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‘Foreign, textile ministries move
to boost jute exports
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. The government has launched a joint
initiative to revitalise Bangladesh's jute
sector through stronger economic
diplomacy, export promotion and
market diversification, announcing the
formation of a Joint Working Group
(JWG), and plans to organise an
international jute expo.

The decisions came ata coordination
meeting titled 'Strategic Economic
Diplomacy and Export Expansion for
Bangladesh's Jute Sector', jointly
organised by the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and the Ministry of Textiles and
Jute in Dhaka on Tuesday.

State Minister for Foreign Affairs Shama
Obaed Islam and State Minister for
Textiles and jute Md. Shariful Alam

jointly announced the new initiatives, '~ initiatingthe collaboration and up of mandatory jute-display centres
aimed at restoring the global glory of underscored the importance of close ’ and gift shops at Bangladesh's
Bangladesh's "golden fibre". coordination between the two international airports to promote locally
The meeting was attended by the ministries and the private sector to made jute products among foreign
secretaries of the two ministries, senior  enhance jute production, processing, . visitors.

government officials, representatives _ value addition and market Participants further emphasised the
from the Department of Jute, industry diversification. need for early implementation of a
leaders, research institutions and According to the decisions taken at the project to introduce jute-made school
development partners. meeting, the proposed Joint Working - bags for primary school students as part
Addressing the meeting, Shama Obaed  Group will preparea national roadmap of efforts to increase domestic use of
Islamreiterated the government's for jute exhibitions, identify and environment-friendly products.
cormmitment to revitalising the jute address trade barriers affecting the Another key priority discussed was
sector and stressed the need to organise  sector, facilitate the establishment of achieving self-sufficiency in jute-seed
national and international exhibitions dedicated jute-research centres, production within the next three years
to promote jute and jute productsin promote the adoption of modern by reducing dependence on imports
global markets. _ _ technologies and monitor the progress through expanded domestic production.
She highlighted the role of economic in jute-mill modernisation. The two ministries reaffirmed their
diplomacy in expanding exports,saying  The proposed International Jute Expo commitment to working together to
that Bangladesh's missions abroad will bring together domestic and - modernise the jute sector, ensure fair |
would be actively engaged in promoting international buyers, researchers and prices for farmers and position

the country's jute industry and investors to showcase Bangladesh's jute Bangladeshasa reliable global supplier
identifying new export opportunities. products and strengthen the country's of sustainable, climate-friendly jute=

' State Minister Shariful Alam thanked positioﬁ'in:glob'afl_ markets. based products. )
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for The meeting also discussed the setting ' mirmostafiz@yahog c?/
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NBR plans fully
automated VAT
- refund system

DOULOT AKTER MALA

The National Board of Revenue
(NBR) is considering abolishing
the manualVAT- refund
mechanism for leather and
jute exporters, bringing the
pracess fully under the
automated e-VAT system to
improve transparency, reduce revenue risks
and clear long-pending refund claims.

The move is also aimed at shifting away from

Leather and jute
oxporters may

shift from
manual refunds

|

refunds are processed
automatically using e-Challan
data and information from the
respective VAT
commissionerates.
Officials said maintaining a
arallel manual refund system
could make it difficult to verify
the authenticity of refund
claims and create potential revenuerisks.
Under the proposal, exporters seeking VAT

refunds would instead receive payments
the Duty Exemption and Drawback Office through their respective VAT \
(DEDO). - commissionerates using the automated data |
However, the total amount of outstanding identification system.
refund claims for the two sectors has yet to be Theinternal note,signed by NBR Member ]
compiled by the relevant NBR desk. _ (VAT Implementation and IT) syed Mushfequr | |
According to an internal NBR note dated July Rahman, also recommends holding -
7,2026, the VAT Implementation Wing has consultations with trade bodies represeﬁtins-’ "
proposed cancelling General Order underthe  thejute and leather sectors before a final "
VAT Act that allows VAT refunds on raw decisionistaken. .
materials used in jute and leather productsto ~ The proposal reflects the revenue board's
be processed manually through the Duty . broader effort to digitise VAT administration,
Exemption and Drawback Office (DEDO). minimise manual intervention and
The note, sent to the VAT Policy Wing, states  strengthen oversight of refund clai ms
that exporters are now receiving VAT refunds :
through the online e-VAT platform, where I SEE. PAGE7 COL 1|
_I/ e
¥ W > auusue -
through the e-VAT system. Aseniorcustoms official said there are legal
if approved, the decision wouldend a special complexities surrounding the refund process
refund arrangement introduced in March because DEDO does not have access to VAT
2023 and make the automated e-VAT returns required to assess refund claims.
platform the sole channel for VAT refundsfor  Hesaid ambiguities between the VAT Actand
‘exporters in the jute and leather sectors. the VAT Rules also prevent DEDO from
n\We have to process all VAT refunds through  processing VAT refund claims.
VAT returns only, through our e=VAT system. Reza-e-Azam, Secretary General of the
Claimants will receive the refund in their Bangladesh Jute Spinners Association (BJSA),
designated bank accounts through IBAS++ said jute exporters have long-standing VAT
after approval by the e-VAT system. No refund claims pending. However, as jute
physical contact will be needed," Syed exporters are exempt from paying VAT, many
Mushfequr Rahman told the Financial failed to submit nil VAT returns.
Express. In such cases, he suggested that the NBR
Since VAT returns are submitted to VAT allow jute exporters to receive their previous
circles, all VAT refunds should be processed by refund clajms through DEDO before shifting
the VAT commissionerates rather than DEDO,  fullyto the automated e-VAT system from
he said. 2026. :
- However, DEDO will continue to process He, however, welcomed the move towards an
refunds of customs duty and regulatory duty automated refund system, saying itwould
through manual verification until the system  minimise physical visits to tax ofﬂwi'anttanable'
is automated under the NBR's Strengthening exporters toreceive refunds more quickly.
lotakter1i@gmail.com

Revenue Mobilisation Project (SRMP), he
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