidence of their complicity in causing death by gunshots to victim Nadim
and Maya Islam and fatal injury to Basit Khan Musa. Accused Tariqul Islam

and Chanchal Chandra Sarker are found guilty for the charge no. 2 only.

Extenuating Circumstances

It appears that accused Tariqul Islam and Chanchal Chandra Sarker are
officers of the lowest tier in Police Service. Moreover, the victim Amir
Hossain whom they fried gun shots is alive. Furthermore, out of three
charges, two have not been substantiated against them. Under such

circumstances they deserve a mitigating sentence under section 5(2) and
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20(2) of the International Crimes (Tribunals) Act 1973. The provisions of

these sections are extracted below:

Section 5(2): "The fact that the accused acted pursuant to his domestic
law or to order of his Government or of a superior shall not free him
from responsibility, but may be considered in mitigation of

punishment if the Tribunal deems that justice so requires."

Section 20(2): "Upon conviction of an accused person, the Tribunal
shall award sentence of death or such other punishment proportionate
to the gravity of the crime as appears to the Tribunal to be just and

proper."

It 1s noteworthy here that accused ASI Chanchal Chandra Sarker has been
languishing in custody for a long span of time. He, instead of fleeing away,
stayed in the country and has been facing trial. Upon conviction, he alone
will suffer the sentence instantly. In the circumstances it is our considered
view that Chanchal Chandra Sarker deserves a further mitigation of

sentence.

D. Whether the Alleged Acts are Crimes Against Humanity?

Now we have to see whether the said acts of killing and injuring the victims
are crimes against humanity. The following criminal acts have been listed as
Crimes against humanity in section 3 of the International Crimes (Tribunals)

Act 1973:
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Murder, extermination, enslavement, deportation or forcible
transfer of population, imprisonment, abduction, confinement,
torture, rape, sexual exploitation, enforced disappearance, human
trafficking, sexual slavery, enforced prostitution, forced
pregnancy, enforced sterilization or other inhumane acts,

when committed as part of a widespread or systematic attack
directed against any civilian population with knowledge of the
attack

or

persecutions on political, racial, ethnic or religious grounds,
whether or not in violation of the domestic law of the country

where perpetrated;

Article 7 of the Rome Statue has given definition of crime against humanity
in the same manner. The acts scheduled as Crimes against humanity under

Article 7 of Rome Statute are as follows:

“Crime against Humanity” means any of the following acts when
committed as part of a widespread or systematic attack directed

against any civilian population, with knowledge of the attack:

Murder, Extermination, Enslavement, Deportation or forcible transfer
of population, Imprisonment or other severe deprivation of physical
liberty in violation of fundamental rules of international law, Torture,
Rape, sexual slavery, enforced prostitution, forced pregnancy,
enforced sterilization, or any other form of sexual violence of

comparable gravity, Persecution against any identifiable group or
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collectivity on political, racial, national, ethnic, cultural, religious,
gender as defined in paragraph 3, or other grounds that are universally
recognized as impermissible under international law, in connection
with any act referred to in this paragraph or any crime within the
jurisdiction of the Court, Enforced disappearance of persons, The
crime of apartheid, Other inhumane acts of a similar character
intentionally causing great suffering, or serious injury to body or to

mental or physical health.

In view of the above provision of section 3 of the Act and Article 7 of the
Rome Statute an offence must have the following elements to be considered

as crime against humanity.

There must be an attack;
The attack must be widespread or systematic.

The attack must target a civilian population.

The attacker must have the knowledge that the attack being

done or going to be done.

The term ‘widespread’ refers to the large-scale nature of attack which
primarily reflects in the number of victims. ‘Systematic’ refers to the
organized nurture of the acts of violence and the non-accidental repetition of
similar criminal conduct on a regular basis. ‘Widespread’ is quantitative

while systematic is qualitative.

In this context reference may be made to the decision of Dusko Tadic case.
Dusko Tadic while indicted in 1995 for war crimes and crimes against

humanity challenged the ICTY’s jurisdiction over crimes against humanity
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arguing that the definition of crimes against humanity did not conform to
contemporary international law, which required such crimes to be committed
in an international armed conflict. The appeal chamber of the ICTY rejected
this argument by affirming that crimes against humanity can even be

committed in peace time.

The ICTY trial chamber noted that in order to constitute crimes against
humanity, the concerned crime must be directed against any civilian
population and it must be widespread or must demonstrate a systematic

character.

It transpires that the national and international daily newspapers, the
electronic media and social media published the news of the day-to-day
attacks upon the protesting students and public during the whole period of

the movement including 19 July 2024.

An elaborate discussion has been made in the judgement of Chief

Prosecutor vs Sheikh Hasina and Others bearing ICT-BD Case No. 02

of 2025 as to how widespread and systematic the July-August Movement
2024 was. There has been a threadbare illustration of the nature of the attack
therein. The judgement describes that various law enforcement agencies like
Police, Ansar, BGB, Army and activists of Awami League and its associated
organizations were deployed to eliminate and kill the protesters. Moreover,
the lethal weapons, helicopters and drones were used for the purpose and
thereby hundreds of protesters were killed and thousands were gravely
injured. Furthermore, internet service was stopped, dead bodies of the

protesters were destroyed, ambulances carrying the dead-bodies and injured
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persons were impeded, medical treatment was interfered, the medical
documents of the treatments of the victim protesters were interpolated, burial
and funeral of the dead were hindered, and the doctors were kept under

threat.

It has been substantiated in the aforesaid case (ICT-BD Case No. 02 of
2025) that the protesters were attacked in many places of Dhaka and in
almost all parts of the country during the movement. In the said case it has
been proved and established that atrocities took place in Badda, Rampura,
Banasree, Chankharpool, Jatrabari, Uttara, Mirpur, Mohammadpur, Dhaka

University, Savar etc.

Therefore, it 1s crystal clear that the attack upon the innocent unarmed
protesters was in a large-scale and for a long duration and systematic and

that the attack was carried out with the knowledge of the perpetrators.

Moreover, the Office of the Commissioner for Human Rights of the United
Nations held an investigation into the said July-August movement 2024 and
published a report thereof. The report stated that there was widespread and
systematic attack upon the protesting students and public, and specifically
mentioned therein that about 1400 protesters were killed and 25000 were
gravely injured by using lethal weapon. In the said report the occurrence of
killing and injuring the protesters with lethal weapons across the Dhaka city

by police has been specifically mentioned.

Human Rights organization ‘Adhikar’ also published a report about the July-
August movement 2024 stating that the Quota Reform Movement of the

students incepted on 01 July 2024 by the students of different universities of
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the county inclusive of Dhaka University spread the whole country after they
were attacked by the law enforcing agencies and the activists of Chatra
League, Jubo League and Shechcha Shebok League which were associated
organizations of the ruling party Awami League. The movement was further
intensified by the killing of Begum Rokeya University student Abu Sayed on
16 July 2024. The law enforcers together with the activists of the said
organizations administered cruel oppression upon the protesting students and
public by using lethal weapons. They also used armed vehicles in the attack.
Adhikar also noted that people of all walks including the day labourers and

rickshaw pullers participated in the movement.

Thus, the impugned attack upon the protesting students and the public and
killing Md Nadim Hossain and Maya Islam, and gravely injuring the infant
Basit Khan Musa and Amir Hossain at Rampura-Banasree area was a part of
the said widespread and systematic attack which constituted the crimes
against humanity within the ambit of section 3(2)(a) of the International

Crimes (Tribunals) Act 1973 as well as Article 7 of the Rome Statute.

Under all the aforementioned facts and circumstances, we do find and hold
beyond reasonable doubt that the accused DMP Commissioner Habibur
Rahman, Additional Deputy Commissioner Md Rashedul Islam and OC Md.
Moshiur Rahman committed crimes against humanity under sections
3(2)(a)(g)(h) and 4(1), 4(2) and 4(3) of the International Crimes (Tribunals)

Act 1973.
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SI Tariqul Islam Bhuiyan and ASI Chanchal Chandra Sarker committed
crimes against humanity under sections 3(2)(a)(g)(h), 4(1) and 4(2) of the

Intranational Crimes (Tribunals) Act 1973.

E. Summary of the Findings and Decisions

The findings hereinbefore may be concisely described as follows:

1. The students launched Quota Reforms Movement 2024 in July 2024

commencing on 1 July and ending on 5 August 2024.

2. On 14 July 2024 Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina made a derogatory
remark pointing towards the protesting students while in a press
conference she was answering to a question of a journalist and as
such the students became furious and came down to the street to

protest against the said remarks of the Prime Minister.

3. On the following day Awamy League secretary and cabinet Minister
Obaidul Quader made some threatful and provocative remarks

towards the protesting students.

4. The activists of ruling party Awamy league and its affiliated
organization Chatra league attacked upon the students of Dhaka
University causing many of them injured and hospitalized and thus
the movement sparked in many other educational institutions

including universities throughout the country.

5. The law enforcing agencies and the activists of the ruling party and

its affiliated organization Chatra league, Jubo league, Seccha Sebok
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league fell upon the protesting students and thereby killed and

injured lot of them almost every day throughout the country.

6. The movement and agitation intensified throughout the country
following shooting and killing of Rangpur Begem Rokeya
University student Abu Sayed from a close range by Police on 16-

07-2024.

7. Meanwhile, as revealed in a telephonic conversation, Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina ordered law enforcing agencies and the activists of
her party as well as the affiliated and allied organizations to use

Drones, Helicopters and lethal weapons to suppress the movement.

8. The movement and atrocities erupted in various parts of the country

causing numerous death and deadly injury to lot of the protesters.

9. The National and International organizations like United Nations
Human Rights Commissions, British Broadcasting Corporation,
Human Rights Watch, Techno Global Institute, ADHIKAR etc. held
investigation into the July-August atrocities and stated in their report
of investigation that atrocities took place throughout Bangladesh
during July Movement 2024 causing death to hundreds and grievous
injuries to thousands of the protesters. These organizations
specifically mentioned of the atrocities in Badda, Rampura,

Banasree area on 19" July 2024.

10. Intense protest of the students and the public and atrocities of the

law enforcing agencies and activists of the ruling party and its
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affiliated as well as allied organizations took place in various parts

of Dhaka including Badda, Rampura, Banasree area.

11. It has been proved and established that the protesting students and

public were unarmed.

12. A Core Committee consisting of Home Minister Asaduzzaman
Khan Kamal, Inspector General of Police Chowdhury Abdullah Al
Mamun, DMP Commissioner Habibur Rahman and some others
held a meeting at the residence of Home Minister Asaduzzaman
Khan Kamal in which the Committee received an instruction from
the Prime Minister to use lethal weapons, Drones and Helicopters
upon the protesters and as such the Core Committee decided to
instruct the law enforcing agencies and the party activists to use

lethal weapons, Drones and Helicopters to suppress the movement.

13. As the aftermath of the order of Prime Minister as well as the Core
Committee decisions DMP Commissioner Habibur Rahman
transmitted a wireless message to his subordinate Police personnel
throughout Dhaka Metropolitan Area asking them to feel free to use
maximum force upon the protesters in order to suppress the

movement.

14. As part of the widespread and systematic attack as aforesaid Police
killed victim Nadim with gunshot in front of Banasree mosque after
Jummah prayer on Friday the 19" of July of 2024, killed victim
Maya Islam by gunshots inside the collapsible gate of her house at

Banasree, caused grievous injury to victim Basit Khan Musa by
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gunshots inside the collapsible gate of his house at Banasree and
also caused deadly injury to victim Amir Hossain by gunshots at
Banasree of Rampura area while, with a view to save himself from
the atrocities, he was clinging with a rod by the carnice of an under-

construction building.

15. After the said atrocities in Banasree of Rampura DMP
Commissioner Habibur Rahman came to Rampura Police station and
had, as a mark of appreciation for the said atrocities, given prize of
taka one lac to the Officer-in-charge Moshiur Rahman of Rampura

Police station.

16. Additional Deputy Police Commissioner Rashedul Islam of
Khilgoan Zone was present at the occurrence and supervised the

atrocities there.

17. Officer-in-charge Moshiur Rahman of Rampura Police station shot
gun fire at the victims and also led the atrocities at Barsree-Rampura
Area whereupon victim Nadim and Maya Islam were killed and
victim Amir Hossain and infant Basit Khan Musa were gravely

injured.

18. While victim Amir Hossain being chased by police, with a view to
save himself from the atrocities, took shelter in an under-
construction building and hiding himself by clinging with a rod of
the said building, was shot with fire arms several times by accused

SI Tariqul Islam and ASI Chanchal Chandra Sarker.
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19. A video of the scene of shooting Amir Hossain by the said accuseds
went viral in the social media and it stirred the heart of the people of

all spheres.

Decision

20. By the said acts the accuseds committed crime against humanity
under section 3 and 4 of the International Crimes (Tribunals) Acts

1973 as well as Article 7 of the Rome Statute.

21. Accuseds DMP Commissioner Habibur Rahman, ADC Rashedul
Islam and OC Moshiur Rahman are found liable under all the three
charges labelled against them for killing victim Nadim and Maya
Islam and gravely injuring Basit Khan Musa and Amir Hossain.
Accused SI Tariqul Islam and ASI Chanchal Chandra Sarker are
found liable under charge number 2 only for causing deadly injury to

victim Amir Hossain by gunshots.

22. For each and every crime against humanity the prescribed sentence

is death or any other punishment the Tribunal deems just and fit.

23. In consideration of the nature and gravity of the offence absconding
accused Habibur Rahman, absconding accused ADC Rashedul Islam
and absconding accused OC Moshiur Rahman deserve to be
awarded the highest sentence for each of the three charges. But we
deem it condign to award each of them a single sentence for all the

three charges.
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24.0n the other hand, absconding accused SI Tariqul Islam and accused
ASI Chanchal Chandra Sarker deserve a lesser sentence in
consideration of the facts that they are the officers of the lowest tier
in police service and that the victim Amir Hossain has not

succumbed to the gunshot injuries.

25. Accused ASI Chanchal Chandra Sarker did not flee away and has
been facing trial. He has been languishing in custody for a long span
of time and he is the only accused to suffer the sentence instantly

whereupon he deserves a further mitigation in sentence.

Hence,

ORDERED

That the accused Habibur Rahman (absconding), Md. Rashedul Islam
(absconding) and Md. Moshiur Rahman (absconding) are found guilty of all
the three charges under sections 3(2) (a) (g) (h), 4(1), 4(2) and 4(3) of the
International Crimes (Tribunals) Act, 1973 and thereupon each of them is
hereby awarded a single sentence of death for all the charges together.

The accused Md Tariqul Islam Bhuiyan (absconding) is found guilty of the
charge no. 2 under section 3(2) (a) (g) (h), 4(1) and 4(2) of the International
Crimes (Tribunals) Act, 1973 and thereupon he is hereby sentenced with

imprisonment for life.

Accused Chanchal Chandra Sarker is found guilty of the charge no. 2 under

section 3(2) (a) (g) (h), 4(1) and 4(2) of the International Crimes (Tribunals)



146

Act, 1973 and thereupon he is hereby sentenced with imprisonment for a

term of 20 years.

The sentence of death shall be carried out in accordance with the provisions
laid down in section 20(3) of the International Crimes (Tribunals) Act, 1973

preferably pursuant to the longstanding practice.

The period of sentence of imprisonment of the accused Chanchal Chandra
Sarker shall be computed from the date of his being taken to the custody in

connection with this case.

The parties be at liberty to prefer appeal to the Honorable Appellate Division
of the Supreme Court of Bangladesh against the order of conviction and
sentence in accordance with the provisions laid down in section 21 of the

Act.

Let accused Chanchal Chandra Sarker be committed to the prison at once.

Let a conviction warrant be issued towards the concerned Jail Authority

together with a copy of the order portion of the judgement.

Let warrant of arrest be issued against the absconding convict accused
Habibur Rahman, Md. Rashedul Islam, Md. Moshiur Rahman and Md.

Tariqul Islam Bhuiyan without delay.

Let the warrant of arrest together with a copy the judgement be transmitted

to the Inspector General of Police for doing the needful at his end.

Let a copy of this judgement be transmitted to the District Magistrate, Dhaka

for necessary action.
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beo’f Let a copy of this judgement be transmitted to the Secretary, Ministry of

o

Law, Justice and Parliamentary affairs,

: Let a copy of this judgement be transmitted to the Secretary, Ministry of
A

Home Affairs,

Let a copy of this judgement be supplied to accused Chanchal Chandra

Sarker free of cost.

Let a copy of this judgement be supplied to the prosecution.

The Registrar of the Tribunal shall do the needful in connection with the

judgement and order.

Sd/-(Justice Md. Golam Mortuza Mozumder, Chairman)
Sd/-(Justice Md. Shofiul Alam Mahmood, Member)

Sd/-(Judge Md. Mohitul Hoque Anam Chawdhury, Member)
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