QT DT

17 AUG 2026

N
e
(A7

e

2@00—~

9,09

9,96

9,098

3354 AIGNd @IF (CE
T (O CAMNE B

(ergE-g, 291« b 28C1)
B 03¢

BB 200

m 23 (%)

AR (IS 3T ifase
8 (Feefs nI—7qib2 IR |
RIS T 2T oI a81
T @M MW (IATE fSrrea |

ﬁ&uaﬁﬁw,m

TERRETE 71 (AP TR fReesens e
SREH T R | Ol ¥y I
L (e ) R B = M ) () | (K
SREW {0 A T A | IS QA W
FACES FAMCE FQFATA | S
e @A (O (AP 3@ TR e
I 4TE @ oo o agifA
ARG QTR |

BSEANT LoEea (328) I@E oS
IGEA AN T WG (SE-gA) “c‘—ﬁ:
I FASIR. AR a5 Hag S
QAR | TS (MLl T, 3209 IR HES
IWET QYN 7Y W &S @ sEaw
AT Cofd oI S TS b T
AN FCACE AT | SRS 2 TR
T AT S 0| ST ee 2

SraeaTTa (rEE ww @ oS @

@& (o (IS AR IR ¥ TR
R ToEF | Oiwd I QTSR TN v
W'Tmﬁeaimmmmmm
@1 &A@t T2 qeaTe

2504 ofirM Wed  2SIHNOA
AR SR, Tefe IEd SN '
It 2289 IS 6 (@Fo! ASDH o [
o At 8y Rferm W olF (I
SN FECR| @2 NI TS 2T G2
A QA » WIS 90 MO I | O F
PR L TR, TS GLA FNEFerd tofd

SIS DIAAGE SoLTE
AT (R Besiwa o7a)
e % Bt o

. OEA (GNGHAT) CATNS

A AN T wrEes fSraesas
afony aws!
a1y G35 @ TSI, sifives, Rfguaia

@3 AN oS IGHE G FAR TEAR S
wifiis 89 *eie 3| e 3387 AWES
Cofd Pl SINmIfe TO6! FCACR, AN
CACT ST FLACE, OF (51T S @4 |
qrs 22C0F IFAWCR qeE e
S SR 56 e FYd 3289 (o
X WIfSRE QO *S[eH | BEfS IRaa G2 FAE
©f 35 WIS 7 © *reie (NCIE |
s e RS
AT oty o1 vafe awr@a @y
qraraftes fowmeam X wifie 4w 9 [Rferm
35019 (oA Coir i 28t FaTR | @B @i oo
AT 92 AN g TIfE oy et
@M sdfa o @i qrErEe Al
orE omifta tofd carie IR FITICE 5
iR ¢ rore | wafie 2 AAfRsd Cefd coAm
AR e ol site @ v g
BCEIDNGT ©U AR, NS I
e fermreiTg &fS @i tofd (omaa
1% a1 Teu fowt 2¢ 71 be 28l | 5efS
IR T O @ WA 3
i 0 30| wdie ¥ et (pefbe
af‘@sf‘ﬁmwma@ﬁwmm
IfNE 80 *reie|
e ceE oAl sgefE foai

A ﬁwmmawm
St e yidd

b WTas 58 *Se |
o fes verfe Tatad AATRE qRATAA
(A 338 GRS (e ASiE
sfamd Fog b IR R weie | sidie
E1G ara r  c  Y T  b  f
srneth &S @G i wine aeE!
O3 QIAE SO (N6 IS =17 FCACE S
IS 89 *oI | :
tofil coarTeRiER Sumre :
3389 G MR BIRM T A1SAEF
oeld A (0IE @9 TNHeE A%rg Tl
SR PIRTEIR TG (PC (6 QeTIee
@M wie Cofg (e w”i FacRl wE
ALHAACT T WY TN AN (AP FGA12
AT 3387 TR FIEACIE FIE I8
sifeaa) QAT DR | HEfS quEa SFuid 3304
G 0Ol (PSS SIWIfAE &Yy WIS b
wore BN (A CERRl I o
PN AES OF AGE O TR
RFo3irs fSEeaIeE TR G AN @R
) TS LA RRGA G IRFAIATE
ol cire 3PN v TIRE ao were
@TTrE | 3 TG &fS &% e 7%
o POWE ¢ TR 0 2SI | et wAfasic
ITE8 (NG QI o7 (@rere W@ <=
74T bq ISl |

aemrsal It T

GITS B2 (ol (A m Niferarna Aesion
ffan3ea “faoms 19 W35 9T s

AN AN AW, N FRAFGET -

T (I af Seme | ferreanw
9% Treol, O Fay 87 (WN9N9T) G
@R @ 4AE| @ A Eeam @
AR O WOl WM o A
TG SIS FALS WF FECR| OF T4,
oFe foNiy 2307 W L@ e piE
() TR e 22T SILTEF (@S] widtod



' .a,:unJ
9,5b%

3000 |

9,098

I -ca:o B : %
| | @ 3

WTIEESTTS TR F TR T VYL Ve e

B 0¢

W 203

Q
i3 3% 3

__ m 2% (%)

D
23

S 2

BE

IR oM IR “ifsne
@ (ierelfs MN—y 62 IR
Re1dite Tx A e g
A Q& AN Coace fSrTen

PGS T8 (P R e e
OIEH I FATE ARET | O WY I
AT FIIAZ [A (O T ASIATS
SEN 403 AT T N | G YA
FLACRA AR QST | S
QERIERS (T A1 CofFl (oIPTIRs 3@ SR8
e 4 @A e oe 78|
HIN (@SB

e 2R (230) qrenE et
IRGER AN ®Y W (SifR-gE) (ofF
IS AQNE. FAfRYA O foa2 s
qR | GTS (7] AW, 22°7 I Herte
IGER AN B W oS = euRe
SsifsHe CofF o o WIS v 3B
AL AR AT | SIS A IR
ST AT DY I | ST SGa B

fSrenitE eiries win @R ot o

% ol coirie QT FLaR 2 e
0 2T | it 3B @reE TiiE vy
o1 | T8 G AR FSrEeitNe (50 1
@9 @ 7SI T3 AT

o o ) DI 1 3 (4
AfPRYN AR, vefo 9T A9
I 2309 TS @ (ol Afodr f[vga [Riew
o™ @ 8y R W ol T
SN AR G S 5T I9EE 992
NI AT & TS 90 =S 3| O G
SR FA TR, TS A AT (ofd
AP SIS © *FSi (qTeea|

205R AR (AF 28T G Hitd o
o N o coiriies s TILEITT |
BeIhS TREAH AN T W b i we Rifeaw
TER OR eire qeIR IR AT

commercial bank interest

mark-uns can nush

—66

SIS SRS DR
et R Beoima wa
forreas s B, oim

T (GHGNGT) (AN :
B0 AT | (F Wi Forwreas
N TR

1Y 35 W iR, SifseTs, Rfganig

92 FGIF TS TRET GFL TN TR S
T 80 e W) wefie 3387 AnfeE
Gl CoAPTIS SRI TO6! IR, AIETH
(LS SNV FCALE S (GLH WS (@ |

GrS 2O IR ee e
A PCACR | S TR LI 2389 (1S
Cof corriras SIS AeEae o s
2R T QO 11 | TS TRCEE G2 AN
Bl RS WS A7 © XS0 (L |

T S b o) 11 4 )
w6 for1 vefe qeran end
FgrEfee formea & wifis 45 q Rferm
2T (O CoIMI AR e | @R 7@ oo
IR G2 AN G TR 0 O
&M wda e e Ireme sRmies
R omifba toft e @I TR 3
IS ¢ *roie | Sdie 3 Sifswid (sl o
e s omiff 9ite & Wi itaEE|
s formenicr afS @iE (off irita
51% A1 =1 a1 3¢ il bs 2| vefe
IR AN O @0e ME 3
™iNT o) @ e «F T iDa
&ifS @& AP T TN & @SR S0
IS 80 *TOI |

LG T e e ) B (o A
56 Teraw 2y ofS @ tof eireea
1% qei o & se wiffe 38 T
BeIro JRLAd G2 AN ©f FN HfSTIE so
™ vo V@@l wdie & e
IECATHR (AP 918 @I om TR

transition to renewable
energy was an urgent

= ‘ 0.9 j —b.b “52.cOl-V. b l-55. 35 -58. %0}
T M ’"As'v?v?v"v'v

2| qIoNd AR LA

b I 58 Meie |

Gfs veIle qgEa A9ud qieET
(AT 220¢ qEE (o M AR
sAfae IR b WINE R *ere| gdie
G [ v 3 o 1 <) o S
At afs @ it wINe FE|
93 NREE SO (N6 7€ W FE0E dv
7S 8w *eie | :

tsff irefitEm Soorel ;
EECE 1107 1 W 1 ) | o e e
SO T (IR ¥ ANHONE #IeCg i
SN PG K (P (O GewITer
&R vy ¢off o q@i FarR| TE
FILHATAC G WY N WY (PP A2
(A G 4T3 A4 Fo 2 2ierE|

«fiits 224 IR AT FCECH T8
aiforral @att DI | oo Turae @awid 2389
GG (3 cAries aifRg e Sy WIS b
oI Bl (AE aEiEl A T
SRENA PGS OF G O AR
7 Sivs fSrEreRITTE AIE= ST AN QSR |

SR STS G 2204 AN AT
toff i 3@ © I ¢ o
QTR | G2 T &S (@& IS TS
o0 FEACE ¢ TR ©b S | B wAfme
ISETS (6 IS T @Uere TG <7
WA bQ =S |

ST ) IR

TGS biage (ofd (ire i ifeietas wiesisa
fRifrawzgs *ficme o 425 97 s
YN CEE AEH, SN SIS
JGF CAPNS @ B T | Formeas
153 w01, Ol Pla O8d (INANGTF) (T
@ F@ A @ I e i
TR Ol RY SINTE IR A
TG SIS TS W SLACE | S FIe,
oime fowyy 2o K Y@ e pie
(a=fba) TR | T 2388 WS (! SIRod
3 ST TR B TR

@G 935 OGN OBt SRS wEH,
TSN S9N AE AT T (RSTR
| 58 ST SRS [oN AeR
4R Sig 5 @ Rgyreq AHE ookl

suppuen. r

munni_fe@yahoo.com



Fate e tids s controlied e

A/ST

m i

Eaokiony .-\':\':'u e ) a0 k& t.,m My wtilisetion sho

W e bt ol ndent sseociation with o,

F S8 HeEmet IFR

‘h d ' . ﬂE

mmﬁammmw ﬁf‘vm‘wrrcmfw Wwwm

ﬁmwﬁ

CANS e AR

A& WPHre do THR
(D BT AT

ﬁweﬁmw:

4 AT B o 4N 0
AfceRET effs ¢ TIRmENT e
T ST TS &F S TET 0b
@IS B Rvenet ewaem 3 e
(T AR A GO T AR
et (FiPfe) | Wl <, b
AT A Q) NI 4T6 I \eeid g
Q¢ *IOI T FRALMGENT | WSS Wewe
SR TN efegem T ew T@

ST T G0 TPl -AfSfema wer 6w
Tl vaeld, T Teefa fofere siymee!
TO BT W Nw | e
Wfeg e e, w R
WW@WWWW@[W
e oes fig it 16 e swire
T I COf CAPIT Ao e o
TACS TR A A I G VIS |

g oeofd (M FIRAMT - @oF
Aipiftre Ffafa sawem < TR,
IS WS G W IS DI

AR

A AT Q Y ¢ YEIT 88Y (NGB (IR oY @ WIENCINT
oS e T T T e WiEe M IRRIEE e arm fte =@ @b
% | gﬂwﬁa T ffve <o mﬁé
CTOIR TR NN <o ReH0s, ﬂm ¢ REEF
A7 O 1) ) o AfS  SgfFerm  F@

Y e TS e g gy o, T TN GE TR
wom WEme Terghre AT PN (BT8R o 2w 20 @I B |
G IR @ T AR egfes S Co oI S

T A b & vos @I

GeE PR @ SN Sdiafes
TG MY (OFF | @ FE-drREm
fRgren @ viftml TR, o W3 o
N e e efsgem =
ariet oiftre  Raeem I=RT asﬁrm
Wmmﬁrﬂ@?ﬁ
ﬁzmaaﬁwﬁmmm@ﬁrcﬂaﬁﬁa
¢ 98 A @gies o TEE e
e ATAEH I° W 4E G5 AN
wwmmwwmmﬂw

e M

S wE Pffem 8 TR R g

AR SRS N RN SO (S TR (7 (e, 99
aREm C erifey fore wra | «ff fifsw  TIINE W 0 g
IE IR e 3 TEF So¢ TEA @R
Afpee  ©  wweR DA TN MU N Taw, o m‘i&

- CRTETIS CORITeEY | @ g §QWQ‘$W 0 Wi » Wole

AT ATOIIE : SR W ey | el
e RAGER @ STYAET F W amamm e co oot
WG erfe IEIMWMA AT T O
(TEH W W™, w3 @ B
AET ACFST  ITEIFOERR Sie S R0 (R0 SR, QU NS
GRS wnmﬁzw:ﬂa (ﬁﬁaﬁm) 55 T Wi AHCRA, TG I © el
RE S I B WS AN 06 WG *If AR A e |
GW.WWW e e et ww ¢ e ¢
ffiebren (Suea) Bfvm afRiS oRs  woe i Qe YT
@S SifE ARfTm CaRE farrm 1 Qa4 Wi © WeIe SEw e o
SO TS TP NN (A e, [Rond ve Wit @fm Aeee et
Wmﬁwmﬁwﬂamm exfeee SR zewm  SRGE

T Q IRT b Welet| o uiffie e
o7ty et sem I @ zeam
YN oo FEy N
FAA ST 7Y | WIF QT CIARGR BT
TYITH FRAE gge 2495 8 WS 8 (Wi
Q0 TfF q e 4= SRR 79T |
NI S = *F, e Cof|
IS S eiE (Nip faRew s
Femran se e 8 *orwia =y Wit |
amﬁﬁwﬁm:f_ Wﬂaﬁmﬁm



\Vy/

" A GO AENA ISE

w'ﬁﬁmmﬁmmﬂwvi ﬁﬂ%mﬁw-wmmmmﬁmm

feprdaiErer i’
&7 ; e wensiea

[RIRICERCER

(AT QO ARSI

Wﬁﬁﬁc@bow
(D I AT

mwﬁww@quﬁﬁ
wiEe  (FPR) | T <we, b
UER T Q) I I WI GO e
e weee

?@:@emamar ¢y TEE 88Y (INNSHT

WYired T G0 S efefe v oo
9] vESE, T Tl folers STYiNeTE!

[y afFeame m e o
WWQwﬁmmwmw
e ceee Fie Qe S Aeme Fare
T o FIGID COf (AT Wrees e &
FACO T 0 WA FCEF 9 NTED |

T oeoft (AMNF TR - @O
ARpite Sffea staedm @ 2R,
CIME 4TS GEW T FACS IRLNT
Gre sffreiaEe o4gfes ¢ SR

e e ST T e qee e e IRREE e cwe fve =@ @t
e e @ fifve  ware
GO ¥ TP wmwm W se wEwm
SN A T wiyReRm T
o e CPIRS QS GO T oy " w1 e
S8 S Togre  PALS PN (BFAR  yo 2w 200 iIfd B |
OF NI @ O AR g U ¢o eI WY
T | SO W A T © TR Yo8 (Fifd
Eqﬁiﬁ' Wwﬁrm @ NAFACA WRE ®
m Wﬂg@ ﬁc@: wmﬁm' Wmm,w
| b (€5 B (4 T4}
N AR e .mlﬁﬂﬁ? L YR do¢ A Q@
ol s 13 ﬂﬁmﬁzg' - Woﬁ
¢ CITITEES | @ S 5&%0\ wgﬂ% 90 » "ol
AT oivE G erdrey | afs
e RECEEe anf  STYRPTR W O qmaem o et

JIATAE 96 A 99

QEANTT ACFBT WA
qEeAt R (RftawRa)
Wﬂﬁs TfEm R e A
BRI  (SreEeRwY I
ﬁﬁm@mﬁ)ﬁﬁwww
e Wit e Saife &Rem |
S5 TG AT AT CIRITESN 0,
S 9T o geig em fofe s
@eE FE-sRdE A S
TG A oFE | @ FE-SEdNE
e @ viftw w@wE, oF 9T W
wmﬂr gef fea afegem 4
gut e Rrerw IRE A
Wwﬁ‘ﬂfﬁm\ﬁmeﬁ%wmﬂ
Rorae Row Rewe 9w & cnafees
o6 7Y A [APfes o TIgE e
WW|WWMWW
T 91 LES IBARH TR A I8 TS
Fea A sfraeet Afvee |

o St W, ‘@ qgcéwm

- omitE » @I B
SRIE ST (RD FRANIN, @A WS
>>>mwﬁ¢m,mwﬁoww
CHR TYIC i FET T4 7o |
e 91ty Rert Iw ¢ wivs ¢
ol (WA Qe AfSgma Wi
2q AT © Welet WY TSI | CEIR
o ve ot e UFEre Qe
dffeaeed SRRy AW WIEGH
TE- 2 e » WeIet| S Ui @
Tt Rrens WieE I @R g
ciafiyced W4T el I A
P O T | S QT CRAgS ZAws
TGN LA AR 476 8 7N 8 (T
20 FHf¥F q WS 4T FAA! 6T |
NRIAT OiCAl < T, AT (o
G A @O (N0 fAsRSE ST
R d¢ WIS 8 *eiea & R |
& TS T4 Reme FAHT 496 (oIS
eisr do TuE It B eres HES
i B | /



17 AUB 2026

i NI R e
s qifdey So <Ko= weitag
‘ﬁm R I8 @t A3

R CERC VTR AILE

Va1, qRE TFET, Soewea! T STEeE

TS RIS T (IR ‘qﬁnz
JEMNT  TGE  eFed ey

--wﬁmauwmﬁ’rﬁﬁmﬁmﬁﬂa
i Rivarst T3 wet 67 o

R e e wr-vr% qafe
et | o gl w oife wifFq

TSNS IF (AT (I AGFS &% f&or 71 | @ wrws

JIC QYT B AT SANSTT OB, SEA
G SR | O (RewE fites T a¥ e
0051 -

iR SfRfEAE @ 9% &, se I T se. e,
o2 @ |, SIF S QYT WA do oIt &% T&
AR | TF FAGE J 709 Rfeieas wive @S 7 |
o &A™ A AeE FEETeE eoF B S = |
M AN I AE, O (O -AF FHHNOr @
Torets T IW |
,qmﬁ-mmwm@w Gl TN @I
AfSTwTe! (% | O@ GRS FHG, S e
B RPN ST o7t ROTR Sa @R Pt
mﬁﬂﬁf?{mvqumwmumamﬁ

SO e RIS |
wﬁr SIvE afE @
SYfE-efEE e RiG e S
mmﬁww—ﬁwmﬂﬁm

Wwwﬁﬁc@aﬂuewz@ﬁm'

I SRGNEE evF WSTN | Gt vy R ISAE
T T G IS NG A, CR Ao
Tl ol 20 SF9fEH |

9 SRR .U T wNem Féwet, W
wﬁamﬁmwwcamwﬂﬁww
oiifs;, ST SR IR TCT SOLS | WAGE
a9 @ ob-ob RFEF, GBS @ 4P A @5l
mww@%wmwm-ﬁz«
ﬂmmaﬁ@ﬁrmﬁwmlm
e 16T ST ey |

« TFIRS IAGC, R 70 DI, #11D, e e,

TRE W, o’ v @ @R
I(A TFOI FACO AN | IS G
GBS SFAS 0T | I SN
Afeaees @Fg *mrFs [t
@ BIgl, T i, Qe e
TNITE ACEASE 49 TS NS
TCHy S ST (A 9 |

q e S g gy RAea,
@1 qofg a6 AT I B,
g1 I O o e -
AT 7 Mrws @71 GOF

e, @ 9FaalE, sem I adNifen R
W, @™ ﬁﬁfﬁfﬂﬁﬁ@"i‘ﬂfﬁ SIS S B
AT FAE AE QITIE TN SRS @R
g‘ﬁmw&mﬂ‘dﬂ%wﬁmw

(T SR
G S $99 | OF T AN NS 961
G O | T S e YeAaRiEE Tem R |
vt @ TzT8 SRR YA TAGW IS SATE |
S e iR FteEer-SieafaeE [ woED
GOy WATS B3 @ A I_A @ e [t
I qBfEeIE, T QA grERAEST, ﬁﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁ@"
I |
et € SR W @ R afte,
LECEOE | :oﬁﬁwmwwwwl
e G oivd R i ednE e,
S SR G4 R ST G TSI S el
I A GR G IR ASOIET T | SUeRfE, Faw
LErTereiae SRAIel S e @ I AR
it BXS oS SNt Safore U1 TRIFS SR
AT |
AqEIF INATST IF A AOT (TN, NUEOW,
Wﬁmwﬁmﬂwwrﬂwm
QG T T3, CIEE TG (GO Fd 8
ARCWA A AN @0 FACS A |
RS SR I wdNIfeT o ISIg | o e
e ob e | eRferes st 2fR_E S wesE
oM | (IR (O TR (Ot IR SR G S
Igeiy <fd, Gl 3% 57 sAfmicls qere A,
mmwmmmﬁaw
Wwﬁﬁwﬁwml '




| afs e
| 17 AUs 202

20%8-3¢ EIRH TG
i (e o)

 ffw gy @ (oo ¥ QeTEE AreTErS
gz o, i 1 Coww B @ ted Se |




Th,p Financial Express
! AUG 2026

RMG industry trapped |
‘in capital-energy

_FEREPORT

Bangladesh's ready-made garment (RMG)
industry is trapped in a structural capital-
energy lock-in, where expanding machinery
under existing technologies could increase
overall energy consumption rather than
improve efficiency, according to a study by
the Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD).

The study found that the sewing segment,
which accounts for 85.2 per cent of installed
machine capacity, has an irreplaceable core of
standard sewing equipment, limiting energy
savings from machine substitution in the
section to less than 3 per cent.

By contrast, optimising equipment in the
cutting section, which constitutes only 5.5 per
cent of total installed machinery, yields a
disproportionate 27.3 per cent of total sector-
wide energy savings, the study revealed.

CPD Programme Associate Sami Mohammad
presented the findings of the study, titled
"Renewable Energy as a Competitiveness
Strategy for Industrial Decarbonisation in
Bangladesh's RMG Sector",ata national  «
dialogue in the capital on Sunday. CPD
Research Director Khondaker Golam
Moazzem chaired the event.

The think tank emphasised that capital and
enérgy behave as complements rather than
substitutes in RMG manufacturing, locking
the industry into fossil-fuel dependence
unless core technologies are transformed.
The data shows a sharp efficiency gap
between factories of different sizes. Smaller
apparel factories face a 57.3 per cent energy-
efficiency gap compared with top-tier
industry benchmarks, against 8.9 per cent for
large factories. Older machinery and tight
liquidity are the main drivers of the disparity.
Washing and dyeing are the most energy-
intensive stages of production, but their
thennal | energy needs are largely met by gas-

fi red pollers, wnicn cannot ve replaced by
“rooftop solar photovoltaic (PV) systems alone:
The study, based on 350 garment factories,
65 machine types and pine production 1%
sections, estimated that Tk 132.09 billion in -

i FROM PAGE 8 COL3

and trade bodies. The
committee, he said, should
have the authority to resolve

15 per cent. She
lower collateral

requirements and

lock-in: CPD :

| RMG sé}:tbr 'Iocked“lntb

--"rk 132b needed for
targeted mat hine

~ upgrades

. n-o g A kb

0 Small factories face
57.3pc efﬁciency gap
o -'.'Rbaftopsolar could cut

rgycosts byS 5pc

targeted machine reallocations across the
sector would unlock annual energy savings of
256,445 megawatt-hours (MWh)and help |
safeguard export competitiveness ahead of |
Bangladesh's LDC graduation and tighter
European climate requirements.

Italso found that a 10 per cent rooftop solar PV
offset could reduce monthly energy expenditure
by 5.5 per cent while providing some protection
against volatility in imported LNG prices. -
High upfront capital requirements, limited
liquidity, short investment horizons, and
unequal access to green finance hit smaller
factories hardest, according to the study.

The think tank concluded that industrial
decarbonisation in the apparel sector should
be treated not as a single technology choice,
but as a sequenced, adequately financed, and
regulated national strategy.

Khandaker Golam Moazzem proposed an
empowered fast-track committee comprising
senior representatives from theenergyand :
finance ministries, National Board of Revenue,
Power Development Board, Dhaka Power -
Distribution Company, Rural Electrification

Board, Petrobangla, Sustainable and

* " Renewable Energy Development Authority,
' Sustainable and Renewable Energy Association,

I SEE PAGE 7 COL6,

=S ‘_' e R o i !"i /
borrowing costs to as high as

economic necessity for-y
businesses and was being
held back by policy
bottlenecks, high taxes and

also urged

operational bottlenecks.
Vidiya Amrit Khan, vice
president of Bangladesh
Garment Manufacturers and
Exporters Association, said
there is no alternative to
ensuring a certain level of
renewable energy as global
buyers are bound by Paris
Agreement net-zero
targets.

Brands will shift orders away
from supply chains that lack

access to renewable energy, -

administrative fees to make
rooftop solar and energy-
efficient machinery more
accessible to small and
medium-sized enterprises.
Fazlee Shamim Ehsan,
executive president of the
Bangladesh Knitwear
Manufacturers and
Exporters Association, said
decarbonisation and green
energy adoption had
become mandatory for
Bangladesh's export-

administrative delays rather
than technical constraints.
He suggested providing a
one-time incentive for 2
million households to install
3-5 kW rooftop systems,
alongside expanding
industrial rooftop solar to
eliminate reliance on diesel
and gas generators.
Shamim Munir Uddin,
director of programme
evidence and learning at
Ethical Trading Initiative



Bangladesh's ready-made garment (RMG)
industry is trapped in a structural capital-
energy lock-in, where expanding machinery
under existing technologies could increase
overall energy consumption rather than
improve efficiency, according to a study by
the Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD).

The study found that the sewing segment,
which accounts for 85.2 per cent of installed
machine capacity, has an irreplaceable core of
standard sewing equipment, limiting energy
savings from machine substitution in the

section to less than 3 per cent.

By contrast, optimising equipment inthe
cutting section, which constitutes only 5.5 per

cent of total installed machinery, yields a

disproportionate 27.3 per cent of total sector-
wide energy savings, the study revealed.

CPD Programme Associate Sami Mohammad
presented the findings of the study, titled
"Renewable Energy as a Competitiveness
Strategy for Industrial Decarbonisation in
Bangladesh's RMG Sector",atanational ¢
dialogue in the capital on Sunday. CPD
Research Director Khondaker Golam

Moazzem chaired the event.

The think tank emphasised that capital and
energy behave as complementsrather than
substitutes in RMG manufacturing, locking
the industry into fossil-fuel dependence
unless core technologies are transformed.
The data shows a sharp efficiency gap
between factories of different sizes. Smaller
apparelfactofies face a 57.3 per cent energy-
efficiency gap compared with top-tier
industry benchmarks, against 8.9 per cent for
large factories. Older machinery and tight
liquidity are the main drivers of the disparity.
Washing and dyeing are the most energy-
intensive stages of production, but their
ti'le_m:l.a;l'energy needs are largely met by gas-

fired bollers, wnicn cannot pe replaced by
rooftop solar photovoltaic (PV) systems alone: -
The study, based on 350 garment factories,

. 65 machine types and nine production
sections, estimated that Tk 132.09 billionin -
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and trade bodies. The

committee, he said, should
have the authority to fesolve

‘operational bottlenecks.

vidiya Amrit Khan, vice
president of Bangladesh
Garment Manufacturers and
Exporters Association, said
there is noalternative to
ensuring a certain level of
renewable energy as global
buyers are bound by Paris
Agreement net-zero
targets.

Brands will shift orders away
from supply chains that lack

access to renewable energy, -

she said, adding that if the
EU's Carbon Border
Adjustment Mechanism
(CBAM) extends to apparel,
Bangladesh's low renewable
energy share (under 2 per
cent) will make exports

' significantly costlier than
" regional competitors like
_Vietnam, China, India, and

Pakistan.
She called for concessional
green climate funds to be
channelled directly to
manufacturers, saying
commercial bank interest
mark-ups can push

targeted machine reallocations across the
sector would unlock annual energy savings of
256,445 megawatt-hours (MWh) and help
safeguard export competitiveness ahead of
Bangladesh's LDC graduation and tighter
European climate requirements.

It also found that a 10 per cent rooftop solar PV
offset could reduce monthly energy expenditure
by 5.5 per cent while providing some protection

against volatility inimported LNG prices. -

-1.

\
& dn

borrowing costs to as high as
15 per cent. She also urged
lower collateral
requirements and
administrative fees to make
rooftop solar and energy-
efficient machinery more
accessible to small and
medium-sized enterprises.
Fazlee Shamim Ehsan,
executive president of the
Bangladesh Knitwear
Manufacturers and
Exporters Association, said
decarbonisation and green
energy adoption had
become mandatory for
Bangladesh's export-
oriented apparel sector to
meet EU regulations and
buyers' 2030 targets.

He said accelerating rooftop
solar deployment would
require policy bottlenecks to
be addressed, including
updates to the Bangladesh
National Building Code and
clear rooftop fire-safety
guidelines.

Mostafa Al Mahmud,
president of the Bangladesh
Sustainable and Renewable
Energy Association, said the
transition to renewable
energy was an urgent

High upfront capital requirements, limited
liquidity, short investment horizons, and
unequal access to green finance hit smaller
factories hardest, according to the study.
The think tank concluded that industrial
decarbonisation in the apparel sector should
be treated not as a single technology choice,
but as a sequenced, adequately financed, and
regulated national strategy.

Khandaker Golam Moazzem proposed an
empowered fast-track committee comprising
senior representatives from theenergyand
finance ministries, National Board of Revenue,
Power Development Board, Dhaka Power
Distribution Company, Rural Electrification

_ Board, Petrobangla, Sustainable and :
' Renewable Energy Development Authority,
Sustainable and Renewable Energy Association

I SEE PAGE 7 CO ?

~

economic neceésity for-i _

businesses and was being
held back by policy
bottlenecks, high taxes and
administrative delays rather
than technical constraints.
He suggested providing a
one-time incentive for 2
million households to install
3-5 kW rooftop systems,
alongside expanding
industrial rooftop solar to
eliminate reliance on diesel
and gas generators.

Shamim Munir Uddin,
director of programme
evidence and learning at
Ethical Trading Initiative
Bangladesh, emphasised
that green transformation
requires combining
technology with worker
training in energy efficiency.
Stressing the importance of
responsible purchasing
practices to ensure green
transition, he said global
apparel brands must share
responsibility through long-
term partnerships and order -
predictability, rather than
placing the full burden of
green compliance on local
suppliers. =P

F
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" out of time to go green: CPD

STAR BUSINESS REPORT
Bangladesh’s garment industry must
accelerate its shift to cleaner energy as rising
power costs, dwindling gas supplies and
tougher climate rules increasingly threaten
the sector’s competitiveness, according to a
new study by the Centre for Policy Dialogue
(CPD).

Greater use of renewable energy and more
efficient machinery could help factories
cut energy costs while meeting growing
environmental requirements in key export
markets, the study found. The findings were
presented yesterday at a national dialogue on
industrial decarbonisation at BRAC Centre
Inn in Dhaka.

The study drew on data from 350 RMG
factories and 65 types of machinery across
eight production categories.

It identified rooftop solar as a clear
opportunity, which can potentially lower
electricity costs and reduce factories’
exposure to volatile fossil fuel prices.

Average monthly enéigy expenditure
among surveyed factories stood at Tk 9.98
lakh. Meeting 30 percent of energy needs
through solar could cut costs to Tk 8.46 lakh,
a 15.7 percent saving, the study found.

Machinery upgrades offer another
opportunity, it noted. Cutting machines
represerit only 5.5 percent ofinstalled capacity
but could generate 27" percent of potential

FROM PAGE Bl

WHY TRANSITION IS NECESSARY

RMG sector faces increasing pressure

to cut carbon emissions
Decarbonisation essential to meet
climate commitment

Gas shortages demand alternatives
Delayed transition risks
competitiveness

replacement savings. Sewing machines
account for about 85 percent of machine
stock but offer less than 3 percent savings
potential. Smaller factories, however, face
financing constraints and older machinery.

+ Speaking at the event, Asif Shahriar,
assistant vice-president of Infrastructure
Development Company Ltd (IDCOL), said
lmnted financing capacity, a shortage of

steam generated as a by- of  how

CPD DREW DATA FROM
350 65 8

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS?

30% use of solar energy
saves 19.7% costs

10% use cuts 5.5% cost

Cutting machine
substitution to yield 27%
of total savings

capable renewable energy service companies
and the absence of standardised investment
assessments are holding back industrial
adoption,

Smaller factories often struggle to access
financing because individual projects are too
small for conventional financing models. He
suggested grouping several small projects and
financing them together. ~ reap MORE ONB3

automation

Asif also backed operating
expense, or OPEX-based,
models in which third
parties install and operate
renewable energy systems
while factories pay for
the service, reducing the
need for large upfront
investments. -

Fazle Shamim Ehsan,
executive president of
the Bangladesh Knitwear
Manufacturers and
Exporters Association, said
European decarbonisation

requirements leave
Bangladesh with little
room for delay.

He noted that
Bangladesh is already

behind several competing
garment-producing
countries in renewable
energy use.

He said incentives often
look better on paper than
they work in practice.

Tavaaa Lia T aawti. 3

product of power plants.

For existing [factories,
rooftop solar and efficient
machinery offer quicker
options, but both require
financing and -regulatory
changes. “Funds are
available, but they are not
accessible enough,” Fazle
Shamim said.

Mostafa Al Mahmud,
president of the Bangladesh
Solar and Renewable
Energy Association, also
criticised taxes on solar
panels, batteries and other
equipment.

Bangladesh now needs
an emergency response
in the energy sector,
said Khondaker Golam
Moazzem, research
director at CPD.

Gas reserves are
nearing depletion, while
new exploration has not
kept pace with demand.
T 1 il n

o1 P

is affecting energy
consumption. i

Policy remains a critical
piece of the puzzle.
Shamim Munir Uddin
pointed out that factories
importing renewable
energy equipment are
subject to around 15
percent VAT and 2 percent
advance tax, creating
a combined burden of
roughly 17 percent.

Such measures can work
against the government’s
own renewable energy
goals, he said.

Vidiya Amrit Khan,
vice-president of BGMEA,
said Bangladesh’s garment
industry risks losing
competitiveness if it fails to

become more sustainable.
European regulations
increasingly require

detailed reporting on
carbon emissions, energy
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Bangladesh’s  garment
accelerate its shift to cleaner energy as rising
power COStS, dwindling gas supplies and
tougher climate rules-increasingly threaten
the sector’s competitiveness, according to a
new study by the Centre for Policy Dialogue
(CPD).

Greater use of renewable energy and more
efficient machinery could help factories
cut energy costs while meeting growing

CPD DREW DATA FROM

350 6 8
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markets, the study found. The findings were RMG sector faces increasing pressure 30% use of solar energy

presented yesterday at a nationa} dialogue on to cut carbon emissions saves 15.7% costs

industrial decarbonisation.at BRAC Cenfre Decarbonisation essential to meet

Inn in Dhaka. . \ : 10% use cuts 5.5% cost
The study drew on data from 350 RMG climate commitment _ :

factories and 65 types of machinery across Gas shortages demand alternatives Cutting machine

eight production categories. Delayed transition risks substitution to yield 27%
It identified rooftop solar as a clear competitiveness of total savings

opportunity, which can potentially lower
electricity costs and reduce factories’
exposure to volatile fossil fuel prices.

Average monthly energy expenditure replacement savings. Sewing machines capable renewable energy service companies
among surveyed: factories stood at Tk 998 account for about 85 percent of machine and the-absence of standardised investment
lakh. Meeting 30 percent of energy needs stock but offer less than 3 percent savings assessments are holding back industrial
through solar could cut costs to Tk 8.46 lakh, potential. Smaller factories, however, face adoption.

a 15.7 percent saving, the study found, financing constraints and older machinery. Smaller factories often struggle to access

Machinery upgrades offer  another Speaking at the event, Asif Shahriar, financing because individual projects are too
‘ppportunity, it noted. Cutting machines assistant  vice-president of Infrastructure small for conventional financing models. He
represesitonly 5.5 percentofinstalled capacity Development Company Ltd (IDCOL), said suggested grouping several small projects and
but could generate 27 percent of potential limited financing capacity, 2 shortage of financing them together. READ MORE ON B3
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expense, Or OPEX-based,
models in which third
parties install and operate
renewable energy systems
while factories pay for
the service, reducing the

need for large upfront.

investments. °

Fazle Shamim Ehsan,
executive president of
the Bangladesh, Knitwear
Manufacturers - - and
Exporters-Association, said
European decarbonisation

requirements leave
Bangladesh  with little
room for delay.

He  noted that
Bangladesh  is already
behind several competing
garment—producing

.countries in renewable

energy use.

He said incentives often
look better on paper than
they work in practice.
Even his LEED-certified
platinum factory has not
received the full benefit of
a- promised tax incentive
because of how income tax
is collected and adjusted.

“«If the incentive does
not reduce the actual tax
burden, then what is the
point of giving it?” he asked.

He also cautioned
against assuming every
industrial process can
simply be electrified.
New industrial zones
should instead be planned
shared energy

For existing factories,

- rooftop solar and efficient

machinery offer quicker
options, but both require
financing and regulatory
changes. ‘Funds -are
available, but they are not
accessible enough,” Fazle
Shamim said.

Mostafa Al Mahmud,
president of the Bangladesh
Solar and Renewable
Energy Association, also
criticised taxes on solar
panels, batteries and other
equipment.

Bangladesh now needs
an emergency response
in the energy Sector,
said Khondaker Golam
Moazzem, research
director at CPD.

Gas reserves are
nearing depletion, while
new exploration has not
kept pace with demand.
Industries will therefore
need  alternatives for
gas-dependent boilers,
diesel-based transport and
irrigation.

The challenge extends
beyond factories and
financiers, pointed out
Shamim =~ Munir Uddin,
director of the Ethical
Trading Initiative.

Workers should also
be involved in improving
energy and  resource
efficiency through training
and greater awareness at
the factory level, he said,
anllina for closer scrutiny

consumption.

Policy remains a critical
piece of the puzzle.
Shamim Munir Uddin
pointed out that factories

importing renewable
energy equipment aré
subject to around 15

percent VAT and 2 percent
advance tax, creating
a2 combined burden .of
roughly 17 percent.

Such measures can work
against the government’s

own renewable energy
goals, he said.
Vidiya Amrit Khan,

vice-president of BGMEA,
said Bangladesh’s garment
industry  risks losing
competitiveness if it fails to
become more sustainable.
European regulations
increasingly require
detailed reporting on
carbon emissions, €nergy
use, water consumption
and chemical discharge.
Such requirements are
expected to become more
consequential for exporters
by 2030, she said. e
The biggest obstacle
may be policy rather than
technology, Vidiya said,
with high financing costs,
collateral requirements‘and
proposed charges on open-
access renewable pOWer
potentially making clean
energy more expensive
than conventional power.
That could discourage
investment, she added.
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CPD proposes ‘emergency response
committee’ to tackle energy crisis

ENERGY - BANGLADESH

TBSREPORT ',

The government should urgently form an
“emergency response committee” to tack-
le the country’s energy crisis, which has
reached a point where gradual solutions
are no longer viable, said Khandaker
Golam Moazzem, research director at the
Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD).

“The committee should be formed im-
mediately, with all relevant stakeholders
meeting within three days,” he said at a
CPD dialogue held at the BRAC Centre in
Dhaka yesterday.

It could be formed“with representa-
tives from the energy ministry, finance
ministry, Energy Regulatory Commission,
Petrobangla, and other relevant agencies,
he added at the event titled “Industrial
Decarbonisation in the RMG Sector: How
to Take it Forward?”.

He said the committee should take
swift decisions, announce-them publicly
and ensure their implementation to help
ease the challenges facing the energy and
renewable energy sectors.

“There is no scope for delays in mak-
ing decisions. Operational decisions can
be taken quickly, but processes are being
held up by different stakeholders,” he
said, adding that some parties appear to
prolong crises and delay solutions. ™

Moazzem further said the government
must immediately begin building an in-
dustrial and economic structure based on
alternative energy sources, including re-
newable energy, alternatives to gas-fired

boilers, and of electric vehicles.

g5 Committee should sit
s with stakeholders
e Within three days

| Renewables, electric
: boilers, EVs proposed
- W asatternatives

» Tk13,209cr investment could

. » Stable power, modern tech could

save over 25,000MWh annually cut production costs up to 4%

' | ) k.l s L
Energy-efficient M%solarpowercould' Rooftop solar could
upgrades couldsave | cut monthly energy reduce energy-price
10-17% energy costs up to 15.7% ‘exposure up to 4%

He added that ensuring a stable power
supply to factories and adopting alterna-
tive technologies could reduce overall
production costs by up to 4%. Such re-
placement or modernisation could also
save 10-17% in energy consumption, he
added.

Tk13,209cr investment could
save 25,000MWh in RMG .
A CPD survey on renewable energy in
the RMG sector found that major techno-
logical upgrades could help factories save
more than 25,000 megawatt-hours (MWh)
of electricity annually, but would require
an estimated Tk13,209 crore in investment.
The study found 85% of machinery
in the RMG sector is used in sewing, but
technological upgrades in the section
could deliver only about 3% of total po-

tential electricity savings. By contrast,
cutting accounts for just 5.5% of machin-
ery but could generate more than 27% of
total electricity savings through modern
technology.

Washing and dyeing are the most
energy-intensive processes. Electricity or
solar power alone cannot replace gas in
these heat-intensive operations. The CPD
identified electric boilers as a sustainable
alternative, but said their high cost could
require subsidies.

The CPD estimated capital costs of
Tk6,604 crore for implementing energy-ef-
ficient technologies in half of the factories
and Tki3,209 crore for full implementation.

The largest 25% of factories would ac-
count for around 71% of the totai invest-
ment, while the smallest factories would
require just 0.3%. | SEEPAGE4COL 1
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The study also found that rooficp scias

could help reduce dependence-:

ported energy and exposure ic vesizdie
Using 30% selar novver

LNG -prices.
could cul-factories’ averzge :.o.iiice
eNnergy Cosis 0y up to 15.7% aAno onor
gy-price exposure by up fo ;v

Recomunendations

The CPD recommended stronger ineer-
tives and financial suppurt for ey -
gy-efficient equipment in the relaiiviiy
cost-effective cutting, and ene.o - .
tensive washing sections.

It also called for easier access o 1
nancing for smaller factories, as wa't s
long-term research to reduce ¢! o+ -~
use in thermal washing and dye:nz ~»

cesses and sewing technologies.
Md Imranul Hoque Chowdhuiv,
deputy director (PIM), Team Asia. in-
_ternational Business Developmeni :t
ib vogt Singapore, said entrepreneuis
face administrative and policy hurdic:
in renewable energy investment. in-
cluding tariff complications for sclw
panel imports and delays of up to six
inpnths in net-metering approvals.

He-,called for tailored financin:
models for small and mediuni-sized
businesses, including guarantee
schemes for those lacking sufficiemr:
Collateral.

Fazlee Shamim Ehasan, executiv:
president of the BKMEA, said renew:-
ble energy is no longer a future option
for the garment sector but an imme-

diawe nece551ty “European laws and
vegulations will increasingly require
exporters to use more green energy.”
" Ie said renewable energy current®
iv accounts for around €% of Bangla
dush's total energy use, compared;with
71-50% Or more in many competing
counlries.

“Bangladesh therefore needs to ac-
colerate its transition, he added.

Ehasan said financing remains a
snajor barrier to green investment.
Entrepreneurs struggle with Ieﬁgthy.
siocedures for accessing green funds
"->m banks.

“Tax incentives alone are not

zviough. The government must ensure
:hat entrepreneurs actually benefit

«»m them and receive meaningful in-

centives for green investment,” he saic

Vidiya Amrit Khan, vice-President «
BGMEA. said entrepreneurs e infe
este¢ in renewable energy, hul poliv
coinpiexiiies and various chages
undermine the viability.

She called for open access, reason
bic wheeling charges and simpler pow
er purchase and sale arrangements fv
renewahle energy.

“It renewable energy is a goverl
nient priority, the Finance Ministry an
ollwr relevant agencies must maintai
a consistent policy stance,” she adder]

v'mya Amrit also said internatior

olte

tranciiion through financial suppo
and nartnerships to reduce the enviro
mentz! impact

]
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