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An Ordinance to regulate
medical practice and
functioning of private clinics
and laboratories.

WHEREAS it is expedient to
regulate medical practice and
functioning of private clinics
and laboratories;

NOW, THEREFORE, in
pursuance of the Proclamation
of the 24th March, 1982, and

in exercise of all powers
enabling him in that behalf, the
Chief Martial Law
Administrator is pleased to
make and promulgate the
following Ordinance
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In 1982, ordinance the
preamble part only
defines only effects of the
ordinance however, in
2023 Draft version, it
mentions both cause and
effect of the ordinance.



Short title
1. This Ordinance may be called
the Medical Practice and
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(Regulation) Ordinance, 1982.
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Medical Practice and Private Clinics and
Laboratories Regulation) Ordinance, 1982’
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2. In this Ordinance, unless there is
anything repugnant in the

subject or context,-

(a) “Director-General” means the
Director-General of Health
Services, Government of
People's Republic of Bangladesh;
(b) “medical practice” includes [* *
*] surgical operation, conduction of
labor, pathological or radiological
examination and

any other medical examination or
service;

(c) “prescribed” means prescribed
by rules made under this Ordinance;

the
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In 2023 Draft version Govt
Definition is newly added which is
HSD, MOHFW however in 1982 it
was defined as “Director-General”
[Director-General of Health
Services, Government of the
People's Republic of Bangladesh]
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(d) “private clinic” means a clinic,
hospital, or nursing home, by
whatever name is called, owned by
any person other than the
Government, where patients are
admitted and kept for treatment;

(e) “private laboratory” means a
laboratory or clinic, whatever the
name called, owned by any person
other than the Government,

where tests, investigations, or
examinations, including X-rays and
electrocardiograms, are held for
diagnosis or clinical purposes;

() AT\’ oLl 4T 9() <R In 2023 draft version 17) hospital
8(R)-4 ?%W; definition is newly added whereas in
1982 ordinance this point was

» o7ef SfRR F32J (AT defined in both 2 (d) (e) separately.
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(f) “recognized additional medical (\Y) IR E5 w2 QLA
qualification” means any medical (NG 8 (OO FNO™ed
qualification included in the Third W12, 2050 (050 HANT Y w8
Schedule to the Medical and VJ—LIT?&W) 9 & IEEIENS '?I@—
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1980);
(g) “registered medical practitioner” (Q) I ST=TerFIAT w2
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Council Act, 1980 (XVI of 1980);
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(d) “private clinic” means a clinic, (Q) RAATO[T Wﬁf@ﬁsﬂw (AT ARICNS In 2023 draft version 17)
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electrocardiograms, are held for

diagnosis or clinical purposes;




Prohibition of private medical

practice

During office hours

4. No registered medical
practitioner in the service of the
Republic

shall carry on private medical
practice during office hours.
Maintenance of Chambers

5. Every registered medical
practitioner carrying on private
medical

practice shall maintain a chamber in
a hygienically sound condition

with necessary facilities for the
examination of patients and a room
for the waiting of patients and their
attendants.
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Maintenance of registers, etc.

6. (1) Every registered medical
practitioner carrying on private
medical practice and every private
clinic and private laboratory

shall maintain a register showing
the names and addresses of the

patients.
(2) Every registered medical
practitioner carrying on private

medical practice and every private
clinic and private laboratory

shall issue receipts in printed form
for the charges and fees realized
from the patients and preserve the
counterfoils of such receipts for
inspection.
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Display of charges and fees

7. Every registered medical
practitioner carrying on private
medical Practice and every private
clinic and private laboratory shall be
prominently displayed in the
chamber, clinic, or laboratory, as the
case may be a list of charges and
fees that may be [demanded by him
or it.]
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License to establish a private clinic

(R) FIET (AT MBI S =

8. No person shall establish a private 5% ]\ WWWQW CEIEDS §|§3\9

clinic without a license under
this Ordinance.
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In 2023 Draft version Govt
Definition is newly added
which is HSD, MOHFW
however in 1982 it was
defined as “Director-
General” [Director-
General of Health
Services, Government of
the People's Republic of
Bangladesh]
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Conditions for license O | HRAF ATHNT MATOS 194 HNT
9. No license for establishing a WWW@ YIHF P AT (P,
private clinic shall be issued unless 2 SR AL ATHNT ATRCS|
the following conditions are

fulfilled, namely:-

(a) there is proper accommodation

with a hygienic environment for

the patients;

(b) there are at least eighty square

feet of floor space for each

patient;

(c) there is an air-conditioned

operation theatre;

(d) there are such essential

equipment as specified in Schedule

B;




(e) there are adequate supply of life-
saving and essential medicines;

(f) there are such a number of full-
time registered medical
practitioners, nurses, and other staff
as specified in Schedule C;

(g) there are specialists for the
operation, treatment, and
supervision of patient
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Point 4 mentioned only Establishment of private
hospital in draft 2023, however this is bit
confusing as in the definition there is no private
hospital rather it only mentioned “Hospital”. In
1982 Act there was definition of private clinic.
2023 draft mentioned a private hospital or clinic
can be established after getting the license
howver in 1982 it was more clearly stated and
this statement can be like “A private hospital or
clinic can go functional after getting the license
agaist its exciting infrastructure”.
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In 1982 ordinance, there
was a directive in section-
11. It can be more
specified in draft law [as
example below, section-7]
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Application for license

10. (1) Any person intending to establish
a private clinic shall apply

in the prescribed form to the Director-
General for a license.

(2) The owner of a private clinic already
in existence shall, on or before the 30th
of June 1982, apply in the prescribed
form to the

Director-General for a license.

(3) The Director-General may, on receipt
of an application under

sub-section (1) or (2), make such
inquiries as he considers necessary and
shall grant the application if he is
satisfied that the conditions for running
a clinic as mentioned in section 9 have
been fulfilled, or, by order, reject it, if he
is not so satisfied.
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(4) If the Director-General grants the (8) C(<RICANT JIS A AfODN By
application, he shall issue, in the prescribed (<PIC] JSCE P ANCY
form, a license to the applicant. (RAIRIRE IANTOIA (T RN
(5) A private clinic already in existence shall \&{«J NTIor® HI[TO AMKI |
close down after the 30th of June 1982

unless an application for a license has been

made under sub-section (2).

(6) Where an application for a license made

under sub-section (2) is rejected, the clinic

shall close down after the expiry of thirty

days from the date of receipt of the order

of such rejection, and if an appeal against

such order is preferred, under section 12,

and such

If an appeal is rejected, the clinic shall close

down on the date of receipt of the order of

such rejection.




Charges and fees in private clinics S ﬁ%gm CAQT w qT w T % In 1982 [3] it was mentioned

[3. The maximum charges and fees that may be demanded in .
a private clinic or private laboratory for surgical operations, ﬁ. g '-T that Patle.nts Who are l:]Ot
P — Bangladeshi can take medical

conduction of labor, electrocardiogram, pathological or smﬁ

radiological examinations, and other medical examinations (3) W m W C mm %la |, N I any fees or
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11.(2) If, on such inspection, it is found that the
registered medical practitioner or the owner of
the clinic or laboratory has

contravened or failed to comply with any
provision of this Ordinance, the Director-General
may-

(@) in the case of a registered medical
practitioner, recommended to

the Government to debar him from carrying on
private medical practice;

(b) in the case of a clinic, by order, cancel the
license in respect thereof:

Provided that no such licence shall be cancelled
unless the owner

of the clinic has been given an opportunity of
showing cause against such cancellation;

(c) in the case of a laboratory, recommend to the
Government to close down the laboratory.
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(3) If, upon consideration of a
recommendation made under
subsection (2), the Government
decides to take the action
recommended, it may, by order,-

(a) in the case of a registered medical
practitioner, debar him from

carrying on private medical practice
for such period as it may specify;

(b) in the case of a laboratory, close it
down:

Provided that no such action shall be
taken unless the registered. A
medical practitioner or, as the case
may be, the owner of the

the laboratory has been given an
opportunity of showing cause against
such action.
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Penalty ol @I a1 @ffila Ssies

13. (1) If any registered medical (Attendant) ol =T wRaflzeHaT 8

practitioner or any owner of a
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private laboratory contravenes any IDERIR] @M A @T%W’f\\‘)—@fﬁlnformed

provision of this Ordinance, he shall Consent WWW mﬂ 3 ﬁ?rﬁsl'
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or any of the movable property in

the laboratory. 81 Giid JI3Y AT (Emergency Life YOI (O Universal
Saving) ANIN Health Coverage
(5) ST AIY ATOIF NGNS PoN Ao (AR
OGP AF_CR AN ACIGAT R (4707 - 98, 3¢, SW)
Srsq%%\o \Bisloﬂlﬁwlﬁa?uﬁE%\') 23(J 4]¢ . T SBLR (©
(R) OALIAT S8(5)-4 © Giei (AR GR AR [ReT |
W2 A AN 3% 71 e 22071




(2) If any owner of a private clinic
contravenes any provision of this
The ordinance, he shall be
punishable with imprisonment for a
term

which may extend to six months, or
with fine, which may extend to five
thousand Taka, or with both, and
the Court, while convicting

such owner may order the forfeiture
to the Government of all or any of
the movable property in the clinic.
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Charges and fees in private clinics
[3. The maximum charges and fees
that may be demanded in a private

clinic or private laboratory for
surgical operations,
conduction of labor,

electrocardiogram, pathological or
radiological examinations, and other
medical examinations or

services, as the case may be, shall
be such as are specified in Schedule
‘A

Provided that these charges and
fees shall not apply in the

case of patients who are not
Bangladeshis.]
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Cognizance

14. No Court shall take cognizance
of an offense under this Ordinance
except on a complaint in writing
made by the Director General or an
officer authorized by him in this
behalf.
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