AT
07 SEP 2026

LIRS 7SI
O J 9P

\Y

e eferwe

mm@fmwﬁwmﬂmm
aifseral ferreaiy SiFe I8 IJYE QPR |
offiey ¢ eIt 28RbefS T 72 e
@R WP o oo | I I 43
TW @ I T [@wg G I8
QI JFNTCTR & T | eoff s e
IR TR #1017 | B TSI WA be *foieeid
SCT @ 7 (A |

Deilo #ifG IR &Y 7O T, wfie 5o

TR (A IR T AL TN TEANE

G AT I GIR  STAHA
IR AT IR TR AT O ol |
forrerior Fowg M@ > *feotet| AEmeE
QIR I 8LY @I TR A AT 7O
ARET @2 T T & svy @if T
udle, AT WCW I YN IEE
TR AT q8I 0 @I TR
e SREIR-gER W weieE
oI I T 200 T 5 @I Tl | @
STHCY GG 599 @Ifb e (it 7@l
IR (TG | 910 TutE R T T 2 hey

@i TR TERE e FeifNe Aol

e ORI IR BN TS|

TG Ry Taelece ok SRS efobi
| ST ) (BIDIZET WIS S (SBSH)

"W@WW@WMMl

=

e aferm
FeifRTe St weEN
CTCR | 9IS TS TS T JSRNET A
(e Eir I8 e 08 IS *
oled | 7SN 2R AN 8ey @Ifb e, T
1S ILER G2 AN et vy @I Te|

GG, (AP FYIATS AR Sty
afsedl oo Ty tYY SREW IR
SRR WEsT T (it 3R
@TSE O Mol Tt | 781N g 98 @Ife
TEIER AP, TS0 IR 932 e T

9 @IEWIWWMWI'

TSI RTSTZ FTT S0 ot | AL T L)
I T (PiIT, T 91O TR QIR T
& 209 =i wam| -

TEA AU S TET AR (RS JSANET

e wﬁmﬁ

5 A : <
77 o -
AT LiC]

M ST TR b OReE TS| D
B9 2ET Sb0 @I TEiEE e R
FECE O | 9IS IRLER GFFR ST IR Al
251 BI QTR ¢bo (I Getia | SHHE 9L
Tile g, C WO @RI IGE
TR 74 Rofvefs @ret 477 7T bs
o1t | SR JFNCNR AT 7 AR
T QU *I | FETISNITE (M TR
S 7@ 88 *ISiee | Bl (AIITEa ITICZ 59
I 38 MO | (I @S 8 TGAH
i LGRS 79 @UTTE 38 8 b Mol |

IERMNG (AR IR ©lTed oRzA B
1 T J@sa1eEa e erifhy ciie 3N
IO Y O ol Feif m-w
fae1 090 @Ift el :




R L f |

L SEF_’ 2026 -

iwm

b -

(4%ba) fATT Bt St o 200 A0zl

I QRGN S @A T G3F

B ¥ S|

FOF AMATS GF @Y 7RI O Afore
8 Mg weR WgE Teim @9 wer
ey M 78 IR @SR e @7 T
8ufbq I FrATe IENT | U RawaEs
AfeTIfiN| 3287 i ey i wime
@RI 6 TR 300 Wb eFga| weplfs
TRTR e 4w o

PP VAT W@ 8 @@ I
oMy TR fee, 9f 8 AfReEA
HeAIg afew@ = eew, AReEmr alfow

EIIC Wi Ay i @32 Ay 6 :
g W‘W i

AR Lt el JE;
TR 9Ty 3 e v

72 efSearo Raw e 4@ | gaoa o
& (anftare), o,

AT @AY T 8 e
€3 PR TR R R AT
TAAS ST OO S 57 TPHR T
JCR NN I AR 9T T
G ReT 7N T STy
(9pfba) @3 Rfv@Em 7w §fe

ASOLTS WIS WF o -l -

- = LA

s

ey Mokl
- =i
3 B e
= E SRl

s > .
et L
W M ] ;‘P‘,'—hjbg‘:i?

b J ] ey e
8 s 2 e ) o 5
. o . . -

e A T S0 TEE v @
MR %0 AW TR A, T AeE
Y wH afoerer 7w 1, A T
feffmet Bomfr) -

s Rt R Terd o Iw
g R Aferdl W, aifeskes S
e 3R ¢ kv ¢ AW s
e BfSAbeiE g | Sl T
RS AR oY SRE [ pore

Gy RGP R AN | e < ceibrgibe
TS 20S AT, AR MBI Zers A
2O AE| ki

SRR (R T& 3T ¢ R st

O T8R ([AP2 @ .72 7itwe iRl
TR Sie oS T 3w I T,
&N @ JA S
8 Wy efewifiel au A AFe 8
o IR SonR AN T - ke 3



ANH
07 Ser we

553 @ T TEITET F 3
BT FifeceT ‘
US T, 815173?1

SR

FIEl AfSraws »w

ot @ o AR (239)
TR ey T WS *feiEt 8
ZG TG ACH @ 4@:&!611%@;%—
{@ﬂﬁwwﬁ mmg
wEfRgs  aiféey a“rm W 8bbaz
ﬂmﬂmmmﬁwmﬁswﬁm
wo fifer efen o afis 238

"W@T‘i wrﬁt:f:rm (CISEIES
NEASTCR o103 230 AfSAfEMTE @ (a5
I 1R AR AT I I il |

Zaéwm‘va ﬂﬁwm W%ﬂm‘ﬂ

Wﬁfﬁmﬁmmﬁwﬁaﬁwwﬁﬂ
TS Wﬁmammwﬁ
TEaEr @i @R Sroeee
@R 79 SR SOAAEE CHRALT
WW@WW@@U@%
FEACR | JETTIT FRCRCG @I
@f fre ol Sg@n T 238
atigw SIE ¥iBeo, QIRAPHE
G IS TR
mmﬁ@s{wwwmﬁﬁr
@38 ST QIR @ AN T4y 47 O
TG ANIfER e Tl |
23T 1B7© N2 WA e, A
me?gw?ﬁmQ%e
et s BT 79
AT m

. TG |
mmmﬁammwm
Wﬁmmﬁﬁm@ﬂw
W%@W?ﬁml
Wﬁ#mﬁwwmﬁw

iﬂm

%, Wwﬁaﬁ
w@mﬁmwmma ol @
SN TRl 8 W LSS ITw
AP AT 8 @AY I ToRg
Ao 2|

S T @ oA /fFIET T
R Beteet @ Aiferer SrRifarer e st
RO 9T T THE AL TS

E&%mmc«r@mﬂﬁgﬁiﬁﬁ

& G &P G2 (RN TEeleaa
<A 57 AT RS SIS Fooy AN
G NI TG LR AN 1 ZACR
SN 26w ewed RymerE o
Wm-—ﬂwvtﬁwﬁmﬁﬂ
AR @G AZE™ T TS
Givere! oW, ifeifTs e SviiRg
alﬁ‘qsﬁm:owmﬁwwmqﬁ
T 20 GF NFF T TRoT3; 7@

e GERET [fve Ime I[/T©

fRioe oy g
Mmﬂtﬁmmmﬁmm
fffc ¢ efere SRwikes wke
TS 2GR TYRA TR
mwmem!@m@lm
P R GRe G 8
ARART ACTTS WLNTIRCG T7 (TG
m ey Wahife @3 ewgd

ﬁmﬂz;ﬁaﬁw%
TG 0 1R A1 ey B (aeafh)
JILFT ST IR G RTF GFG(,
% (IR To! Prare ATe @I 517 Imte
& J—aT ot IAfETRE WP gE
IEIa A, el SR REEAN
GPR @A TR AN R GO
SlewE Yo REsR AR Aot



TOETT TET TE WIS THEME &

FZT K G0 B e HoS
an\
el I0eI0Rd, 220 P99 f%fi»—%%

wafzge afer W suibaR
mem\ﬁmwﬁwﬁw
wo =ifer efdrmn s  fits 239
qETe MR fen AR o
FAEPNT ‘ERE @ T ik
sy wifeRl @R e
TEETCER 10 230 AT 9T [@5%
C‘TNCETTQIW\WWWWWI
@5 od @ ARTEA TFNART ST

A0 e fouiiz, ~Fag afexal
AW QAT oo EHET.
Wﬁﬁﬂﬂ@@ﬂﬁ—ﬁml ke
LAY ACHEC 2L e e, Wfes
@FTeT (UIre GTteE bRt LGk
@E 79 ZTEAT SofEeE GRRAsT
@Wﬁﬁwﬁ@wﬂmmﬂt@%
Wl m\mw ‘@RS

mmﬁwzﬁ@wwmw
@R NI QIIRAPT @ R T4 37 o
IO TS oyl TR |

23T BT NI fenq I, g
THIEE 7 @A T@ e pfe ¢
Riv@ gt I SV 27
A ﬁfgﬂ@;’ St
T GETR!  FSEIAN ?{@ﬁ?ﬂ?ﬁ T
CPIRTER SIS ST T2 20
Fafe SR @2 @ I @ el

A IR A sl )

HCEAIBAT ¥ 20O A |

foff Iww, ey

WWW

mﬁmwﬁawm@w&

Tﬁﬁggm
afmferEs JeTfie
ﬂﬁmﬁﬁs@wmuwﬁm

AfEFn TR @ T afSwitier Iaw
e AT @ 2o 20T Tong

ﬁmsﬂmﬂewﬁmwﬁmqmwt
BT QIR T TS WA T
mﬁmmﬁﬁmewwmwn
WA e JifrETEl I

aﬁmﬂammﬁmmi@ﬂm

ﬁg e afscaeor Ren g
mmm@nam@w?(mﬁwm §f&
WeﬁﬁWa«@ﬁmW
A 5 AT AN ST FooN N
G5 ST IC W ST T3 T
syl 26w ewed REmewmm ww
SN FE— e Roit TN
aﬁﬁa @G FRCE W RS
Gifbere! [Nem; Al s SmiRg
3R M 50 TR T ToAT (A T
FE 20 G VA TANT SRrowas; 791w

ﬁwmmaaﬁaﬁem.;

SR CFE efSTIfPISIER 19,
QNS T @32 AT T R
ﬂwﬁ:maﬁmﬁmmm
mlwmmwmﬁﬁ%
TR &eiT gl

Regsem W, Q@@mi@ﬁamm
I e - Eﬁﬁl DA WFE 26!
@ IR A, ﬁvmmz@ﬁ

mﬁmmﬁmmmﬁwm
RN ¢ eyferre TEPels wie

IMfere  TEE  ARE  GIR 8
AT ACGTT APTRCG T2 (TSR
Y e T b ewgd
x5 (@
1L G AR G QT GG,
% (1T oot s Nte @I 517 IR
& M—a &vt IAfrera Ivig S
e A, e e REEy
FPR @ RIR A o «ueE
ST T RWEAR AR A
YRS @ WG ool REW WA e
ZA0R 0 i IEees o fofR awem,
RoStem W@ qu@s (@ inﬂw
o) worEs pfe e @ |
TN QAT ATAGH | G
Ty (o1 SN R{eea 5 e e 3
AR G5! @I TR IR
2096 AE AL 5395t Feoft cvrm AN



SECriate
G0 T =

I et
07 SEP 2026

————

NQ

eReer <

<l

I ¢ SIFred TE Fira <uEsan

AR AYETS  FrEife, e, @
IB @ wEEEifcs @@r A

et | e @ SeiEE SiEwc crerd
fofe z=t 9 dRifS | v2 cesin Sreiife
@A @32 AEifae Sdatce
RSael—w  fiffig  <isioe-sike
AEmeeE e Tme g
S gdiafes g =@me 9
T Y Y T | TRE OET 9
e afset 77, farda ameR
IR € WS TR AET4 i GitId
SIS SN eweld Fewm ik
AR | T WeiRTeras wale s
tofd =, ofFred @ JT& FEL W
I FO01 FRY WM 50T ARE
9 SRETes Bl o6 T3 Fad |
03¢~ TR R 52 G
faerSy afdrera «fawe am@ > wum v
IS T | 99 T4y A S
A Y IEE ¢b @IS T wE e
gl My @I T odik BaEE
VT CGFe@ SIAE brbro (1B CelEd
Q0! Wbfe WAy | qifdsy aefea @
Afzd o selRTere? Ruhr S
cofd Tro “iita | o7 qifeey 9w R

—C— == el orAl AREGS]

B
5

r I .

e 'ty =iy VTGN NN 1MW
g%ﬁz;ﬁ ‘q;e_;ﬂﬁia‘q' 916 STEIIN T2 OfFe
ST | TP Q7R FISTE 7
T (S0 (I Seov T 28l @
FEaEe fvss [Rfew et weif w1
gdie SETeR W <lemrTR e
: YIbfes sﬁﬁ»‘ N I 1 O 5\ T T
TR SR FE QS o
L AR TG0 Wﬁﬁ@ qEeE %
PR R W wmg G Wt
AEAE S 8 FFelfN STFwel
mm_maiw|wwmw
g‘ﬁtﬂ U, TZAS ¢ P ecreriy
AFANE W | @] AT @O PR
= S fog fiy Ty were Wit
I TAAE PO (ol SR
TS (ST {07 DI *feels B! Jmal |
ag  7a¢  EEreq T AR
SIE! FTO A TS (Rl @ epafd

VEITE i ImE e orifsa
G A AR vo I (1D

Roo (FlL- ST FigE
T 1 s W% R, ?L'@g;ﬁm
R, SfSTEe! ¢ B

A | s Sy A SwiRE S
Ly I =T THIET 1 QI S
A Yy &S TET S ISR
mﬁuaaﬁmmwmw
TET (T T ofSwer AR @
TR, F8iaw1 1% | SIS ISR Soo

L@ TR el o wfeay s

SHE e A9 @eifeE | she
e, 21er Szt aforarier @ Sestr

(=T IS TTS
(O HCH Y&

T AR @Fe G2

Ly

IAifSW 8 WHAR (FEl, CToR T4+t sraEs (FEHR)

i

G o~ 77 |

e aroff o I Fwce: =9, =
CIME AT eoa SfefsSas! T
IFeiv o Ebasacel e aiite
TE | AENG O S o [eds
fen et TR T @ SiEe
ISR (AT I FCE | QRS SN
@ e | wdie e i
e SIS WNE O 999 do
A AN FIFNCA S FTFIT|
TR, SIRE SRreae sty sme | &g
T A GR O W i e
e tofq =M | ST arenE sifaw
WA GF oy PR @ 9 mear
FTel ¢ afsivel «fE IS 4R
AT ST ITH TG e ofd we
2R | O &Y 7 e FAE A T,
SIS T(O! IG G A FACS (&
afsraiffrerEs ] SRTAR FA©
mnsrm'a'«*nmgq;la Sl
SRR AT Y TA @Y | Fae
ISAR I AT G9!, Gleflf A=,
TH TeAMA W @I [ ARG
/A A afswfet  SrEIeE
G SR (FEZ | OI2 GIFGH SWlE|
I YAE T FO A AR ey
A RS AN IS AN S5
TR Al | SRR 9UFE T6 IS L@l

QR | OIFC! Sroie Rz [req
ST wigE Sl R Sy
ﬂﬁw%rawcn@wmawﬁ
25 | SO RS ETTAt
SRred
AETFR SN ore 95 FEEA |
9O R, Tewmm @ afreym g
G BT T ol 20 AT | ez
FICE FMCS AT | 1w oS N
AFMEeR R wfaaew R
I[N ARG gn, wE e

PIE @ s [y witaer
T ORG.(T) 5%, 9 AT o
TS oIS ifsruites P Rfvgre
T T I

SRS e T qiffterm ooy

SRS R @ 5o | 305y T o

SIS SR “ireiia G+ o SRd

g qoim wErer Qg ST

I TR SEEE ofF T oW @

aﬁmmﬁrzg‘mmmmm
e oo arem e ﬁmﬂ*ﬂm'

&ﬂ'ﬂ’h’)}jérs



O TORAR IR WE QU M |

AN | GG AENe JIE AT
SieA TN T G | '

B IR ARSI E I D -7 S o - e
e Temdw  wiEgbs aw%
AFMCT GH R (AT TeaT o
e fwm Affer YR sy
WIS AR | T SRS U % JRu
SRS FOOI UL TS TTRS A,
! A SITrea? S Fat S |
JECIE O ©lted W @ fREcw
ToAToT @ AT WA OF Tt |
I I R[4 @ AN AW
TFOIN THYOI &) 8Fgeie | 501 0Y &%
IR AR ST AT T | TR A0
R #19s S ewgad | srefes S
w_ @eiE Wy g s afsweet
toff AR | @F (A WA TS T |
olrey  TeR-ofieE  QAGNTCR Aoy
TFOING (F0T FoWa TIE NRES!
Cof FCACZ | GEAT A AITS NS O
M oY JagE TS " | AR T
AT, A%l THIAR 7% *ienw et
THEVele Iy e | SWfeE qETTe
oS (F R AG e wnmifRE

CFE TARTS! A Tz | e 53

%2 5. v s afsTwae! toft
AR | GTF0 AT @ 0T
TR O g R A

AENT 8 SRS WY (SN 767
93> IT Ry w5 NMwge A S,
AR I ¢ P wibeel TR
OEE A @ R4 AR IS e
I A Q@ IR C[RRER9T BT

SRTT fSe’ wwgad e | e,

OM, O 8 (FARTE FRE 41 @GR
Ty ot el QIaiars) siew w9t a9
S AMAER STNT 8 T T |
TR efew T ot wiER @

orafe -fRfve

wrﬁmﬁins T SFITe SiEe | s
TSRO S I TS | 9T TeomT

8 (OI%| TR Fow 77 | G- el
I A | AT
toa afSeaifrer swset oo 31w | widie
Qeieaet Y ¢ ey JR[Y wfafeT
aAfSTaifer o SRR s |
FEC-OS TF oy R afieems
R AT 7 | 9F T NPT ¢ Te-
e RrEfters IT TERA @R |
A1 (T e e siwifaE faaefe
97 936 SiTeN Bargaet | Sieres Re fare
TR T A (QTF ey Rage
A TR | G5 @R @ e SREifiel
FET A GIRT P G T A
T© It | SRS @l TolRws S
et [crs $are. ¢m | Swifie
R e WS SRred e 7RE
T (WS A (@ $FR et R,
fa=rfw ¢ Iy siITAfier T fte
A<
wiFd afre S SREifter STeRA!
m =R wefte | e aetafes
IRBIW AT Craptet IR @ T
IENE Fife [t | o oy @ B9-
e TREEifem Ty st i
TRAT IS AN 58 |
RR=%es o 9ot Swizad e o |
e JETt ¢ ORe Wi Rygo
gftafss weivRren firee @S oA |
mmwﬁmm
(Gi#t) AT w2 TR Y et S
AR | @ YAA B oy oo Ifvena Wy
S AR | R, GRl, @iy
8 TR Sifterm [/fea (ras 97
IS TS A |
- wﬁ;’g‘q{mﬁm
o g
9PiIR | SETeR e | @I fRge
gftafes Simiares SeRAl SRETe
v 1 @ T | SR @RI @
wRAss pfea s AwmmeR Rrew

7
7

N [ B FI— @R [REF SFe A
T Sy RS FaraR eerifie e wAneat I
| AT T BLAMTR [T TS SAlA
a3 R sfaet 5e sae «iE,,
oI eireeX [Rfea mee Rifcnseidar
AF T YR XS AeET |
AT TGN ©AF Sy G AW
e 7, a3 TeAmT ¢ ameiN @
ReRs wwead zm Bors &im

W ffm  denereme  wdtnfow
AT WA AT TG | & TIET (FF
FE AL TSI ISKAT TS, T
qreTis CofF 41 58T, Ao (fowy i) 5%
Q3R Pz S w89 | SR
e ey [few wfoe 9w 9w | R
D7, TAEAS @I S R T

. TR | 9N erire «fc Temm St

2 | OR) Ao i offe e
(RS O TTPIRE NP S=FH
T Iyt RO e o Bfvs 77
EMT @ SIS N I AT (Faq
AR A TS (1R #ASIN ZCS AAIF |
q ‘T3F-B8' Cwaere B I 9
TSR YO (I SRS TR I3
@PE | SfRTeT RN ImR AR
WA W | FE IO W o
AR AN IS AN I A iR
T TS TH Teoive STt TS 2,
efsrafirer «fs toft Tare =@, Rfwm
st TS 7 W3 fAEnT efeamae!
IS | W@ ewed [ww e
et emfe | AEmm-ers
TAER Sl ©iR vy FHRe et ;-
afo JETeTR TS, Sesve, R
@ TR ere |

AT ARTE ¢ ITTAS Ao W

feerdn dtafes st i o vt
01T ©f T (T TR e (S
MR | RIS I AT &0 ofre
TGN S TG FFoI, To- [fcars
G3R T RN A1t ot Face #iied |
CR A SR | Q¥ THOE 9. SN~
JEner . G2 A ieE At e,
T AFS? ' /

}"



EU seeks

S - e

The Financial Express
07 SEP 2026

fairer trade terms in Bangladesh

The bloc calls for a level playing field for its businesses and investors

PROGRESS IN ADDRESSING EU CONCERNS

e 48 of 61 EU-identified
trade barriers resolved

ISSUES

BANGLADESH'S
~ RESPONSE

o .
' ' jous Foreign-owned Licence-renewal
! !?ag'ﬁss”[?fsr'g"g‘&?,'{}gaﬁ e logistics firms ~ restrictions removed
Import of samples Anpual limit doubled
REMAINING HURD!I_E_ : t0 $20,000
50% of Bangladesh's imports Traceability smart cards ~ Customs valuation revised

and exports must be carried by

Bangladeshi-owned vessels

FE REPORT

The European Union has called fora
level playing field for its businesses
and investors in Bangladesh,
highlighting the proposed purchase
of Airbus aircraft as an example, as
Dhaka reported progress in resolving
trade barriers raised by the bloc.

An EU delegation raised the issue with
ministers and senior officials ata
meeting at the Ministry of Commerce
on Sunday, when the Bangladesh side
briefed 27 EU representatives on

-progress in addressing the non-tariff

Flag-vessel protection

barriers (NTBs).

The two sides also discussed a free
trade agreement and EU support for
Bangladesh's request to defer its LDC
graduation. -

"We have so far addressed 48 of the
61 identified non-tariff barriers
(NTBs), while 13 remain at various
stages of resolution," Commerce
Minister Khandakar Abdul Muktadir
told a joint press briefing following
the meeting.

The two sides also discussed a free
trade agreement and EU support for

Still unresolved

graduation.

State Minister for Planning Jonaed
Abdur Rahim Saki, Ambassador and
Head of the EU Delegation to
Bangladesh Michael Miller, NBR
Chairman Ahsan Habib and
Commerce Secretary Md Ataur
Rahman Khan were also present at
the press briefing.

Adviser to the Ministry of Finance and
Planning Rashed Al Mahmud Titumir,
State Minister.for Foreign Affairs
Shama Obaed, Finance Secretary Md

~ Khairuzzaman Mozumder and senior

officials from the ministries of

commerce and foreign affairs were
present at the meeting with the EU
delegation.

' The commerce minister said

Bangladesh had already resolved 48
of the 61 trade barriers identified by
the EU, while the remaining 13 were
at different stages of resolution.

He said the government had worked
with several ministries and agencies,
including the National Board of
Revenue (NBR) and the ministries of
agriculture, fisheries and livestock,
and shipping, to address the EU's
concerns over the NTBs.

The minister said Bangladesh was
also preparing to begin negotiations
with the EU for a free trade
agreement (FTA), describing the issue
as strategically important asthe EU is
Bangladesh's largest export market.
He also sought EU support for
Bangladesh's request to defer its LDC
graduation by three years.
Bangladesh has already secured
recommendations from the UN
Committee for Development Policy
(CDP) and the Economic and Social
Council (ECOSOC), and the matter is
expected to be placed before the 81st
session of the UN General Assembly,
he said.

Dhaka's request to defer its LDC . TSEEPAGE7COL5 -

F 4

;FROM PAGE 8 COL 5

"EU support is very
important for us in this
process," he said, adding that
strong support from the
European Union would play
arfimportant role for
Rzangladesh.

Explaining some,of the
measures taken to remove
the trade barriers, hesaid ) /
restrictions on the renewal of
licences for 100-per-cent
foreign-owned logistics
companies had been
removed,

The annual limit for the
import of samples by
exporters and businesses had
also been doubled to
$20,000 from $10,000
through the latest Import
Policy Order, he added.

The government had also
revised the customs
valuation of smart cards used
for product traceability,
introducing two categories
based on their actual value .
instead of applying duties to
an artificially higher value,
according to the'miinister.
However, the requirement to
obtain a'government po-

t

objection certificate (NOC) 15
days before importing or
exporting goods under the
country's flag-vessel
protection law remains
unresolved.

The law requires 50 per cent
of Bangladesh'simports and
exports to be carried by
Bangladeshi-owned vessels.
The minister said Bangladesh
currently had around 122
vessels, including seven
operated by Bangladesh
Shipping Corporation and
about 115 privately owned
vessels, which were
insufficient to carry half of
the country's roughly $130 *
billion annual two-way trade.
He said the government
would seek to resolve the
issue by amending the
relevant law.

EU envoy Michael Miller said
the EU wanted to further
deepen economic and
political relations with
Bangladesh.

He stressed the need to-
ensure a leve! playing field
for EU businesses and
investors operating in
Bangladesh, citing the

proposed purchase of Airbus
aircraft as an example.
He also highlighted the first
round of negotiationson a
Bangladesh-EU FTAasan -
important step in
strengthening bilateral
economic ties.
The EU ambassador called for
greater cooperation in areas
including border
management, intellectual
property rights and human
rights. | -
Replying to questions on

" Bangladesh's trade relations
with the United States, the

" commerce minister said the
government evaluated
purchases from different
countries on their own
merits, rather than solely on
the basis of headline prices.
He cited Bangladesh's
planned purchase of LNG
from a US company as an
example, saying the company
had offered 117 cargoes
through 2038 atan average
price of around $9 per unit,
based on the index applicable
when the cabinet committee
approved the deal.
He also said Bangladesh

N

imported wheat from the US
because its wastage rate was
lower than that of wheat

" sdurced from some other
countries, making it
economically beneficial when
the full cost was considered.
""We try to apply our best
judgement based on the
merits of each purchase,
whether it is from the US, the
EU, China, India}or
elsewhere," he said.
The EU is Bangladesh's
largest trading partner, with
bilateral trade in goods
reaching €23.3 billion in

+2025.
Currently, Bangladesh enjoys
a substantial trade surplus
with the bloc, largely driven
by garment exports. The EU
imported nearly 94 per cent
of its goods from Bangladesh

" in textiles in 2025.

As an LDC, Bangladesh
currently enjoys duty-free
and quota-free market
access to the EU under the
Everything But Arms (EBA)
scheme, a key advantage for
the country's export-
oriented economy.
rezamumu@gmail.com



