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Invest Bangladesh authority borr

FE REPORT

An integrated new apex investment-
promotion agency styled 'Invest
Bangladesh' sets sail with the
heterogeneous regulators losing
existence as the new government
aspires to draw both local and foreign
investments in simpler processes.
Bangladesh Investment Development
Authority (BIDA), Bangladesh
Economic Zones Authority (BEZA)
and Public-Private Partnership
Authority (PPPA) are merged to form
the new authority.

The government published Sunday a
gazette notification on the formation
of Invest Bangladesh under the Invest
Bangladesh Act 2026,

The authority also rolled out its new
brand identity on its first working day,
marking the beginning of a unified
national investment platform.

Ashik Chowdhury, chairman of Invest
Bangladesh, said the merger was
aimed at organising government
services more effectively around

BIDA, BEZA, PPPA MERGE INTO SINGLE BODY |
Investorstohave | Single 1 Staff
single point of access | platformalso | members

toinvestment opensscope | of merged
opportunities, govt | for unused agencies
- services like govt land, to be
approvals, | facilities, absorbed
registrations, | shares, rights | into Invest
“import-export ‘tobeputto | Bangladesh
facilities, incentives, | 'productive
industrial locations ! use’

investors rather than merely
combining institutions.

"By uniting our capabilities, we aim
to provide clearer accountability and

more coordinated support across the

investment journey," he said at the
launch of the authority.

The move is intended to address
longstanding concerns among

domestic and foreign investors about
having to deal with multiple agencies
for investment approvals, industrial
locations, licences, incentives and
infrastructure-related projects.
Under the new framework, investors
will have a single point of access to
investment opportunities and
government services, including

approvals, registrations, import-~
export facilities, incentives and
industrial locations.

The Invest Bangladesh Act 2026
provides for an integrated framewc
covering economic zones, free-tra
zones and other declared industrial
areas. It also establishes scope for
unused government land, facilities,
shares and rights to be put to
productive use,

The law further provides clearer
approval arrangements for PPP
projects, including simplified
procedures for smaller projects, whi
investment and business services a|
to be brought onto a single digital
platform.

Invest Bangladesh will continue
operating BanglaBiz, the country's
single digital platform for investme,
services, through which investors ca
obtain business licences and permit:
online within specified timelines.
The authority is also working to

I SEE PAGE 7.COI

I FROM PAGE 8 COL 6

implement the 14-day business-licensing
framework as part of the government's
“wider effort to create a faster and more
predictable business environment".

The agency states that the 180-day period
set forimplementing government's
investment-related commitments made
in March is nearing its end. It will publisha
progress report on implementation before
the deadline expires.

The creation of Invest Bangladesh
represents the latest stagein
Bangladesh's long-running attempt to
streamline its investment-promotion
institutions.

For decades, investment-related
responsibilities were distributed among
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Investment was the principal institution
for promoting and facilitating private
investment before it was merged with the
Privatisation Commission to create BIDA
in 2016. BIDA was established as the -
country's apex investment-promotion
agency under the BIDA Act, with
responsibilities including investment
facilitation, private industrial -project
registration and policy advocacy.
Economic-zone developmentwas ;
subsequently handled separately by BEZA,
established under the Bangladesh
Economic Zones Act 2010, with the
objective of developing and managing
economic zones and facilitating
investment within them. its one-stop-
service system was designed to provide
regulatory services to economic zone
investors and developers.

The PPP framework evolved along a
different track. A PPP policy introduced in
2010 led to the establishment of the PPP

- Officein 2011, which became operational

in 2012. The Public-Private Partnership
Act 2015 subsequently provided the legal
basis for transforming the PPP Office into
an autonomous PPP Authority under the
Prime Minister's Office.

As aresult, Bangladesh had several
investment-promotion institutions with
different mandates. BIDA handled
investment promotion and facilitation
mainly outside specialised zones, while

BEZA focused on economic zones and
PPPA on infrastructure projects involving
public-private partnerships. BIDA itself
previously acknowledged the existence of
multiple specialised investment-
promotion agencies, including BEZA,
BEPZA, PPPA, Bangladesh High-Tech Park
Authorityand BSCIC. _
Invest Bangladesh is now intended to
bring three of those major investment
institutions under one roof.

The authority says economic zones would
remain a priority because they provide
investors with more efficient access to
utilities and transport networks. At the
same time, it will facilitate projects
outside economic zones, including
projectsinvolving unused state assets,
depending on the nature of the

~ investment.

Existing investor services will continue
after the mergers, with the institutional
integration intended to create asingle
front officeand more coordinated support
throughout the investment lifecycle.
The mergers will notresultinabreakin
service for existing employees. Regular
officersand employees of BIDA, BEZA and
PPPAwill be absorbed into Invest Bangladesh
inequivalent positions, with continuity of
serviceand existing benefitsprotected.
Consultants, outsourced personnel and daily-
wage workers will continue under their
existing contracts or orders.
bdsmile@gmail.com
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Authority formally
begins journey

INVESTMENT - BANGLADESH

TBS REPORT

Ashik Chowdhury
appointed chairman
for one year

The Invest Bangladesh Authority,
formed by merging the Bangladesh
Investment Development Author-
ity (Bida), Bangladesh Economic
Zones Authority (Bepza), and Pub-
lic-Private Partnership Authority
(PPPA), formally began operations
by unveiling a new logo yesterday,
its first working day.

Operating under the Prime Min-
ister's Office, the authority will
serve as the country’s apex invest-
ment promotion agency.

The new authority aims to pro-
vide investors with a single, coordi-
nated platform for approvals, reg-
istrations, import-export services,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

also been appointed members for the
same period. Both previously served
as executive members of Bida.

The government also promoted Md
A Razzaque Sarker, director general
of the Government Employees Hospi-
tal, to the secretary rank and appoint-
ed him as a member of the authority.

The appointments were an-
nounced through separate gazette
notifications issued by the Ministry of
Public Administration on 21 August.

“This is more than an institution-
al merger. It is about organising the
government more effectively around
the investor,” Ashik Chowdhury
said. “By uniting our capabilities,
we aim to provide clearer accounta-
bility and more coordinated support
across the investment journey.”

Rochi told TBS that the initiative
came from investors’ demand for a
single point of access to government
services. :

“Our objective will be to make
the Invest Bangladesh Authority
that single point of access, providing
. investors with a more coordinated,
seamless and accountable experi-

incentives, industrial zones and
other government services.

The Invest Bangladesh Act,
2026, which came into force
through a gazette notification on 20
August, provides the legal frame-
work for the merger. It also sets out
provisions for defining procedures
and timelines for licences, approv-
als and government services.

The government expects the
unified structure to make it easier
to attract domestic and foreign in-
vestment by providing a one-stop
service and reducing fragmentation
among investment-related agencies.

Chowdhury Ashik Mahmud Bin
Harun, popularly known as Ashik
Chowdhury, has been appointed
chairman of the Invest Bangla-
desh Authority for one year on a
contractual basis. He previously
served as executive chairman of
Bida, and Beza and chief executive
officer of PPPA.

Nahian Rahman Rochi and Air
Vice Marshal (Retd) Md Shaharul
Huda have I SEE PAGE4 COLS5

ence throughout their investment
journey,” he said.

The authority will also continue
operating BanglaBiz, the country’s
single digital platform for invest-
ment services, offering online and
time-bound access to business li-
cences and permits.

A visit to the authority’s office in
the capital found officials from Bida
and Beza working from their existing
rooms and desks yesterday. Former
PPPA officials were also continuing
to work from the agency’s previous
office in Agargaon. :

Officials said there are plans to
eventually bring employees of all
three agencies under one roof. For
now, however, they are carrying out
their new responsibilities from their
existing offices.

Regular officers and employees of
the stakeholders will be absorbed into
the Invest Bangladesh Authority in
equivalent positions, with continuity of
service and existing benefits protected.

Consultants, outsourced person-
nel and daily-wage workers will con-
tinue under their existing contracts
or orders.
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Invest Bangladesh
starts journey

WHAT CHANGED?

% BIDA, BEZA and PPPA under Invest chglodesh
¥ Investment services unified under one window
% Administrative integration to be gradual

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

Invest Bangladesh, the country’s new apex investment
promotion agency, began operations yesterday,
bringing the Bangladesh Investment Development
Authority (BIDA), Bangladesh Fconomic Zones
Authority (BEZA) and Public-Private Partnership
Authority (PPPA) under one umbrella.

Operating under the Prime Minister’s Office, the
new agency was formed following the publication of
the gazette notification under the Invest Bangladesh
Act, 2026. The Act came into effect on August 20.

The three agencies will continue to function as
before, with existing investor services continuing
under the new authority. )

Their physical integration is expected to take place
gradually, although their functions have already been
brought under Invest Bangladesh.

The merger is intended to create a single front office
and provide more coordinated support throughout the
investment lifecycle. :

Invest Bangladesh combines investmerit facilitation,
policy coordination, economic zone development and
public-private partnership functions, according to a
statement from the agency.

The Act provides an integrated framework for
economic zones, free-trade zones and other declared
industrial areas, while setting out procedures and
timelines for licences, approvals and government
services.

A SINGLE WINDOW FOR INVESTORS

“This ismorethananinstitutional merger. Itisabout
organising the government more effectively around the
investor,” said Ashik Chowdhury, chairman of Invest -
Bangladesh.

“By uniting our capabilities, we aim to provide
clearer accountability and more coordinated support
across the investment journey. We will continue to
respect our heritage while forging new chapters as a
bigger and stronger team.” -

The move aims to give domestic and foreign
investors a single point of access ~ READ MORE GN B2
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