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UN World Oceans Day 2026 Theme

Reimagining our Relationship with the Ocean
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REIMAGINE,
Beyond the World We Know,
. A New Relationship With Our Ocean
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Figure: Maritime area of Bangladesh
Source: Hussain, M. G., Failler, P, Karim, A. A, & Alam, M. K.
Figure: Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZs) in the Bay of (2017).
Bengal showing Bangladesh, India, Myanmar and Sri Lanka
EEZ boundaries.

Source: China Dialogue Ocean / Dialogue Earth, 2020; reproduced
from Mohammad Arju, Lines on water cannot save Bay of Bengal
fisheries, 15 May 2020,
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The JICA FILEP Project 1s implementing a wide range of activities in the
coastal areas of Cox's Bazar to protect marine resources, improve
livelihoods, enhance nutrition, and promote gender equality.

To protect our oceans, marine resources, and the coastal environment, the
project also carries out direct conservation activities such as the Blue
Guard imitiative, Blue Guard members regularly collect plastic waste and
abandoned illegal fishing nets from the beaches. These wastes pose a
serious threat to the marine ecosystem.

To address this issue, it is essential to raise awareness among local
communities about marine pollution and environmental conservation,
Although the FiLEP Project will be completed in about one vear, we hope
that these community-led initiatives will continue and contribute to
protecting our oceans for future generations.
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One Ocean, One Climate, One Future-Together

What is World CGoean Day?

‘Wiarid Qozan Day s 3 global movement nhserved
annually en 8 Jore to promota the conserdatian and
sustainahle use of our shaned ncean.

Mission:

T catalysecoliective actian for 3 healthy oosan
and astable cimate,

* Today, Workd Ocesn Day connacte
+ 10004 prganizations
= 180+ countries
* Millions of particpants worldwede

A healthy cesan is essential for @ heatiby planer.

History and Evolution of World Ocean Day

01591 :;):uu}m sz
! Fiipscad ot the Sarth Suiest Wil dhal i LaTaaign lai UK # outh Adviaiy Coerc i
| Rl g e G BEn * ritaldinhed

| OMciaky oo by the
+ Unred Maporm

(200 Ty

Giobal roordmation launcherd

(a2

WHY “WORLD OCEAN"
AND NOT “WORLD OCEANS"?

Thee is anly one interconnected goal nozan,

Mnhough we aften reder to different ocears, they form
one frving systemn thatz

* epulates our dimate

# Sustainsg lite on Earth

s Connects enasystenns warldwide

* Suppoets humanity's future

Ops Draan
Oz Clirmate
Dne Futune

Why World Ocean Day Matters

‘World Dcean Day provides & global platform toc

® Raise dwareness about the impartanceaf the ocean
*® Promoteamean constrvabion and sustainableuse

dimate
# Suppert global commitmentsior poean sustainatdity

Protecting the ocean it 2 shared global reaponubifiey,

Why the Ocean Matters

The ocean & Earth's lifesupport system,

A lohsl rarvement actwe ie
e than 180 caonirie

The ooean plays a vital rale
& i Cmate

B healthy poeen s essentil
for 2 stable dimate.

PPT Slides (1-6)
{81 30 | T T

* Engage povernments, communities, stlentists, and youth

..

® Inspire collective action for a healiby ocean and stable

OCEAN ACTION = CLIMATE ACTION

= Alnsorhing heat and carbon
= Supporting ecosystem resilience
# Sustaning eoasystens and ivelihoods

Protecting the ooean & ane of
the most effecve cimate
actions wie can take,
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A Glohal Movement for

Blue Planet
Werld Cizgan Dy Brings bogather, & new multryear.gjchalsn:m e promoting
strenger protection of marine eooiystems and
* GOvemments R S
« Youth adviningooean-cimate solitions,
» Ecipatisls
* NG0s ‘Whiy this thema?
* Businsaies ® Climate change and biodiversity kes are
» Schenls and usiversities increaging pressure on the coean

Essict o e ® Heathy maring acosystems are essential for

Together, they promote amargness, ¢ducaran ooean resikence

ponséruation, and acion [of the Goean » Strong protection supports bath peaple and
nature

Frobacting the oceas k5 8 shened raspansiility, T o

Sarang probection today ensems a healthier ocea

LOMBToW,

Why Marine Protected Areas

Matter From One Day To A Year-round Movement

Marine Pratected Areas {MPAs) are among the mast efiectee Foi
Lok for canserving maring biccwarsity and strengthening Wonth e
ooean resilience. ain Wiky M s et
Feamany Exutnbde Lmers o the Qosnn
WP help i Yarh i5eroer byaityfer Coriossy
» Pratect critical habitats and biodhersity
g Earth Duy (aFulsmtion
* Restareevosysiemsand fish populations
=0 3 4 Vay ErcingPlasic foludan
* Enhance climate resifence
» Safeguard bilse carbon scosystems L A e B AT
+ Suppert sustainablefisheries and coastal buelihoods by Farp g Loy Miring
Prataiting i
o 330 Goak Protecting 30% of the cosan by 2030 e ik Sk
tegembe Safegmarsing dvtarctea & Southem Gex
J The High Seas Treaty endered inte Torce In ewary 202
¢ LT Fudyaibling Sapuerabla Clobal figkarias

mnﬁ;m oppartunibes for protection beyond nahnrﬁ
jurisedictasn el Casandarad Olru Seliron

Pevarber eiFam B Naety] Wellney

Why World Ocean Day

Matters to Bangladesh Bangladesh and the Global Ocean

Agenda

o EEZ: 118,813 ke

* ~0.6 million marine fishars

Bangladesh supports plabal efforts to;

of Arhiewe S0G 14 - Life Below Waber
* Marine production 0.6 million of Promete sustainable fisheries
MT

* Bay of Bengal resources

o Comsorve marine Dodiversity

+ Combat IUY fishing

o Advance stience -based ocean manzgement

o Strengthen regiorad and international cooperation

* Food security and livelincods

PPT Slhides (7-12)
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Global Commitments, National Action r':l.l

Achieving global ocean goals reguires acben al national

and local levels, Management & Conservation

WFhs Digstal manitoring
(R D NS

7""'-1'- ' Bangladesh is advanding:

T .
- i » Science-based management
b e g : R T
i 'i E: e = Marine conservation initiatves - day Fahing ban
Ui ] * Sustainable fisheries policies

» Monitoring and compliance measures

[ m A = Ocean research and knowledge charing
L iy

Shared Ocean Challenges
Opportunities for a
Many of the challenges facing the global acean ane
alsn relevant ta Bangladesh: Sustainable Ocean
= Clmate change and sealeel rise & healthy oosan supparts:

= Biadiversity loss

#* Marine pollutian

= AL fishing

= Dhereploitation of madne resounes
= Scervific and data gags

The Way Forward

Achisving & healtby ootan and & stable climate
Teaguisres:

o Strong nosan gavernance
o Selence-based decision making
o Efective Maring Protected Aress

+ Sustainable fisheries and blue econamy
devalapment

o Climtatireilignt oosn managament
Jf Colaberation across sectors and naboes

= Sustainahle fisheries

* Manodture

= Blye carbon ecosystems

= Tourksm

* nnovETon and ooesn scenie
= Blue Fonceny development

One Ocean
One Climate
One Future-Together

Thank You

PPT Shdes {13-18)
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Marine Fisheries Development and
Blue Economy Opportunities in Bangladesh

@

EET I15513 5q Em

Waring spedos 475

Amnusl Marine Catch 568312 KT

12024-25) Induitiias] 16,551 MTRR,53%)
ArtiraraHISLGEL M (T0.87%)

No of ndustrial 253 {actve)

Trawlars

o of Artisansd Boats | 25713 (2024-2025)

Mo of Fishermen Arcund 0516 M|l ion

{Ceastal & Maring )

Fishing ground & i%wabch of No Ground, Middie
Ground, South Patches 5 South of 3 e Boni.r Beo-dmressmemt Sy Frpe ol DEDEC un EVRUNDE (U8 F- PAK-T5E 196008
South hes) T amand e

V

Source: Hussain, ML G., F-:iT!u"; F‘.‘.‘E;T'm'u, AAL Ealam, hi i {2007, Aeview on oppartunities,
eonidrainty and chafenges of Blue sdonary develdgimen! m Bangladesh. Journal of Fisheriesy
and Life Sdences, (1], 4557

Conservation Measures

# Six Marime Protecied Aress (MPAs) declared
covering < B, 7% of Bangladesh’s EEZ

¥ Dnpoing expansion eflorts o establish new MPAs
and move toward the 30=10 global conseration goal
by 2030

- Shday fishing bao (AREITSSHERUND and 22-duy
Bain it October to protect brood and juveniles.

# Co-mursgeryent with locol fishers 1o monitor and
enforechanm.,

s progreins s VOF suppont for affected
comeinmiies

e ol MPA [ Avea () i) [

s 5-:.{'_,.-""’.{ "L..

i

* i, @
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-ﬁ Marine Spatial Planning (& o

o

*Onpoing development of Naboral MSE
framework  for  iptegraled ocem

« Foning for MPAs, squoculture sncas, and|
shipping rowtes to minimize conflics and
optimize resourceINe,

+Collsboration with MoEFCC, Mintsiry of
Mineral Resowrces Diviclon, BD Navwy,
ond Cosst Guard 1o plin coastal and

®

Hqgtunﬂ Cooperation & International Commitments

| o Binailvrg b soberaen dvwioes s

| Slinied Natioss Convemtin on the Law of the Sen (947
VIUNCLOS, )oK S lom phadesh Sopnavary | 983 Ratyfied 2007

| Al dgtvewess. TRRE Nar R fod

RN Fiak Swack dgreemem, [P0 SSipmnery |99 Besfied
1202

L REAE Parr Xunke Mearums dlpneemens 2000 (PELL 2009
!_,l:uwuhnr 2 Now 0B

| B maarvarion aed Mismegesest Measprees (M) of BHT
| Basmypleradunlyy setwared son Casmiusg dimge Pty i 2008
i -Fﬂln.l’flug"&h-rllﬁmn I vty oo st nimy
I BCITES 1973
A TR
e T
§ - Mipetharmiliimgs Fo v ies T ienmanng
BOCRF 99

5 In1979 and 1980 wmiw;mwm
% During the project {1383-1599) through ‘RV
Anushandhani' and Ry Masranga'.
Resoarch vessel were dosed

|0 2016 with the High interest of Bangladesh
Giwammant & survey of maring fisheries resounoss
of Bangladesh has biee s stasted again by a modemn
resazrch ehip named AV Meen Shandhani

= .Lrgal and policy framework governing H:hqriti"“i

management in Bangladesh
' Thhm«lmmt_m:mwfuﬂlkl 1950 flaunly |

Patumve |
o The Marine |'|\hrr||:| Agt, 2020
+ The Marine Fisheries Rules, 2023
Marine Fisheries Mamgement and Horvesting Techmical Guaidelines, 2023
Marine Fisherics Mansgemers Plan (Pan |2 Indstrial, Pare2: Articanal )

nrwd Fislseries Arul

MNatiomal Plan of Action 1o prevent, deter ond chiminaic llegal, Unreporicd axd
Ulnre gulnedd | IULY) finhing, Bangladesh
Nathomal Fisherics Policy 2026

o

@

(Cont....)

Regional Cooperation & International
Commitments

0 Bangludesh participates in:

+  UN Comvestion on the Luw of the Sea (UNCLOS) ﬂ‘
«  Indian Occan Tuas Commission (107C)

+  FAQ Port Stste Messures Agreement (PSVLA)

+  Bayof Bemgal Larpe Marine Ecosystem (BOBLME) Progea
+ BIMSTEC & SAARC Fisheries Cooperation

‘l

Areis of cooperation: shanod wock aegsanmem. MUS joim parrods, das o hange,
commbabing R wesels

| Al o
' O R.V. Meen Shandhani
# Shrimp Survey [0=100 o water depth
B Demarsal survey 10-200 m water depth |
¥ Pelagic (Sighiting Survey) 20200 m
water depth
Fridtjof Nansen
Pelagic survey 202,100 m water depih
B Mesopelogie survey 2002, 100 m water
dioih

CIEEL S
" s
. —
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o

P
.- @
This year's survey in Bangladesh (21 Aug - 21* Sept)

b N

Key Toxonomic Findings

# Prelimmary results mdicate that
B total constitte

new records for Bangladesh

= NI = poientially new o
the Wordd

Koy Flndings
Biomass estimates of Small pelagics of DFN survey

15873 130000
2018 158100 l-—
2025 33811
o = = p—
i’ -~ \‘:’
L

O\"Q‘I’ﬂ " coverage

4. W - )
The plan = What we achieved

- (Sl 2

Kiry Finuings

Jellyfish Catch abundaonce comparison of DFMN Survey

In 2018 and 2025

SR -

e

L [ [y [

D Surwny 2008 DR Surveny 2015

(] . i
}‘-l" Sy

\""#"

Oxygen Minimum Zone (OMI)

Mot cetly the AN
ghibdte B0

with ciey
the entire
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AR Sorgiai-2

Plankten

Presencs of frh karvse snd il =
salprs oarres pands with the a_— 1 A Y S
productive reas -

Paollution and microplastic

Casial shservation and gpectagged L’INIl'\:ild'.l"'S of Moating
debrig,

Systemathe sampling ofvScroplastics|Pentagon symbol i

L]

M -_‘“
e o ® E o * |
, .,‘\' - : —
- ’
L

Distribution of Silver pomfret hased on RWleen Shandhanidata

3 S| T b T i
. | . SOV, b
- " ) X A5
[ e - i - L e ;"::‘
Y e L0 Ihe 4 it
= i 4
= e -
- == |0 S %ﬁ;’. ] 4‘.
' PR # &
[T] e [TL & . ® W - - y
o | coianis | iciaa & 2 = N a7
- bt p o S T o
. L Ny
4 T [
S ] ke .

Published Documents on Research Activities

Db Limited orass «
agenty coardination

Major Challenges in Marine Fisheries
Governance

O Large moritime area requines
S extensive surveillance

. r 1

’-' Bl | 03, UL fishing
h |HE| q"i
foreign vessels

fish distribution
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Status of important Fish Stocks in BD Marine Waters

TR e Hilsa Beebay Duck

Marine Fisheries Production trend

ol Trawass b | L. 4| Beciur wiss Marsns Fiaberies Producsion

Fortew Wi
[

. CLLLLL LR RN LY st LT T { p '
|,1|' F
e, ﬂ_‘ b - i :
=3 | e - Purmiret Shrimp
. i in 2059 . Stock Status in 2023
A . o
I A, J_'

Multispecies assessment results: All Finfish (excluding hilsa)

- |
. il
! l_ !
e e . _\!'-»k/-
- # - 4
\ [ LY [ o

RFMOs and 10TC areo
Present Fishing Activities in EEZ ond Prospect of
T T

High sea fisheries in the Bay of Bengal
A INDIAN DCEAN -
—
! :,__ Coma o

.h.. T - T i T

.
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Yelluwfin Tuna: FiSh Mque‘l‘, MQIE, Mqldi\res Catches of adult tuna in the pelagic trawl
{]2 05 Qﬂﬂﬁ} ond tuna larvae cuughi in the manta net

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
EA-BEN] PROJECT IN
BANGLADESH (During 2026-2027),

g Clome Aress Beyond Nabional Jurisdichan, shawn
dark bkig [Source: TUCH)
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FISHNET: Fisherfolk Integration for Sustainable Habitat
and Natural Ecosystem Transformation

Project at a glance Al the end of the project:
Goa' o The project: W estaiieh a sl rionstal soeten Npmm PpOets the Gowe mme! I achen ng i e v comeewanibyled madie
wlnr v me ] whi s lending birive Pridected Lrvd | W) is Maliesisle mlisd wale
{ s
+  Locati i plameniaion of ncaizad land 20nng goesrmania
ygasat Shavantholy, longla
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Pk bl alagare, Fangatal i phamentabon of naty Gction promoss
boir
3
] 5.?‘“‘ m{fﬁ?&q L] / rras in bt resiovmbon m DECM atvess
perts L] s
3 Sw Donan d By 5 S T decrease chid ourimeokTYg N manne SEnene of the pmect
Primprarerss, L i errsbonsl Despiopran paricipani
Carmartium Lead: L 5 47 i
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Vi)
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PRESS BRIEFING
Dhaka, 8 June 2026
Celebrating World Ocean Dav-2026 by
Department of Fisheries Bangladesh

A workshop was organized today at the headquarters
of the Department of Fisheries (DoF), Dhaka, to
commemorate World Ocean Day-2026. The workshop
was chaired by Dr. Md, Khaled Kanak, Director
General of the Department of Fisheries. Directors,
Deputy Directors, and other senior officials of the
Department, representatives
universities, research institutions, and development
organizations involved in fisheries, ocean science,
research, education, and management, participated in
the event.
Among the distinguished participants  were
representatives from the Department of Oceanography,
University of Dhaka; the Department of Marine
Fisheries Science, Bangladesh Agricultural University;
the Institute of Marine Sciences and Fisheries,
University of Chittagong; the Department of Marine
Fisheries and Aquaculture and the Faculty of Earth and
Ocean Science, Bangladesh Maritime University: the
Department of Fisheries and Marine Science, Noakhali
Science and Technology University: representatives of
industrial trawler fishing  wvessel
associations; the Project Coordinator/JICA Expert of
the FiLEP Project; TUCN Bangladesh; and WorldFish.
The keynote technical presentations were delivered by
Dr. Muhammad Tanvir Hossain Chowdhury, Deputy
Director (Blue Economy), Department of Fisheries:
Dr. Md. Abdullah Al-Mamun, Assistant Director
(Marine), Department of Fisheries; and Mr.
Arifuzzaman, representative of the FISHNET Project.
Their presentations highlighted Bangladesh’s marine
fisheries resources, blue economy initiatives, the
current status of marine research, impacts of climate
change., sustainable fisheries management, marine
biodiversity conservation, and future prospects for
ocean-based development.

along  with from

and artisanal

The representative of the FISHNET Project noted that
under the project, seven important aquatic and coastal
ecosystems in Bagerhat, Patuakhali, and Barguna
districts—Terabeka Khal, Char Bijoy, Khalgora Khal,
Sakina Khal, Rayenda Khal, Pour-Ghatla Khal, and
Bogirdona Khal—have been identified as potential
sites for designation under Other Effective Area-Based
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Conservation Measures (OECMs). He sought the
support of the Department of Fisheries in advancing
this initiative.

During the discussion session, experts and participants
provided valuable opinions and recommendations on
priority arcas for marine rescarch in Bangladesh,
strengthening ocean observation systems, exploration
of deep-sea fisheries resources, addressing climate
change impacts, conserving marine biodiversity,
controlling marine pollution, and promoting
coordinated initiatives for the development of the blue
economy.

Participants emphasized that Bangladesh’s maritime
domain plays a vital role in ensuring food security,
employment generation, economic growth, and
environmental sustainability. They noted that
sustainable utilization of marine resources through
science-based research, evidence-driven management,
and international cooperation is essential for the future.
In his remarks, Director General Dr. Md. Khaled
Kanak highlighted the significance of World Ocean
Day 2026 and stressed the importance of science-based
decision-making, expanded marine research, and
stronger collaboration among universities, research
institutions, and government agencies to ensure the
sustainable management of Bangladesh’s marine
resources, He also encouraged further expansion of the
internship programme currently being implemented
through the Marine Fisheries Office, Chattogram, for
university students, He underscored the importance of
active participation by young researchers, academic
institutions, and development partners in marine
resource management and called upon all stakeholders
to work together to conscrve maring resources,
strengthen research efforts, and ensure a healthy and
productive marine environment for future generations.

The workshop was organized with the overall support
of the FISHNET Project.
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ORI (Programme Schedule)

Activities

Responsible

11:00 - 11:30 AM  Registration

11:30 - 11:40 AM  Opening
Session
11:40-11:50 AM  Theme
Presentation
11:50 - 12:10 PM | Presentation
12:10-12:30 PM
12:30 -01:00 PM  FISHNET
Project
01:00—-01:30 PM  Open
Discussion
01:30 -01.40 PM  Closing
Session

1:40 - 02:30 PM

Registration of participants

Welcome speech

Self

Director General, Department
of Fisheries (DoF),
Bangladesh.

Presentation on World Ocean Day Deputy Director, Blue-

2026 theme

Presentation on Marine Fisheries
Development and Blue Economy
Opportunities in Bangladesh

Tea Break

Speech

Inputs & recommendations

Summary & closing remarks

Economy, DoF.

Assistant Director, Marine
Section and Focal Person
{(EA-BBNIJ Project), DoF.

FISHNET Project
Representative

All Participants

Director General, Department
of Fisheries (DoF),
Bangladesh.
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