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i. Merchant Shipping Ordinance 1983: Fishing 
vessel means a vessel of whatever size and by 
whatever means propelled, which is exclusively 
engaged in sea fishing for profit. [Provisions 
under Chapter 32. Section 386-400]. 

ii. Marine Fisheries Ordinance 1983: Fishing 
vessel means any vessel used for fishing or for 
processing carriage or storage of fish, and 
includes any vessel used in support of, or 
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ancillary to, fishing operations but does not 
include any vessel carrying fish as part of a 
general cargo unless that vessel is engaged in 
operations in support of, or ancillary to fishing 
operations.[Section 2 (f)] 

iii. Under Article 388 of Part IX of the 
Bangladesh Merchant Shipping Ordinance, 
1983 all power driven sea-going fishing 
vessels are liable to register under the 
Ordinance. 

iv. Fishing licence shall be issued after 
compliance of the provisions made under 
Section 17 and 18 of the Marine Fisheries 
Ordinance, 1983 by the Marine Fisheries 
Office. 
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JD In Maldives registration and licensing of non-
powered small fishing boats is exempted by 
constitutional provision. 

ra In India, fisheries within 12NM are state 
subject. All fishing vessels need license for 
fishing from the DoF of concerned state. In 
case of larger fishing vessels registration is 
carried out by MMD (Central Government) and 
fishing license by DoF (State Government). 

DI In Srilanka, registration and licensing for all 
fishing vessels is required. Department of 
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources is empowered by 
the Law to registered and license fishing vessels. 

kb' 

pi All the signatories of UNCLOS has obligation 
to protect the resources in their EEZ and 
registration and licensing is a pre-condition to 
conserve resources. 

Li Trade regulations like IPOA-IUU suggest 
registration and licensing of all fishing vessels. 
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