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Meeting India’s
'CII: Muktadir
hopeful of trade
progress soon

FBCCI flags non-tariff barriers facing
Bangladesh’s exporters in India

Commerce Minister Khandakar Abdul Muktadir is
hopeful of positive progress on trade restrictions
between Bangladesh and India within the next few
months, he said yesterday after meeting a delegation
from the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII).

Discussions are needed to restore bilateral trade to
its previous normal state, he said.

The meeting with CIl, India’s largest industry
association with around 9,700 direct members, took
place at the commerce ministry in Dhaka. The visiting
14-member delegation was led by CII Director General

i Chandrajit Banerjee, who also sits on the board of the
government-run investment promotion body Invest
India. .

Apart from Muktadir, the Indian delegation also

.. held meetings with the high-ups of Bangladesh’s apex
trade body The Federation of Bangladesh Chambers
of Commerce and Industry (FBCCI) and proposed to
form two taskforces to increase bilateral trade and

" investment by removing the trade barriers.

Bilateral trade relations between Bangladesh and
India have deteriorated since last year, with both sides
taking a series of reciprocal trade measures. xE

In April 2025, Bangladesh restricted imports of
Indian yarn through several land ports, while India
withdrew its transshipment facility for Bangladeshi
goods destined for third countries. India then barred
Bangladeshj RMG imports through land ports in May
and, in June, further restricted imports of Bangladeshi
jute, yarn and woven fabrics through the land border. -

CII PROPOSES TWO TASKFORCES

Spealdngwithmecommert:enﬁrﬁster,theC]Idglegation
proposed two joint taskforces to increase cooperation in
Bangladesh’s infrastructure and high-technology sectors,
according to a ministry press statement.

As per the proposal, one taskforce will work to
promote privateé investment and public-private
partnerships in infrastructure, and the other to expand "
cooperation in sectors including semiconductors,'. -

green hydrogen, battery storage and data centres, e

READ MORE ON B3 _
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BKMEA praises

six-month
reforms, urges
action on key
challenges

FE REPORT

The Bangladesh Knitwear

' Manufacturers and Exporters

Association (BKMEA) has
praised the government's

" initiatives during its first six

months to ease business
operations and revive the
economy, while calling for
urgent action to address
persistent energy shortages,
banking sector weaknesses
and law-and-order concerns.
In a statement, BKMEA
President Mohammad Hatem
said six months was not
sufficient to fully assess the
overall performance of a
government.

ia however, praised the
sdministration for taking
several proactive steps to
support the private sector.
Highlighting policy support,
Mr Hatem welcomed
Bangladesh Bank's
refinancing packages aimed °
at reopening sick, partially
closed or shut-down
factories.

He also lauded the
government's decision to
allow non-bonded and partial
exporters toimportraw
materials duty-free against
bank guarantees, alongside
tax policy reforms aimed at
creating an investment-
friendly environment.
Identifying severe gas and

. electricity shortages as the

4

primary obstacles facing
industries, the BKMEA leader
acknowledged that these
issues could not be resolved
overnight.

He commended immediate
steps taken by the
government, including spot-

| market LNG imports and

direct consultations with
business leaders on short-
and long-term solutions.
He expressed hope that the
government's plan to

| establish another FSRU would
\ help resolve the gas crisis

within this timeframe.

Healso noted a slight

deterioration in the overall

law-and-order situation

during the period.
Munni_fe@yahoo.com
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1 'Li'tﬁuania can
be gateway for
Bangladeshi
products to

EU: Envoy

TRADE - BANGLADESH

BSS

Lithuania could serve as gateway
for Bangladeshi products and servic-
es to the wider European Union (EU)
market, lithuanian _non-resident
Ambassador {0 Bangladesh Diana
Mickeviciene said yesterday.

.She made the remarks during
a meeting with State Minister for
Foreign Affairs Shama Obaed Islam
at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
Mentioning lLithuania’s upcoming
EU presidency in June-july 2027,
the ambassador said her country
could facilitate access t0 the wider
EU market for certain Bangladeshi
products requiring registration,

- including pharmaceuticals-, as well
as services.

During the meeting, Shama
stressed the need for strengthening
Bangladesh-lithuania bilateral
relations. -

She urged Lithuania to import
more Bangladeshi products, -in-
cluding readymade garments, tex-
tiles, pharmaceuticals, biodegrad-
able jute and jute products, leather
goods, agro-products, furniture,
plastic goods and ships.




