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PRE,SS RELEASE

'l'oday, a loan agrccmcnl amounting to LJSD 6tl8 million {br thc "Conversion of lixisting
Chattogram Dohazcrri A.leter (]ouge T'rack into Dual Gauge 'li"ack" Projcct was signcd in

Dhaka bctwecn thc Govcrnmcnl ol'thc Pcoplc's Itcpublic of Ilangladcsh (Gol}) and Asian

Developmcnt llank (ADI]). Mr. Md. Shahriar Kadcr Siddiky, Sccretary, llconomic Ilclations

Division (llRD), Ministry of lrinancc, and Mr. IIoeYun Jeong, Country Director,llangladcsh
Ii.csi{c1t Mission of ADII, signcd 1hc agrccmcnl on bchalf ol'Gol] and Al)l] rcspcclivcly.

Scnior olficials from thc (]ovcrnmcnt ol'thc Pcoplc's ltcpublic ol-llarrgladcsh and ADB wcrc

prcscnt at thc signing ccrcllony.

ilangladesh ltailway, unclcr thc Ministry of Itailways, will implcment lhe "Conversion o.f

Existing Chailogrant Dohazari Aleter Gauge 'l'rack inlo Dual Gauge T'rack" Project from July

2023 to Junc 202t1.'l'hc main objcclivcs ol'thc projccl arc to: (a) convort 52 km Chaltogram.-

Dohazari (inclr-rtling I'}ahartali Chattogram) rnctcr gaugc track into a dual gaugc track; (b)

providc unintcrrupled railway scrvicc bctwccn thc capilal Dhaka and Cox's l)azar tourist

dcstinalions by connccting l)haka Chattogram rail corridor with \)ohazari .Cox's llaz.at rail
corridor (currcntly undcr construction); and (c) improvc design spceds to 120 km/h fbr broad

gaugc (tlG) trains and I 00 km/h for mclcr gauge (MG) trains, with operational spccds ol' 1 00

krn/h and 80 kmih I'or IIG and MG lrains rcspcctivcly.

't'hc projcct also includcs thc procurcmcnt ol30-urctcr gaugc dicscl-clcclrio locomotivcs.'l'hc

loan is repayablc ovcr 25 ycars, including a 5-ycar gracc period.

ADII is onc ol' thc largcst multilatcral dcvclopmcnt paflncrs ol llangladcsh, providing

dcvclopmcnl assistancc sincc thc counlry bccamc a I-uentbcr ol'thc organizatiotr in 1973.'l'o

da1c, ADll's total loans to Ilangladcsh amounl1o ncarly LJSI) 35.00 billion, with total grants

rcaching I-JSI) 633.ti rnillion. Al)l]'s dcvclopmcnl assislancc primarily locuscs on thc powor,

encrgy, local govcrnmenl, transport, cducation, agriculturc, hcahh, watcr rcsourccs,

govcrnancc, and [inancial scctors of []angladcsh.
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