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Energy crisis

Few RMG

factories

.. declare
unscheduled

holidays

JASIM UDDIN

Anumber of garment
factories in Gazipur and
Narayanganj announced
three- to four-day
‘unscheduled holidays as
manufacturers of
Bangladesh's main export
product struggle with

persistent gas and electricity

shortages.

owners of the readymade
garment (RMG) factories,
wouldn't call it closure but
said the holiday leave would
be adjusted with upcoming
public holidays.

industry leaders said the
move should not be

interpreted as factory closure

rather as a temporary
production adjustment
aimed at minimising losses
during the ongoing energy
crisis.

Speakingto T he Financial

Express, Mohammad Hateim,
President of the Bangladesh
Knitwear Manufacturers and

Exporters Association
(BKMEA), said a few
member-factories declared
~ three- to four-day holidays
in line with the upcoming
public holidays.
" A few of our member-
factories located in Gazipur
and Narayanganj have
declared a three- to four-day
holiday. This is because there
are two upcoming holidays-
August 5 (insome cases) and
Friday, August 7, whichis the
_ weekly holiday," he said.
He said several factories also
declared Thursday and
sunday as additional holidays
following request from
workers.
"The workers'
representatives have
requested that these
additional holidays be
adjusted through regular duty
in the coming days. We
believe this will be a win-win
arrangement, as neither the
workers nor the factories will
suffer any financial loss," Mr
Hatem said.
He added that the
arrangement would also allow
dyeing units to continue
operating despite the gas
shortage, enabling factories
to prepare fabrics for
subseguent production.
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noliday under the same
arrangement.
DBL Group factory-closure
debate: Earlier in the day, DBL
Group decided to suspend
operationsin its five
garment-manufacturing
units in the Gazipur area due
toaprolonged gas and
electricity crisis, putting the
jobs of around 25,000
workers at risk, according to
top officials of the group-
Group officials saidall of its
RMG factories are located in
Gazipur and together account
for nearly Us$40 millionin
monthly exports.
Contacted, DBL Group Vice-
Chairman M. A. Rahim
confirmed the development
to The Financial Express
through a WhatsApp
message.
However, about six hours
later, DBL Group Managing
Director M. A. Jabbar told the
FE that it was a routine
holiday adjustment rather
than a factory closure.
ngomehow this information
spread,” hesaid, describing it
as a misunderstanding. He
dalaatall nrnduction

garment factories had been
shut down due to the gas and
power crisis were “incorrect
and baseless".

in the statement, BGMEA said
its member-factories
managed to keep around 60~
70 per cent of production
pperatinnal, despite severe
shortages of gasand
electricity, with support from
the government.

The association said many
factories adjusted holidays by
combining the August-5th
public holiday with the
weekly holiday and granting
Thursday off, which would
|ater be compensated in
accordance with labour laws.
it described the practiceasa
normal operational
adjustment during periods of
energy shortages rather than
a factory shutdown.
However, industry sources
said some factories, including
DBL Group's units in Gazipur,
suspended production
because of an acute shortage
of gas and electricity.

Earlier, BGMEA Vice-
president Rezwan Selim told
The Financial Express that
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A number of garment
factories in Gazipur and 3
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three- to four-day \
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owners of the readymade l
garment (RMG) factories '
wouldn't call it closure but \
said the holiday leave would

be adjusted with upcoming
public holidays.

industry leaders said the

move should not be
interpreted as factory closure
rather as a temporary
production adjustment

aimed at minimising losses
during the ongoing energy
crisis.

Speaking to The Financial
Express, Mohammad Hatem,
president of the Bangladesh
Knitwear Manufacturers and
Exporters Association
(BKMEA), said a few
member-factories declared — e -
three- to four-day holidays
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and Narayanganj have debate: Earlier in the day,DBL  and baseless". |
declared a three- to four-day Group decided to suspend In the statement, BGMEA said |
holiday. This is because there  operationsin its five its member-factories

are two upcoming holidays- garment—manufacturing managed to keep around 60~
August 5 (in some cases)and  unitsin the Gazipur areadue 70 per cent of production 'L
Friday, August 7, whichisthe  toa prolonged gas and gperational, despite severe
weekly holiday," he said. electricity crisis, putting the shortages of gas and \
He said several factories also  jobsof around 25,000 electricity, with support from |
declared Thursday and workers at risk, according to the government.

sunday as additional holidays  top officials of the group- The association said many
following request from Group officials said all of its factories adjusted holidays by 1"’
workers. RMG factories are located in combining the August-5th
"The workers' Gazipurand together account publlcholidaywith the \
representatives have for nearly US$40 millionin weekly holiday and granting |
requested that these monthly exports. Thursday off, which would
additional holidays be Contacted, DBL Group Vice= later be compensated in
adjusted through regular duty Chairman M. A. Rahim accordance with labour laws.

in the coming days. We confirmed the development it described the practiceasa
believe this will be awin-win to The Financial Express normal operational
arrangement.asnelther the through a WhatsApp adjustment during periods of "
workers nor the factories will  message. energy shortages rather than
suffer any financial loss," Mr  However, about six hours a factory shutdown.

Hatem said. |ater, DBL Group Managing However, industry SOUrces

He added thatthe Director M. A. Jabbar toldthe  saidsome factories, including
arrangementwould alsoallow FEthatitwasa routine DBL Group's units in Gazipur,
dyeing units to continue holiday adjustment rather suspended production
operating despite the gas than a factory closure. because of an acute shortage
shortage, enabling factories ngomehow this information of gasand electricity.

to prepare fabrics for spread,” he said, describing it Earlier, BGMEA Vice-
subsequent production. as a misunderstanding. He President Rezwan Selim told

"If the dyeing units continue  assured that all production The Financial Express that
their operations during this units would resume operation  DBL Group's five factoriesin
period, the factories will be from Saturday morning. Gazipur had been affected by
able to prepare some fabrics Meanwhile, Bangiadesﬁ severe gas and electricity
despite the ongoing gas Garment Manufacturers and shortages over the past week,
shortage, which will be Exporters Association prompting the company to
beneficial for production.” (BGMEA), ina press release, suspend operations _
Mr Hatem also said his own said reports claiming thatDBL temporarily. /

" factory announceda four-day  Group and several other nmmaujusi@gamil.cqﬁ’
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/Dhaka finalises reform ~
" roadmap, to lobby

UN members for LDC
graduation delay

ECONOMY - BANGLADESH

>
TRANSITION THROUGH E 5 ABUL KASHEM AND SHAIKH ABDULLAH
o AM BITIOUS REFORMS g:'? Q: The government has finalised a national roadmap and is
N < preparing an intensive diplomatic campaign, to secure sup-
» Dhaka seeking 3-year extension « &: port from the United Nations member states for a three-year
for LDC graduatlon prepamtion ; deferral of Bangladesh’s graduation from the Least Devel-

oped Country (LDC) category.

> Dev partners sought detailed _ The “National Roadmap for Smooth, Sustainable and Ir-
reform roadmap for deferral reversible LDC Graduation 2026-2029” outlines the reform
(e 1 measures Bangladesh will undertake during the proposed
| » Dhaka finalises roadmap " extension period and the economic milestones it aims to
1 to persuade UN members achieve by 2029.
| tobackdeferral request | Dhaka will use the document to persuade member states
E ' - to back its request at the UN General Assembly.
\ + 5 reform pillars underpin The roadmap was approved at the inaugural meeting
| . graduation strategy of the National Graduation Monitoring and Coordination
o p I Committee, chaired by the finance minister on 29 July.
| Rga map outlines | It sets targets to restore key economic indicators, in-
': 2026-2029 economic targets | cluding GDP growth, to pre-pandemic
' e levels by 2029, while also highlighting
Z improvements in the logistics sector.
i It aims to raise Bangladesh’s real
L GDP growth to 7%, up from a projected
| » UNGA 4.14% this year, while reducing infla-
f lobbying tion to 6% from the current 9.16%.
, campaign It also targets to increase the tax-to-
i to intensify GDP ratio from } SEEPAGE2COL1
‘beford Sép vote 5 ’
[ — e e e e e
NATIONAL TARGETS BY 2029
N e e S
; | ‘l_ .. T e 3 Y 'I I _‘- - _I.___— = ._-'_-:-_'; i -‘ " - -I-'__- ':
5. Real GDP gmwth " A o
5 lnﬂatlon I | )
Tax to GDP I Bglow 7% ] . TR }
Forelgn | Equwalent to Equivalent to k.
exchange | AMONTHS' 6 MONTHS'
reserve | import bills ~ import| bills
NPL ratlo | 30% 20%
- i-. - ———————————— —— i ——— A ——————— i ——————"|
Non-RMG 1
' export share | - Below 1% 25%
g e e S S ———————————— e ———— A P
| Average container |
dwelltime | 9.44 days 2days
Di gital govt | : 3
buslness <arvices Partial 100% integrated
Private sector
| credit growth ; 4.98% 0%
B e 15%
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below 7% to more than 9 %, and build
foreign exchange reserves sufticicnt 0
cover six months of imports, cumpared
with around four months at present.

It also aims to more thau double
private sector credit growth 10 above
10% within three years and recuce the
average container dwell time at Chat-
togram Port from 9.44 days to a maxi-
mum of two days.

The roadmap further targets reduc-
ing the banking sector’s non-perform-
ing loan ratio from over 30% to 20% by
2029, while increasing the share of non-
RMG exports in total exports to at least
25%, up (rom less than 194 cuirently.

The 1oadmap is built arcund five
rransformational pillars aimed at sus-
tainable transition. It includes macro-
economic stability and [nancial vesil-
ience; trade transition, market aceess,
and export competitiveness; p:cduction
capacity, industrial transformation, and
infrastructure development; huana
capital development, innovadon, and
future skills; and governance, partner-
ships, and international cooperation.

The document does not specify the
total cost of implementation. It propos-
es financing 40% of the expenditure
from the national budget, 30% from de-
velopment partners, 25% through pri-
vate sector investment, and the remain-
ing 5% from blended or green finance.

Former Tariff Commission member
and international trade analyst Mosta-
fa Abid Khan said the economic @argets
outlined in the roadmay co: !d not be
achieved without reforms.

“Reforms are more important than
retaining duty-free market access,” h
said, adding that Banglud sl: must re
duce logistics costs, Sinipiily cusionls
procedures, strengthen the hanking
sector and improve productivity and
skills across all sectors.

Diplomatic push ahead

of UNGA in Sep

Bangladesh is currently scheduled
to gracuate from the LbU category
on 24 November 2620. ;

e —

— =2

According to meeling documents,
although Bangladesh nas formally
requested o three-year exiension, it
renains uncertain whether the UNGA
will approve the full period.

Against this backdrop, the govern-
ment plans to intensify diplomatic ef-
forts to secure a favourable decision.
Ahead of the UNGA session in Septem-
ber, Bangladesh’s Permanent Mission
to the UN will seek support from key
regional and political blocs, including
the A-14, Asia-Pacific Group, the GRU-
LAC, Eastern European Group, and
Western European Group.

The A-14 includes countries such
as Saucli Arabia, Pakistan and Egypt,
while the GRULAC comprises 33 Latin
Ametican and Caribbean nations, in-
cludir.g Argentina, Brazl-and Mexico.

Why the roatmap

According to meeting documents, a
ligh-level government delegation led
Ly the comme: ;e minister visited New
York on 14-18 July to rally support from
UN member states.

During the visit, the delegation
held meetings with permanent rep-
resentatives of UN member states,
the president and vice-presidents of
the UN Economic and Social Council
(ECOSOQ), the chair of the Commit-
tee for Development Policy (CDP),
represenlatives of the Luropean
Union, and the chairs of the G77
and China group, among other key
stakeholders.

At those moelings, representatives
fromn the European Union and several
other countries sought details of the re-
forins Banglaciésh plans to implement
siuring the proposed three-year exten-
sion and requested a roadmap outlin-
ing those commitments.

Also, representatives of several
countries and senior UN officials ad-
vised Bangladesh to prepare a credi-
ble and time-bound reform roadmap
before the UNGA, noting that the doc-
ument could significantly influence
member states' decision ua the exien-
sfon request.
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export sectors 0.8% decline i
outside RMG July exports
record growth caused by fall
Y-0-¥ in RMG sells

EXPORT - BANGLADESH

TBS REPORT

Bangladesh recorded its highest monthly ex-
ports in the past 12 months in July, with ship-
ments totalling $4.72 billion. Despite the strong
performance, exports declined 0.9% year-on-
year, and exporters caution growth is likely to

b

improve in the months ahead.
Data from the Export Promotion Bureau
(EPB), however, show exports rose by more than

“Exports hit 12-month high in
July, but slip nearly 1% Y-o0-Y

Apparel exports fall
1.82% to $3.898 in
July, down from

- $3.96B July last year

12% from June.

Exporters said July is typically the strongest
export month as shipments of goods for the up-
coming winter season peak during this period,

Exports rise

by more than
12% from g
June

They, however, cautioned | SEE PAGE

making the higher export value expected. /
4€0




Exports hit 12-month high in ]uly, but slip nearly 1% Y-o-Y

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

that export growth is unlikely to im-
prove in the coming months. They
cited stagnant global demand for
Bangladesh’s main expol _._;éitem_,.
ready-made garments (RMG), the
country’s ongoing energy crisis, and
fresh payment-related complica-
tions involving leading Polish buyer

LPP as major concerns.
- An analysis of EPB data shows
~ that Bangladesh exceeded $4 billion
in monthly exports four times over
the past year. Exports totaled $4.77

billion in July last year.
According to EPB data, most ma-
iom expomt sectors outside gamlents

mith the same month of the prevmus
‘_ E;ports of plastic products rose

2.81%, jute and jute goods 54%,
home textiles 14.37%, other footwear
5.52%, and specialised textiles 3%.

Ready-made garments account
for more than 80% of Bangladesh’s
total exports.

Shovon Islam, managing direc-
tor of Sparrow Group, one of Bang-
ladesh’s leading garment exporters
with annual exports of around $350
million, told The Business Standard,

“Exports are usually higher in July

s for the next win-

terseasonpeaktlﬁspeﬂaﬂ
Large volumes of sweaters,

, leather and leather products

along

with woven garments, are exported
at this time.”
He said this seasonal trend explains
the higher export volume in July.
Some exporters said the year-on-
year decline, despite record monthly
exports, was mainly due to an excep-

tionally high base last year, when
many exporters accelerated ship-
ments to the United States ahead of

from 7 August. As a result, export
growth appears weaker this July de-
spite the strong performance.
The Bangladesh Garment Manufac-
MEA) echoed this view in a statement.
According to the BGMEA, Bangla-

"desh’s RMG exports fell 1.92% year-

on-year to $3.89 billion in July, down
from $3.96 billion in July 2025.

the implementgtion of new US tariffs WHowever, it is important to note

that July 2025 was an exceptionally
strong month, marking the highest
single-month export performance in
Bangladesh’s RMG history. Against
that extraordinary base, the current
figure of $3.89 billion represents
a welcome start to the new fiscal
year,” the statement said.

BGMEA also noted that the indus-
try is operating amid a severe gas
crisis that is limiting production ca-

pacity, as well as ongoing geopolitical

uncertainties disrupting global trade

and supply chains.

Despite these challenges, it said,
Bangladesh’s RMG sector has re-
mained resilient.

Exporlselsseelitﬂegrowm

Inamul Haq Khan Bablu, senior
vice-president of BGMEA and man-
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with woven garments, are exported
at this time.” :

He said this seasonal trend explains
the higher export volume in July.

Some exporters said the year-on-
year decline, despite record monthly
exports, was mainly due to an excep-

-tionally high base last year, when

many exporters accelerated ship-
ments to the United States ahead of

the implementation of new US tariffs

4,000

from 7 August. As a result, export
growth appears weaker this July de-
spite the strong performance.

The Bangladesh Garment Manufac-
turers and Exporters Association (BG-
MEA) echoed this view in a statement.

According to the BGMEA, Bangla-
desh’s RMG exports fell 1.92% year-
on-year to $3.89 billion in July, down
from $3.96 billion in July 2025.

_ ™However, it is important to note

Exports Performance of Major Products
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that July 2025 was an exceptionally
strong month, marking the highest
single-month export performance in
Bangladesh’s RMG history. Against
that extraordinary base, the current
figure of $3.89 billion represents
a welcome start to the new fiscal
year,” the statement said.

BGMEA also noted that the indus-
try is operating amid a severe gas
crisis that is limiting production ca-
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L |Leatherand| .. o % - S0 A - 0
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pacity, as well as ongoing geopolitical
uncertainties disrupting global trade
and supply chains.

Despite these challenges, it said,
Bangladesh’s RMG sector has re-
mained resilient.

Exporters see little growth
before January

Inamul Haq Khan Bablu, senior
vice-president of BGMEA and man-

aging director of Ananta Garments,
said garment exports are unlikely to
grow significantly before December
despite July’s strong performance.

He attributed this to weak glob-
al demand, buyers’ concerns over
Bangladesh’s ability to meet delivery
schedules because of the gas short-
age, and uncertainty surrounding
Polish retailer LPP, which may re-
duce orders from Bangladesh.

Bangladeshi exporters have al-
leged that LPP has withheld pay-
ment of around $40 million for
exports made to Russian buyers
through the company. Industry
sources said the dispute prompted
LPP to suspend new purchase orders
from Bangladesh.

“We expect exports to recover
from January,” Bablu said.

He added that buyers have ex-
pressed concern over whether Bang-
ladeshi manufacturers will be able
to complete orders on time because
of the ongoing gas crisis.

Another exporter, requesting an-
onymity, said orders could decline
further if the energy crisis is not re-
solved quickly.

Shovon Islam also wamed that
Bangladesh could lose orders if the
gas supply situation does not improve.

“Under the current circumstanc-
es, Bangladesh’s garment 'exports
are unlikely to grow at least until
November,” he said.

l
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Exports slip 0.9pc in July
as RMG shipments fall

FEREPORT

: RMG exports declined
Bangladesh started the new fiscal year
withga negative trend as merchandise by 1.92 pcto S 3.88b
exports recorded 0.90 per cent decline in
July 2026, mainly due to weak uncertainties that continue to disrupt
performance by the largest foreign global trade and supply chains," the
currency earner-readymade garment. BGMEA leader said.
The country earned US$4.72 billion from Despite these headwinds, Bangladesh's
exports in July compared to US$4.77 RMG sector has demonstrated resilience,
billion in the same month a year earlier, crossing nearly US$ 3.89 billionina single
according to Export Promotion Bureau month, he added.
(EPB) data released on Monday. Meanwhile, a number of non-apparel
Of the total export earnings, the RMG sectors, including jute, posted strong
fetched US$3.88 billion, marking a 1.92 growth, cushioning the overall decline in
per cent negative growth. export earnings despite the weak
Within the sector, knitwear exports performance by apparel sector.
declined by 0.90 per cent to US$2.15 Export of jute and jute goods recorded
billion, while woven garmentexportsfell  53.97 percent growth in the first month
by 3.16 per cent to US$1.72 billion. In of the current fiscal year fetching
contrast, home textiles registereda14.37  Us $85.36 million which was USS$55.44
per cent growth to $77.86 million. million in the corresponding month of the
When asked, Mahmud Hasan Khan, last fiscal.
President of Bangladesh Garment On the other hand, home textile exports
- Manufacturers and Exporters Association  rose by14:37 percentto US$77.86

(BGMEA), said July 2025 was an million and engineering products
exceptionally strong month, recording increased by 18.62 per cent to US$69.07
the highest single-month export million in July 2026.

~performancein Bangladesh's RMG Export earnings from bicycle, a major
history, engineering item, climbed by 20.54 per
Against that extraordinary base, the cent to USS$14.61 million. :
current figure of US$3.89 billion Chemical products also posted robust
represents a welcome start to the new growth, with exports rising by 25.68 per
fiscal year. cent to $41.36 million. -
Explaining the product-wise Earnings from pharmaceuticals, a key

performance, he said woven garments component of the sector, ina‘easadby 19
accounted for most of the decline, falling percent to $22.67 million. g

by 3.16 per cent year-on-year, while Exports of leather and leather product_s
knitwear exports proved more resilient, recorded a moderate growth of 2.81 per
declining by only 0.90 per cent. cent and fetched $130.96 million,

He also noted that utilisation declaration according to data.
(UD) data reflected a similar pictureasUD  Plastic Product export earnings increased

“value for July 2026 declined by 2.8 per by 1.98 per cent to $21.58 million,
cent compared to July 2025, On the other hand, earnings from
"This performance comes at a time when  agricultural products declined by 9.02 per
the industry is navigating significant cent to $82.34 million while that of
challenges, including 4 severe gas crisis frozen and live fish exports fell by 13.28
that s constraining production capacity per cent to $35.73 million.

utilization, and ongoing geopolitical Munni_fe@yahoo.com J
. - —— -———J‘.___ I
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“Exports dip
nearly 1%
in July

BANGLADESH'S EXPORT P -

(nbillon)

Bangladesh’s merchandise exports declined by
nearly one percent year-on-year in July, the first
month of the current fiscal year, due to a sluggish
performance in garment shipments.

The export figure fell 0.9 percent to $4.72 billion.
However, shipments recovered month-on-month,
rising 1249 percent from $4.20 ‘billion in June,
according to data released by the Export Promotion
Bureau (EPB) yesterday. '

- Exporters said the sector is showing early signs of
recovery as uncertainty in the global and domestic
business environment has eased, Concerns over US
tariffs have reduced, tensions related to the Iran war
have declined, and the Russia-Ukraine conflict js
creating fewer disruptions for global trade.

The national election was also a concern for
international buyers and retailers. With political
uncertaintyeasingandbusinessconditionsretumhg
to normal, buyers have started placing more work
orders, they said. The country’s readymade garment
(RMG) exports fell 1.92 percent year-on-year to $3.88
billion in July, compared with $3.96 billion in the
same month last year., :

MahmudHasanKhan, president of the Bangladesh
sdrment Manufacturers and Exporters Association
(BGMEA), said July 2025 was an exceptional month,
recording the highest-ever single-month RMG L

- eXport earnings in Bangladesh’s history. 7

FROM PAGE B : capacity utilisation and adjusti inventories position ¢ ;
Against that extraordinary geopolitical uncertainties ﬂer ufh% pandemic. The Egcoming 1 aztteg;ﬁrl; ﬁ:;::ll

base, the current figure of affecting global trade and United States remained festive-season orders.
$3.88 billion Tepresents a  supply chains, . Bangladesh'’s largest export Exponemamalsonorldng
welcome start to the new "De§pite , these destination, with shipments (o reduce the yearly gap by
fiscal year, he said in 3 headwinds, Bangladesh’s reaching $918.74 million in Iaunchm‘-gnewpmductsand
Statement, RMG sector has  July, up 0.25 percent from exploring  non-traditional
He said woven garment  demonstrated resilience the same period last year. markets to maintain export

exports faced the largest by crossing nearly $3.88 Germany ranked growth, it added

decline, falling 3.16  billion in eXportsinasingle second with exports worth Besides . garments, -
percent year-on-year, while month,” he added. $495.30 mi ion, followed severa] sectors recorded
knitvaear €Xports remained The EPB said the RMG by the United Kingdom at positive growth in July,
relatively stable with 2 sector's monthly growth $478.42 million, including  plastic goods,
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Bangladesh’s merchandise exports declined by
nearly one percent year-on-year in July, the first
month of the current fiscal year, due to a sluggish
performance in garment shipments. -
The export figure fell 0.9 percent to $4.72 billion.
However, shipments recovered month-on-month,
rising 12.49 percent from $4.20 billion in Jupe,

- Exporters said the sector is showing early signs of
Tecovery as uncertainty in the global and domestic
business environment has eased. Concerns over US
tariffs have reduced, tensions related to the Iran war
have declined, and the Russia-Ukraine conflict is
creating fewer disruptions for global trade.

The national election was also a concern for
international buyers and retailers, With pohttcal
uncertainty easing and businessconditionsretummg
to normal, buyers have started placing more work
orders, they said. The country’s readymade garment
(RMG) exports fell 1.92 percent year-on-year to $3.88
billion in July, compared with $3.96 billion in the
Same month last year. :

Mahmud Hasan Khan, president of the Bangladesh
Garment Manufacturers and Exporters Association
(BGMEA), said July 2025 was an exceptional month,
recording the highest-ever single-month RMG

FROM PAGE B1
“Against that extraordinary
base, the current figure of
$3.88 billion represents a
welcome start to the new

year,” he said in 2
Statement.

He said woven garment

exports faced the largest
ecline, falling 316
percent year-on-year, while
knitwear exports remained
relatively stable with a
decline of 0.9 percent,

BGMEA’s Utilisation
Declaration (UD)data showed
asimilartI;'ljgd, with UD value
declining 2.8 percent in July
Compared with the same
month last year.,

Mahmud said the
performance came despite
major challenges, including
a  severe gas shortage
that reduced production

export earnings in Bangladesh’s hj_.g.l;ory. e =4

Capacity utilisation and
geopolitical uncertainties
affecting global trade and
supply chains. ,

“Despite
headwinds,
RMG sector has
demonstrated resilience

crossing nearly $3.88
billion in exports in a single
month,” he added.

The EPB said the RMG

sector’s monthly growth

. the export
targets set for fiscal year
2026-27.

According to EPB data,
garment  exports rose
14.73 percent month-on-
month in July from $3.38
bil]j(:u:lf in June, However,
they fell year-on-year as
global buyers continued

adjusting inventories
after the pandemic, The
United States remained
Bangladesh’s largest export
destination, with shipments
reaching $918.74 million jn
July, up 0.25 percent from
the same period last year.
Germany ranked
second with exports worth
$495.30 million, followed

Among major markets,
€Xports i

, Tising
15.30 percent and 10.64
percent respectively.

The EPB said strong
demand from the Us
market and renewed
momentum in the RMG
sector have placed
Bangladesh in a favourable

.growth, it added.

position to benefit from
upcoming autumn and
festive-season orders.

lersarealsoworking
o reduce the yearly gap by
launching new products and

marketstomaintainecpmt

Besides garments,
positive growth in A
including ~ plastic goods,
leather and leather
products, jute and jute
products, carpets, home
textiles and non-leather
footwear,

However, some potential

growth sectors, including
frozen and live fish,
agricultural ucts

and cotton-made items,

recorded negative growth

during the month, |
.//
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